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TO    BRIGADIER-T.ENERAL    KA2BK. 


gjD  Huo42vAKn»s,  3  May  178a. 

The  enemy,  persisting  in  that  barbarous  line  of 
conduct,  they  have  pursued  during  the  course  of  this 
war,  have  lately  most  inhumanly  executed  Captain 
Joshua  Huddy,  of  the  Jersey  State  troops,  taken 
prisoner  by  them  at  a  post  on  Tom's  River ;  and  in 
consequence  I  have  written  to  the  British  Com- 
mander-in-chief, that,  unless  the  perpetrators  of  that 
horrid  deed  were  delivered  up.  I  should  be  under  the 
disagreeable  necessity  of  retaliating,  as  the  only  means 
left  to  put  a  stop  to  such  inhuman  proceedings. 

You  will,  therefore,  immediately  on  receipt  of  this, 
designate  by  lot  for  the  above  purpose,  a  British 
captain,  who  is  an  unconditional  prisoner,  if  such  n 
one  is  in  our  possession  ;  if  not.  a  lieutenant  under 
the  same  circumstances  from  among  the  prisoners  at 
any  of  the  posts,  either  in  Pennsylvania  or  Maryland. 
So  soon  as  you  have  fixed  on  the  person,  you  will 
send  him  under  a  safeguard  to  Philadelphia,  where 
the  minister  of  war  will  order  a  proper  guard  to  re- 
ceive and  conduct  him  to  the  place  of  his  destination. 
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For  your  information  respecttnj^  the  ofiRcers,  who 
arc  prisoners  in  our  possession,  1  have  ordered  the 
commissary  of  prisoners  to  furnish  you  with  a  list  of 
them.  It  will  be  forwarded  with  this.  I  need  not 
mention  to  you,  that  ever^'  possible  tenderness,  that 
is  consistent  with  the  security  of  him,  should  be  ■ 
shown  to  the  person  whose  unfortunate  lot  it  may  be 
to  suffer.     I  am.  dear  Sir,  8ec. 


TO   LIEUTENANT-GENERAL   JAMES  ROBERTSON.' 
g|D  Hi>jti>>Qi;AKTXxs,  4  May.  17B3. 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  ist 
instant.  Your  Excellency  is  acquainted  with  the 
determination  expressed  in  my  letter  of  the  21st  of 
April  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  1  have  now  to  inform^ 
you.  that,  so  far  from  receding  from  that  resolution, 
orders  are  given  to  designate  a  British  officer  for  re- 
taliation. The  time  and  place  are  fixed  ;  but  I  still 
hope  the  result  of  your  court-martial  will  prevent  this 
dreadful  alternative. 

Sincerely  lamenting  the  cruel  necessity,  which  alone 
can  induce  so  distressing  a  measure  in  the  present 
instance,  I  do  assure  your  Excellency,  I  am  as  ear- 
nestly desirous  as  you  can  be,  that  the  war  may  be 
carried  on  agreeable  to  the  rules,  which  humanity 
formed,  and  the  example   of   the  politest   nations 

'  Foi  nearly  ihrte  jrtats  Sit  Ht-niy  CI!utoii  had  from  time  to  time  solidud 
h!i  recall,  anil  at  length  Ihe  King  gnuitcd  him  jienniixion  to  relunt  to  Emvpc, 
wlikli  lie  received  the  la>t  wmIc  ia  April.  The  tomroaiid  then  dcvolveJ  oa  Cco- 
er«l  Koberisuii.  He  retained  ihi*  station,  however,  only  about  a  week,  when 
Sir  Guy  C.'arletnn  arrived  in  N«w  York,  and  took  eommand  of  the 
an&ien  iu  America,  m  the  pcmoneni  iucccssot  or  Sir  Henry  ClintoD. 
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recommends,  and  shall  be  extremely  happy  in  agree- 
ing with  you  to  prevent  or  punish  every  breach  of 
the  rules  of  war  within  the  sphere  of  our  respective 
commands. 

I  am  unacquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  the 
detention  of  Badgely  and  Hatfield.  The  matter  shall 
be  examined  into  and  justice  done  ;  but  I  must  inform 
you,  that  in  my  opinion  deserters,  or  characters,  who 
for  crimes  they  have  committed  are  amenable  to  the 
civil  power,  cannot  on  either  side  be  protected  under 
the  sanction  of  a  flag,  f  do  not  pretend  to  say.  the 
abovementioned  persons  are  in  that  predicament. 

Recrimination  would  be  useless.  I  forbear,  there- 
fore, to  mention  numerous  instances,  which  have 
stained  the  reputation  of  your  arms,  marked  the  pro- 
gress of  this  war  with  unusual  severit)',  and  disgraced 
the  honor  of  human  nature  itself.  While  I  wave  this 
ungrateful  discussion,  I  repeat  the  assertion,  that  it 
is  my  most  ardent  desire,  not  only  to  soften  the  in- 
evitable calamities  of  war,  but  even  to  introduce  on 
every  occasion  as  great  a  share  of  tenderness  and 
humanity  as  can  possibly  be  exercised  in  a  state  of 
hostility.'  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c 

'  "  In  Bnnrer  lo  my  l4ll«r  llie  BritUh  general  inronns  me,  thai  >  court-aar- 
lUl  ix  onlercd  few  the  irial  of  (he  [icnon^  campLiinccI  o( ;  but  at  tlic  ^anae  tim* 
mf\.  ihnl  \\.nm  people  offer,  in  justificatioti  of  ihr  fncl.  n  niiinl>cr  of  instances 
of  cruelty  C(fmnit(«d  by  u>,  antl  parlicalari^  in  Monmouth  county.  Though 
ihU  H  tiy  no  motni  adnilEicil,  bni  on  the  contrnTy  ordcn  arc  civcn  to  designate 
ud  sctid  10  ump  a  Ilritt*h  officer,  who.  If  my  demanc)  ii  n«t  complied  with, 
wtllbc  Mcciiled;  yet  I  cannoi  forbear  obtcrvliig  toyour  ExucUcncy,  that,  whiUl 
«e  denund  talitfaction  from  the  enemy  (or  the  viulcnt'c*  they  commit,  it  be- 
ns la  be  partieuUrly  carernl,  that  (hey  have  not  a  like  claim  on  us ; 
anil  I  maU  heg  yon  to  make  it  kiigirn  to  all  penunt  actini;  in  a  military  capa- 
city in  your  Slate,  ihnc  1  shnJI  hold  mytelf  obliged  to  iltUvtr  up  to  the  i>nemy. 
crMherwne  to  paniih,  >a<h  of  th«tn  u  «hall  commit  any  ncl,  which  is  in  the 
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TO    THE    SECRETARY    AT    WAR. 

Dear  Sir  miad  qvaktkiis.  newbvrc,  4  May,  its*. 

By  the  letter  to  Bristlier-General  Hazen.  which  I 
have  enclosed  to  you  under  a  flying  seal  for  your  in- 
spection, you  will  observe  the  distressing  alternative 
to  which  wc  arc  at  last  reduced.  1  must  request  you 
will  give  that  letter  a  safe  and  speedy  conveyance. 

As  soon  as  the  British  officer,  whose  unfortunate  lot 
it  is  to  be  designated  as  the  object  of  retaliation,  shall 
arrive  in  Philadelphia,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  a 
sufficient  escort,  under  the  command  of  a  very  dis- 
creet and  vigilant  officer,  in  readiness  to  receive  and 

least  contrary  to  the  laws  of  wir,  I  daabt  not  of  your  doing  the  Mine  frith 
tliMG,  wha  c«mc  under  tkccivil  power. 

"  The  enemy  also  complain  of  the  deinitioit  of  lUifield  and  Badgely.  vho, 
they  tay,  were  out  by  direction  of  oui  comniiMuy  of  '^Asawi^  under  uaetioB 
olftAac.  Imiut  l)C|[]rourEiccUtncj'iolafonamc.u&oona*po6dbIc,  afthccit- 
tnimsuucec  attending  tlieit  capture,  and  the  cautet^ol  Ihdr  detent  (on.  If  Ihott 
catues  are  not  Rtrieily  jas.1,  I  could  wish  they  wei*  sent  in," — Watkingi«m  b 
dnintt^r  l.ivin£ftim,  6  Miy.  17S2.  One  MatlicM  had  cfTered  in  the  apcingof 
1780  CO  supply  Wathinglnn  with  intelligence,  and  though  the  Gen«n]  fm. 
"  suipiddui  of  the  man  "  he  did  employ  h!tn,  but  to  what  extent  it  not  lawwa. 
Thin  vrai  thought  to  be  Moms  Hatfield,  and  may  hare  been  the  sum  who  b 
thosaamcUted  with  Iwui:  Badgely.  Thet«  two  men  were  condemitcd  as  guilty 
of  treason  by  the  civil  iribunal  of  Nc«(  Jcncy. 

"  As  I  hftd  the  bonoriiL  m/Lut  [June  lOlh]  of  tranxmittiniithecircunutuicec 
iciaiiojt  to  HsiAeld  and  Hadgely,  to  inform  you,  thAt,  bnJIuc  them  entitely  In 
thehaadsot  the  civil  puwcr,  it  vru  not  within  my  line  to  My  any  thing  funhcr  on 
the  lubject ;  to,  fram  the  tenor  of  your  letter.  It  becomes  Deceuarj'  fur  me  now 
10  be  very  c:xp]icit  in  mentioning  to  your  ExceliMicy,  thai,  in  maitcrH  of  ciril 
letori,  I  nui  not  auihorizcd.  in  any  caw.  to  m«lie  the  least  interference.  The 
civil  law«.  within  ibe  teveral  Stute):,  having  I>een  pamed  without  any  agency  of 
mine,  I  im  equally  excluded  fjom  any  pan  in  tlicir  execution  ;  neilhex  it  it  tobe 
■uppoaed,  that  they  are  under  any  control  or  influence  froin  me.  The  dvil 
power,  therefore,  of  the  Stairs  only  being  compet<ni  to  the  diuouion  of  dirfl 
pointf,  I  «haU  leAvc  tUem  toiely  to  their  conudcratioR,  being  dclennmed  to 
confine  mytclf  to  tlic  proper  line  of  my  duty,  which  Is  purely  uitliuiy." — If^ati- 
iHgten  la  Sir  Gay  Carlrlm,  n  June,  1782. 
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conduct  him  to  the  cantonment  of  the  troops  of  New 
Jersey.  I  pray  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  the  orders 
proper  for  the  occasion,  and  direct  the  officer  com- 
manding the  party  to  apply  to  the  commandant  of  the 
Jersey  line,  who  will  have  final  instructions  respecting 
the  matter. 

Keenly  wounded  as  my  feelings  will  be,  at  the  de- 
plorable destiny  of  the  unhappy  victim,  no  gleam  of 
hope  can  arise  to  him  but  from  the  conduct  of  the 
enemy  themselves.  This  he  may  be  permitted  to  com- 
municate to  the  British  Commander-in-chief,  in  whose 
power  alone  it  rests  to  avert  the  impending  vengeance 
from  the  innocent  by  executing  it  on  the  guilty.  At 
the  same  time  it  may  be  announced,  that  I  will  re* 
ceive  no  application  nor  answer  any  letter  on  the 
subject,  which  does  not  inform  me  that  ample  satis- 
faction is  made  for  the  death  of  Captain  Huddy  on 
the  perpetrators  of  that  horrid  deed.     »    *    *  ■ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


CIRCULAK   LETTER   TO   THE  STATES. 

HEAD-tjUAXTKRS,  4  Mfty,  178S. 

Si*, 

1  fiod  myself  arrived  al  that  period,  at  which  I  hoped  to  have 
»ecn  the  battalions  of  the  wveral  Stales  completed  to  their  estab- 
lishment, in  conformity  to  the  requisitions  of  Congress  of  the  19th 
o(  Dcccmbci  last. 

The  enclosed  returns  of  recruits,  which  1  have  caused  to  be 
nude  up  to  the  tst  instam,  will  show  how  tolalljr  short  of  my  ex< 

'  tiesend  LiBcaln,  by  some  crroi,  iDformcd  Washington  Ihat  there  was  no 
** ucoaililioflal  piiaoDCt  v{  w«r"  nvaiUblc,  and  WotUingtoD  on  the  iStli  di- 
teded  Hueo  10CUT70UI  the  iiiitnictlontof  the  3d. 


pectation^  Uie  cxenions  of  the  Slates  have  fallen.     From  your 
Sine  yoii  will  find  that  only  recruits  have  joined  the 

army  in  consequence  of  the  above  requisition.' 

All  my  accounts  from  Kurope  concur  tn  declaring,  that  ihe 
British  King  and  ministry  are  still  determined  to  prosecute  the 
war.  It  becomes,  therefore,  our  decided  duty  to  be  prepared  to 
meet  these  hostile  intenlions,  in  whatever  way  they  are  to  be  car- 
ricd  into  execution  ;  to  do  which,  our  utmost  exertions  are  now 
cilled  for.  You  will  suffer  me  therefore  to  entreat,  that,  jf  your 
Slate  has  any  expectation  from  the  military  operations  of  this 
scasof,  not  another  moment  may  be  lost  in  providing  for  and 
carrying  into  most  effectual  execution  the  full  completion  of  their 
battalions.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  inform  you,  that  on  this 
expectation  all  our  calculations  must  be  formed,  and  on  this 
event  must  rest  the  hopes  of  the  ensuing  campaign. 

My  intelligence  of  the  actual  aid  ive  may  expect  from  oi 
allies  is  not  yet  so  explicit  as  will  lead  me  to  decide  absolutelj 
on  the  mode  of  operations  for  this  campaign  ;  but  were  our 
expectations  of  support  from  that  quarter  ever  so  promising, 
yet,  from  the  negligence  and  languor  of  the  States,  from  whence 
our  own  exertions  are  to  spring,  I  am  not  at  this  day  enabled  to 
give  any  assurance  of  our  being  prepared  to  cooperate  with  onr 
allies  in  any  great  objects  equal  to  their  expcctatinns  of  our  own 
ability.  I  am  sorry  lo  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  I  have 
the  best  auth&rity  to  assure  you,  that  the  court  of  France  is  much 
dissatisfied  with  this  want  of  vigor  and  exertion  in  the  States,  and 
with  that  disposition,  which  appears  willing  at  least,  if  not  desir- 
ous, to  cast  all  the  burthen  of  the  American  War  upon  them. 
Waving  the  injustice  and  impolicy  of  such  a  temper,  (which  to  mc 
appear  very  conspicuous,)  how  humiliating  is  the  idea,  that  oarj 
dependence  for  support  should  rest  on  others,  beyond  that  point 
which  absolute  necessity  dictates  ;  how  discouraging  lo  our  allies, 
and  how  dishonorable  to  ourselves  must  be  our  want  of  vigor  and 

'  ThcHccond  pamgnph  In  thcUUcrbkltcrodtiaVireinift  Md  MaryUnd.  and 
the  lollovring  miliuli luted,  viu  : 

"  From  the  wtants  I  hava  been  ftbl«  lo  obtain  o(  recruits  [urniihed  by  ike 
Mvernl  .Slatct,  lam  ver}-  sorry  In  olncrvc  Ihnl  tlirir  cucTlions  to  this  rfme  have 
nliDosi  lolilljr  dUappoliiictl  iT)l<)  Mpcclailon." — A'ftr  by  tVas/tingtim. 
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utmost  exertion,  at  2  time  when,  if  we  are  not  wanting  to  ourselves, 
our  prospects  are  the  fairest  that  our  wishes  could  extend  to. 

I  find  from  the  procei^ilings  of  the  several  StAl«s,  that  their  cal- 
culation of  deficiencies,  formed  on  application  to  the  several  towns, 
who  furnish  the  men,  arc  greatly  different  from  the  returns  sent 
from  ihearmy.  1  forbearmentioning  many  reasons,  which  might 
be  assigned  to  produce  this  difference,  and  which  tn  my  opinion 
originate  principally  within  the  States,  and  will  content  myself 
wi(l)  this  one  observation,  that,  should  the  Stales  deceive  them- 
selves in  this  refipect,and  fail  to  furnish  (he  expected  force  in  the 
field,  they  M-ill  not  only  cast  an  essential  injury  upon  the  army, 
but  the  unhappy  consc<[ucnccs  of  a  failure  in  their  expectations 
from  a  mititary  operation  will  reverberate  upon  themselves,  whilst 
recrimination  can  have  no  cflcct  towards  alleviating  our  protracted 
misfortunes  and  distress. 

Although  money  matters  are  not  within  the  line  of  niy  duty,  yet, 
as  they  are  so  inlimalely  connected  with  all  military  operations  ; 
and  being  lately  informed  by  the  financier  in  answer  to  some  small 
requisitions  upon  him,  that  he  ha<;  not  yet  received  one  penny  in 
money  from  any  one  Suie,  upon  the  requisition  of  Congress  (or 
the  eight  millions  of  dollars,  but  thai,  on  the  contrary,  some  of 
the  States  are  devising  ways  to  draw  from  !iiin  the  small  sums  he 
bfts  been  able  otherwise  to  establish,  and  that  he  is  at  this  time 
barely  able  to  feed  the  army,  and  that  from  hand  to  mouth  ;  I 
cannot  forbear  to  express  my  apprehensions  from  that  quarter, 
and  to  urge,  with  the  warmth  of  zeal  and  earnestness,  the  most 
pointed  and  efTcctual  attention  of  your  State  to  the  actual  raising 
tad  collecting  of  its  proportion  of  the  re(|uisition.  Upon  the 
present  plan  of  non-compliance  with  requisitions  for  men  and 
supplies,  let  me  seriously  ask  your  Excellency,  Huw  is  it  possible 
for  as  to  continue  the  war  ?  How  is  it  possible  to  support  an 
army  in  money  or  recruits  ?  To  what  a  wretched  stale  must  we 
ioon  be  reduced  ?  How  dangerous  is  it  to  suffer  our  affairs  to 
nui  at  hazard,  and  to  depend  upon  contingencies  ?  To  what  do 
the  present  measures  tend,  but  to  the  utter  ruin  of  that  cause, 
which  we  have  hitherto  iolong  and  nobly  supported,  and  to  crush 
all  the  fair  hopes,  which  the  present  moment  places  before  us, 
■ere  we  only  to  exert  the  power  and  abililin  with  which  Provi- 
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dencc  has  bountifully  blessed  this  country  ?  But  if  the  States  will 
not  impose,  or  do  not  collect  and  apply,  taxes  for  support  of  the 
war,  the  sooner  we  tnake  terms  the  better  ;  the  longer  we  con- 
tinue a  feeble  and  ineffectual  war,  the  ifreater  will  b«  our  distress 
at  the  hour  of  subtni^sioD.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced, that,  without  the  meam  of  execution,  no  officer,  whoever 
he  laay  be,  who  is  placed  at  the  head  of  the  military  department, 
can  be  ;inswerable  for  the  success  of  any  plans  he  may  propose 
or  agree  to. 

Upon  this  subject  I  will  only  add.  that,  from  past  experience 
and  from  present  prospects,  I  am  persuaded,  that,  if  the  Slates 
would  furnish  the  supplies  agreeable  to  the  late  requisition,  and 
woiild  suffer  the  pay,  clothing,  and  subsistence  of  the  army  to  go 
through  one  common  channel,  that  two  thirds  of  their  former  ex- 
penses would  be  saved  ;  and  many  partialities,  discontents,  and 
jealousies,  which  now  subsist,  would  be  removed  and  cease,  and 
an  establishment  of  order,  regularity,  and  harmony  in  our  general 
affairs  would  be  experienced,  which  cannot  arise  from  the 
present  disjointed  and  different  systems  of  finance  adopted  by 
separate  States. 

White  acting  in  my  military  capacity,  I  am  sensible  of  the  im- 
propriety of  stepping  into  the  line  of  civil  polity.  My  anxiety  for 
the  general  good,  and  an  earnest  desire  to  bring  this  long  pro- 
tracted war  to  a  happy  issue,  when  I  hope  to  retire  to  that  peace- 
ful state  of  domestic  pleasures,  from  which  the  call  of  my  country 
has  brought  mc  to  take  an  active  part,  and  to  which  I  most 
ardently  wish  a  speedy  return,  I  hope  will  furnish  my  excuse  with 
your  Excellency  and  legislature,  while  1  request  your  pardon  for 
this  trespass,     t  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

P.  S.  M<^  &(A, — Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  been  fur- 
nished with  sundry  New  York  papers,  and  an  English  paper, 
containing  the  last  intelligence  from  England,  with  the  debates  of 
Parliament  upon  several  motions  made  respecting  the  American 
war.  l,csl  your  Excellency  may  not  have  been  favored  with  so 
full  a  sight  of  these  papers  as  I  have,  I  take  the  liberty  to  men- 
tion, that  I  have  perused  ihese  debates  with  great  attention  and 
care,  with  a  view  if  possible  to  penetrate  their  real  design  ;  and, 
upon  the  most  mature  deliberation  I  can  bestow,  I  am  obliged  to 
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declare  it  as  my  candid  optnioo,  that  the  measure  in  all  their 
views,  so  far  as  they  respect  America,  is  merely  delusory,  liav- 
tng  no  serious  intention  to  admit  our  independence  upon  its  true 
principteSf  but  is  calculated  to  produce  a  change  of  ministers  to 
quiet  the  minds  of  their  own  people,  and  reconcile  them  to  a 
coDtiauance  of  the  war  ;  while  it  is  meant  to  amuse  this  country 
with  a  false  idea  of  peace,  to  draw  us  ofl  from  our  connexion 
with  France,  iind  to  lull  us  into  n  state  of  security  and  inactivity, 
which  taking  place,  the  rainiiitry  will  be  left  to  prosecute  the  war 
in  other  parts  of  the  world  with  greater  vigor  and  effect.  Your 
Excellency  will  permit  me  on  this  occasion  to  obser^-e,  that,  even 
if  tbu  nation  and  Parliament  arc  really  in  earnest  to  obtain  peace 
with  America,  it  will  iindoiibledly  be  wisdom  in  us  to  meet  them 
with  great  caution  and  circumspection,  and  by  all  means  to  keep 
our  arms  firm  in  our  hands,  and,  instead  of  relaxing;  one  iota  in 
our  exertions,  rather  to  spring  foi^ard  with  redoubled  vigor,  that 
we  may  lake  the  advantage  of  every  favorable  opportunity,  until 
our  wishes  are  fully  obtained.  No  nation  ever  yet  suffered  in 
treaty  by  preparing,  (even  tn  the  moment  of  negotiation,)  most 
rigorously  for  the  field. 

The  industry  which  the  enemy  are  using  to  propagate  their 
pacific  reports,  appears  to  me  a  circumstance  very  suspicious ; 
and  the  eagernc;«&  with  which  the  people,  as  I  am  informed  are 
catching  at  them,  is  in  my  opinion  equally  dangerous.' 


TO  THE    PRESIDENT    OF   CONGRESS. 

g]D  tUAH^'ARTKxs.  loMay,  1783. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excel- 
lency the  enclosed  papers,  No.  i  to  —  inclusive.  They 
contain  a  continuance  of  the  correspondence,  which 

'  "  If  I  thoulil  liavc  occaiion  lor  ihc  Mtlitia  u(  yuiir  State,  the  call  will  be 
RUJdeti,  and  iJicir  morctncni*  ninxl  be  npid,  nihcrwinc  grot  opcnKc  wilt  ac- 
cnieAnd  only  dli^ncc  and  diuppolntment  will  ensue.  For  tl>e««  retsoBS  1 
b«c  leave  to  recall  yuur  ExtcllcncyS  attention  to  my  Idler  of  the  5  Much 
IkI,  ind  (o  pray  rouU  earnesUy  lliat  every  previous  arrange meiii  may  be  talceii 
lo  (acililalc  ihcir  ntArdi  when  rciUMted." —  T^  Virginia  a»J  AfatylaiiJ,  f,'»u 
if  tfatklitfMt. 
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has  been  produced  between  me,  General  Robertson, 
and  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  in  the  case  of  Captain  Bud- 
dy. That  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  did  not  come  to 
hand  til!  some  days  after  the  receipt  of  General  Rob- 
ertson's letter,  and  after  my  reply  to  the  latter.  I 
am  in  daily  expectation  of  an  answer  from  General 
Robertson,  which  I  hope  will  bring  this  ungrateful 
business  to  a  conclusion. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  convey  to  Congress  sun- 
dr)'  English  and  New  York  newspapers,  which  have 
within  a  few  days  past  been  put  into  my  hands.  Their 
contents  are  new  and  interesting,  and  I  take  the 
earliest  occasion  to  present  them  to  Congress. 

Although  I  view  the  debates,  so  far  as  they  convey 
proposals  of  pacification  to  America,  to  be  idle  and 
delusory,  yet  I  cannot  but  express  my  fears  for  the 
effect  they  may  have  upon  the  exertions  of  the  States, 
which  are  already  too  feeble  and  void  of  energy.  The 
people,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  are  catching  at  the 
idea  of  peace  with  great  eagerness;  and  the  industry 
which  the  enemy  are  using  for  its  propagation  is  to 
me  a  very  suspicious  circumstance.  For  my  own 
part,  I  view  our  situation  such,  that,  instead  of  relax- 
ing, we  ought  to  improve  the  present  moment  as  the 
most  favorable  to  our  wishes.  The  British  nation 
appear  to  be  staggered  and  almost  ready  to  sink  be* 
neath  the  accumulated  weight  of  debt  and  misfortune. 
If  we  follow  the  blow  with  vigor  and  energy,  I  think 
the  game  is  our  own.' 

* "  We  wuitcd  no  fresh  opiate  to  incicue  chat  Mupot  into  wUidi  wcliid  Tkllan, 
but  r  tnutli  fear  that  the  idle,  ami  dduiivr  ofFcri  ot  I'cacc  viitU  which  ilie 
Coanity  ruQunclK,  will,  if  tl  i«  not  powerfully  coitntencted,  be  exceediai^/ 
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Just  as  I  was  closing  these  despatches,  I  received 
a  letter  from  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  covering  sundry 
printed  papers,  a  copy  of  which,  with  the  papers.  I 
have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency, 
together  with  the  copy  of  my  answer  to  him  ;  and  I 
flatter  myself,  that  my  conduct  therein  will  be  agree- 
able to  the  wishes  of  Congress,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  &c.  • 

iBJurioui  to  IIS—not  (I  iipprt)i«fi())  from  Any  dUpo-^tlen  Iti  the  people  to  Ikten 
ut  improfCT  tcmii,  bui  from  a  miKonccption  of  wh&t  ii  really  meant,  ui^i  the 
atti  ohich  arc  u^ct  lo  maLe  (liem  believe  iliai  I  nil  e  penile  nee.  anit  wbai  not. 
art  proflered  lo  them.  Under  thouc  ideiu  th«<f  %A,  why  oeed  vre  be  taxed,  or 
why  deed  ire  be  paC  lo  rhc  expence  and  ironble  of  coinplcatin^:  oat  Battalions  ? 

"  [|  U  lo  lie  hnpcti  ihni  the  iletpnictiet  which  ue  now  vn  ihctr  pauage  to 
C«nf[rc3«,  will  anouuiice  Ihc  aid^  whicli  are  inteodc<l  (or  lu  b)^  the  Court  of 
Pnncr,  a<^  it  n  high  time  the  plan  of  campaign  wiu  known,  which  cnnnol  be 
ike  caM!  till  we  have  maieriali  to  prajecl  one.  Would  to  God  thcte  may  noi 
be  too  iDuch  iritlh  in  ihe  Untith  dccouM  (in  the  York  Gaie(tc»)  o(  the  advao- 
taeet  f>aincd  by  ber  in  iltt  nav.iI  action  off  Ciuadaloape — it  may  be  pmluctirc 
of  a  total  itcraugement  ot  the  plant  o(  the  French  Court,  thit  campaign." — 
Waikiagtgn  i,t  X.  /f.  /^z-ingtlen,  33  May,  1782. 

"  What  may  be  the  real  intention  of  ilic  prewni  Mintiiry.  respecting  America 
^-or  what  effect  the  naval  action  in  the  West  Indie*  nay  have  upon  the  in> 
tendeil  opcraliont  of  ibis  year,  and  conM<|Dcntly  upon  the  condact  of  the 
pQwen  ai  war.  b  dt(Sc»1t  to  My.  There  is,  howen-er.  one  plain  line  chalked 
nnt  for  na  ;  by  pursuing  which  wc  cannot  err ;  and  it  gives  mc  pleasure  (o  bear 
that  Congmi  arc  iuculcatitig  Uiii  by  a  depuiiitimi  (ruin  lUcir  own  Body. 
If  Rodncy't  victory  is  m  deciciTc  and  important  ai.  the  New  Vork  g*iwtl8» 
codesvor  to  make  it  ;  and  the  new  Miiiinlry  should  not  be  (ou  much  buoyed 
up  by  It;  there  »  no  cncatnre  «>  likcl>-  to  produce  a  speedy  termination  of  the 
War  a*  vigoroui  preparaliom  for  meeting  llie  enemy  in  full  eupcctation  of  it, 
if  tbqr  ai«  only  playing  the  insidious  game.  Itiia  will  make  iticm  think  of 
Poooe  in  |>ood  eanieat." —  tfatiiMglim  to  Retert  R.  UvimgttoH,  5  Jute,  178a. 

'  Read  in  Congre**,  May  I3lh. 

The  [aapcr^  cndcncd  in  ibe  letter  were  printed  copic»  of  ihc  proceedings  of 
dw  Home  of  Commons,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1783.  respecting  an  atUlrow 
to  the  King  in  favor  of  peace  -,  and  also  a  copy  ol  the  bill  rcpoitcil  iu  conse* 
•pience  thereof,  enabling  his  Majesty  to  conclude  a  peace  or  truce  with  the 
rcTolted  colooiei  in  North  America. 

Tilt  Pnnch  cabinet  wcic  tiomcnhal  ctinL'crncd  aa  to  the  cRcct,  which  llic^c 
■ovments  of  the  Briiidi   Parliament  mtjjhc  hare  in  America.     Aa  wnn  a» 
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TO   SIR  GUV   CARLETON. 
gjl^  HsAi>-QvAtT[:Rf),  10  Mny,  178s. 

I  had  the  honor  last  evening  to  receive  your  Ex- 
cellency's letter  of  the  7th,  with  the  several  papers 
encloseA  Ever  since  the  commencement  of  this 
unnatural  war,  my  conduct  has  borne  invariable  testi- 
mony against  those  inhuman  excesses,  which,  in  too 
many  Instances,  have  marked  its  various  progress. 
With  respect  to  a  late  transaction,  to  which  I  pre- 

tbey  were  known  tx  VcnalUcs,  Count  de  Vcrscnncs  wrote  to  H.  dc  li  Lttcmc 
expre^ung  his  apprchmsiont. 

"  The  object  of  the  British  King,"  suKA  Iir,  "  id  accctliiig;  to  ibesc  re*«liiliae», 
ii  obriout.  Ke  would  petnixde  ihc  Amcricanit,  that  lie  i*  nncereljr  dispcMcd 
to  %  recondllACion,  and  would  ipore  nothing  to  impress  lhi<t  pcmia&ion  by 
Influencing  their  feelings  towardi  England,  and  cauung  them  to  be  anUittituI 
(0  Fnncc.  On  examining  the  comparstivcKltuslioD  of  England  and  America, 
one  covild  ha.rd)y  hciitate  to  decide  whnt  iropmsion  thete  Tes»!utioni  ihonld 
moke ;  yet  the  strong  propensity  ol  the  Americans  vt  inactivity  \  their  need  of 
peace  Rnd  the  d'trire  they  in*nifal  for  it ;  Ibe  embarraktment  ai  to  their  mean* 
of  continuing  the  war  ;  the  great  niimkcT  of  Gngli<.1i  partii>an»  amang  them  ; 
all  iheie  causes  united  arc  enough  to  cicilc  the  fear,  that  the  witho  ot  the 
people  my.f  pre^'ail  uver  the  patriotism  and  ml  ot  Congrew.  and  thai  ibtt  body 
will  be  forced  to  lend  on  car  to  the  pretended  pncific  overture!  of  the  court  of 
LoRiIoti.  Such  a  4tcp  would  of  coune  be  infinitely  diaagrceabic  to  Frante. 
bccante  it  would  cRectusHy  change  the  ohjcc-t  and  mode  of  proiccuting  the 
war  -,  it  ivuuld  aui:incnt  the  huitile  rvsuvrcn  of  England,  snti  would  cause 
France  to  lo*e  a  grcit  part  of  the  fruit  of  her  oflenirive  cttort*  In  carrying  on 
the  wat  for  the  Independence  of  America.  It  ii  therefore  of  the  higheit  import- 
ance, that  the  United  Slates  should  continnc  of  the  tame  principles  as  berctiy 
foie.  remalu  Immovably  Attached  to  the  alliance,  a.nd  follow  the  example  of 
France  in  refnnng  tu  liiten  to  ascparalc  pc«cewith  ICnglnn'l.  Every  principle 
of  honor  and  Interest  requires  thhi  condiK:t  In  the  Ameciuui'i. 

"  It  thould  not  be  concealed  from  yon,  tbat  the  Knglish  minitliy  havs 
recently  sent  a  hcctcI  cinL->».iry  to  lu,  willi  propvnilions  for  a  vcparatc  peace. 
The  condition",  which  he  offered,  were  *ueh  as  would  have  ratisficl  the  King, 
If  he  had  been  without  allies.  He  •.lipulatcd,  among  other  thlngi,  the  uti 
f«ssiJttii,  the  mpprnnion  of  the  Engliih  commiiifiDn  at  Dunkiik,  and  advan- 
tages In  India.  Rut  thctc  olTeri  did  not  move  the  King.  Hi*  Majedy 
acknowledge!!  no  other  nik,  than  that  which  is  traced  ia  hit.  cng&gcmenta: 
and  he  aniwcrcd,  that,  howcvo  ardent  might  be  hia  wbbvB  fur  the  reestablisb- 
mcni  of  peace,  he  could  not  continence  a  negotiation  to  that  end  withoinl  the 
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sume  your  Excellency  alludes,  1  have  already  ex- 
pressed my  resolution,  a  resolution,  formed  on  the 
most  mature  deliberation,  and  from  which  I  shall  not 
recede.  I  have  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  your 
request  of  a  passport  for  Mr.  Morgann,  to  go  to 
Philadelphia,  shall  be  conveyed  to  Congress  by  the 
earliest  opportunity  ;  and  I  will  embrace  the  first  mo- 
ment, that  I  shall  have  it  in  my  power,  to  communi- 
cate to  you  their  determination  thereon.' 

paRld[>atloa  o(  hii  illln.  The  Engli&h  com  mist  Joner  rvpUed,  thai  be  petfectly 
nadcrUood  Itiis  anxvr«t  \a  refer  lo  America,  u  well  lu  Kpain,  but  objected, 
ibat  rcoapuunE  the  indcjicnilciivc  of  tlic  coluiiles  diil  not  cntei  into  the  syilcm 
of  Englsod.  T  replied,  that  this  vr««  t)ieba«ihof  the  tyxtcm  of  the  King.  Upon 
tliU  he  atked,  if  Ilirre  wu  no  mmle  ui  tmtm|;  with  France  without  involving 
thcafUln  of  America.  1  sen)  to  him  (or  nnswct  the  liret  pidlic  ovcnurct,  which 
we  had  eonanunicftted  la  the  mcdUlon.  I  ndded,  thai,  whetlier  England 
■bould  mat  of  the  aflurs  of  America  vith  u«,  o\  hold  >  direct  ncgotialioa  with 
the  United  States,  she  conid  not  avoid  Ireatine  with  the  depultci  of  Cangreaa  : 
asd  ihtnahe  would  he  compelled  to  recogntHe  the  anihority  of  that  body.  I 
onnotcay  whether  any  ihinc  will  mult  from  thtt  advance  on  the  put  of  the 
Engtiih  ministry,  whether  it  wns  meant  as  an  apple  of  di^onl  between  ut  and 
oat  allici ;  but,  whatever  may  have  been  the  intention,  the  luiie  onght  at  leart 
lobes  new  and  strong  pioof  to  the  Amcricnn&of  the  lidcUiy  of  the  King  to  his 
mgagementa,  and  lo  convince  them  of  the  extreme  injiu'tjce  of  deviating  from 
hi*  example." — MS.  LtlUr  fr«m  Vtrgtnm**  to  Lttttm*,  Venailiea,  March  33, 
1783. 

A  few  dayi  afurrwards.  In  writing  again  upon  the  same  subject,  CouBl  d« 
Versesnet  said ; 

"  AltlMugh  we  desire  that  Congieu  may  neither  open  a  direct  negotiation. 
•or  make  a  teparnte  peace,  yet  wc  have  no  wixb  to  prevent  that  body  from 
following  tlic  aptcin,  which  we  ourtdves  have  traced  in  our  answer  to  ilic 
■ediating  eonrts.  Wc  are  and  alwsyt^  thall  he  disputed  to  consent,  tliai  the 
American  plenipolenlioric*  in  Eur  pe  jhall  Ireai,  in  ennforrnity  to  their 
nstracltont,  directly  and  without  otir  inlcrvcntinn,  with  tlio»e  from  the  court 
*A  London,  while  we  shall  be  engaged  in  a  negotiation  on  our  pnrt ;  providoil 
that  the  two  Bcsoliations  ihall  proceed  with  oii  equal  |irogrc:i»,  Uiat  the  two 
trcatlet  ihall  be  tigned  at  tliv  aaiuc  time,  and  thai  ucltlicr  of  them  ihaU  take 
c6cet  without  the  other." — MS.  LtiUr,  April  9th — Sfaris. 

'  On  the  very  day  o«i  which  Congrcu  received  Wathington't  Ictlct,  Madlion 
coold  write  that  the  request  of  Carlcton  "  will  ccrtsiiily  1<e  tefuiked,  and  Ceo. 
«nl  Wathington  directed  lo  receive  and  forward  any  detpatehcs  which  may  be 
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Many  inconveniences  and  disorders  having  arisen 
from  an  improper  admission  of  flags  at  various  posts 
of  the  two  armies,  which  have  given  rise  to  com- 
plaints on  both  sides :  to  prevent  abuses  in  future, 
and  for  the  convenience  of  communication,  I  have 
concluded  to  receive  all  flags,  from  within  your  lines, 
at  the  post  of  Dobbs's  Ferrj*,  and  nowhere  else,  so 
long  as  the  head-quarters  of  the  two  armies  remain  as 
at  present.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c,' 

properly  addrened  lo  Congreu,"  and  when  ui  audience  was  ([ivcD  lo  ihe 
Fteiicb  miulalcr,  on  the  tyAk,  "  it  wm  deemed  politic  at  tbii  criut  lo  dispUx 
erery  proper  evidence  of  aflcctionate  aitachmenl  lo  our  nlly." 

"  Sii  Guy  Cnrkron  aticmplcd  lo  commcnoe  n  rorrcspondence  with  Ccopen, 
but  ihiit  luuctiiMx  wholly  declined  liix  advanciM.  He  tbea  wrote  to  lomc  of  Uie 
govtrnoTS  of  the  Stnlcii.  hut  [heir  ansu'cn  were  cquilljr  poinle<I  and  rcpnicivc. 
lie  next  BiMreiied  MmicH  t«  the  people,  not  directly,  but  througb  Uie  chanoel 
otthcticw»pa|)cniQ  ScwYoili ;  cihorting  ibeai  to chaiii-ctbeir  leaden  tuxl recall 
their  present  members  <oi  Congms,  and  t^peaking  of  ilie  new  disposilion  for 
rocoDCiUativD  and  pE^flceon  the  pari  vf  thciuulhcrcuuulry  \  but  all  without  cfl«Cl- 
Anoiher  attempt  in  to  liumiliote  ConKtoa  by  rcfuetenting  Ihem  to  be  under  the 
Influence  of  Fmnce,  and  panJcalarly  of  the  French  ministor  in  the  Uniled 
State*.  But  be  baa  used  another  insirunieni  more  powctful  than  Ihese.  He 
tieais  al)  ihc  AmericaiiK.  who  fall  into  his  handi.  with  cxiremc  klndneM; 
exborti  them  not  to  bear  &smt  againit  l>teat  llriuin  ;  edmiu  freely  into  New 
York  the  wives  of  the  captains  of  v»seU,  whiih  hnvc  bccu  taken  and  brought 
into  that  barbof.  and  al  their  lolicilniion  rclen>^ei  thrir  hatbands.  And  be  baa 
even  wriiteii  lo  Geiv-ml  Waihington,  Ihal  be  «'ill  Hcnd  Xi^xV  the  captured  C'ato* 
linians  in  the  King's  ^ipi  and  at  Ihc  King'tcipenie  ;  and  tbal  he  would  do  all 
la  his  power  to  canse  tbem  lo  forget  their  pant  Injuries." — LnafrM*  l»  Vtr- 
giMHet,  14 June,  ijBa. 

'  It  was  decided  by  Congrcut.  thai  the  Coinmandcrdn-cbief  abonld  be 
directed  lo  refute  a  pouport  for  Mr.  Morganti  to  bring  despalchet  10  Phila- 
delphia.— yettmals.  May  i^tli.  Tlii:  ad-vonco  of  Sir  (juy  Carlclon  bote  ao 
strong  a  «imibrily  10  ihoiic  ot  the  romtniwonere  in  1758,  which  proved  d©- 
luiivc  and  fniillesa,  ibat  Cougreis  deemed  it  adnmble  not  to  open  any  door 
for  an  intcrcounc  ihrongb  tbii  cb.tnncl.  and  tnorc  especially  as  ibc  biuineas 
o(  iiegoliating  a  peace  was  enirunled  to  (he  Americitii  commtkaioners  in 
Europe. 

Had  the  tenor  at  Sir  Guy  Carlelon'a  inMnicttont  been  known  in  Ameticai  it 
It  probabCe  that  a  more  concillsiing  leraper  wonid  have  been  sbown  fay  Con* 


I7««] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


'5 


TO    ROBERT    MORRIS. 


HeADQUAR'nas,  17  Mttj,  17B3. 
Sir  : 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  Favor  of  the  23d  of 
Apri! — The  Information  it  contains  is  in  some  Re- 
spects, pleasing  and  important — I  thank  you  for  the 
Communication  ;  and  need  not  assure  you,  chat  your 
Confidence  shall  never  be  abused  by  me. 

graw,  Th«  |«(e  change  of  miaitlry  lisi]  produced  •  change  in  the  (lete?ininft- 
tioM  of  the  Britiili  Cabinet,  antl  in  ihc  mcanurei  for  prosecntlni;  the  war, 
wkellf  nawqMclcd  uitt  as  jr«t  not  ev«n  conj«cturetl  in  th«  United  Stales. 
Thi*  will  Bppcar  bjr  the  following  exlruU  fiom  the  directions  o{  the  new 
■I  wu-  lo  Sir  Guy  Carlclon  when  he  left  England  : 
"  The  6nt  abject  of  you  attention  mutt  be  the  withtlnkwing  of  the  ganiun, 
■rtfilety,  pfoi-i»ioi»,  stores  ol  all  kinds,  and  every  species  of  public  properix 
fniB  New  York  and  it*  ile|>cn(1enciM  tu  (lolitax.  The  lame  ttepn  are  to  be 
taken  with  refrrencc  to  the  garriMiiK  of  Charlnton  and  Savannah.  Th«  garn- 
wn  of  5i.  Aaguiline  jron  will  ilctcrminc  upnn  according  lo  circiimttancc.i  on 
jKntrarrlral,  The  exKution  of  the  whole,  both  in  point  of  mode  and  lime,  is 
Idt  to  ]r«ar  dtKrction.  In  ca^  you  should  meet  with  ob>lru<tion»  by  any 
attack  knpporied  by  a  (onnldalilc  force,  ur  from  ibMppointnieuu.  so  that  it  vrill 
not  be  in  your  power  lo  eSect  the  evaeuaiion  without  great  hatard  of  contider- 
bile  loaa,  an  early  njiitnlation,  which  may  Kcure  the  main  object,  is  thought 
fciablc  to  an  obstinate  defence  of  the  place  wiilioiit  hope  of  antwcnog  any 
'national  [>ur]>o«e  by  it. 

"In  the  eieculion  of  his  Majcily't  command  you  must  always  hear  in  rccol* 

tion,  Uia(  the  removal  ami  resetvaiion  of  hit  Mnjeity's  trvajw  for  his  aervice 

lb  the  irameiliBtc  objcci,  lo  whiili  all  oilier  i;on»ic1cr>iiont  muit  i^vc  way.     Itiil 

mitit  likeviite  luac  no  lime  lo  avail  yourxelf  of  tlie  chsngr  of  measures 

vUch  baa  lately  lakrn  pla^e,  for  the  purpose  of  rtconciliTi){  Ihe  mlndi  and 

tiou  of  his  Majesty's  American  subjects,  by  such  open   and  generous 

^foodtia  ai  nay  kttc  to  captivate  their  heans,  an<l  remove  every  tutpicioii  of 

fndnccrily.     With  thi*  view,  it  may  be  well  worthy  of  your  most  aeriouK 

axuldcmtioo,  whether,  ihvugli  you  ihould  not  meet  with  the  obitnictions  vrr 

h««r  now  loo  much  reuon  ti>  ft|>|>rchend.  it  wnuld  noi  be  bru  to  take  the  part 

ot  cdmmumoltiBg.  immedintely  u[>on  your  arrival,  the  enclotetl  retolulions  of 

the  House  ol  Commoiu.  bearing  as  they  do  i n>:an lettable  mar ki  of  ihcunivciaal 

Bwe  of  the  Ungdoin,  and  lti«  MajeUy'^  rexoluiion.  in  con»e<(uence,  of  wtlh- 

the  Iroop*.     Voii  mny  ttalc  c^'ery  ciik'umttaacc.  It  occasion  offers, 

which  Itaa  paaaed  or  la  pataiiiK  here,  which  can  tend  10  revive  old  affeclioni  or 
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In  a  circular  Letter  which  I  have  lately  written  to 
the  States,  I  have  taken  occasion  to  mention  the  fail- 
ure  you  experience  from  them,  in  their  non-payment 
of  the  Sums  demanded  by  the  Requisition  of  Con- 
gress for  the  S.000.000  Dollars. — I  have  represented 
in  the  most  pointed  terms  I  could  use,  the  ill  EfTects 
this  failure  must  have  upon  our  military  Operations  ; 


»lingui&h  Inie  ieiUotisie&.  Vou  nuy  oLhttc,  Ihat  lh«  mott  liberal  WBtinwaU 
liftve  uken  root  in  the  nation." — MS,  inrtrtttti^iu  ta  Sir  Cty  C^rltlan, 
April  4il>. 

Il  it  ohvimu  from  lline  initnictions  Ihat  Sir  Guy  Carteton  hid  a  very  deli- 
cate aad  difiicnlt  tA^ik  to  pcrfgim,  upcctallr  u  in  the  procot  state  a(  (celiaK  in 
America  it  would  have  been  impoBiblc  (01  him  to  m»kt  bimscH  believed  (or  a 
moment,  if  he  had  communiealcil  the  u-ntimenu  of  Ihe  British  minUtry. 
Even  the  cuulloua  L-i>ur»t:  whkh  he  fimnd  il  neceuarr  to  adopt  excited  mu- 
picionx  of  htK  sincerity,  and  an  apprchensiipii  that  some  design  was  at  tioltoiB 
wKich  reijuind  to  lis  guarded  ngaintt,  m  ii  matiifesl  from  Wuhin{[lan's  letien 
and  nil  the  pmcccdingf  of  Congress.  No  one  had  dreamed  thatll  was  scrioustjr 
the  [rarpoie  of  Die  Uiiliili  ministry  at  this  time  to  evacuate  all  the  maritime 
pofti  ID  the  United  Statct,  The  object  of  the  miaiktry  wa*  a  vigorous  pttMccu- 
lion  of  tlic  war  in  tlie  Wot  IndicN  againxt  Fri.ncc  and  Siiam,  having  alieadjr 
determined  to  eAneede  the  tndtpendcnc*  of  the  thirteen  eolenieft. 

The  real  intentions  of  the  Briiixh  cabinet,  however,  were  carlr  penetrated 
byConnI  dc  Vcrgcnncs.  Wltliin  three  weeki  after  the  deponure  of  Sir  Gay 
Carieton  from  Kngland,  that  minister  wrote  ah  follows  to  M,  dc  la  I.uieme. 

"Every  appearance  Indicates,  thai  llic  Britiih  inteod  iviihdrsvriiijj  thdr 
lorcet  from  I'M  United  Slate«  ;  or.  at  leav.  that  ihe  war  will  not  be  protecuteil 
there  any  more.  They  ue  piol>ably  preparing;  to  continue  the  war  in  the 
Uland«  against  the  lloiiw  of  Roiiibon.  Attempts  ate  made  for  a  icparale 
peace.  Dr.  Franklin  nnd  Mr,  Adam*  will  undoubtedly  render  an  acoauBt  of 
the  piopoHiU  which  have  been  ofTcred  to  them.  Thcii  lancuacc  liaa  been  linn, 
and  in  Ibc  true  principle*  of  tlie  alliance.  In  thi«  retpect  vire  cannot  applaad 
them  too  highly,  and  you  miy  testify  lo  Congrtis  our  entire  satitfactlon.  If 
(he  English  coniinoc  hoitililici  on  ihe  cnntincnt,  it  will  be  interesting  to  see  in 
what  manner  the  Americans  will  endeavour  to  render  themselves  uselul  to  an 
ally,  who  hn^  served  them  >a  largely.  1  do  not  expect  fiom  them  much  cflce- 
lire  aid  ;  but  I  hope  they  will  be  iuffieiently  enlightened  noi  to  atcribe  to  the 
good-will  of  the  new  ministry  thni  which  cannot  and  ought  not  to  be 
coiwidcrod  in  any  olIici  Ugltt  Uiao  a>  the  cffctt  of  their  weakne«." — MS. 
Lttttrfrmn  Vergetutei  ta  Lmurn*.  Versailles,  May  ad.— ^rA/, 
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— and  have  urged  them,  with  the  warmth  of  zeal  8e 
earnestness  to  a  full  &  speedy  compliance  with  your 
Expectations. — I  wish  this  application  may  have  its 
desired  effect. 

1  am  experiencing  much  Trouble  from  Complaints 
of  the  Army  against  Mr.  Sands's  execution  of  his 
Contracts.  By  last  post  I  transmitted  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  Copies  of  proceedings  respecting  the 
Contract  for  West  point  and  its  dependencies.  & 
inclosed  you  will  have  those  under  the  Contract  for 
moving  the  Army. — It  appears  pretty  evident  to  me, 
that  the  Contractors  for  the  latter  have  availed  them- 
selves of  Mr.  Sands's  knowledge  and  Experience  to 
reject  every  thing  in  the  new  one.  that  did  not  imme- 
diately tend  to  his  case  and  emolument  in  the  old 
one; — and  which  like  every  thing  else  of  the  kind, 
that  is  not  attended  with  mutual  convenience,  must 
cflTcct  its  own  reformation  or  destruction. — For  it 
cannot  be  expected  that  an  Army  which  has  suffered 
every  specie  of  hardship  and  distress,  that  could  arise 
from  want  of  pay,  deficiencies  in  their  rations,  and 
{ti/i  new)  want  of  C/oa thing.  wi!t  submit' content ediy 
to  a  measure  which  is  not  warranted  by  the  Usage 
and  customs  of  any  other  Army,  merely  because  it 
in  convenient  and  beneficial  to  the  Contractors — Every 
man  must  know,  and  Mr.  Sands  acknowledges  it,  that 
issuing  to  a  Regiment  at  one  Draft,  does  not  give  to 
each  Man  the  Ration  which  is  prescribed  for  him 
by  the  Contract  :  and  to  compell  the  Officers,  who 
may  wish  to  corn  a  little  Beef,  or.  by  way  of  change 
to  furnish   their  Tables  with    Poultry,  or  the  smaller 
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kinds  of  Meat— or  who  may  sometimes  be  from 
camp,  or  Quarters,  and  at  other  Times  wish  lo 
entertain  a  friend,  to  take  their  Allowance  in  the 
same  draft,  and  at  the  same  time  with  the  Men, 
whether  their  necessities  call  for  more  or  less,  or  for- 
feit it,  is  not  only  unusual,  but  extremely  hard  and 
disagreeable  to  them  ;  and  will,  if  continued,  be  pro- 
ductive of  serious  Consequences — not  only  from  their 
disquietudes,  but  the  Jealousies  which  will  prevail 
among  the  Men,  who  with  or  without  cause,  will 
suspect  that  the  Officers  not  only  take  their  fidi 
AHmoance,  but  will  have  it  of  the  choisest pieces  leav- 
ing them  to  share  the  defieiemy  in  that  which  is  more 
indifferciiL  *  *  *  Besides,  as  the  Contractors 
seem  to  think  themselves  under  no  iegai  Obligation, 
or  controul  to  fulfill  their  Contract. — and  are  dete^ 
mined  to  encounter  no  Expence  which  they  can  pos- 
sibly avoid, — 1  may  be  thwarted  by  &  by  in  my 
Disposition  of  the  Troops:  because,  by  increasing 
their  Clerks,  it  will  add  to  their  Expence.  These 
Considerations,  &  the  incessant  Complaints  which  I 
am  obliged  to  hear,  &  which  engages  a  large  portion 
of  my  Time,  induces  me  to  urge  again,  that  the  per- 
son who  is  to  be  the  Arbiter  of  them  may  come  for- 
ward without  delay.  { 
I  have  not  made  these  observations  from  a  disincli- 
nation to  support  this  Contract,  or  any  other  System 
by  which  the  public  interest  can  be  promoted;  and  I 
should  do  injustice  to  the  Officers  of  this  Army,  was 
I  not  to  declare,  that  as  far  as  my  opportunities  have 
gone  (and  I   have  conversed  freely  on  the  subject 
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from  the  General  to  the  Ensign)  they  seem  equally 
well  disposed  to  carry  it  into  execution  ;  but  they 
can  see  no  reason  why  the  Contractors  should  pocket 
the  benefits  which  flow  from  their  distresses. 

//  llu  Offiurs  could  receive  their  pay,  or  even  their  sub- 
sidence re^Hlarly.  more  especially,  if  they  tould,  as  I  am 
UM  is  the  Custom  luilh  the  British  Service,  have  always 
a  month  of  lite  latter  in  advaner  it  is  possible  lltey  wouid 
renouuu  both  Sands  &  his  Issues  :  bid  having  none  of 
ilu  former  &  with  diffkadty  come  at  the  latter,  it  is  hotii 
inconveiUeni  and  mortifying  to  them  to  be  tyed  up  as  they 
are,  when  it  does  not  appear  thai  tlie  public  interest  is 
advanced  by  it ,-  but  admitting;  it  is  so  in  a  small  degree, 
we  may  spin  the  thread  of  (Economy  'till  it  breaks. — 
Minds  scnmred  by  distresses  are  easily  rankled — as  a 
specimen  of  it,  the  privates  of  Uu  ConnectictU  Line  were 
the  other  day  upon  ike  eve  of  a  general  Mutiny,  the  vigi' 
Unce  of  the  Officers  discovered  it  a  few  hours  before  they 
were  to  parade  &  the  ring  leaders  hmv  been  irycd  & 
exeeuled — besides  this,  desertions  are  more  pret'olent  than 
ever  ;  by  the  last  Returns  a  greater  number  went  off  than 
ever  did  in  the  same  space  before, — and  Ihd  I  knozv  liow 
much  you  have  laboured  for  thf  means  of  paying  tlte 
Army,  df  how  i/tapplicoble  the  remark  is  to  you,  'till you 
are  furnisiied  with  these,  I  cannot  help  additig,  that  it  is 
very  dij^eult,  if  not  impractieahU  to  convince  Military 
Men  whose  interests,  feelings  &  wants  are  continually 
g^a-tini;  them,  that  people  fioltling  Civil  offices  are  better 
entitled  to  receive  tlu  wages  of  service,  punctually  than 
they  are. — /  mention  these  things,  my  Dear  Sir,  not  so 
muih  because  /think  it  in  your  poioer  to  afford  redress, 
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as   bemuse,  I  think  you  should  he  acguainitd  ttnik  (he 
temper  that  prevails. 

I  might  have  mentioned  too  in  a  more  proper 
place,  that  while  Mr.  Sands  was  saving  fifty  or  an 
hundred  pounds  in  the  establishment  of  his  Issues, 
the  public  have  expended,  from  the  information  I 
receive,  at  least  4000  pair  of  shoes  &  1000  blankets 
extraordinary  in  transporting,  two  or  three  miles 
over  rugged  roads,  the  provision  from  these  places  on 
Men's  shoulders, — however  1  do  not  blame  Mr.  Sands 
more  for  this,  than  the  Officer  who  permitted  it. 

M*)i  35U1. 

I  had  written  the  foregoing  part  of  this  Letter 
before  I  received  the  inclosed  complaints,  from  which 
it  appears  that  the  Officers  do  not  agree  rn  sentiment 
with  me  in  receiving  their  subsistence  in  money  & 
purchasing  their  own  provisions  ;  But  placing  the 
matter  as  they  do  upon  the  footing  of  Right,  ihcir 
Observation  shows  that  without  their  concurrence, 
the  difficulties  cannot  be  compounded  in  that  way. 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  that  the  Army  may  not 
appear  to  be  forming  complaints  without  pointing 
to  a  remedy,  I  have  prepared  the  general  Outline  of 
a  System  of  Issues,  which  if  adopted  would  in  my 
Opinion,  be  equitable  &  satisfactory — This  I  intended 
to  have  sent  to  you  by  this  Conveyance  but  to  save 
Trouble  &  Delay  have  concluded  it  will  be  best  to 
take  the  Sentiments  of  Mr.  Sands  &  some  of  the 
most  sensible  &  judicious  Officers  upon  it;  that  all 
parties  here  may  be  agreed  previous  to  communicatg. 
it  for  your  Approbation. 
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{Aiiko  Mr.  Safids  has  been  repeatedly  urged  to 
furnish  the  stipulated  Deposits  for  West  pointy  yet 
that  important  post  is  now  almost  without  a  Barrel  of 
salted  provisions .-  d)'  xohich  means  it  is  in  a  most 
alarmg.  Situation,  not  being  able,  were  tlu  Etumy  to 
make  a  sudden  Attempt  upon  it,  to  hold  a  seige  of 
three  Days.)  Add  to  this  Omission,  the  whole  Army 
have  been  without  Meat  of  any  kind,  for  three  or  four 
Days  past. — I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  these 
neglects — I  can  only  tell  you  the  serious  truth  &  ask 
what  Remedy  is  provided  in  such  Cases  ? — how  is 
Mr.  Sands  to  be  compelled  to  perform  his  Duty }  and 
where  is  the  compulsory  power  lodged  ? 

I  fear  you  will  think  this  Letter  very  tedious — but 
the  subject  required  much  to  be  said.  I  have  men- 
tioned to  the  Secy,  at  War,  this  Communication  & 
have  desired  him  to  assist  you  in  its  Consideration. 
— I  hope,  that  on  Consultation,  you  will  afford  us 
speedy  Relief,  as  I  know  not  to  what  Extremities 
the  present  Uneasiness  may  push  us.     I  am  &c' 


TO   COLONEL    LEWIS    NICOLA. 
5l[^  Nrwbuku.  »  May,  1788. 

Wtth  a  mixture  of  great  surprise  and  astonish- 
ment, I  have  read  with  attention  the  sentiments 
you  have  submitted  to  my  perusal.  Be  assured,  Sir, 
no  occurrence  in  the  course  of  the  war  has  given 
me  more  painful  sensations,  than  your  information 
of  there  being  such  ideas  existing  in  the  army,  as 

'  Tbe  iuliciud  pirU  ol  ihii  letter  wet«  wriltea  in  c/pher. 
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you  have  expressed,  and  I  must  view  with  abhorrence 
and  reprehend  with  severity.  For  the  present  the 
communicatn.  of  them  will  rest  in  my  own  bosom, 
unless  some  Further  agitation  of  the  matter  shall 
make  a  disclosure  necessary. 

I  am  much  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  part  of  my 
conduct    could    have  given   encouragement    to  an 
address,  which  to  me  seems  big  with  the  greatest 
mischiefs,  that  can  befall  my  Countr)-.     If  1  am  not    - 
deceived  in  the  knowledge  of  myself,  you  could  not    1 
have  found  a  person  to  whom  your  schemes  arc  more 
disagreeable.     At  the  same  time,  in  justice  to  my  A 
own  feelings,  1  must  add,  that  no  man  possesses  a 
more  sincere  wish  to  see  ample  justice  done  to  the 
army  than  1  do  :  and.  as  far  as  my  powers  and  influ- 
ence, in  a  constitutional  way.  extend,  they  shall  be 
employed  to  the  utmost  of  my  abilities  to  effect  it,  M 
should  there  be  any  occasion.     Let  me  conjure  you, 
then,  if  you  have  any  regard  for  your  Country,  con- 
cern for  yourself  or  posterity,  or  respect  for  me,  to 
banish  these  thoughts  from  your  mind,  and  never 
communicate,  as   from   yourself  or   any  one  else,  a 
sentiment  of  the  like  nature.     I  am.  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  scr\anL' 


t  TtM  atiow*  MMarkabt*  le««t  b  a  iruMti^  fiw  Uw  int  dnft  in  Waaliinc- 
tou't  Kitn4UttliR):.  Tlic  (oltawif^  c«ili&c«t<  it  •pf>c»>l«4  to  il.  and  ii  >1ki 
in  i)tt  i*Mue  ktBdiritinc.  f\(«fii  tkc  liciMMm,  vUck  arc  auogtaplis  ol  tbc 

"  1*^  fMWiiBC  te  Ml  nact  copY  «f  «  kttcr.  vUdi  wc  *ealcd  ud  acat  vS  la 
CftloNri  Nfcok,  u  tW  wifwtt  dl  the  writet  of  it 

"  D.  Hi'MNaunre.  A.  D.  C. 
"  JoxATMAR  TMDOCIX.  Jck..  SttrHa^." 
riw  rfliicv«ttttt«  Mw>«t:  (*■*  #K«<n  aad  ««Hkn  im  tW  uwy.  r««p«ctM{  the 
■miMaCW  ol  iWlt  ^y  smI  ikru  Mur  iwapnta.  had  thnAj  inamttA  to  an 
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TO    BRIGADIER-GENERAL    HAZEN. 


^^^  llBAi»^VAEniiu,  4  June,  178a, 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  37th  of  May, 
and  am  much  concerned  to  find,  that  Captain  Asgill 
has  been  sent  on,  notwithstanding  the  information. 
which  you  had  received,  of  there  being  two  uncondi- 
tional prisoners  of  war  in  our  possession.     I  much 

■luming  degrtf.  Colonel  NicoU,  txanji  a  man  •>(  t«sp«cUbl«  cti*rncl«T, 
waiewliki  advanced  in  life,  and  alto  on  icnotof  Uiiiniauy  wllh  tlic  CnminuKlei- 
m-diief,  K«iut  (o  hAve  been  mucli  cwiKnlteil  by  the  iitlici  uRiccK,  and  madv  a 
BUdiuai  for  com iDiwiett ling  vctlially  their  complainK,  piev4iii-<»,  and  appic- 
bcoiians.  Tu  ibesc  Wakhiniflun  had  liHIcneil  witli  hk  ummI  oomplAiiance, 
rith  311  unfcigBvd  cxpreuiiun  ol  feeling  for  ihe  tti<>trt.-Hes  of  ihe  troops,  sad  an 
UBinalified  decUtalion,  that  no  efforts  on  hit  part  >li<jul(l  be  wanling  topio- 
cnn  (or  ihcm  the  juulcc  and  remuneration  whicli  ihctr  long  tcrvicvi  and  mc> 
lifiofc  had  ntented. 

Id  thih  Maicc  oi  aflairs,  ciihi-r  of  lii>  owu  luutioii,  or  (rum  llic  iuilifiatiou  »( 
utben.  Colune)  Nicola  addmscd  to  the  Coinmftnder-in- chief  a  paper  of  an 
cxtiwirlinsry  lenor,  which  ilr<-w  fruin  him  the  ahos'n  leplj.  After  w)me  gen- 
enl  remark^  on  the  drplunlilc  i-oiiililion  of  itic  army,  and  ilic  little  hope  they 
cooM  lw«e  of  Iwing  properly  rewanl«d  by  Congreu.  lite  Colonel  proceeds  to  ■ 
political  diMfiiwtion  on  the  iliflefeat  formt  o(  govemmeal,  and  comet  lo  the 
raadulon  Uuu  rcpablic^  utc.  of  nil  others,  the  leasi  tutccpiibk  of  sitability. 
■od  the  lea&l  eapAbleo(  securing  the  righls,  (reedom.  and  properly  of  individu. 
ab,  Iti»  inference  i>,  that  Amcrii:*  van  never  pcoipqr.  or  become  a  iiatiuii, 
imdef  nch  a  form.  The  Kn^liab  i^ivernmenl  he  con>tden  the  mmt  »U(-cenful 
nperiment  Ihni  hns  yet  been  irie^l.  Then  reverting  >c>inewhjti  in  d«lail  to  the 
Anaaclal  opeiatinnii  of  the  mu,  and  to  Ihe  muliiplicil  and  incteuiii);  btir^ciia 
which  ererjwiiere  bofe  li<a*Uy  iipuii  Ihe  people,  he  added  : 

"  This  DiuiJ  have  :ibown  to  all,  and  lo  military  men  in  |iarliculat,  the  wcnk- 
aeiK  of  repablia,  anil  ihc  cxcrlioiia  die  army  had  been  ubk  to  make  by  being 
MHleT  a  proper  bead.  Tberrforc  I  little  doubt,  that,  when  Ihe  benclita  of  a 
■flted  £ovecnnieTit  arc  puinled  out,  and  duly  coiuidered,  inivh  vill  be  readily 
idopied.  In  ihiK  ca»  it  will.  I  believe,  be  unconirovcrtcid.  that  the  wmo 
aliiUliM  which  hare  led  ui  through  dinicuUieii,  apparctitly  intiirmoun table  by 
bniBaii  power,  to  victory  and  gloty,  iIiqac  quatiiie^,  that  h^ve  merited  And 
obtained  the  uairer\al  enteeni  and  veneration  o(  an  army,  would  be  mut  liltdjr 
)0  c«B<lBct  and  direct  tia  in  ibc  kiuoolhcr  path*  of  peace, 

"  Some  pcopk  hare  w  connccled  the  idcai  of  tyranny  and  monarchy,  u  to 
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fear,  that  the  enemy,  knowing  our  delicacy  respecting 
the  propriety  of  retaliating  upon  a  capitulation  officer 
in  any  case,  and  being  acquainted  that  unconditional 
prisoners  arc  within  our  power,  will  put  an  unfavor- 
able construction  upon  this  instance  of  our  conduct 
At  lease,  under  present  circumstances.  Captain  Asgill's 
application  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton  will,  I  fear,  be  pro- 
ductive of  remonstrance  and  recrimination  only, 
which  may  possibly  tend  to  place  the  subject  upon 
a  disadvantageous  footing.' 

find  it  vciT  difficult  to  acp«niie  them,  tt  may  therefore  be  requUie  to  ghv 
tlie  head  or  mch  a  contttilulion,  as  I  propow.  tome  title  spparently  more  nod- 
enlc ;  but  if  ftll  oilier  llul>)[^  wcrt  once  adinslt-d,  t  believe  strung  iUxumanU 
rniRtil  be  prodiiccl  (ot  admiiiinc  the  liilc  ol  KING,  which  1  conceive  wmilil  bt 
aiiend«(i  wiih  8oin«  iu«ieri«l  ailvaniagi-i.'* 

Thai  ilib  hini  iru  well  undcrslood  by  Wa.-.hiiigi(>ii,  is  evident  (roQi  ilic  lone 
u(  hii  rebuke,  which  1^  st*ni.  direct,  and  severe,  and  luih  as  lo  itrcclttde  mtKl 
eflectuall^  in^  fnrthei  idT«nce«.  N'or  i«  tt  lo  be  ikivtumcd.  that  C«I«n«l 
Kiculawu  alone  in  Uic  !u:hcine  ihiu  {lul  furward  under  ihc  sanction  i>f  ht* 
itam*.  There  wm  unciucitionihly  at  tliii  timr.  and  Tor  hoidc  titnc  aricnvardi, 
•  parly  iu  ibo  omiy,  neither  small  In  number,  nor  ii»if;nifi<:uil  in  character, 
prepared  lo  Mcond  ami  luiinin  a  mcnHircof  thw  kind,  which  they  (.-onccived 
neeeuary  to  strengthen  the  civil  pawer.  draw  wit  the  reteurcec  of  the  country, 
and  cstablifib  n  durable goveromcnt.—^'ij, 

'  "  At  the  drawiuK  a(  loi^  which  wuji  done  in  the  presence  of  Major 
Cordon  and  all  the  British  captains  uilhin  the  litiiilfe  prevcrihcd,  the  unfortn* 
nate  lot  has  fallen  un  Captain  Charles  Aitp'll,  of  the  (joardx,  n  young  gentle- 
inan  nineteen  yeAr»  of  .igr  :  a  tnoM  amiable  character :  the  only  wn  of  Sir 
Charlci  Asuill ;  heir  to  an  exi^^nstvr  fortune  nnd  an  hottorablc  title  \  and  of 
couisc  he  has  great  iniercifl  in  the  British  court  and  army.  The  BriUxh  officers 
are  highly  ennged  at  ihe  conduct  of  Kir  Henr>-  CUntnn  ;  they  have  wl idled 
my  leave  lo  »ciid  an  oiSccr  lo  Mew  Vork  on  this  ovcwtivn,  or  that  I  irnuld 
intercede  with  the  rainUtcr  of  war  lo  grant  ii.  Heine  fully  coiiviDCc<l.  thai  no 
inconvenience  cunld  pot.ihly  .-irine  to  onr  caute  from  this  indulgence,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  lliat  good  policy  and  humanity  dictate  the  mcA^urc,  I  was  pleaded 
at  the  applicitimi.  .inH  Mtih  chccrlulnei*  have  rocommended  to  ihe  miuitter  of 
«ar  to  grant  the  hononble  Captain  Ludlow,  ton  to  tlie  linrl  of  Ludlow,  leave 
to  carry  the  rcprcscntaiionk  of  ihotc  unfonnoatc  officers,  who  openly  declare 
ihey  have  been  ilcscrted  by  their  general,  and  given  up  to  niRer  for  (he  tins  of 
thofuilty." — //dOM)  A>  ff4/Ati^f«M.  Q7  May.  I7B>. 
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To  remedy,  therefore,  as  soon  as  possible  this  mis- 
lake,  you  will  be  pleased  immediately  to  order,  that 
Lieutenant  Turner,  the  officer  you  mention  to  be 
confined  in  York  gaol,  or  any  other  prisoner,  who 
falls  within  my  first  description,  may  be  conveyed  on 
to  Philadelphia,  under  the  same  regulations  and 
directions  as  were  heretofore  given,  that  he  may  take 
the  place  of  Captain  Asgill.  In  the  meantime,  lest 
any  misinformation  respecting  Mr.  Turner  may  have 
reached  you,  which  might  occasion  further  mistake 
and  delay.  Captain  Asgil!  will  be  detained  until  I  can 
learn  a  certainty  of  Lieutenant  Turner's  or  some 
other  officer's  answering  our  purpose :  and,  as  their 
detention  will  leave  the  young  gentleman  now  with 
us  in  a  very  disagreeable  state  of  anxiety  and  sus- 
pense. I  must  desire,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  use 
every  means  in  your  power  to  make  the  greatest 
despatch  in  the  execution  of  this  order. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO  COLONEL    ELIAS    DAVTON. 

HEAcV'QtiAKTERE,  4  Jsnc.  I78>. 
SlK, 

1  am  just  informed  by  the  secretary  at  war,  that 
Captain  Asgill,  of  the  British  guards,  an  unfortunate 
officer,  who  is  destined  to  be  the  unhappy  victim  to 
atone  for  the  death  of  Captain  Huddy,  had  arrived 
in  Philadelphia,  and  would  set  off  very  soon  for  the 
Jersey  line,  the  place  assigned  for  his  execution.  He 
will  probably  arrive  as  soon  as  this  will  reach  you, 
and  will  be  attended  by  Captain  Ludlow,  his  friend. 
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whom  he  wishes  to  be  admitted  to  go  into  New  York, 
with  an  address  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton  on  his  behalf. 

You  will  therefore  give  permission  to  Captain 
Ludlow  to  go  by  the  way  of  Dobbs's  Fcrrj-  into  New 
York,  with  such  representation  as  Captain  Asgill 
shall  please  to  make  to  Sir  Guy.  At  the  same  time, 
I  wish  you  to  intimate  to  the  gentlemen,  that,  at* 
though  I  am  deeply  affected  with  the  unhappy  fate, 
to  which  Captain  Asgill  is  subjected,  yet,  that  it  will 
be  to  no  purpose  for  them  to  make  any  representa- 
tion to  Sir  Guy  Carleton.  which  may  serve  to  draw 
on  a  discussion  of  the  present  point  of  retaliation; 
that,  in  the  stage  to  which  the  matter  has  been  suf- 
fered to  run.  all  argumentation  on  the  subject  is 
entirely  precluded  on  my  part ;  that  my  resolutions 
have  been  grounded  on  so  mature  deliberation,  that 
they  must  remain  unalterably  fixed.  You  will  also 
inform  the  gentlemen,  that,  while  my  duly  calls  me 
to  make  this  decisive  determination,  humanity  dictates 
a  tear  tor  the  unfortunate  ofTering,  and  inclines  me  to 
say,  that  1  most  devoutly  wt&h  his  life  may  be  saved. 
This  happy  event  may  be  attained ;  but  it  must  be 
effectwl  by  the  British  Commander-in<hief.  He  knows 
the  altrmativc.  which  will  accomplish  it ;  and  he 
knows,  that  this  alternative  only  can  avert  the  dire 
extremity  from  the  innocent,  and  that  in  this  way  alone 
the  manes  of  the  murdered  Captain  Huddy  will  be 
beat  appeased.' 


>  «•*■  imb.  nf  «hUkMt*tlali 


IM  kha  to  tkhm  CaiMk  Ai«tN,  vilk  til  thi 


fk  b  oittck  oal :  *'  1  «ridi 
pmiUc.  tliai  no  nd- 
boB  them  directly  lo 


» 


Tti    MAJOR-GENERAL    I.INCOU). 


In  the  mean  time,  while  this  is  doing,  I  must  beg 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  treat  Captain  Asgil!  with 
every  tender  attention  and  politeness  (consistent  with 
^  bis  present  situation),  which  his  rank,  fortune,  and 
I  connexions,  together  with  his  unfortunate  state, 
I    demand.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  8lc 

5  Jun«,  1781. 

Mr  DEAR  Sir, 
■  Col.  Hazen's  sending  an  Oliiicer  under  the  capitu- 
'  tation  of  York  Town  for  the  purpose  of  retaliation, 
has  distressed  me  exceedingly — Be  so  good  as  to  give 
tne  your  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  doing  this  upon 
Cap:  Asgill  if  we  should  be  driven  to  it  for  want  of 
an  unconditional  prisoner. — 

Presuming  that  this  matter  has  been  a  subject  of 
much  conversation ;  pray,  with  your  own,  let  me 
know  the  opinions  of  the  most  sensible  of  those  with 
whom  you  have  conversed. 

Congress  by  their  Resolve  has  unanimously  ap- 
proved of  my  determination  to  retaliate — the  Army 
have  advised  it — and  the  Country  look  for  it — But 
how  far  It  is  justifiable  upon  an  Officer  under  the 
faith  of  a  Capitulation,  if  none  other  can  be  had,  is 
the  question  ? 

Hazen's  sending  Captn.  Asgill  on  for  this  purpose 
making  the  matter  more   distressing,  as  the  whole 

ne— that  I  can  aitend  to  no  Kpi>liL.)iton  Un  Midi  ii  ulult  be  ratilc  lij  the  Brit. 
itb  Commander  in  chief." 
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business  will  have  the  appearance  of  a  farce,  if  some 
person  is  not  sacraficed  to  the  mains  of  poor  Huddy ; 
which  will  be  the  case,  if  an  unconditional  prisoner 
can  not  be  found,  and  Asgill  escapes — 

I  write  tc  you  in  exceeding  great  haste ;  but  beg 
your  sentiments  may  be  transmitted  as  soon  as  pos* 
sible  (by  Express)  as  I  may  be  forced  to  a  decision 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days.     *     •    •' 


TO   ARCHIBALD  CARV. 


Head  QkS.,  Nbwxvko,  t;  Jua«,  itSS. 

Mv  DEAR  Sir. 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  25th 
ulto.  enclosing  sundr)'  resolutions  of  your  Assembly, 
respecting  the  insidious  manoeuvres  of  the  enemy, 
who,  it  IS  evident,  cannot  mean  well,  because  they 
take  indirect  steps  to  obtain  that,  to  which  a  plain 

■  "  YCM  wUl  f  nfOfwi  mt.  u  vkAf  u  pci«jbl«.  nf  dw  pR«ait  ntoation  af  Cap- 
tain AagiU,  the  pruooet  doliiwJ  f«i  rettliatioa,  ukI  what  pmpcct  be  hai 
d(  rclid  fHun  kit  applicaiioa  ti>  Sir  (.'m;  Cartcton,  which  1  hare  been  iafonncd 
he  ha*  maile  (hruugfa  hii  fn«nd  Capuin  [.Qdlon.  1  haw  hcAM  aothlng  i*\ 
liMH  New  Votk  in  c«u««iuciigc  of  this  applicatioii.  Hit  fate  will  tie  ni$peii<l«d 
itU  I  can  be  iafaciDed  Ihc  decMtai  of  Sir  Ghj  ;  but  I  an  ImiMUent,  leu  ihU 
dnoU  b«  nnrauMubtj  delayed.  The  encnjr  oocht  lo  have  learned  before  ihn, 
tlurt  nr  resohtMos  ue  itol  to  be  triAed  wi;h.     I  am,  ftc. 

"  P.  S.  I  am  tnforamJ  that  Captain  AigfU  ii  at  Chatham  without  Eurd. 
in4  oiidv  wt  raouralnt.  Tbit,  i(  Irae.  b  cert>inl]r  wronc-  1  wjah  lo  hara  llw 
TWU«C  SO*t**>*>  tivntc^  with  all  the  tcndctneas  pMoible,  consislect  with  hit 
prannt  dt«ntk>B  ;  but,  until  hb  die  U  dMemincd,  he  mnu  be  considered  U  a 
i;l<M#  pe(Mi«e«,  and  be  Lcpt  iti  the  (reatni  >t«vhly.  I  rcqvet.  ttkcrclert,  thst 
be  \»  MM  iuunciUaiclrtoth*  Janeytttw,  whcrcheis  to  be  kept  ckw  prisotwr, 
in  [Effect  Mcoritjr.  till  faiAef  ocdan.' — WmiUi^tm  U  L'*tmt^  Daylm,  it 
J»»f,  nil. 
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road  is  opened,  and  ever)'  good  man  is  desirous  of 
obtaining  upon  honorable  terms.  I  thank  you,  my 
good  Sir,  for  the  resolves,  whh.  you  did  me  the  honr. 
to  enclose.  They  breathe  a  proper  spirit,  and  with 
others  uf  a  like  kind  in  the  different  assemblies  will, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  convince  the  enemy,  that  it  is  both 
their  interest  and  policy  to  be  honest. 

I  very  sincerely  condole  with  you  on  your  late 
heavy  loss,  but  he  that  gave  has  a  right  to  take  away, 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  us  all,  to  submit  to  his  will, 
altho'  we  cannot  but  feel  the  strokes  we  sustain. — 

I  should  have  been  very  happy  to  have  seen  you 
while  I  was  in  Virginia,  if  it  had  been  but  for  a  mo- 
ment— indeed  the  pk-asurc  must  have  been  momcn- 
tarj* — for  my  hours  all  the  while  I  was  in  that  State 
were  so  occupied  by  the  constant  duties  of  my  station 
that  1  could  devote  no  part  of  them  to  the  enjoyment 
of  my  friends  which  was  not  only  mortifying  to  me, 
but.  probably  displeasing  to  some  of  them. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  learn  from  so  good 
authority  as  your  pen,  that  the  Assembly  of  Virginia 
is  better  composed  than  it  has  been  for  several  years. 
L  Much,  I  think,  may  be  expected  from  it ;  the  path  we 
^^are  to  tread  is  certainty  a  plain  one  ;  the  object  is  full 
^^^■our  view,  but  it  will  not  come  to  us ;  we  must  work 
V^ttr  way  to  it  by  proper  advances,  and  the  means 
H  of  doing  this  is  men  and  money.  In  vain  is  it  to 
V  expect,  that  our  aim  is  to  be  accomplished  by  fond 
I  wishes  for  Peace  ;  and  equally  ungenerous  as  fruitless 
■  will  it  be  for  one  State  to  depend  upon  another  to 
'       bring  this  to  pass.    For  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  speak 
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figuratively,  our  Assemblies,  in  Politics,  are  to  be 
compared  to  the  wheels  of  a  clock  in  mechanics. 
The  whole,  for  the  general  purposes  of  war,  shd.  be 
set  in  motion  by  the  grt.  wheel,  (Congress ;)  and,  if 
all  will  do  their  parts,  the  machine  works  easy  ;  but  a 
failure  in  one  disorders  the  whole,  and  without  the  large 
one,  (wch.  sets  ye  whole  in  motn.,)  nolhg.  can  be  done. 
It  is  by  the  imited  wisdom  .ind  exertions  of  the  whole 
in  Congress,  who  I  presume  do  justice  to  all  (but  if 
they  fail  by  being  disproportionate  in  the  first  in- 
stance it  should  in  my  opinion  be  sought  for  and 
remedied  in  the  second  rather  than  derange  the  whole 
business  of  a  Campaign  by  the  delays  incident  to 
contention)  that  we  are  to  depend  upon.  Without 
this  we  are  no  better  than  a  rope  of  Sand,  and  arc  as 
easily  broken  asunder. 

I  write  thus  openly  and  freely  to  you.  my  dear  Sir, 
because  I  pant  for  retirement,  and  am  persuaded  that 
an  end  of  our  warfare  is  not  to  be  obtained  but  by 
vigorous  exertions.  The  subjugation  of  America,  so 
far  at  least  as  to  hold  it  in  a  dependent  state,  is  of 
too  much  importance  for  Great  Britain  to  yield  the 
palm  to  us  whilst  her  resources  exist,  or  our  inac- 
tivity, want  of  system,  or  dependence  upon  other 
powers  or  upon  one  another  prevail.  I  can  truly 
say,  that  the  first  wish  of  my  Soul  is  to  return 
speedily  into  the  bosom  of  that  country,  which  gave 
mc  birth,  and.  in  the  sweet  enjoyment  of  domestic 
happiness  and  the  company  of  a  few  friends,  to  end 
my  days  in  quiet,  when  I  shall  be  called  from  this 
stage.     With  great  truth  and  sincerity,  I  am,  &c. 
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TO    ROBERT    MORRIS. 

WxKD  QuARTrsa,  i6  June,  1783, 

Mv  DEAR  Sir, 

Your  two  favors  of  the  fourth  Instant  were  deliv- 
ered to  me  by  General  Lincoln. — It  is  an  easy  matter 
to  perceive  by  the  tenor  of  one  of  them  you  have 
imbibed  an  Opinion  that  the  Officers  of  this  Army 
are  captious,  and  that  by  attempting  to  remove  one 
complaint,  a  Door  is  opened  to  others. — 1  am  not 
much  surprized  at  this — You  have  probably  adopted 
it  from  the  Representation  of  Mr.  Sands,  of  whom 
)ut  doing  him  injustice,  it  may  be  said  he  is 
lely  plausible — extremely  narrow  minded — 
disingenuous  and  little  abounding  in  a  temper  to 
conciliate  the  good  will  of  the  Army  or  to  adopt  any 
measure  for  the  convenience  and  accommodation  of 
the  Officers. — These  traits  of  Mr.  Sands's  character 
are  not  drawn  by  a  pen  under  the  influence  of  preju- 
dice, or  of  one  improperly  biassed  in  favor  of  the 
Army  :  they  are  facts  of  which  I  have  and  can  produce 
proofs,  and  'till  the  happening  of  which,  I,  upon  the 
spot,  was  deceived. 

Mr.  Sands,  Sir,  if  I  have  not  formed  a  very  errone* 
ous  opinion  of  him,  is  determined  to  make  all  the 
money  he  can  by  the  Contracts — Herein  I  do  not 
blame  him, — provided  he  does  it  honestly,  and  with  a 
reciprocal  fulfillment  of  the  agreement.— Of  a  want 
of  the  first,  I  do  not  accuse  him  ;  but  his  thirst  of  Gain 
leads  him  in  my  opinion  into  a  mistaken  principle  of 
Action. — He  is  very  tenacious  of  all  those  parts  of 
the  Contracts  which  point  to  the  convenience  and 
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Emolument  of  the  Contractors,  and  till  very  lately 
was  determined  to  be  his  own  Judge  of  them,  but  is 
regardless  of  other  parts  which  enjoin  certain  [stipu- 
lations] upon  them. — To  these  causes,  and  these  only 
is  to  be  ascribed  I  conceive,  the  present  deplorable 
state  of  the  Magazines,  and  the  dangerous  conse- 
quences which  may  flow  from  it,  our  frequent  want 
of  daily  food,  and  the  little  prospect  of  better  supplies, 
and  the  inconveniences  which  the  Army  experience  in 
the  mode  of  issuing.  He  cannot  I  presume  chai^ 
these  neglects  to  a  failure  on  your  part ;  and  sure  I  am 
he  cannot  do  it  to  the  scarcity  of  Provisions,  for  the 
Country  is  surcharged  with  all  kinds  of  it — But  in  ex- 
pectation it  is  said  of  reducing  the  price  of  salt  meat 
(which  unfortunately  it  seems  has  risen  upon  him), 
he.  notwithstanding  the  contract  and  repeated  calls 
and  the  consequences  of  a  failure,  has  neglected  it  to 
this  moment  And  to  avoid  theexpence.  it  is  moreover 
added,  of  Pasturage  (for  how  else  is  it  to  be  ac- 
counted for  ?)  and  perhaps  a  Httlc  diminution  in  the 
weight  which  all  Armies,  and  all  Contractors  in  the 
world  arc  obliged  to  submit  to.  this  Army  became 
the  sport  of  and  suffered  by  ever)'  accident  or  delay, 
which  happens  to  the  droves  of  Beef  cattle. 

1  should  not,  my  Dear  Sir.  have  given  you.  who 
I  know  have  business  and  perplexities  enough  with- 
out the  trouble  of  reading  these  observations,  (after 
being  told  that  the  Secretary  at  War  would  inquire 
into  and  redress  grievances),  but  from  a  love  of  Jus- 
lice,  and  a  desire  that  every  Man  and  description  of 
Man,  should   be  known  and  rewarded  or  punished 
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according  to  their  deserts,  and  because  ic  would  seem 
that  your  opinion  has  been  founded  on  the  represen- 
ution^  of  Mr.  Sunds,  who  yielding  nothing  himself, 
requiring  every  tiling  of  others,  and  failing  in  the  most 
essential  parts  of  his  Contract,  adopts  as  is  too  com- 
monly the  case  with  little  minds,  the  policy  of 
endeavoring  to  place  the  adverse  party  in  the  wrong, 
that  he  may  appear  in  a  more  favorable  point  of  view 
himself, 

The  very  thing  which  you  and  every  body  else 
points  out  as  so  easy  to  do,  is  not  done,  and  is  the 
principal  hardship  complained  of  by  the  Officers,  who 
think  it  surprizing  that  they  cannot  enjoy  a  benefit 
which  is  essential  to  themselves  and  costs  the  public 
nothing,  because  it  will  give  a  little  trouble  to  the 
Contractors. 

Those  Officers  who  claim  the  specific  ration  as  a 
matter  of  right  could  not  in  justice,  and  1  persuade 
myself  would  not  in  decency,  complain  if  they  should 
be  compelled  to  draw  or  forfeit  them.  But  the  ques* 
tion  in  my  Opinion  is,  whether  they  ought  to  be  com- 
pelled to  draw  them  (whether  they  want  them  or  not) 
and  whether  (as  it  costs  the  public  no  more  to  give 
them  the  alternative  of  drawing  the  specific  Ration 
or  its  value)  it  is  not  reasonable,  especially  under  the 
deprivation  of  pay,  to  gratify  them  in  it,  as  it  Js  all 
they  have  to  live  upon. 

I  shall  beg  your  indulgence  but  a  little  while  longer 
Itll  I  subscribe  fully  Co  your  observation  that,  without 
a  Civil  list,  neither  Civil  nor  Military  Men  can  exist ; 
but  [  must  beg  leave  to  add  to  it  as  my  own  that,  if 
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the  Militar>'  should  disband  for  want  of  Pay  (while the 
war  continues  to  rage)  a  period  will  very  soon  be  put 
to  the  Civil  Establishment  under  our  present  Con- 
stitution— the  Civil  and  Military  Men,  having  a  recip- 
rocal dependancc  upon  each  other,  taxation  of  the 
property  of  one  being  equal  to  that  of  the  other,  and  the 
wants  of  both  the  same,  it  is  worthy  of  some  consid- 
erations whether  the  first  is  to  receive  all  and  the 
other  no  part  of  their  pay. 

These  Sentiments,  my  dear  Morris,  are  between 
ourselves,  and  tho'  freely  communicated  to  you  aj« 
concealed  from  the  Ofiliccrs  of  this  Army,  on  whom  I 
am  constantly  inculcating  patience  and  forbearance; 
adding  that  their  relief  must  flow  from  the  Taxes,  and 
that  it  is  incumbent  upon  all  and  every  of  them  to 
impress  the  necessity  of  Taxation  upon  their  several 
Connexions  and  Friends  as  the  only  source  of  redress, 
for  that  you  are  totally  unsupported  and  cannot  work 
miracles. 

As  1  never  say  any  thing  of  a  Man  that  I  have  the 
smallest  scruple  of  saying  io  htm,  I  would  not  be  un- 
derstood to  mean  h  this  betn^  between  ourselves  that 
any  part  of  ii  that  effects  Mr.  Sands  should  be  hid 
from  him.  You  are  perfectly  at  liberty  if  you  think  it 
necessary-  to  communicate  these  my  Sentiments  to  him. 

I  hope  some  good  will  result  from  the  deputation 
of  Congress  to  the  several  States — Inclosed  1  send 
you  a  Copy  of  my  Letter  to  them  of  the  4th  of  May. 
and  should  have  done  it  sooner,  if  I  could  have  trusted 
the  conveyance  without  putting  the  Letter  in  Cypher. 
I  pray  you  to  make  a  tender  of  my  best  respects,  in 
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which  Mrs.  Washington  joins  me  most  cordially,  to 
Mrs.  Morris  &  Miss  Livingston,  and  to  believe  that 
with  every  sentiment  of  esteem  and  Regard  I  am,  &c. 


TO  THE  SECRETARY    AT   WAR. 

HBAi>-QuAitTKits.  17  Jime,  iTSa. 

Dear  Sir. 

When  pressed  by  necessity  to  adopt  a  measure,  a 
choice  is  scarcely  left  to  us.  In  answer,  therefore,  to 
your  letter  of  the  izth  instant,  I  am  obliged  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  tardiness  of  the  States  will  compel  us 
to  that,  which  in  my  opinion  policy  forbids. 

At  this  critical  moment,  inclination  would  not  lead 
me  to  consent  to  disbanding  any  corps  of  the  army. 
But  if  the  States  cannot,  or,  what  is  the  same,  will 
not  recruit  the  regiments,  which  are  quotaed  nor  fur- 
nish the  supplies  which  arc  necessary  for  their  support, 
we  must  next  consider  what  kind  of  troops  under  the 
present  view  of  the  matter  can  best  be  dispensed  with  ; 
in  doing  which,  I  cannot  hesitate  to  declare,  that  cav- 
alry, in  present  circumstances  and  the  probable  opera- 
tions of  Che  campaign,  will  be  least  useful,  and  for 
that  reason  ought  to  be  the  first  to  be  reduced-  But 
how  to  effect  this  purpose  appears  difficult,  the  corps 
being  very  much  dispersed,  and  the  sentiments  of  the 
officers  quite  unknown  to  me^  I  confess  I  am  at  a 
loss  how  to  point  out  any  particular  mode.  To  make 
ii  a  matter  of  arrangement  with  the  officers  to  deter- 
mine among  themselves  who  should  go  out,  and  who 
should  remain  in  service,  would  be  a  work  of  time. 
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To  select  the  best  from  among  the  whole,  is  not  only 
an  invidious  business,  but  requires  a  perfect  knowl- 
edge of  each  individual  character,  a  knowledge,  which, 
with  a  few  exceptions.  I  confess  myself  unpossessed 
of.  And  to  retain  the  corps  or  officers  by  seniority 
may,  and  1  am  sure  in  some  instances  would,  give 
the  most  indifferent  officers  in  the  whole  line  of  the 
cavalry.  Not  being  able  to  hit  on  any  method,  which 
is  satisfactory  to  myself,  I  submit  this  point  to  your 
decision. 

If  the  regiments  of  artillery,  allotted  to  the  States 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  cannot  be  completed, 
an  event  of  which  I  see  but  little  prospect,  however 
inconsistent  it  may  be  with  policy,  and  whatever  con- 
sequence it  may  involve,  I  readily  subscribe  to  the 
opinion  of  blending  the  two  into  one.  Nothing 
surely  can  be  more  inconsistent  with  every  principle 
of  economy,  than  to  keep  up  whole  corps  of  officers 
for  the  sake  of  a  few  or  a  handful  of  men.  There 
cannot,  I  think,  be  a  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  redu- 
cing Hazen's  regiment.  The  Canadian  part  of  it  may 
be  formed  into  one  or  more  companies  according  to 
their  number,  and  be  employed  as  watermen,  or  in 
other  services  suited  to  their  circumstances  ;  the  re- 
mainder to  be  turned  over  to  the  States  to  which  they 
respectively  belong. 

What  prospects  the  States  south  of  the  Delaware 
have  of  getting  their  regiments  filled,  under  the  sev- 
eral modes  adopted  by  them,  I  know  not ;  therefore 
can  give  no  opinion  respecting  them,  but  am  certain 
that  no  regiment  of  infantry  belonging  to  any  State 
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north  of  the  Delaware  ought  to  be  reduced.  Most 
of  the  staff  departments  of  the  army  have  undergone 
a  recent  change  Those,  I  presume,  cannot  want  a 
revision.  The  quartermaster's  department  has  been 
regulated  without  any  participation  of  mine,  and  I 
know  too  little  of  its  present  constitution  to  form  any 
judgment  upon  it.  The  same  is  the  state  of  my 
knowledge  respecting  the  clothier's  department.  1 
can  only  obser\-e  to  you  that,  upon  an  application  to 
me  from  the  assistant  clothier  here  for  provisions,  it 
appeared  to  me,  that  he  had  more  persons  employed 
under  him  than  I  thought  necessary,  and  on  that 
principle  I  refused  to  give  htm  an  order  for  his  full 
request 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  given  you  my  sentiments  on  your 
queries.  If  they  shall  prove  of  any  use  in  efi^ecting 
the  salutary  purposes  you  wish,  I  shall  think  myself 
happy  in  contributing  in  this  way  to  the  general  weal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO  JOHN  DICKINSON,  PRESIDENT  OK  DELAWARE. 

llEAU'QvAKTKas,  19  Jonc,  178*. 

Sir. 

I  feel  myself  much  obliged  by  the  friendly  commu- 
nication of  your  sentiments  to  me  on  the  subject  of 
retaliation,  conveyed  under  your  favor  of  the  30th 
May,  a  subject  truly  disagreeable  and  distressing  to 
me.  The  horrid  circumstances  of  barbarity,  which 
introduced  the  instance  which  now  gains  our  partic- 
ular atteniion,  came  to  me  under  the  representation 
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of  so  respectable  a  body  of  citizens,  that  they  could 
not  but  gain  my  notice  and  inttrrposition  ;  especially 
from  a  consideration,  that,  if  it  was  not  taken  up  in 
this  line,  the  people,  strongly  provoked  by  their  feel- 
ings, on  the  occasion  would  probably  have  assumed 
the  matter  upon  their  own  decision,  and  brought  it  to 
an  issue  under  their  own  power,  which  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, if  permitted,  would  have  involved  circum- 
stances still  more  lamentable  and  calamitous. 

In  taking  my  resolutions,  I  also  found  myself  sup- 
ported by  many  repeated  declarations  of  Congress  on 
this  subject.  And.  after  my  resolutions  being  taken, 
I  had  the  satisfaction  to  receive  the  fullest  and  most 
decided  approbation  of  that  honorable  body  in  this 
particular  instance.  But,  under  all  these  circum- 
stances, although  [  never  had  a  doubt  on  the  general 
propriety  of  the  measure,  yet  it  was  not  my  intention, 
could  it  be  avoided,  to  have  taken,  as  a  subject  of 
retaliation,  an  officer  under  sanction  of  capitulation 
or  convention  ;  and  my  first  orders  were  issued  agree- 
able to  that  idea  ;  but  unfortunately  it  was  reported 
to  mr,  that  no  officer  of  an  unconditional  description 
was  in  our  possession,  which  laid  me  under  a  neces- 
sity of  giving  further  orders,  exceeding  my  original 
intentions,  in  consequence  of  which  the  unhappy  lot 
has  fallen  upon  Captain  Asgill,  a  prisoner  under  the 
capitulation  of  Yorktown. 

I  feel  myself  exceedingly  distressed  on  this  occa- 
sion ;  but,  my  resolutions  having  been  taken  upon  the 
most  mature  deliberation,  supported  by  the  approba- 
tion of  Congress,  and  grounded  on  the  general  concur- 
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fence  of  all  the  principal  officers  of  the  army,  who 
were  particularly  consulted  on  the  subject,  cannot  be 
receded  from.  Justice  to  the  army  and  the  public, 
my  own  honor,  and,  I  think  I  may  venture  to  say. 
universal  benevolence,  require  them  to  be  carried  into 
full  execution.  It  rests,  therefore,  with  the  British 
commander-in-chief  to  prevent  this  unhappy  measure 
taking  effect.  An  application  is  gone  to  Sir  Guy 
Carleton  from  Captain  .AsgJll.  begging  his  interposi- 
tion to  avert  his  fate.  The  matter  is  now  in  agita- 
tion :  and  I  am  told  that  a  strict  inquiry  is  making 
Into  the  conduct  of  Lippincott,  who  is  charged  as 
being  the  principal  perpetrator  of  the  cruel  murder 
of  Captain  tiuddy.  Should  this  inquiry  lead  to  giving 
satisfaction,  by  a  compliance  with  my  original  demand 
to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  my  feelings  will  be  greatly  re- 
lieved, and  1  need  not  assure  you,  that  1  shall  receive 
the  highest  pleasure  from  such  an  event.     I  am.  &c. 


TO   LIEUTENANT-COLONEL    TENCH    TILGHMAN. 

Hbad  Qks.,  NvwBURGii,  9  July,  1761. 

My  dear  Sir, 

'Till  your  letter  of  the  28th  ulto.  arrived  (which  is 
the  first  from  you,  Sc  the  only  direct  acct.  of  you, 
since  we  parted  at  Philadelphia,  we  have  had  vari- 
ous conjectures  about  you — some  thought  you  were 
dead — others  that  you  were  married — and  all  that 
you  had  forgot  us.— Your  letter  is  not  a  more  evident 
contradiction  of  the  first  and  last  of  these  supposi- 
tions than  it  is  a  tacit  confirmation  of  the  second  ; 
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and  as  none  can  wish  you  greater  success  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  Plan  you  arc  upon  than  I  do,  so 
believe  me  sincere,  when  I  request  you  to  take  your 
own  lime  to  accomplish  it.  or  any  other  business  you 
mav  have  on  hand — at  the  same  time  1  must  be  allow- 
ed  to  add,  that  you  have  no  friend  that  wishes  more 
10  see  you  than  I  do. — 

1  have  been  in  constant  expectation  ever  since  my 
arrival  at  this  place,  of  a  summons  to  meet  Count 
Rochambeau  at  Philadelphia  to  settle  a  plan  for  the 
ensuing  Campaign  —  The  non  arrival  of  the  dis- 
patches from  his  Court  has  hitherto  prevented  it — 
but  the  absolute  ni;cessity  (to  avoid  delay  after  they 
do  arrive) — has  induced  me  to  propose  a  meeting  at 
all  events,  that  we  may  settle  such  hypothetical  plans 
as  will  facilitate  our  operations,  without  waiting  an 
interview  after  the  dispatches  shall  arrive.  I  shall 
know  the  result  of  this  proposition  in  the  course  of 
a  few  days,  as  my  dispatches  left  on  the  24th  ulto. 

We  have  nothing  New  in  this  Quarter — Sir  Guy, 
gives  strong  assurances  of  the  pacific  disposition  of 
His  most  gracious  Majesty — by  Land — Sir  (that  is 
to  be)  Digby,  gives  proofs,  if  he  is  deficient  in  assur- 
ances, of  His  said  Excellent  Majesty's  kind  intention 
of  Capturing  every  thing  that  swims  on  the  face  of 
the  Waters  :  and  of  his  humane  design  of  suffoca- 
ting all  those  who  are  found  thereon,  in  Prison  Ships, 
if  they  will  not  engage  in  his  service — This,  to  an 
American,  whose  genious  is  not  suscepiable  of  refined 
ideas,  would  appear  somewhat  inconsistent ;  but  to 
the  expanded  mind  of  a  Briton  they  are  perfectly 
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reconcilable.  Whether  they  are  right  or  wrong,  time 
must  determine. 

I  am  just  returned  from  a  Visit  to  our  Northern 
Posts,  in  which  Albany,  Schenectady.  Saratoga,  the 

and  the  Fields  of   Burgoyne  were  visited ' — 

Mrs.  Washington  who  sets  out  this  day  for  Mount 
Vernon  thanks  you  for  your  kind  remembrance  of  her 
^^he  wishes  you,  as  1  do,  as  much  happiness  as 
you  can  do  yourself. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT  OP   CONGRESS. 

NtWBURC.  9th|uly,  1782. 

Sir, 

Having  found  a  moment's  leisure  to  examine,  my- 
self, into  the  situation  of  affairs  on  the  frontiers  of 
this  State,  I  have  lately  made  a  journey  up  the  Hud- 
son and  Mohawk  Rivers  as  far  as  Saratoga  and 
Schenectady. •■  Just  before  my  arrival  there,  a  party 
of  three  or  four  hundred  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of 
British,  refugees,  and  savages,  had  made  an  incur- 
sion down  the  Mohawk,  attacked  and  captured  (after 
a  gallant  defence)  a  small  guard  of  Continental 
troops,  who  were  stationed  at  the  only  remaining 
mill  in  the  upper  settlements,  which  they  also 
destroyed. 

By  a  deserter  from  this  party  we  are  informed,  that 
the  enemy  arc  taking  post  at  Oswego,  and  are  either 
rebuilding  the  old,  or  erecting  new  fortifications  there. 

'  Ha  tM  eai  out  the  a4ih  June. 

'  Haldimaad  ibuugbt  ihi*  «iitt  wu  euiiiad  bj  a  smpccted  tnoTcmcnt  on  the 
paft  of  VenDOiii. 
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Whatever  the  design  of  the  enemy  may  be  by  thus 
occupying  a  new  post,  and  extending  themselves  on 
the  frontier,  I  consider  it  my  duly  to  inform  Congress 
thereof,  and  have  for  that  purpose  taken  the  liberty 
to  forward  this  by  the  earliest  safe  conveyance  since 
my  return  from  the  northward. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency 
copies  and  extracts  of  sundry  letters,  which  have 
lately  passed  between  the  British  commander-in-chief 
and  myself.  The  subjects  contained  in  them  being 
principally  of  a  civil  nature,  I  must  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit them  to  the  consideration  and  direction  of  Con- 
gress. I  think  it  only  necessary'  to  remark,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  plausibility  of  the  terms  on  which 
Sir  Guy  Carleton  proposes  the  exchange  of  Ameri- 
can seamen  for  British  soldiers,  in  his  letter  of  the 
7th  instant,  it  must  still  be  obvious,  that  Jt  would 
amount  to  nearly  the  same  thing  to  have  the  prison- 
ers so  exchanged  employed  against  our  allies  in  the 
West  Indies,  as  it  would  to  have  them  acting  against 
ourselves  on  the  continent' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   GRBEHB. 

Mv  DEAR  Sir,  n.w««k..  ,jui,.  .7s.. 

Your  letter  of  the  2  2d  of  April,  also  your  two 
favors  of  the  19th  of  May  with  the  returns  of  the 
army  under  your  command,  have  been  duly  received; 

*  Th<  ref omI  of  Gcncrat  Wuhington  to  cortespoiKl  with  Sir  Guf  C«^tm  on 

civil  affalismcl  with  the  fall  approhatlon  orCongrcu— ^vwriMi/j,  Aufiisi  tub. 

'  Read  in  Con^re^s  July  isth,  referred  to  Withen)iooii,Madiitoii,  and  IitBtl«<l{e. 


but,  having  been  in  momently  expectation,  that  intel- 
ligence would  arrive  from  Europe,  or  some  other 
event  turn  up,  which  might  disclose  the  intentions  of 
the  enemy,  and  give  a  clue  for  the  final  determination 
of  the  operations  of  the  campaign,  I  have  delayed 
fora  few  days  giving  you  my  answer.  Notwithstand- 
ing I  am  at  this  hour  as  much  in  the  dark  as  ever,  I 
can  defer  no  longer  the  pleasure  I  always  experience 
from  indulging  myself  in  a  free  communication  and 
interchange  of  sentiments  with  you.  To  participate 
and  divide  our  feelings,  hopes,  fears,  and  expectations 
with  a  friend,  is  almost  the  only  source  of  pleasure 
and  consolation  left  us,  in  the  present  languid  and 
and  unpromising  state  of  our  affairs. 

It  gives  me  infinite  satisfaction  to  find,  that,  by 
your  prudence  and  decision,  you  have  put  a  period 
to  the  progress  of  a  dangerous  mutiny,  and,  by  your 
example  of  patience  and  firmness,  reclaimed  the  army 
amidst  all  their  agravated  sufferings  to  that  good  dis- 
position, which  it  has  been  your  great  merit  to  pre- 
serve in  your  command  through  the  worst  times. 
Their  distresses  are  truly  deplorable ;  and.  while  the 
almost  insurmountable  difficulty  of  transporting  cloth- 
ing and  the  smaller  supplies  (whicti.  General  St  Clair 
reports,  are  still  detained  on  the  road  for  want  of 
the  means  of  conveyance)  gives  mc  the  most  sensible 
pain  and  anxiety,  it  but  too  clearly  proves  the  imprac- 
ticability of  removing  by  land,  under  our  present 
prospects  of  finance,  the  artillery  of  siege  and  immense 
quantity  of  stores  necessary  for  a  serious  operation 
against  Charleston. 
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The  disastrous  event  of  the  naval  action  in  the 
West  Indies  may.  indeed,  and  probably  will  now  give 
a  total  alteration  to  the  complexion  of  the  campaign. 
This  will,  in  all  human  probability,  operate  more 
than  any  other  circumstance  against  the  evacuation 
of  the  southern  States  ;  for  what  would  have  been  a 
ver)'  hazardous  line  of  conduct,  and  would  have  ex- 
posed the  enemy  to  a  fatal  blow  in  case  of  a  naval 
conperation  on  this  coast,  may  now  be  considered  as 
a  rational  and  prudent  measure,  on  their  part.  But 
the  mode  of  defensive  war  (which  the  enemy  affect  to 
have  adopted,  in  which  I  would  however  place  but 
ver>'  little  confidence),  and  especially  the  detachment 
from  Charleston,  which  must  have  weakened  them 
considerably,  will,  [  hope,  enable  you  in  all  events  to 
hold  your  own  ground  until  the  southern  and  middle 
States  shall  have  made  some  elTorls  for  your  rein- 
forcement, and  until  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  con- 
tinent in  jjenerai  shall  be  put  in  a  better  situation. 
Some  little,  I  flatter  myself,  will  be  done,  although  I 
must  confess  my  expectations  for  the  campaign  are 
not  very  sanguine.  I  feel  with  you,  my  dear  friend, 
all  the  regret  and  mortification,  that  can  possibly  be 
conceived,  from  a  consideration  that  we  shall  be  able 
to  avail  ourselves  so  imperfectly  of  the  weakness  and 
embarrassments  of  our  enemy;  while,  on  the  other 
Jiand,  I  think  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  from  some 
late  indications  the  enemy  have  given,  by  taking  post 
at  Oswego  and  extending  themselves  on  the  frontier, 
that  they  mean,  availing  themselves  of  our  languor 
and  looking  forward  to  the  hour  of  pacification,  to 
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occupy  as  much  territory  as  they  are  able  to  do,  be- 
fore a  negotiation  shall  be  entered  upon.  I  wish  we 
may  be  in  a  capacity  to  counteract  their  designs. 

I  have  given  my  opinion  to  Congress  through  the 
secretary'  at  war,  that  it  will  be  advisable  to  make  a 
permanent  incorporation  of  all  the  troops  southward 
of  the  Delaware  in  the  manner  you  propose ;  but,  as 
the  observations  did  not  apply  to  the  other  troops, 
these  regiments  ought  to  remain  on  their  present 
establishment. 

As  to  the  movement  and  disposition  of  the  French 
array,  I  will  tell  you  exactly  my  idea,  and  plan  respect- 
ing it,  and  how  the  matter  now  rests.  While  we 
continued  in  the  state  of  uncertainty,  which  has  so 
long  perplexed  and  prevented  us  from  forming  any 
projects  whatever,  I  wished  to  have  the  corps  of  the 
Count  de  Rochambeau  remain  in  a  situation  equally 
capable  of  looking  cither  way.  as  circumstances  might 
eventually  require,  being  well  persuaded  in  my  own 
mind,  that  with  their  assistance  (without  the  aid  of  a 
naval  force)  we  should  not  at  this  time  be  able  to  do 
anything  efTectual  against  New  York,  defended  by 
its  present  garrison  ;  and,  presuming  still  greater  dif- 
ficulties would  oppose  themselves  to  an  attempt 
against  Charleston,  I  proposed  to  postpone  my  final 
resolution  until  we  should  hear  from  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic.  For,  allowing  your  army.  In  conjunc- 
tion with  the  French  troops,  to  be  completely  com- 
petent to  the  object,  the  transportation  by  land  of 
heavy  artillery  stores  and  apparatus  appeared  to  me 
an  inevitable  obstacle,  which  I  have  fully  explained 
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in  my  letter  of  the  23d  of  April  last.  Besides,  the 
diminution  of  an  army  in  so  long  a  march,  and  the 
innumerable  advantages  the  enemy  must  derive  from 
the  command  of  the  water,  were  considerations  with 
me.  And,  as  I  flattered  myself  we  might  be  able  to 
keep  the  enemy  in  check  with  our  present  force,  both 
in  the  northern  and  southern  departments,  I  there- 
fore thought  it  expedient,  that  the  select  corps  of  our 
allies  in  Virginia  should  continue  unimpaired  as  a 
corps  de  reserve  in  that  State,  until  new  information 
or  circumstances  should  produce  new  orders  from 
me;  unless  the  Count  dc  Rochambeau  should  first 
be  apprized  of  some  contlngence  or  event,  which 
should  render  a  movement  in  his  opinion  proper  ;  in 
which  case  the  matter  was  left  to  his  determination. 
I  have  this  moment  learned  from  his  Excellency,  the 
Minister  of  France,  that  the  Count  has  already  com- 
menced his  march  northward  What  circumstances 
have  led  to  this.  I  am  unable  to  say  ;  but  expect  to  see 
the  Count  himself  in  a  few  days  (by  appointment)  at 
Philadelphia,  where  it  is  proposed  to  enter  into  a 
discussion  of  the  possible  objects  and  views  of  the 
campaign,  so  far  as  our  general  and  imperfect  knowl- 
edge of  afifairs  will  admit,  and  from  whence  I  shall 
have  the  pleasure  to  Inform  you  of  any  thing  of 
moment,  that  may  in  the  mean  time  take  place,  or 
ultimately  be  in  contemplation. 

Under  an  idea,  that  the  French  troops  would  cer- 
tainly be  withdrawn  from  Virginia  at  some  moment 
of  the  campaign,  and  perhaps  unexpectedly,  1  have 
long  since  written  to  Governor  Harrison  on  that  sub- 
ject, and  requested  that  a  body  of  men  might  be  tn 
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readiness  for  the  defence  of  the  State  on  that  occa- 
sion. Indeed  I  have  written  almost  incessantly  to  all 
the  States,  urging,  in  the  most  forcible  terms  I  could 
make  use  of,  the  absolute  necessity  of  complying  with 
the  requisitions  of  Congress  in  furnishing  their  con- 
tingents of  men  and  money,  and  am  unhappy  to  say 
the  success  of  these  applications  have  not  been  equal 
to  my  expectation. 

1  am  happy  to  assure  you  there  was  no  foundation 
for  the  report  of  my  having  had  a  narrow  escape  in 
passing  the  Clove.  In  return,  we  have  had  a  similar 
account  respecting  yourself,  which  I  hope  was  equally 
groundless.  Believe  me,  my  dear  Sir,  I  shall  always 
consider  myself  deeply  interested  in  whatever  con- 
cerns you,  and  shall  ever  rejoice  at  your  health,  safety, 
and  felicity. 

Mrs.  Washington,  who  is  just  setting  out  for  Vir- 
ginia, joins  me  in  most  affectionate  regards  to  Mrs. 
Greene  and  yourself.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  the  most 
perfect  esteem,  &c. 

P.  S.  Although  the  campaign  does  not  promise 
much  activity,  yet  I  shall  wish  you  to  keep  me  as 
regularly  and  accurately  informed  of  the  state  of  your 
department  as  possible,  noting  the  strength,  move- 
ments, ajid  position  of  your  own  army,  and  that  of  the 
enemy.  It  may  also  be  essential  (or  me  to  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  resources  of  the  country  and 
every  thing  of  a  military  or  political  nature,  which 
may  be  interesting  to  our  future  plans  and  operations.' 

'  Acconlins  to  lb«  propoMi  of  Count  de  Rocbambefta.  %  conference  wftt  held 
fti  IttlladclphiA,  retjiec ting  the  futnte  O|^nkliont  of  the  ounpaigD.  The  two 
commftndcn  net  then  on  ihe  ijth  of  July.     As  no  insiniclions  liad  l>«en  te- 
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TO    LIEUTENANT-COLONEL   JOHN    LAURENS. 

HtAD-Qf  AxrEM,  10  JntTi  >?83- 

My  dear  Sir, 

The  last  post  brought  me  your  letter  of  the  19th  of 
May.  I  must  confess,  that  I  am  not  at  all  astonished 
at  the  failure  of  your  plan.  That  spirit  of  freedom, 
which  at  the  commencement  of  this  contest  would 
have  gladly  sacrificed  every  thinjr  to  the  attainment 
of  its  object,  has  long  since  subsided,  and  every  self- 
ish passion  has  taken  its  place.  It  is  not  the  public, 
but  private  interest,  which  influences  the  generality  of 
mankind,  nor  can  the  Americans  any  longer  boast  an 
exception.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  would  rather 
have  been  surprising  if  you  had  succeeded,  nor  will 
you  I  fear  succeed  better  in  Georgia.' 

ceived  from  the  Preach  court,  it  wan  not  in  the  power  of  Count  d«  Rochun- 
besu  togiveiD)- drcidtd  information  u  lo  the  time  k  French  tirct  might  Ik 
enpected  cm  the  co«-it  from  the  Wmi  Indies,  or  ilJi  Urength  when  amv»^d.  He 
hul  rciCiUD  to  suppoec.  Iiowevcr,  tli&t  it  vioulil  come  to  the  northward  ;  and,  a> 
the«iclt[y  neaKiawMapprnjichingin  Virginia,  he  luil  put  his  troop*  uadCTinaicb' 
ingordan  alioDt  the  Ittofju])',  and  «K]i«rtc<l  tlicj  would  react  Baltitnor* before 
Ihe  end  <rf  ihe  monlb.  Ii  wns  agreed,  rhcfcforc.  rhai  ihe  French  nimjr  tbonM 
remain  a  few  dajrs  at  Baltimore,  till  furtlier  inunictians  or  Intelligence  dtonid 
b«  received,  and  thai,  unlcMtpccial  rciuaiis  taight  appear  to  ihc  contrary,  the 
arm]^  kIiouM  continue  its  [iiarth  nurthwinlly,  and  join  the  Amicricaii  force*  on 
the  Hodiirm.  This  plan  wai.  thought  advijuble,  moreover,  lo  prevent  Sir  Cay 
Culeiun  from  lenilin^  ilcUdiment.-i  (rimt  New  Voric  lo  Jamaica,  whstc  (hey 
might  be  (omcrt  aeatnM  the  French  in  ihe  West  Indies. 

An  elaborate  memoir,  pointing  out  rnriout  plans  of  a  cnmpalKti,  we*  pre- 
senled  bj  General  Wa^Viington  lo  Count  dc  Rocliainbcan,  who  forwarded  it  lO 
the  French  court.  ImniediBtely  aflcr  Ihe  Interview  General  WaKbington  re- 
turned to  Ncwl>urg,  ivlicte  he  arrived  on  tlic  37lh  of  July. 

'The  plan  here  mentioned,  which  Colonel  Laureni  wat  extremely  anxion* 
to  carry  into  effect,  was  to  mite  a  rtgimeDt  of  black  Uvies  In  South  Carolina, 
lie  brauj^ht  the  subject  before  the  leeislaiure  of  the  State,  and  punucd  it  with 
all  his  leol  and  iailueuce,  but  the  tncairutc  wa*  not  apprmed.  "  ll  wat  tome 
conM>lation,  however,"  «aid  he,  "to  perceive  that  truth  and  philosophy  had 
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In  the  present  moment,  there  is  verj'  little  prospect 
of  the  campaign  being  much  more  active  in  this  quar- 
ter than  in  yours.  However,  little  can  be  positively 
determined  on,  till  we  have  some  advices  from  Eu- 
rope, which  I  am  anxiously  waiting  for.  When  they 
arrive,  I  shall  be  better  able  to  tell  you  what  we 
may  expect 

Sir  Guy  Carleton  is  using  every  art  to  soothe  and 
lull  our  people  into  a  state  of  security.  Adml.  Digby 
is  capturing  all  our  vessels,  and  suffocating  all  our  Sea- 
men who  will  not  enlist  into  the  Service  of  His  Bri- 
tannic Majesty,  as  fast  as  possible  in  Prison  Ships; 
and  Haldimand,  (with  his  savage  allies,)  is  scalping  and 
burning  the  Frontiers.  Such  is  the  line  of  conduct 
pursued  by  the  different  commanders,  and  such  their 
politics.  You  have  my  best  wishes,  being  always 
sincerely  yours. 


TO  JAMES   McHENRV. 

M„    ^„.„    c.r.  PMILA.,  [ft  July.  178a. 

V    DEAR    biR, 

Mr.  Lindsay  handed  me  your  favor  of  the  14th. 
The  disposition  of  the  Prisoners  is  not  with  me,  but  I 
have  accompanied  your  request  to  the  Secretary  at 
War,  and  have  no  doubt  of  his  acquiescence.  If  the 
Ladies  should  derive  as  much  additional  pleasure 
from  the  allurement  of  this  Band,  as  I  wish  them, 
they  will  soon  be  at  the  summit  of  happiness. 

I  Mme  EiDund.  the  Mltragn  In  favor  <A  the  mcuurc  lieini;  twice  n  im- 

k  u  on  A  former  occaiii-an.     Some  hopci^  have  liecn  lAtelji  given  nui  froa 

'CcOTgwi  bvl  1  feu,  wben  iLc  qn«)tii»ais  put,  wc  >ball  be  oti(vQt«tl  thcic  niili 

at  RiKh  duparity  M  irc  tiivc  been  in  ih»  ccniiitry."— /lurptt'i  Briit^t,  SvulJ) 

CanlifM,  May  xtfih. 
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At  present  we  are  enveloped  in  darkness  ;  and  no 
man,  I  believe,  can  foretell  all  the  consequences  which 
will  result  from  the  naval  Action  in  the  West  Indies 
— to  say  no  worse  of  it,  it  is  an  unfortunate  affair — 
&  if  the  States  cannot,  or  will  not  rouse  to  more  vig- 
orous exertions,  they  must  submit  to  the  conse- 
quences. Providence  has  done  much  for  us  in  this 
contest,  but  we  must  do  something  for  ourselves,  If 
we  expect  to  go  triumphantly  through  with  it. 

My  coming  to  this  place  was  sudden  as  unexpected 
— Mrs.  Washington  left  Head  Qrs.  on  Tuesday. — On 
Thursday  1  rcc'd  a  letter  from  Count  De  Rocham- 
beau  by  one  of  his  aids,  which  induced  me  to  set  off 
on  Friday,  and  I  arrived  on  Sunday ;  so  that  my  being 
at  the  Minister's  celebration  of  the  birtli  of  the  Dau- 
phin, was  purely  accidental.'  I  heard  with  concern 
by  Colo.  Rogers  of  your  indisposition,  but  rejoice 
at  your  recovery. — As  your  fever  has  been  obstinate 
may  not  change  of  air  be  of  service  to  you — whether 
for  this,  or  other  purposes,  allow  me  to  add  that  I 
should  be  verj'  happy  in  your  spending  some  lime 
with  us  at  Head  Quarters.  In  a  letter  which  I  have 
lately  received  from  the  Marqs.  De  la  Fayette  he  de- 
sired to  be  particularly  remembered  to  you. — 1  am 
with  much  truth,  &c. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  foregoing.  I  am  informed 
by  one  of  my  Aids  who  1  sent  with  Mr.  Lindsay  to 
the  Secretary  at  War,  that  certain   plans  have   been 


'  r>r.  Ruth  gave  a  full  accminl  nf  this  cdebmtion  in  ■  Iciicf  itatcd  |6  Jaljr. 
1789,  print«d  In  ibc /'^rZ/Wi'it  nf  1S17.  anil  again  in  the  Alaga»ini  »J  Amtn- 
fHHuUry.  l877i  P-  V^' 
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adopted  by  him,  and  sanctioned,  that  will  prevent  Mr. 
Lindsay  getting  the  Music  in  .the  manner  heat  first 
proposed — but  on  terms  which  he  (Lindsay)  will 
readily  accede  to  if  the  prisoners  can  be  engaged  to 
yield  their  acquiescence. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  your  Let- 
ter respecting  the  Interview  which  Majr.  Lynch  reqs. 
with  persons  at  New  York.  Please  to  inform  that  Gen- 
tleman that  it  is  a  rule  Established  by  me  (and  I 
think  by  Congress)  for  all  Citizens,  to  bring  certifi- 
cates from  the  Executive  of  the  State  in  wch.  they 
reside  that  they  are  permitted  to  their  indulgence — 
it  is  then  no  more  than  an  act  of  official  duty  with 
me — Let  Mr.  Lynch  bring  this  to  Head  Qrs.  at  New- 
burgh,  &  I  will  order  the  officer  commanding  on  the 
Lines,  to  furnish  him  with  a  Flag. 


TO   MA;0RH3ENBRAL   GREENE. 

Head-Qvaktkrk,  Nkwburc, 
6  Auguat,  17S3. 

My  DEAR  Sir, 

In  my  last  letter,  of  the  gth  of  July  in  which  I  ac- 
knowledged your  several  favors  of  the  22d  of  April  and 
19th  of  May,  I  mentioned  my  expectation  of  soon 
meeting  the  Count  de  Rochambeau  in  Philadelphia, 
and  my  intention  of  writing  you  from  that  place,  in 
case  any  thing  of  moment  should  turn  up  in  the  mean 
while;  but  as  our  hopes,  that  public  despatches  would 
have  arrived  from  France  before  our  meeting,  have 
been  disappointed,  I  can  only  inform  you,  that  mat- 
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tens  now  rest  in  the  same  situation  as  described  in  my 
former  letters,  except  with  regard  to  the  negotiations, 
which  are  said  to  be  carrying  on  by  the  belligerent 
powers  in  Europe. 

Indeed,  I  hardly  know  what  to  think  or  believe  of 
the  disposition  of  the  court  of  Britain.  Certain  it  is, 
the  new  administration  have  made  overtures  of  peace 
to  the  several  nations  at  war.  apparently  with  a  design 
to  detach  some  one  or  another  of  them  from  the  gen- 
eral combination  ;  but.  not  having  succeeded  in  their 
efforts  for  a  separate  negotiation,  how  far  the  neces- 
sity of  affairs  may  carry  them  in  their  wishes  for  a 
general  paci6cation  upon  admissible  terms.  1  cannot 
undertake  to  determine.  From  tlie  former  infatua- 
tion, duplicity,  and  perverse  system  of  British  policy. 
I  confess  1  am  induced  to  doubt  every  thing,  to  sus- 
pect every  thing  ;  otherwise  1  should  suppose,  from 
the  subsequent  extract  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
ton  and  Admiral  Digby  to  mc,  dated  the  2d  instant, 
that  the  prospects  of,  and  negotiation  for,  a  general 
peace  would  be  very  favorable.' 

*  In  sciiiliu][  tltc^ainc  extract  to  Doctoi  Mcllcnrj',  Wuhineion  wrale: 
•'  Hete  then,  if  thcKC  riprnsions  ftr«  um  (mr«ncbf<l  in  General  Conway't 
■pMcb(whi'n  hcllircvr  aut  AD  Idea  of  giving  lo  America  th««ani)-ir'Wo(  Inde- 
pendency  ihat  ihcy  were  aboui  grAntingto  Ireknil)  i»ft  toliil  buisfor  <mu  Cov- 
iniuioD«n  to  raiie  Iheir  iu|iervlruciiue  njiun  ;  and  thinijfe  maj',  li  prababfy  itoon 
will  be  biought  to  &  ipccd;  and  Uft[)px  biuc,— Bui,  if  the  Miiuatfy  bush  no 
more  ihaii  (tcftl.  Conway  hn  hitiicd  al,  'i  it  plain  their  only  ntm  ii  to  Bain  lime, 
that  they  cn.iybecom»  moro  fonnidabl^  at  SeA— form  new  AIIianM«,  Jl  powfUr 
~^r  dininilc  iii,— Be  ibeir  object  viliiil  it  may,  wc,  if  wise,  shouM  putb  our 
preparations  "'ilh  vigor :  (or  nothing  will  liaiitFii  Pcacv,  more,  than  to  be  in  a 
Condition  Cor  War,  and  if  the  contoit  i*  to  continue,  't  ii  indifpenuibly  ueceuwy. 
"One  tbin^  buwcvcr  m  rcrtairi,  1>ut  how  ii  came  to  pass  b  not  rcry  well  nn- 
dantooi] ;  and  ihai  is,  ihat  tlic  l.elier  of  Carleinn  A  Digby  lo  mc,  bis  been 
pvUitbed  in  New  Vork,  and  has  ■prea<t  univemtl  coruilemittoa  among  all  the 
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"  We  arc  acquainted,  Sir,  by  .iiirhority,  tliat  negoiialions  for  a 
general  peace  have  already  commenced  at  Piiris,  and  that  Mr. 
Grenvilk  is  invested  with  fuH  powers  to  treat  with  all  parttefi  at 
war,  and  is  now  at  Pan's  in  ihc  execution  of  hts  commission. 
And  we  are  likewise.  Sir,  fiinher  made  acguainted,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty, in  order  lo  rcmnvc  all  obstacles  to  that  )ieacc,  which  he  so 
ardently  wishes  to  restore,  hascommanded  his  minister!)  to  direct 
Mr.  Grenville,  that  the  independency  of  the  thirteen  provinces 
should  bv  proposed  by  him,  id  the  first  instance,  instead  of  mak- 
ing it  a  condition,  of  a  general  treaty  ;  however,  not  without  the 
highest  confidence,  that  Ilic  loyalists  shall  be  restored  to  their 
possctisions,  or  a  full  com|)cQ6ation  made  ihcm  for  whatever  confis- 
cations may  have  taken  place." 

These  communications,  they  say.  had  just  arrived 
by  a  packet.  They  further  add.  thai  Mr.  Laurens  was 
enlarged  from  all  engagements,'  and  that  transports 
were  prepared  for  conveying  all  American  prisoners 
to  this  country  to  be  exchanged  here.  Whatever  the 
real  intention  of  the  enemy  may  be.  I  think  the 
strictest  attention  and  exertion,  which  have  ever  been 
practised  on  our  part,  instead  of  being  diminished, 
ought  Co  be  increased  thereby.  Jealousy  and  pre- 
caution, at  least,  can  do  no  harm.  Too  much  confi- 
dence  and  supineness  may  be  pernicious  in  the 
extreme. 


TrAies  of  RefugM* ; — who,  Kcluated  bj  dilteicBl  Pamon*— oi  the  Hme  putrion 
h  tliflcTcn:  (!ct[tcc»  &  fomit  ft  arc  a  mere  medley  of  confmcil-congcd  &  At. 
fectMl  efcaniinerv. — Some  li  U  snid  are  cuning— others  erylii({ — while  fat  ihe 
iptaklot  put  of  then  irctlruck  dumb.  •n<l  do  doI  kaoii'  wImi  id  do." — %Vath- 
imgten  U  James  A^t/fn^r^.  i$  Au;[ui[,  I7S3. 

'  Coiipws*  li^  dir«<1c'l  VVuhingtnn  Ift  "rentnd  imRi«duir«ly  t.UTiicn&Rl- 
GcBcnl  Eait  ComvrallU  to  ibc  Uniicd  Stales,  nnleu  ibe  ilonoTable  Henry 
fjntrciHi  b«  fonhviih TclcKscd  ftom  his  cRptivtiy.nnd  funiishcd  wiibpau|wnsii> 
any  p«t(  of  Europe  «t  America,  at  hit  ofiiion,  or  W  idniitlcit  lo  1  gcneriU  ps- 
foU."  Sir  Gny  farlMon  TCrriled  I^aI  L^autcn»  liad  b«n  for  wmctimc  in  porfcct 
lr««l«m,  and  had  considered  Comwallis  u  exchnnged. 
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There  having  been  a  vague  report,  that  a  small 
embarkation  of  cavalry*  and  infantr)'  was  to  take  place 
at  New  York,  to  relieve  part  of  the  garrison  of 
Charleston,  I  have  made  use  of  this  occasion  to  de- 
sire the  secretary  at  war  to  put  Armand's  legion 
immediately  in  motion  to  join  you.  and  have  requested 
he  will  use  his  endeavors  to  have  the  means  afTordcd 
to  facilitate  and  expedite  the  movement. 

A  mail  has  lately  been  intercepted  by  the  enemy 
between  Philadelphia  and  Trenton,  in  which,  I  am 
informed,  there  were  letters  from  you  to  me.  These 
by  the  time  of  their  capture  were  probably  of  the 
same  date  as  your  despatches  to  Congress,  wherein 
the  correspondence  between  General  Leslie  and 
yourself  was  enclosed.  1  mention  these  circum- 
stances, that  you  may  forward  duplicates  in  case  you 
should  judge  it  necessary. 

You  will,  I  imagine,  have  heard,  before  this  reaches 
you.  of  the  arrival  of  M.  V'audreuil  with  a  fleet  of 
thirteen  ships  of  the  line  on  this  coast.  1  can  give 
you  no  particulars,  as  I  have  no  official  account  of 
his  arrival.  The  army  of  the  Count  de  Rochambeau, 
having,  as  1  advised  you  in  my  last,  marched  towards 
the  northward,  at  our  meeting  in  Philadelphia,  (it 
was  concluded)  upon  a  consideration  of  all  circum- 
stances, that  this  corps  should  proceed  to  join  the 
army  on  the  Hudson.  They  were  at  Baltimore  by 
the  last  intelligence  from  that  quarter. 

Since  the  receipt  of  the  letter  from  the  commission- 
ers, Sir  Guy  Carleton  and  Admiral  Digby,  I  have 
seen  a  New  York  paper  of  the  3d  Instant,  in  which 
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is  a  speech  of  General  Conway,  and  some  other  arti- 
cles, which  appear  to  be  designed  to  propose  inde- 
pendence to  America  on  certain  conditions  not 
admissible,  namely,  that  the  legislature  of  America 
should  be  totally  independent  of  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  but  that  the  King^  of  England  should 
have  the  same  kind  of  supremacy  here  as  in  Ireland. 
I  have  not  information  sufficient  to  determine, 
whether  this  is  the  kind  of  independence  alluded  to 
in  the  letterof  the  commissioners,  or  not  I  wish  my 
suspicions,  however,  may  be  iH-founded.  VVishing 
you  all  the  success  and  happiness  you  can  desire,  I 
am,  my  dear  Sir,  with  the  highest  sentiments  of  regard 
and  esteem.  &c.' 


TO  JOHN    p.    POSEV. 

HUU  QUAKTMl.  NbWIURCH, 

Sir, 

With  a  mixture  of  surprize,  concern,  and  even  hor- 
ror, have  I  heard  of  your  treatment  of  the  deceased 
Mr.  Custis ;  in  the  abuse  in  misapplication  of  the 
estate  which  he  had  committed — with  much  confi- 
dence I  am  sure,  and  I  believe  personal  regard — to 
your  management. 


*  "  Am  a  runtt  of  tliii  conference  |Vt  PhilaildphlkX  T  WaA  Mnt  on  the  19th  fof 
J«lj]  to  Vortc,  in  Virginia,  on  x  micKinn  th«n  t^crci  hal  no  longer  so  ;  this  W4t 
to  L-mtnrk.  u  lOan  as  poM!l>lc,  out  siege  irtilleiy,  vrliitJi  «c  hail  left  si  West 
PtMBt.  8  Iragurt  e^ove  Yurit  on  the  taoic  river,  and  move  ii  up  (he  Cheupcakc 
Bay  to  Daltiaidrc.  ,  ,  .  The  *xtay  t&  lo  knvr  Uttllimore  the  I  jUi,  lo  p«u 
here  [Philadelphia]  uiid  to  inaich  to  the  North  River-" — Ftisfn  to  hit  FatM<r,  9 
Ai^bM,  ITSs.     The  tinn^  did  not  begin  lo  move  until  the  3oth. 
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If  what  I  have  heard,  or  the  half  of  it  be  true,  you 
must  not  only  be  lost  to  the  feelings  of  virtue,  honor, 
and  common  honesty — but  you  must  have  suflered  an 
unwarrantable  thirst  of  gain  to  lead  you  into  errors 
which  are  so  pregrant  with  folly  and  indiscretion,  as 
to  render  you  a  mark  for  every  man's  arrow  to  level 
at.  Can  you  suppose,  Sir,  that  a  manager  can  dissi- 
pate his  Employer's  Estate  with  impunity?  That 
there  are  not  Laws  in  every  free  country  by  which 
Justice  is  to  be  obtained  ? — or  that  the  Heirs  of  Mr. 
Custis  will  not  find  friends  who  will  pursue  you  to  the 
end  of  the  Earth  in  order  to  come  at  it  ?  If  you  do, 
you  are  proceeding  upon  exceedingly  mistaken  prin- 
ciples— but,  for  a  moment  only,  let  us  suppose  that 
you  have  taken  the  advantage  of  an  unsuspecting 
friend — /or  such  1  am  sure  Mr.  Custis  was  to you,-3sA 
that  you  have  acted  so  covertly,  as  to  elude  the  Law  ; 
do  you  believe  that  in  the  hours  of  cool  reflection — in 
the  moment  perhaps,  when  you  shall  find  that  ill- 
gotten  pelf  can  no  longer  avail  you  :  that  your  con- 
science will  not  smite  you  for  such  complicated  ini- 
quity as  arises  not  only  from  acts  of  injustice,  but  the 
horrors  of  ingratitude  :  in  abusing  the  confidence  of 
a  man  who  supposed  you  incapable  of  deceiving  him. 
who  was  willing,  and  I  believe  did,  in  a  great  degree, 
commit  his  whole  property  to  your  care  ? 

But  this  by  the  by — I  do  not  mean  to  put  this  mat- 
ter upon  the  footing  of  conscience.  Conscience  might 
have  been  kicked  out  of  doors  before  you  could  have 
proceeded  to  the  length  of  selling  another  man's 
negroes  for  your  own  emolument,  and  this  too  after 
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having  applyed  the  greatest  part,  or  the  whole  of  the 
profits  of  his  Estate  to  your  benefit. — Conscience 
again  seldom  comes  to  a  man's  aid  while  he  is  in  the 
zenith  of  health,  and  revelling  in  pomp  and  luxury  upon 
illgotCen  spoils.  It  is  generally  the  l<ul  act  of  his  life. 
and  comes  too  late  to  be  of  much  service  to  others 
here,  or  to  himself  hereafter.  But.  Sir,  the  footing  I 
expect  to  see  you  put  this  matter  upon  is,  to  settle 
without  delay,  such  acc'ts  with  the  administrator  of 
[r.  Custis's  Estate,  whose  duty  it  is  to  have  it  done, 
you  can  support  by  authentic  vouchers — That  you 
will  show  by  what  authority  you  have  sold  any  of  his 
negroes,  and  to  what  purposes  the  money  has  been 
applied — and  lastly,  what  crops  you  have  made,  what 
stocks  you  have  raised,  and  how  they  have  been  dis- 
posed of.  A  settlement  of  this  kind,  altho'  it  should 
appear  by  it  that  you  have  applied  the  greatest  part, 
or  even  the  whole  of  the  money  arising  from  the  sales 
of  them,  to  your  own  purposes,  will  be  the  next  best 
thing  to  never  having  committetl  the  wrong.  How 
far  Mr.  Dandridgc,  as  an  Administrator,  may  chuse 
to  push  matters,  I  cannot  undertake  (never  having 
heard  from  him  on  the  subject)  to  say^ — but  this  you 
may  rely  on,  that  this  affair  shall  be  most  critically 
investigated,  and  probed  to  the  bottom  ;  let  the 
trouble  and  cost  of  doing  it  be  what  it  may — as 
a  man  therefore  who  wishes  for  your  own  sake 
as  well  as  that  of  an  injured  family,  to  see  you 
act  properly,  I  advise,  and  warn  you  of  the  conse- 
quences of  a  contrary  conduct,  being.  Sir,  yr.  most 
h'ble  Serv't. 
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TO    THE    MARQUIS    DE   VAUDREUIL. 

Head  Quaktexs,  to  Aagui.iyBt. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  address  you,  at  the  particular 
Request,  in  Consequence  of  a  Letter  which  I  have 
just  received  from  his  Excelly.  the  Count  de  Rocham- 
beau,  inclosing  to  me  the  copy  of  a  correspondence 
between  him  and  you.  relative  to  the  Operations  of 
the  Fleet  under  )Our  Command  on  the  Coasts  of  N. 
America;  wherein  you  mention  to  him  a  Wish,  that 
while  your  Fleet  should  remain  in  the  Neighborhood 
of  Boston,  you  might  be  enabled  to  make  a  stroke  at 
the  Enemy's  post  of  Penobscot ;  and  in  the  Discus- 
sion of  which  point,  the  Count  de  Rocharnbeau  h;is 
referred  you  to  my  Opinion  upon  that  Enterprise. 

While  I  applaud.  Sir,  the  generous  Disposition  de- 
clared in  your  Intentions  for  our  Assistance,  Candor 
requires  me  to  be  very  explicit  upon  the  subject — I 
am  obliged  therefore  to  say  that  it  is  my  decided 
Opinion  that,  considering  the  Hazards  that  will  attend 
the  Enterprise,  the  Object  is  by  no  means  equal  to 
the  Risque  that  will  attend  the  attempt. 

Among  many  Reasons  which  jnlluence  my  Mind 
in  forming  this  Opinion,  the  great  and  very  principal 
One,  appears  from  your  own  Letter  to  Count  de  Ro- 
charnbeau. where  you  mention  to  him,  that  you  ex- 
pect immediately  to  be  followed  into  these  Seas,  by  a 
superior  British  fleet.  Admitting  this  Event  to  take 
place,  and  that  your  fleet  should  have  proceeded  to 
Penobscot  (which  is  near  One  hundred  Leagues  from 
Boston,  the  only  secure  Harbor  which  you  will  find 


upon  all  chose  Eastern  shores,  and  lies  almost  at  the 
Bottom  of  a  deep  Bay.)  it  appears  to  me  that  your 
Fleet  will  be  placed  in  the  greatest  Hazard  of  being 
locally  destroyed.  Kor  in  that  Situation  they  will  be 
compleatly  imbayed,  and  a  brisk  S.  Westerly  Wind. 
which  will  be  most  favorable  for  the  British  fleet  from 
N,  York— and  which  would  bring  them  into  the  Bay  in 
ashortTimc.  would  be  directly  opposed  to  your  Escape. 
So  that  was  you  to  receive  the  earliest  Intelligence 
of  the  Enemy's  fleet  leaving  N.  York,  under  such 
Circumstances,  yet  you  could  not  avail  yourself  of  the 
Information,  and  at  the  same  time  would  be  placed 
in  a  position  where  no  Harbor  or  fortification  could 
give  you  any  protection  or  shelter. 

Was  this  Argument  of  Danger  to  his  Most  Chris- 
tian Majesty's  Ships  not  suflFicient  to  govern  your 
mind,  I  could  mention  that  the  Time  that  must  be 
iployed  on  this  attempt  will  probably  be  much 
iater  than  you  seem  to  apprehend.  A  month  is  as 
short  as  I  should  estimate,  taking  together  all  the 
necessary  preparations  and  little  cross  events  that 
must  probably  interpose.  For  I  have  not  an  Idea  of 
the  object  being  to  be  attained  by  a  Coup  dc  main. 
as  I  am  lately  informed  by  good  Intelligence  that  the 
Fort  is  the  most  regularly  constructed  and  best  fin- 
ished of  any  in  America,  is  well  situated,  and  garri- 
soned by  the  74th  Regiment,  consisting  of  800  Men, 
which  will  require  a  Regular  Seige.  to  be  conducted 
by  cautious  Approaches,  with  a  considerable  Addi- 
tion of  Men  to  the  Number  of  Troops  which  are  on 
Board  your  Fleet ;  with  their  necessary  Cannon  and 
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Mortars.  Stores,  &c..  the  whole  of  which  in  all  proba- 
bility, was  the  Seige  to  be  undertaken,  and  your  fleet 
obliged  to  make  a  sudden  departure,  must  all  be  sac- 
rificed  :  as  their  Retreat  by  Land,  (as  has  been  here- 
tofore experienced)  would  be  ulmost  totally  impossible 
and  impracticable,  to  be  effected  thro'  a  Country 
which  is  as  yet  a  mere  Wilderness  of  large  Extent 
and  difficult  passage. 

Even  supposing  the  best,  that  the  Attempt  should 
succeed  and  the  object  be  gained,  1  am  much  in  doubt, 
whether,  without  a  superior  naval  force  to  be  main- 
tained on  these  Coasts  we  should  be  able  to  retain 
the  post,  as  it  would  ever  be  subject  to  a  renewed 
Attempt  from  the  Enemy  in  Case  we  should  keep  up 
a  Garrison  there  ;  or  in  Case  of  Evacuation,  they 
might  at  any  Time  repossess  the  post,  and  continue 
the  same  Annoyance,  that  they  now  give  up. 

Under  these  Considerations  (without  giving  you 
any  further  Trouble)  it  is  my  Decided  Opinion  that 
the  Object  in  contemplation  is  not  of  Importance, 
sufficient  to  justify  the  Har.zards  and  Risques  which 
must  probably  be  encountered  in  the  Attempt  to 
obtain  it. 

While  I  offer  you  this  Opinion.  Sir.  I  beg  you  will 
esteem  it  as  coming  from  a  Heart  not  only  candid  in 
its  Sentiments,  but  at  the  same  Time  penetrated  with 
a  Sense  of  the  Highest  Gratitude  to  you  for  the 
noble  Offer  of  your  Assistance,  which,  it  is  our  mis* 
fortune,  that  under  present  Circumstances,  we  are  not 
able  to  avail  ourselves  of. 

After  giving  you  the  foregoing  Opinion  upon 
present  Appearances,  1  have  only  to  add  that  in  Case 
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Circumstances  should  turn  up  so  differently  to  our 
present  Ideas,  that  you  should,  with  the  Advice  of 
Genl.  d<!  Choisy  think  the  attempt  practicable,  I  can 
only  refer  you  to  the  State  of  Massa.  for  such  aid  in 
Men,  Cannon,  Mortars,  &  Stores,  as  you  shall  judge 
necessary,  it  being  the  only  practicable  mode  in  which 
I  can  cooperate  with  your  designs — and  this  Recom- 
mendation shall  be  most  cheerfully  given. 

The  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  has  requested  me  to 
establish  a  regular  Chain  of  Communication  between 
my  Head  Quarters  and  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  you  the  earliest  Intelligence  of  every  minute 
Circumstance  that  may  occur  respecting  the  Arrival 
or  Operations  of  the  British  fleet  at  N.  York,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  free  Intercourse  with  you  on  any 
other  Circumstance  that  may  turn  up.  You  may 
depend.  Sir,  th.-it  this  Establishment  shall  be  immedi- 
ately formed,  and  that  every  Service  I  can  possibly 
render  you  in  this  or  in  any  other  Way  in  my  power 
shall  be  most  cheerfully  afforded. 

With  the  purest  sentiments  of  Respect  and  Esteem, 
I  have.  &c' 


TO   THE   CHEVALIER    DE    CHASTEL.LUX. 


I  EXTRACT.] 

Head  Quabters,  Nbwbuku, 
lo  August,  1783. 

My  time,  during  my  winter's  residence  in  Phila- 
delphia, was  unusually  (for  me)  divided  between  par- 
lies of  pleasure  and  parties  of  business.     The  first,— 

'Count  Rochambcsu  ^d  a«i  aiiprDve  of  the  plui.   and  the  projcci  »a> 
abradeaed. 


nearly  all  of  a  sameness,  at  all  times  and  places  in  this 
infant  country — is  easily  conceived;  at  least  is  too 
unimportant  for  description.  The  second,  was  only 
diversified  by  perplexities,  and  could  afford  no  enter- 
tainment. *  •  •  My  time,  since  I  joined  the 
army  in  this  quarter,  has  been  occupied  principally  in 
providing  for  disciplining  and  preparing  the  troops 
for  the  Field.  Cramped  as  we  have  been,  and  now 
arc  for  want  of  money,  cvcrj-  thing  moves  slowly ; 
but  as  this  is  no  new  case,  1  am  not  discouraged  by  it. 
The  enemy  talk  loudly,  and  vcr>'  confidently  of 
Peace — but  whether  they  are  in  earnest,  or  whether 
it  is  to  amuse  and  while  away  the  time  till  they  can 
prepare  for  a  more  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war, 
time  will  evince.  Certain  it  is,  the  refugees  at  New 
York  are  violently  convulsed  by  a  letter  which,  ere 
this,  you  will  have  seen  published,  from  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
ton  and  Admiral  Digby  to  ine,  upon  the  subject  of  a 
general  pacification  and  acknowledgement  of  the  In- 
dependency of  this  Country. 


to  the  skcretarv  at  war. 

Sir, 

Having  been  informed  that  Major-General  Gates 
is  in  Philadelphia,  and  being  now  about  to  make  my 
ultimate  arrangements  for  the  campaign,  I  take  the 
liberty  to  request,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform 
me  by  the  earliest  conveyance  whether  he  wishes  to 
be  employed  in  this  army  or  not.     As  it  is  now  in  my 
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power  to  give  General  Gates  a  command  suitable  to 
his  rank,  and  as  I  have  not  heard  from  him  since  I 
wrrotc  to  him  on  the  i8th  of  March  last,  I  trouble  you 
with  this  request,  that  I  may  be  still  made  acquainted 
with  his  determination  before  the  disposition  of  com- 
mands is  finally  concluded.  <•  *  *  i  hgyg  jj^e 
honor  to  be,  &c' 


TO  THE  COUNT   DE   ROCHAMBEAU. 

HKAD  QVARTKRIi.  NeWFL'KC, 

t&  Anpiil,  J782. 

Sir. 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellency's  favor 
of  the  13th  by  Mr.  Lauberdiere  who  made  so  much 
despatch  that  he  delivered  it  last  night  about  1 1 
o'clock. 

Were  we  certain,  that  a  pacification  had  advanced 
so  far  as  your  Excellency  thinks  it  has,  or  could  we 

'  Thi>  ootice  «as  conveyol  tu  Gencnl  Galu,  who  tuuwered  ;  "  General 
Lincoln  bu  acijuiiinled  me.  thai  it  is  ;oai  Eicelkncyi  dcsJir  to  know,  if  I 
tridi  to  ulic  command  in  the  oimy  ihii  cAinpAign.  I  beg  your  ExhHciic}  to 
beUcvc,  lliMt  1  am  atirayt  leady  lo  obey  your  command^  and  ^hall  be  moitl 
happy  when  I  can  execute  them  to  j'our  uti^fsctiuti.  I  hnt-e  but  la  enirrai, 
(hat  ae  altcntjon  to  mo  or  my  rkok  iti*)'  interfere  or  bic*k  in  iipun  anj  put  ol 
jour  arTsngmenta.  My  teal  (or  the  iinblic  inlcteit  tnako  mc  enceedingly 
•aiiow  to  be  pretent  al  the  peal  concluding  sirolce  of  thU  war." — MS.  Lttur, 
PhDadcIpliiA,  Anput  17th. 

Since  tbe  nnfortunaie  baltk  of  Camden,  Ucneral  Gates  bad  been  Ln  tdiie- 
mnil  al  bit  (eat  in  Virginia-  Tbeeeurt  of  Inquiry,  ortJered  byCangtm  to  ex- 
aninc  intn  that  matter,  had  never  been  canveacd.  The  (ubject  was  at  length 
brooi^t  fufwaid  anew,  and  ii  waatcaolveri,  "  That  the  reMiluiion  of  the  5th of 
October,  lj8o,  Hireclinji  a  court  of  iiirjuiry  on  the  conduct  o\  Majoi-Oencral 
(laica  be  repealed ;  and  that  he  take  command  In  the  army  as  the  Commander* 
ia-diief  shall  direct." — J^mtmIi.  Augum  141b.  Thii  reioluiion  ikuaed  with 
only  ihrcc  di*Mntui£  voioci.  He  rejoined  ihc  aruiyoo  the  Sthof  Oclobcx.  and 
took  conuDand  of  the  right  wing  u  lenior  officer. 
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be  assured  that  the  British  ministry  were  really  sin- 
cere in  their  offers,  which  have  been  communicated 
through  their  Commander-in-chief,  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 
I  should  ihink  your  Excellency  might,  without  any 
inconvenience  or  danger,  await  the  orders  of  your 
court  where  you  now  are,' and  dismiss  all  your  wagons. 
But  when  we  consider,  that  negotiations  are  some- 
times set  on  foot  merely  to  gain  time,  that  there  are 
yet  no  offers  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  for  a  general 
cessation  of  hostilities,  and  that,  although  their  com- 
manders in  this  country  are  in  a  manner  tied  down 
by  the  resolves  of  their  House  of  Commons  to  a  de- 
fensive war  only,  yet  they  may  be  at  liberty  to  trans- 
port part  pf  their  force  to  the  West  Indies,  I  think 
it  highly  necessary,  for  the  good  of  the  common 
cause,  and  especially  to  prevent  the  measure,  which  I 
have  last  mentioned,  to  unite  our  force  upon  the 
North  River;  and  in  this  opinion  I  am  confirmed  by 
the  sentiments  contained  In  a  letter  from  the  minis- 
ter of  France  to  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  which 
he  has  been  good  enough  to  leave  open  for  my 
inspection. 

•'  From  the  different  accounts  I  can  collect. 
it  seems  to  be  the  design  of  England  to  make  a 
general  peace  ;  but  the  demands  on  one  side  and  the 
other  will  render  a  concUision  extremely  difficult ;  and 
in  that  case  that  power  will  spare  nothing  to  effectu- 
ate a  peace  with  the  United  States,  and  turn  all  their 
efforts  against  us.  As  to  a  separate  peace  with  the 
United  States  it  will  not  take  place.    I  am  certain  they 
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will  not  make  peace  but  in  concert  with  us."  The 
minister  also  says  to  me ;  "  You  will  judge  better  than 
us.  if  it  is  proper  to  march  the  French  army  or  not. 
It  is  certain,  that  it  will  be  necessary,  if  the  English 
show  any  disposition  to  detach  any  considerable  force 
to  the  West  Indies."  What  are  the  intentions  of  the 
enemy  in  this  respect,  it  is  impossible  for  me  precisely 
to  determine.  Accounts  out  of  New  York,  but  not 
on  very  good  authority,  slill  continue  to  mention  an 
embarkation  to  the  West  Indies.  The  garrison  of 
Savannah  has  arrived  at  New  York,  and  there  arc 
some  grounds  for  believing  that  Charleston  will  be 
evacuated.  Should  that  event  take  place,  and  the 
irrison  come  to  New  York  also,  they  might  without 
danger  detach  considerably,  should  our  force  continue 
divided. 

Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  I  hardly  imagine  you  will 
think  it  prudent  to  dismiss  your  carriages  under  pres- 
ent appearances  and  circumstances:  and.  if  you  do 
not,  the  cattle  will  be  as  easily  and  cheaply  subsisted 
upon  a  march  as  in  a  settled  camp.  Should  an  accom* 
modation  take  place,  and  should  the  orders  of  your 
court  call  you  from  the  continent,  your  embarkation 
might  be  as  easily  made  upon  the  Delaware  or  the 
Hudson,  as  upon  the  Chesapeake.  From  the  forego- 
ing therefore,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  no  good  conse- 
quences can  result  from  your  remaining  at  Baltimore, 
but  that  many  advantages  may  attend  your  marching 
forward,  and  forming  a  junction  with  this  army.  Ac- 
tuated by  no  motives,  but  those  which  tend  to  the 
general  good,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  giving  your 
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Excellency  my  sentiments  with  that  freedom,  with 
which  !  am  convinced  you  would  ever  wish  mc  to  de- 
liver them.  I  beg  leave  to  return  your  Excellency 
my  thanks  for  the  attention  you  have  paid,  not  only 
to  the  exchange  of  Colonel  l^iimoy,  but  of  several 
others  of  our  officers. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c. 


TO  THE   SECRETARY    AT    WAR. 

ElEAD-QVARTSKS,  iB  Augiut,  (781. 

My  dear  Sir. 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  private 
letter  of  the  1 2th  instant.  1  cannot  but  think  the 
conduct  of  [Congress],  respecting  the  release  of  Lord 
CornwalHs  vcrj'  extraordinary.  Is  it  reasonable 
that  Mr.  Laurens  should  be  at  full  liberty,  and  acting 
as  a  commissioner  in  Europe,  white  Lord  Cornwallis, 
for  whose  liberation  he  pledged  his  own  honor,  and 
consequently  as  a  public  man  the  honor  of  the  States, 
is  held  bound  by  his  parole  ?  Either  disavow  the  pro- 
priety of  Mr.  Laurens's  conduct,  and  let  him  be  re- 
manded by  the  British  ministry,  or  set  Lord  Corn- 
wallis at  equal  liberty.  I  am  placed  in  a  very  delicate 
situation.  Sir  Guy  Carletoii  has  given  me  oflficial 
information  of  the  transaction,  and  has  called  for  a 
confirmation  of  Mr.  Laurens's  act.  I  have  referred 
the  matter  to  the  proper  place,  and  1  can  obtain  no 
answer.  In  my  letters  to  General  Carleton  I  am 
obliged  to  be  for  the  present  silent,  but  1  certainly 
must    expect    to    hear    from    him    again.     Do.   my 
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good  Sir,  endeavor  to  obtain  a  decision  upon  this 
matter.' 

Your  public  letter  of  the  lith  covers  a  resolve  of 
tbe  same  date,  authorizing  me  to  propose  a  meeting- 
of  commissioners  for  establishing  a  cartel,  &c.  Here 
again  I  am  somewhat  embarrassed,  never  having  yet 
received  either  the  approbation  or  disapprobation  of 
Congress  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  former  commis- 
sioners. General  Knox  and  Mr.  Gouverneur  Morris, 
although  they  were  transmitted  so  long  ago  as  the  30th 
of  April  last  1 1  appears  by  the  report  of  those  gentle- 
men, that  the  negotiation  was  principally  broken  off  on 
account  of  the  disposition,  which  plainly  appeared  on 
the  part  of  the  British  commissioners  to  procure  the 
exchange  of  their  soldiers  in  our  hands  without  set- 
tlement of  accounts,  making  any  payment,  or  giving 


'  Tbc  letter  fratn  SirCujrCnrleton  ».nA  AdtnJnd  DigliyioCeitrnii  Wa-sMng- 
uo  vm  nfcrred  by  Congrun  la  a  oommillce,  «b.a,  on  (he  pari  lelatinK  to  Mr. 
Lniient,  "  proposn)  and  reported,  (hat  the  Uenenil  should  he  direcied  Co  ein- 
pmrer  hit:  cammisiioncn  [for  aeg»liatni{;  a  cartelj  to  relense  G«rl  Cornvrsl. 
Ill  frum  liU  parole  IB  icturii  fur  the  Indulgence  grAiitcd  to  N  r.  Laurens ;  but 
Mr.  Rulledge,  one  nf  fhe  commiitec,  inveighed  agatiHl  thU  with  eo  much 
warmth  and  indignalion.  (hat  it  w.ts  Tej««le<l  vrilh  gi  loud  and  {-eiicrit)  jV#  fram 
all  parti  o(  tlic  llmuc  Nothing  was  Mid  on  the  pmptintioii  of  cichanging 
iDldien  (or  leaaieii.  Congreu  deemed  it  inexpedieTii  to  touch  tipon  that 
natter  at  proent,  eir  lo  do  any  thing  that  might  Kfvc  03.  a  pretext  [or  ic- 
luilag  to  acttlc  a  cartel :  anil  a^rchcndccl.  if  a  gcoentl  cattel  waa  eitabliibed, 
|naTision  night  lie  made  Ifaerein  (nr  n  releaiw  nf  our  leamen,  its  well  as  fer  pt»> 
vnuing  the  capture  of  nuarnicd  tiliiciiEt." — CkarUt  Thornton's  A/S.  SieuA  of 
/k  IMaifitt  Omgrtu,  Augiui  istti. 

Attbe«oli«{tatioAo(  Mr.  Laurens  after  he  wavut  at  liberty,  and  after  the 
renin)  of  l^rd  Comwalliis  tn  EiigUnd,  Dr.  FtanLlIn  »cnl  lo  the  latlcr  a  pupcr 
ditclHUging  IiIri  from  hU  ]uirol«,  but  reiierving  to  C«ngn»v  the  a^iprubitiun  or 
diaallcwanvc  of  the  acl.  In  coti»e<((iencc <jf  thit  f orni  of  rel««!>o,  I.«id  ComwallU 
comidered  hinuelf  at  lilierty,  and  took  hi*  neat  in  ttw;  ilouic  of  feera.^Zh^fs* 
matii  Ctrrfifamitntt.  \tA.  iii.,  pp,  36a,  373, 
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any  security  for  the  payment  of  the  !argc  sum  which, 
we  conceive,  is  due.  Now  Congress,  in  the  resolve 
to  which  I  have  just  referred,  make  no  reference  to 
any  former  transaction,  but  authorize  nie  to  settle  a 
carte),  "  taking  care  that  the  liquidation  of  accounts 
and  settlement  of  the  balance  due  for  the  maintenance 
of  prisoners  be  provided  for  therein."  From  this  it 
may  possibly  be  said,  it  may  be  inferred,  that  they  do 
approve  the  former  proceedings,  and  mean  to  make 
the  settlement  of  accounts  a  preliminarj* ;  but  this  is 
an  inference  only,  and  may  be  a  false  one ;  and  there- 
fore I  wish  you  would  be  good  enough  to  endeavor 
to  find  out  the  true  meaning  of  the  House,  and  to 
procure  a  determination  upon  the  former  proceedings. 
The  same  commissioners  will  probably  be  ap* 
pointed  upon  our  part,  and,  could  they  be  assured 
their  former  principles  were  thought  good,  they  would 
proceed  with  more  confidence  upon  a  future  occasion, 
I  confess  to  you,  I  have  found  so  many  difficulties 
thrown  in  the  way  of  all  former  transactions  of  this 
nature,  that  I  could  ever  wish  Congress  to  be  as  full 
and  explicit  as  possible,  as  to  the  points  which  they 
would  have  either  conceded  or  demanded.     1  would 

'  On  ihc  3$th  Wuhington  spplieil  diicci  [aCongtcH  for  n  delcniuiiuioD  of 
the  following  p«inli,  before  h«  could 'Carry  the  resoluDon  of  the  i>lh  into  effect : 
"  Wkclhci  1  am  to  conUnn  the  exchftnec  o(  t.oTd  CorawoJlit  for  ihc  lion'ble 
M(.  L.aureni:and  whethetitisihelriiitenitan.  thai  the  jicoposal  coDtiiiied  la  the 
l«ttef  of  SirUuy  Carlelon  Aiid  AdiniraJ  Digby,  oflhesd  of  August,  "  to  exchange 
nolclicnfat  iailon>,"onihc  cuiidilions  mcntioiieil  b]r  thou: gentlemen,  ihouUbc 
accciled  to-  The  Ijut,  ihauLd  we  lie  fortunnte  enough  to  ot>lfl.in  a  liqaidatton  of 
accouolk  (and  wc  mu»l  go  pxetjurcd  to  suppo&u  that  vrc  ihiill  be  al>Ie  lo  eStxl  il), 
will  be  Ihc  great  point  in  controverey  ;  ttnd,  asil  \s  one  of  ihe  vasc  )xiliticsl  in- 
portance,  1  wish  to  be  ciplicilly  inunicted  by  CongreHUpon  it.  "— SeeyMVMoCi 
*/ ^<V'<".  9  Septcmbei,  17&3. 
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prefer  that  mode  on  many  accounts,  as  you  may 
easily  conceive,  to  unlimited  powers.  But  what  I 
principally  now  want  to  be  assured  of  is,  whether 
they  do  or  Ho  not  approve  the  conduct  of  the  former 
commissioners,  and  the  principles  which  they  seemed 
desirous  of  establishing.  With  much  truth  and  af- 
fection. I  am,  &c.' 


TO  THE    PRESIDENT   OF  CONGRKSS. 

UsAn^QUARTEiis.  NKwnuita. 
i9AuBuiit,  iT8a. 

Sir, 

Congress  have  been  already  furnished  with  copies 
of  all  letters,  which  had  pas.<ied  between  the  com- 
manders-in-chief of  the  British  forces  in  New  York 
and  myself,  respecting  the  murder  of  Captain  Huddy 
previous  to  the  last  of  July.  I  have  now  the  honor 
to  enclose  Sir  Guy  Carleton's  letter  of  the  1st  in- 
stant, (in  reply  to  mine  of  the  25th  [30th  ?]  ultimo,)' 

'"  Wbucanln<lu<cCoiigr«Mto  nstulHihc  I^itucsof  the  full  Numhcruf  IU> 

Hani  to  anjr  Officer  in  thr  Array,  which  h{>>  Rank  eniillcK  him  lu  ? — when  if 

[tef  Rte«n  f*ir,  it  i«  to  Ihc  |»il>lic  ■  nii-ro  tnnlter  of  mtvnnsliiiic,  wbclher  the  Fi- 

luncfer  pajn  the  Value  nt  them  to  thm  Officer  if  he  lines  noi  rtr«w  them — oi  to 

the  CoBtmetor  l(  he  Aon  ? 

"OtBtlioc  ihingi  (mil  toirritnic — aitil  inilnting,  arc  ihcy  not  prcgntnt  uiiti 
mitchief  ?  In  H  policy— is  it  Juwite  to  keep  a  »ore  conMiiilIy  UMiKrcened, 
vhn  no  |[«od  Knd  i»,  or  pattikly  can  he  annveted  by  it  ?  ShnuM  men,  who 
have  indiire<l  more,  &  received  leu  of  their  pay  llian  any  cither  Clou  of  people 
bi  pobllc  Service,  htire  »  little  Conud«ntion  or  Ationtion  paiii  t«  thdt  later* 
«»ti  or  Comfort*  ? 

"  WoaldtoGod.lalic  policy,  liuttieniioD  or  wmclhlni  else,  m Ay  nol  bcpro> 
dnetivc  of  diutpcemenl  which  will  prove  irreconcilable." —  IfaiAimglira  lo  lIU 
Surttaryat  War,  ai  Au|plKt,  178a. 

*  Wasliineton.  <m  the  ajtb,  named  Heath  and  two  aiil*  10  mccl  a.  firilJi.h 
<ffeer  of  A^ual  rank  at  Phillips  lloute,  oa  Aogusi  5th,  to  receive  the  proceed- 
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and  that  of  the  13th,  which  accompanied  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  general  court-martial  for  the  trial  of 
Captain  LippJncott.  The  proceedings,  together  with 
such  other  documents  as  relate  to  that  unfortunate 
transaction,  1  also  transmit  by  this  opportunity. 

As  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  notwithstanding  the  acquittal 
of  Lippincotl,  reprobates  the  measure  in  unequivocal 
terms,  and  has  given  assurances  of  prosecuting  a 
further  inquiry,  it  has  changed  the  ground  I  was 
proceeding  upon,  and  placed  the  matter  upon  an 
extremely  delicate  footing. 

It  would  be  assuming  in  me  to  ascribe  causes  to 
actions  different  from  those,  which  are  ostensibly 
and  plausibly  assigned  ;  but,  admitting  that  General 
Carleton  has  no  other  object  but  to  procrastinate,  He 
has,  by  disavowing  the  act,  by  declaring  that  it  is 
held  in  abhorrence,  by  not  even  sanctioning  the 
motives,  which  appear  to  have  influenced  Lippincott 
to  become  the  executioner  of  Huddy,  and  by  giving 
the  strongest  assurances  that  further  inquisition  shall 
be  made,  so  far  manifested  the  appearance  of  an 
earnest  desire  to  bring  the  guilty  to  punishment,  that 
I  fear  an  act  of  retaliation  upon  an  innocent  person 
before  the  result  of  his  inquisition  is  known,  would 
be  considered  by  the  impartial  and  unprejudiced 
world  in  an   unfavorable  and  perhaps  unjustifiable 


iii{9  of  the  couri-monial  od  Captain  Lippincott.  Sir  Guy  Culctgn,  bowcvcr. 
wishad  in  tend  with  tlie  ptipeni  ChitE-Juutite  Ktederick  Smith  to  biaIec  addi- 
tional expUuntioiis,  stu'l  Altorney-Gcocinl  Kcmpe  lo  "  mltr  into  suuhexpluift- 
ttonR  u  might  tend  to  remcn'c  alt  reciprocal  complaintit  in  ilic  provinfe  of  New 
Jeney."  Wa^hiaj^ton  very  properly  declined  to  complicair  what  wac  merely 
tokiliury  question,  with  another  that  belonged  lo  Ihc  dvil  govcrnincnL 
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point  of  view ;  more  especially  as  thf  great  end  pro- 
posed by  retaliation,  which  is  to  prevent  a  repetition 
of  injuries,  has  been  in  a  manner  answered.  For, 
you  will  please  to  observe,  by  the  extract  of  General 
Clinton's  letter  of  the  26th  of  April  to  Governor 
Franklin,'  that  he  had  expressly  forbidden  the  Board 
of  Directors  to  remove  or  exchange  in  future  any 
prisoners  of  war  in  the  custody  of  their  commissary 
without  having  first  obtained  his  approbation  and 
orders. 

The  same  reasons,  which  induced  me  to  lay  the 

.first  steps  I  took  in  this  affair  before  Congress,  urge 
me  to  submit  it  to  them  at  its  present  stage.  It  is  a 
great  national  concern,  upon  which  an  individual 
ought  not  to  decide.  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  favored 
with  the  determination  of  Congress  as  early  as  pos- 

'Sible,  as  I  shall  suspend  giving-  any  answer  to  Sir 
Guy  Carleton,  until  I  am  informed  how  far  they  arc 
satisfied  with  his  conduct  hitherto. 

I  cannot  close  this  letter  without  making  a  remark 
upon  that  part  of  Sir  Guy's,  in  which  he  charges  me 
with  want  of  humanity  in  selecting  a  victim  from 
among  the  British  officers  so  early  as  I  did.  He 
ought  to  consider,  that,  by  the  usage  of  war  and 
upon  the  principles  of  retaliation,  I  should  have  been 
justified  in  executing  an  officer  of  equal  rank  with 
Captain  Huddy  immediately  upon  receiving  proofs 
of  his  murder,  and  then  informing  Sir  Henrj'  Clinton 
that  I  had  done  so.     Besides,  it  was  impossible  for 


*  PttudcBt  of  the  BcMnt  ol  Diiccton  of  the  Atsocuted  LoyalikU,  end  JmiM- 
^taiglf  r«spofiBblc  lor  the  hnneing  ftf  Huddy, 
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me  to  have  {oreseen.  that  it  would  be  so  very  long 
before  the  matter  would  be  brought  to  some  kind  of 
issue.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c' 


TO    MAJOK-GENERAL   KNOX. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


Sir, 

Vou  aru  hereby  sppoinled  <o  the  counmand  of  West  Point  and 
ils  dependencies.  But,  as  the  army  will  tic  for  some  time  upon 
Verplanck's  Point,  you  will  consider  j-ourseK  as  relieved  till 
further  orders  from  the  care  of  atlending  to  that  post,  Stony 
I'oint,  and  Dobbs's  Ft-rry,  which  arc  pari  of  the  dependencies, 
except  so  far  as  relates  to  their  being  consianlly  supplied  with  the 
proper  quantity  of  ordnance.  I  have  so  thorough  a  conlidcncc  in 
yoti,  and  so  well  »m  1  acquainted  with  your  ability  and  Activity, 
that  I  think  it  needlei^s  to  point  out  to  you  the  great  outlines 
of  your  duty.  I  recommend  the  following  matters  to  your 
attention. 

To  visit  the  redoubts  frcciiicnlly  ;  to  sec  that  they  arc  kept  in 
proper  order;  thai  the  garrisons  allotted  to  them  are  alert,  and 
th.it  they  m.ilce  it  an  invariable  rule  lo  sleep  within  the  works. 
They  should  each  be  furnished  constantly  with  ten  days'  wood 
and  water ;  and,  if  the  conlractors  keep  up  such  a  magacine 
of  salt  provision  upon  the  Point,  as  they  ought  to  do  by  con- 
tract, the  detached  works  should  be  provided  with  ten  days'  pro- 
vision also.  The  rolls  to  be  frequently  called.  No  officer  to  be 
absent  without  your  leave,  and  no  non-commissioned  officer  or 
soldier  without  the  leave  of  a  fifld-officcr. 

The  quarter-master  having  reported  a  scarcity  of  tents,  you  will 
be  pleased  to  remove  the  tenth  Massachtissels  regiment  into  the 
barracks,  that  their  tents  may  he  delivered  up.  No  buildings, 
either  public  or  private,  are  to  be  erected  without  your  knowl- 
edge ;  and,  when  applications  are  made  to  you  for  that  purpose, 


'  Rod  ]n  CoQjiTCM  Aueiut  a6t1i.    Referred  lo   Rulledge,  McKcan.  BBd 
Dnane.    OciqIkt  ijth,  Wiihenpoon  and  Wright  were  added. 
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jrou  will,  if  they  ar«  admitted,  direct  the  commandiag  engineer  to 
point  out  the  situations,  that  lliey  may  not  inteTfere  with  the 
defences  of  the  pisce.  The  public  buildings  now  carrying  on, 
and  the  alterations  and  rei>airs  of  the  works,  will  engage  your 
particular  attention.  You  know  the  ncccasiiy  of  bringing  them 
10  a  certain  state  before  the  frost  sets  in.  Given  at  Head-Quar- 
ters, at  Newburg,  the  29th  of  August,  1782.' 


TO   THE   SECRETARY    AT   WAR. 


Dear  Sir, 

* 


Urad^Qvaktkss.  Vkrplamck's  Point, 

I  September,  178a. 


The  late  New  York  papers  announce  the  evacuation 
of  Charleston,  as  a  matter  which  would  certainly  take 
place  soon  after  the  7th  of  August,  I  have,  upon 
this  information,  written  to  Major-General  Small- 
wood  and  Colonel  Butler  to  send  forward  to  this 
army  the  recruits  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania, 
which  arc  at  Annapolis  and  Carlisle.  I  enclose  the 
letters  under  flying  seals  to  you,  that  you  may  take 
the  sense  of  Congress  upon  the  matter,  before  the 
orders  are  carried  into  execution. 

Congress  having  determined  what  troops  should 
compose  the  southern  army,  1  do  not  think  myself 
absolutely  at  liberty  to  withdraw  those,  which  are 

'The  winy  mond  from  Newburg,  on  (he  gist  of  Anguit,  to  V«rplanek'i 
INaJnt.  when  an  cnMjnpniciit  w4f  cstablUkcd.  Thi»  change  was  in  consc- 
i|ncfice  ol  An  agreement  with  Count  <le  Kuchambeau  to  (ofm  a  juTictioii  of  (he 
Amnioui  and  Frcnck  armies  el  (hut  place,  anil  alio  l«  tie  nearrr  la  the  enemy 
ia  cue  anjr  bottile  atlempu  ihmilil  lie  nitutc  (tum  New  VurV  ;  allhuui:b.  fntm 
the  InMtlrily  and  pacific  lieclaniioni  of  Sir  Guy  Carieton,  such  attempts  were 
not  anticipated. 


74 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[1782 


already  there,  or  to  stop  the  reinforcements  intended 
for  them,  without  first  consulting-  Congress,  and 
which  I  mean  to  do  through  you.  So  long  ago 
as  the  1 8th  of  March  last,  I  calculated  from  appear- 
ances upon  the  evacuation  of  the  southern  States; 
and  I  then  wrote  to  General  Greene  to  hold  himself 
in  readiness  to  march  to  the  northward  the  moment 
such  an  event  should  seem  certain.  In  my  idea, 
the  infantry  apportioned  to  the  two  Carolinas  and 
Georgia  wilt  be  sufificicnt  to  be  left  in  the  southern 
quarter.  The  South  Carolina  regiment  of  artillery 
having  been  reformed,  Jt  may  be  thought  necessary, 
to  leave  the  small  remains  of  Harrison's  and  late 
Proctor's  there.  It  will  be  necessary,  also,  to  con- 
sider what  corps  of  horse  shall  remain.  If  Armand's 
legion  have  not  yet  moved  from  Charlottesville,  they 
certainly  ought  not  to  proceed.  After  having  con- 
sulted Congress,  and  made  the  proper  arrangements, 
you  will  be  good  enough  to  inform  Major-General 
Greene  of  the  result,  that  he  may  govern  himself 
accordingly.  The  difficulty  and  enormous  expense 
of  supporting  troops  to  the  southward  are  sufficient 
inducements  to  draw  off  as  many  from  thence  as  we 
possibly  can. 

The  whole  army,  the  garrison  at  West  Point 
excepted,  which  is  left  under  the  command  of  Major- 
General  Knox,  moved  down  to  this  ground  yester- 
day. I  have  sent  Major-General  Lord  Stirling  to 
Albany,  to  take  the  command  of  the  two  Continental 
regiments  and  the  State  troops  upon  the  northern 
frontiers.     The    New  York   and   jersey  lines   have 


joined  me  here.  I  have  received  yours  of  the  20th 
ultimo,  enclosing  a  Hst  of  the  passengers  wanting 
to  go  to  South  Carolina.  1  shall  make  the  necessary 
application  to  Sir  Guy  Carlcton.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  &c. 


TO    SIR  GUY   CARLETON, 

HKAD-QuAHTXufi,  8  Seplemticr,  1783. 
SiK, 

I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  Excellency's 
letter  of  the  33d  of  August,  and  to  Inform  you,  that 
Major-Generals  Heath  and  Knox  are  nominated  by 
me  to  meet  Lieutenant-Gcneral  Campbell  and  Mr. 
Elliot,  as  commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
a  general  cartel  for  an  exchange  of  prisoners.  I  pro- 
pose. Sir.  that  the  meeting  be  held  at  Tappan,  as  an 
intermediate  and  convenient  place,  and  that  it  com- 
mence on  the  1 8th  day  of  this  month,  at  which  time 
my  commissioners  will  attend,  and  will  be  accompa- 
nied by  the  commissary  of  prisoners.'  Your  Excel- 
lency's favor  of  the  29th,  enclosing  a  copy  of  Governor 
Livingston's  letter  to  you  of  (he  roth,  came  in  due 
time  to  my  hands.  1  am  at  a  loss  to  discover  for 
what  purpose  it  was  communicated  to  me;  especially 
as  1  have  more  than  once  observed  to  you,  that  in 
matters  of  civil  resort  I  have  ever  avoided  any  the 
least  interference,  and  have  transmitted  to  you  the 


'TIk  caniini»iunL-ti  niLt  iti  Tappao  on  ilic  3;th  of  Scptcinbci,  but  clTcGlcd 
itothjng.  The  )x/«-en  of  the  Rriiitli  comniiuionert  were  ncil  uilUfucloijr  |o 
the  other  party,  nnd  they  Mparalo']  mlhout  commcticing  a  ncgalistico. — 
Mn/i*/  J/irnMinr.  p.  354. 
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approbation  of  the  sovereign  power  of  these  United 
States  for  my  so  doing.  And  of  this  nature  appears 
to  be  the  case  of  Ezekiel  Tilton,  who  is  the  subject 
of  your  correspondence  with  the  Governor. 

I  cannot  help  remarking,  that  your  Excellency  has 
several  times  lately  taken  occasion  to  mention,  that 
"all  hostilities  stand  suspended  on  your  part"  I 
must  confess,  that,  to  me.  this  expression  wants  ex- 
planation. I  can  have  no  conception  of  a  suspension 
of  hostilities,  but  that  which  arises  from  a  mutual 
agreement  of  the  powers  at  war,  and  which  extends 
to  naval  as  well  as  land  operations.  That  your  Ex- 
cellency has  thought  proper,  on  your  part,  to  make  a 
partial  suspension,  may  be  admitted  ;  but,  whether 
this  has  been  owing  to  political  or  other  motives,  is 
not  for  me  to  decide.  It  is,  however,  a  well  known 
fact,  that  at  the  same  time  the  British  cruisers  on  our 
coasts  have  been  more  than  usually  alert ;  and,  while 
Americans  are  admitted  to  understand  their  real  in- 
terests, it  will  be  difficult  for  them,  when  a  suspension 
of  hostilities  is  spoken  of,  to  separate  the  idea  of  its 
extending  to  the  sea  as  well  as  land. 

I  cannot  ascribe  the  inroads  of  the  savages  upon 
our  northwestern  frontier  to  the  causes,  from  whence 
your  Excellency  supposes  them  to  originate ;  neither 
can  I  allow,  that  they  are  committed  without  direc- 
tions from  the  commander-in-chief  in  Canada.  For 
by  prisoners  and  deserters  it  is  apparent,  that  those 
ravaging  parties  arc  composed  of  white  troops,  under 
the  command  of  officers  regularly  commissioned,  as 
well  as  savages  ;  and  it  would  be  a  solecism  to  sup- 


pose,  that  such  parties  could  be  out,  without  the 
knowledge  of  their  commander-in-chief.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c.' 


TO  JAMES  McHENKY. 

Vbkplanck's  FoiKT,  19  S«piemb«r,  17^. 

My  DEAR  Sir, 

•  *  •  Our  prospects  of  peace  are  vanishing. 
The  death  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  has  given 
a  shock  to  the  new  administration,  and  disordered  its 
whole  system.  Fox,  Burke,  Lord  John  Cavendish, 
Lord  Keppel.  and  I  believe  others,  have  left  it.  Earl 
Shelburne  takes  the  lead,  as  first  lord  of  the  treasury, 
to  which  office  he  was  appointed  by  the  King,  on  the 
instant  the  vacancy  happened  by  the  death  of  Lord 
Rockingham.  This  nobleman,  Lord  Shelburne,  I 
mean,  declares,  that  the  sun  of  Great  Britain  will  set 
the  moment  American  independency  is  acknowledged, 
and  that  no  man  has  ever  heard  him  give  an  assent 
to  the  measure.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  asserts,  that  the  ministrj',  of  which  Lord 
Shelburne  is  one,  came  into  office  pledged  to  each 
other  and  upon  the  express  condition,  that  America 
should  be  declared  independent ;  that  he  will  watch 
him,  and,  the  moment  he  finds  him  departing  there- 
from, he  will  quit  administration,  and  give  it  every 
opposition  in  his  i>ower. 

*  Sir  G*r  Csrfeioo  bad  wrilten  :  "If  ihetc  Indiani  come  nut  »ldy  to 
iweng*  ill*  MMclCirt  pmctiMd  eai  thtir  brethren.  Iheir  m^ilives  ai«  to  me 
vholly  nnknovtn.  Tn  my  knMwIedge,  they  cannul  hat-c  tliretlionit  from  ibe 
ntfimaniJcr-in-i'liirf  on  ihat  ti'ic  :  and  ihcEC  jiTOccedine^  not  only  have  my  dii- 
■pprabali«1t,  but  I  ihall  very  willingly  aniit  in  rc«toring  tranqnillily  on  Ihst 
frontlet  alio."— Aasiui  sgih. 
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That  the  King  will  push  the  war,  as  long  as  the 
nation  will  6nd  men  or  money,  admits  not  of  a 
doubt  in  my  mind.  The  whole  tenor  of  his  conduct, 
as  well  as  his  last  proroguing  speech,  on  the  nth  of 
July,  plainly  indicate  it,  and  shows  in  a  clear  point 
of  view  the  impolicy  of  relaxation  on  our  part.  If 
we  are  wise,  let  us  prepare  for  the  worst.  There  is 
nothing,  which  will  so  soon  produce  a  speedy  and 
honorable  peace,  as  a  state  of  preparation  for  war ; 
and  we  must  either  do  this,  or  lay  our  account  for  a 
patched  up  inglorious  peace,  after  all  the  toil,  blood, 
and  treasure  we  have  spent.  This  has  been  my  uni- 
form opinion  ;  a  doctrine  I  have  endeavored,  amidst 
the  torrent  of  expectation  of  an  approaching  peace, 
to  inculcate,  and  the  event,  I  am  sure,  will  justify  me 
in  it.     With  much  truth,  I  am,  &c.' 


TO  JOSEPH    REED. 
Dear  Sir  Veri-l/nck's  point.  ijS«pletnber,  1789. 

The  appeal  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  nth 
instant  is  equally  unexpected  and  surprising.' 

Not  knowing  the   particular  charges   which    are 

'  TbermldiHslanof  tlieKtenchAim]r,  under  CouuldeKochambeau,  anived 
Dt  Kinj^'v  Kerry,  from  thesonlh.on  th«  i;ih  «f  Keplember.  Count  At  Rodiain- 
licau  dcfcrfbcs  ihejuiKtion  uf  ilic  French  anil  American  arnvin  at  follom: 

"General  WaiihingtEiii  wkhing  to  testify  hih  respoci  for  France,  and  his 
rei:af;nilion  of  Ihe  bi-neliti  she  liad  rendered.  cau»e<l  u>  lo  pa»  belween  tirv 
linn  of  tronpn.  cUd.  cijuipped,  uid  arnicd  wltli  clolhing  and  nrms  from  France, 
and  (ram  the  KndluJi  mif^nei  Uken  at  Vorklown,  which  Ihe  Frencli  annjr 
had  relinquiiihcd  lo  the  American*.  He  urdcrcd  the  dniias  to  beat  a  Frcaeli 
mRrch  diuiiii:  (!ic  whole  rcvJeur,  and  tlie  two  arinie*  re]tiinei)  with  Ihe  nunt 
lively  (iemonslmtioiuof  rcdpncal  satisfaction." — A/Mtira  4t  Ra>-haml>fai, 
lom.  i.,  p.  30g. 

»  Kced  hnti  became  engaged  in  an  acrid  political  conlfoverty  with  C«iienil 
Cadwalladcr,  in  which  it  woschniged  thxl  in  Deecinbei,  1776.  he  bad  mcdi- 
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alledgfed  against  you,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  make 
a  specific  reply.  I  can  therefore  only  say  in  general 
terms  that  the  employments  you  sustained  in  the  year 
1 776,  and  in  that  period  of  the  year,  when  we  ex- 
perienced our  greatest  distresses,  are  a  proof  that 
you  was  not  suspected  by  nie  of  infidelity,  or  want  of 
integrity ;  for  had  the  least  suspicion  of  the  kind 
reached  my  mind,  cither  from  observation  or  report, 
I  should  most  assuredly  have  marked  you  out  as  a  fit 
object  of  resentment 

While  on  our  retreat  through  Jersey,  I  remember 
your  being  sent  from  Newark,  to  the  Assembly  of 
New  Jersey,  then  sitting,  to  rouse  and  animate  them 
to  spirited  measures  for  our  support ;  and  at  the  same 
time  gen.  Mifflin  was  sent  to  Pennsylvania  for  the 
same  purpose.  This  employ  was  certainly  a  mark  of 
my  confidence  in  you  at  that  time. 

Your  conduct,  so  far  as  it  came  to  my  immediate 
notice,  during  the  short  period  we  lay  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Delaware,  appeared  solHcitous  for  the 
public  good  :  and  your  conduct  at  Princeton  evi- 
denced a  spirit  and  zeal  which  to  me  appeared  laud- 
able and  becoming  a  man  well  effected  to  the  cause 
we  were  engaged  in. 

It  is  rather  a  disagreeable  circumstance  to  have 
private  and  confidential  letters,  hastily  written  ns  all 
mine  of  that  class  are,  upon  a  supposition  that  they 
would  remain  between  the  parties  only,  produced  as 
evidence  in  a  matter  of  public  discussion  ;  but  conscious 

UJcd  going  over  to  the  Brilifth.  lie  asked  Wosbingion  for  "a  (o«'  lines 
apfeatdre  (4  ywir  tientc  of  my  conduvl  in  the  f>U  untl  mntct  o(  177^."  Aid 
to  give  Xaa  fanctitm  lo  uting  ihc  Ictlcre  Wfiihittgt«i>  had  nrillcn  to  him  >[  that 
lima. 


that  my  pubHc  and  private  sentiments  are  at  all  times 
alike;  I  shall  not  withhold  these  letters  should  you 
think  them  absolutely  necessary  to  your  justification. 
If  I  have  in  my  possession  any  such  letter  as  you 
particularly  allude  to.  It  is  not  at  presient  with  me — 
being  in  the  field  perfectly  light,  I  have  divested  my- 
self of  all  papers,  public  and  private  ;  but  such  of 
late  date  as  1  thought  I  might  have  occasion,  in  my 
present  situation  to  refer  to.  The  others  remain  at 
a  considerable  distance  from  me.     I  am,  &c. 


TO  THOMAS   PAINE. 

HeackQuaktekb,  i8  SejiCniil>«r,  1781. 

Sir. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  your  favor  of 
the  7th,  informing  of  your  proposal  to  present  me 
with  fifty  copies  of  your  last  publication  '  for  the 
amusement  of  the  army.  For  this  intention  you 
have  my  sincere  thanks,  not  only  on  my  own  account, 
but  for  the  pleasure,  1  doubt  not  the  gentlemen  of  the 
army  will  receive  from  the  perusal  of  your  pamphlets. 

Your  observations  on  the  period  of  seven  years,  as 
it  applies  itself   to    and   affects  British  minds,    are 


■  Probabljr  one  of  ihc  nnmben  of  the  Cr-isii.  Paine  wu  now  writin;  a 
teriK  tii  article*  under  tha.t  title,  suited  to  the  poliliol  cTateof  the  timet.  H* 
bail  laiil  aside  h)«  pen  for  Mveial  monlhii,  when,  in  ih«  Fcbniarr  pre^cdii^, 
Mr  Robert  MorrU  induced  liim  lu  take  it  up  igaiii,  mil  prwnised  him  a 
ilipuliitcil  -lum  o(  monc)' at  a  cnntpen'^lion  For  his  ttrvicei.  This  wu  doixc 
wilh  Ihc  knowleitge  and  approbalinn  o\  GenctaJ  WMhingion,  who  was  iben  in 
Philadelphia.  The  Crisit  was  accordingly  revived,  and  continued  10  Ibe  ead 
ci  Uiewar.  See  on  thU  aubjcct  an  catrttt  from  Mr.  Moirit'  Oiarjr,  in  iha 
Diflamalie^  Gtrresfwrndrmte,  vol.  xii..  p.  m.—Sparkt. 
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ingenious,  and  I  wish  it  may  not  fail  of  its  effects  in 
the  present  instance.'  The  measures  and  the  policy 
of  the  enemy  are  at  present  in  great  perplexity  and 
embarrassment  But  I  have  my  fears,  whether  their 
necessities,  (which  are  the  only  operating  motive  with 
them,)  are  yet  arrived  to  that  point,  which  must  drive 
them  unavoidably  into  what  they  will  esteem  disa- 
greeable and  dishonorable  terms  of  peace  ;  such,  for 
instance,  as  an  absolute,  unequivocal  admission  of 
American  independence,  on  the  terms  upon  which 
she  can  accept  it.  For  this  reason,  added  to  the 
obstinacy  of  the  King,  and  the  probable  consonant 
principles  of  some  of  the  principal  ministers,  I  have 
not  so  full  confidence  in  the  success  of  the  present 


^  "  I  folly  bdiere  we  have  seen  our  wont  &xyx  over.  The  cpfrit  of  ibe  war 
OD  the  p4it  of  llic  ciicm^Uccrlainljr  on  the  decline,  (ull  a>  much  ■•  wn  think 
for.  I  drmw  tbiii  opininn,  not  only  fTom  ihe  ilifficultiev  wc  know  they  aic  in, 
and  the  present  promiscuous  ftppvanncc  of  ihings,  b-nl  from  th«  pcculur  efiecl, 
which  ccitain  periods  of  time  have  more  or  leat  upon  all  men.  The  liritiih 
hiTc  accuMomcd  thciDscIvcs  (o  think  of  the  term  of  ifvff*  yfart  in  a  mnnncr 
different  (rotn  other  perindc  of  tim*.  Tliey  acquire  this  partly  by  habit,  by  r«- 
Ul^ioD,  \rf  rcuoa,  sndhy  lupcrstition.  Tbcy  serve  *cvca  yean  apptcnticcAhip  ; 
they  elect  their  parliament  for  m'Cn  yean ;  they  puniiJi  by  seven  yeara*  Irsns- 
pMtalian,  Or  the  duplicate,  or  triplieatc  of  that  irmn  ;  their  le*»c»  nn  in  the 
■ne  manner ;  and  they  rcatl  that  Jacob  lervcd  seven  years  for  one  wife  and 
•even  yean  for  another  ;  and  the  ume  term,  likewise,  exlin^lshes  all  obliga- 
lioaa  (Id  certain  caict)  of  debt,  or  mntrimony  ;  and  lba>  thi*  pnrlicuUr  period, 
by  a  rarieiy  of  concurrencct.  hat  obtained  an  influence  In  their  mindi  superior 
to  tkat  of  any  other  nnmher. 

"Tfacy  hkve  now  had  ncrea  yean'  war,  and  are  not  an  inch  farther  on  tlio 
ContfaMOt  than  when  they  began.  The  nipcniiijouit  and  the  papiglnr  pan  will 
coQclade  thatititi«#rto  i*  ;  and  Ihe  reaionable  part  will  think  they  have  tried  an 
muiKCeacful  icbetae  long  enou]^,  and  that  il  ia  in  Tain  to  try  it  any  loneci ; 
and  the  obitlnate  part  of  ihein  will  be  beaten  out,  nnleu,  contUient  with  their 
foemtr  uAOeity,  they  get  orerthe  matlee  at  once,  by  pouing  a  new  detloratory 
act  ta  htmd  Tim<  in  all  (aiei  tB^attorvtr,  or  declare  luin  a  rebel." — Tiomas 
ftimeU  WsfAmgttn,  SepUmber  7th. 
6 
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negotiation  for  peace  as  some  gentlemen  entertain. 
Should  events  prove  my  jealousies  to  be  ill  founded. 
I  shall  make  myself  happy  under  the  mistake,  consol- 
ing myself  with  the  idea  of  having  erred  on  the  safest 
side,  and  enjoying  with  as  much  satisfaction  as  any 
of  my  countrymen  the  pleasing  issue  of  our  severe 
contest.  The  case  of  Captain  Asgill  has  indeed  been 
spun  out  to  a  great  length.  But  with  you  I  hope 
that  its  determination  will  not  be  unfavorable  to  this 
Country.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 


TO   ROBERT   K.    LIVINGSTON. 

Vkxplamck'S  Point,  19  September,  I7B«. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  favor  of 
the  nth.  The  political  intelligence  which  we  have 
lately  had  from  Europe  b  so  contradictory,  that  lit- 
tle dependence  can  be  put  upon  it,  more  especially  as 
we  have  it  principally  through  the  channel  of  an 
enemy's  paper,  which  I  take  it  for  granted,  shews  as 
fair  a  side  as  possible  in  their  own  favor. 

Why  we  have  nothing  from  ourministcrs  is,  as  you 
observe,  truly  unaccountable.  In  the  Parliamentary 
debates  consequent  of  the  death  of  the  Marquis  of 
Rockingham  and  the  resignation  of  Fox,  Burke,  &c, 
one  side  assert,  and  the  other  side  deny  matters  so 
confidently,  that  there  is  no  possibility  of  forming  an 
accurate  judgment.  I  cannot  but  look  upon  Lord 
Rockingham's  death,  however,  as  the  most  unfortu- 
nate event,  and  that,  at  best,  the  negociation  if  not 
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broken  off",  will  be  spun  out  to  a  considerable  length. 
This,  however,  will  be  soon  known,  for  if  the  minis- 
try are  seriously  disposed  to  Peace,  upon  such  terms 
as  we  can  accept,  their  acts  must  soon  evince  it.  In 
the  meantime  it  will  be  our  policy  to  proceed  as  if 
no  negociations  were  on  foot 

I  am  extremely  glad  to  hear  from  good  authority 
that  the  Dutch  Fleet  had  put  to  sea.  The  arrival  of 
public  cloathingfrom  Holland  is  an  interesting  event 
— as  the  army  is  more  in  want  of  Linen  just  now  than 
of  any  other  article — -except  money.     *     *     • 


TO    ROBERT    MORRIS. 

IlRAO  QuAkTRRS,  S3  September,  vfit. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  really  more  alarmed  at  the  Contents  of  your 
letters  of  the  29th  and  30th  of  Augt.  and  9th  of  this 
month,  than  at  any  occurrence  which  hath  lately  hap- 
pened— and  I  am  embarrassed  with  respect  to  one 
paragraph  in  that  of  the  50th  of  AugL,  vizt.,  "The 
other  which  is  the  principal  one,  that  you  may  found  a 
warm  application  on  it  to  the  States.  You  will  I 
hope  keep  this  intirely  to  yourself.  You  will  see 
that  I  have  not  intrusted  a  view  of  it  to  my  Secretary 
or  any  the  Clerks'* — On  what  am  I  to  found  an 
application  to  the  States  but  upon  your  informatiou 
of  your  inability  to  comply  with  your  Contracts  in 
consequence  of  their  tardiness  in  paying  their  Taxes  ? 
Should  I  proceed  of  my  own  accord,  as  it  were,  they 
will  think  I  am  stepping  out  of  my  line,  and  may  per 
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haps  hint  to  me  that  this  reprehension  would  come 
more  properly  from  another  quarter — Until  I  hear 
from  you  I  do  not  think  myself  at  liberty  to  make 
use  of  your  name.  But  ought  we  not,  my  dear  Sir, 
to  consider  the  danger  of  trusting  a  matter  of  so  much 
importance,  just  at  this  moment  when  perhaps  the 
enemy  are  balancing  upon  the  total  evacuation  of 
these  States,  to  a  circular  letter  to  the  Legislatures  ? 
Letters  of  this  kind  are,  from  their  nature,  as  public 
as  the  prints,  and  seldom  fail  by  one  means  or  the 
other  to  get  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  I  have 
several  times  found  personal  applications  by  Gentle- 
men of  influence  have  much  more  effect  than  letters. 
Of  this  you  will  judge — and  I  think  another  matter 
ought  immediately  to  be  taken  into  most  serious  con- 
sideration— If  you  would  be  of  opinion  that  the 
most  strenuous  exertionsof  the  States  will  not  enable 
them  to  pay  in  a  sufficiency  of  Specie  to  comply  with 
the  Contracts,  ought  not  a  change  of  measures  to  be 
resolved  on  without  loss  of  time?  That  if  wc  must, 
thro'  necessity,  revert  to  the  ruinous  system  of  Spe- 
cifics, it  may  be  done  in  time  to  lay  up  magazines  be- 
fore the  Winter  sets  in.     *     *    * 


TO    UAJOK-GENKRAL   GREENE. 

Head  Quartkks,  VRttPUAKCX's  Point, 
3j  September,  178a, 

Mv  DEAR  Sir, 

Since  my  last  of  the  6th  of  August  1  have  received 
your  favors  of  the  6th  of  June,  i  ith  of  July  and  12  of 

August. 
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I  hope  before  this  reaches  you,  you  will  be  in  pos- 
session of  Charleston,  and  will  have  found  a  glorious 
end  to  your  difliculties  and  distresses  in  the  southern 
quarter. 

An  application  from  the  government  of  South  Caro- 
lina produced  the  resolve,  of  which  the  enclosed'  is 
3.  copy,  and  which,  I  doubt  not,  was  immediately 
transmitted  to  you.  From  your  being  upon  the  spot, 
and  from  your  thorough  knowledge  of  southern  affairs, 
I  shall  leave  the  execution  of  the  resolve  in  a  great 
measure  to  your  own  judgment.  As  you  observe  in 
your  letter  of  the  rath  of  August,  when  mydlrectlons 
of  the  1 8th  March  last  were  given,  they  were  upon  a 
presumption,  that  the  enemy  might  evacuate  Charles- 
ton in  such  season,  that  the  troops  destined  to  return 
to  the  northward  might  be  here  time  enough  to  ren- 
der service  before  the  close  of  the  campaign ;  but, 
that  not  being  the  case,  their  immediate  removal  does 
not  become  so  essential ;  and  therefore  I  leave  it  with 
you,  either  to  retain  the  corps,  which  you  may  ulti- 
mately determine  to  send  northward,  until  the  weather 
becomes  favorable  for  marching  in  the  spring,  or  to 
send  them  forward  immediately,  as  far  as  Virginia  at 
least,  if  you  fmd  their  subsistence  more  difficult 
and  expensive,  than  it  would  be  in  the  middle 
States.  1  will  just  give  you  a  hint,  that  1  fear  sub- 
sistence will  be  upon  a  very  precarious  footing'  here 
during  the  winter;  and  you  know  the  inconvenience 
of  having  troops  arrive  at  their  cantonments  late  in 
the  season. 


*  RmqIvb  of  lb«  9(li  of  Scpti  respecting  Soutlicni  Annj, 
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The  arrangement  made  by  you  for  the  distribution 
of  the  southern  army  agrees  perfectly,  in  the  main, 
with  my  own  judgment.  I  think,  for  the  folJowing-J 
reason,  that  the  first  and  third  regiments  of  cavalry 
had  best  be  left  in  Carolina.  They  both  belong  to 
Virginia,  and  will  more  than  probably  be  incorporated 
the  next  year.  Their  separation,  therefore,  would 
render  the  incorporation  difficult ;  and,  as  cavalry  are 
of  no  great  use  in  this  quarter  in  offensive  opera- 
tions, and  more  easily  subsisted  southward  than  here, 
I  am  not  anxious  to  have  Lee's  legion.  But  with  this 
you  will  do  as  you  think  best,  Armand's  legion  will 
not  advance.  I  shall  recommend  their  wintering  in 
Virginia,  as  forage  will  be  extremely  scarce  in  all  this 
country',  owing  to  the  severest  drought  ever  known. 

By  the  resolve  before  alluded  to,  I  am  directed  to 
make  the  necessary  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of 
the  southern  States,  and  to  employ  such  force  therein 
as  I  may  think  proper,  and  to  direct  you,  whilst  in 
the  southern  department,  to  employ  the  troops  under 
your  command  offensively  or  defensively  in  such  man- 
ner as  may  be  most  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States. 

The  execution  of  the  foregoing,  I  must,  for  the 
reasons  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  my  letter, 
leave  also  to  you.  Should  the  enemy  evacuate  the 
southern  States,  I  know  of  no  offensive  operations 
but  against  St.  Augustine,  or  the  savages.  The  first 
I  believe  is  out  of  our  power,  even  were  we  authorized 
to  undertake  such  an  expedition ;  and  the  last  must 
depend    upon    contingencies.      I  do  not  apprehend 
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much  danger  from  the  savages,  when  the  British 
are  expelled  from  the  seacoast. 

You  will  perceive  it  is  the  intention  of  Congress, 
that  you  should  remain  personally  at  the  southward 
until  further  orders.  You  will,  I  doubt  not,  use 
every  argument  to  induce  those  States  to  exert  them- 
selves in  raising  a  permanent  force  for  their  own  de- 
fence. They  cannot  expect  that,  if  the  enemy  evacu- 
ate the  southern  States,  and  keep  a  footing  at  New 
York,  and  at  other  places  to  the  northward  and  east- 
ward, that  a  force  of  almost  half  the  Union  should  be 
kept  in  the  southern  States  for  defence  only. 

The  situation  of  politics.  I  mean  European,  is  upon 
so  precarious  a  footing,  that  I  really  know  not  what 
account  to  give  you  of  them.  Negotiations  were  still 
going  on  at  Paris  in  the  middle  of  July ;  but  the 
prospects  of  a  peace  were  checked  by  the  death  of 
the  Marquis  of  Rockingham.  Dr.  Franklin's  laconic 
description  of  the  temper  of  the  British  nation  seems 
most  apt.  "  They  are,"  says  he,  "  unable  to  carry  on 
the  war,  and  too  proud  to  make  peace."     I  am,  &c 


TO  JAMES   DUANE,    IK   CONGRESS. 

VutnascK's  Point,  30th  S«pt«ob«r,  1789. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  shall  be  obliged  to  you,  or  some  friend  in  Con- 
gress to  inform  me  what  has  been  or  is  likely  to  be 
done  with  respect  to  my  reference  of  the  case  of 
Captn,  Huddy,  I  cannot  forbear  complaining  of  the 
cruel  situation  I  now  am  and  ofcenttmes  have  been 
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placed  in,  by  the  silence  of  Congress  in  matters  of 
htj^h  importance,  which  the  good  of  Service,  and  my 
oflficial  duty  have  obliged  me  to  call  upon  them,  as 
the  sovereign  power  of  these  United  States,  to  decide. 
It  is  only  iti  intricate  and  perplexing  cases,  that  I  have 
requested  their  orders,  being  always  willing  to  bear 
my  proportion  of  public  embarrassments,  and  take 
a  full  share  of  responsibility.  Conscious  that  I  have 
treated  that  Honble.  Body,  and  all  their  measures, 
with  as  much  deference  and  respect  as  any  Ofificcr  in 
the  United  States,  I  expected  this  aid. 

Why,  then,  if  policy  forbids  a  decision  upon  the 
difficult  points  I  have  referd.,  I  am  not  to  be  informed 
of  it,  is  beyond  my  conception,  unless  I  was  to  ascribe 
it  to  causes,  which  I  (latter  myself  do  not  exist 
When  I  refer  a  matter  to  Congress,  every  proceeding 
on  it  on  my  part  is  suspended,  until  their  pleasure  is 
transmitted  ;  and  for  this  it  is  well  known  I  have 
waited  with  unexampled  patience.  But  when  no 
notice  is  taken  of  my  application  ;  when  measures, 
which  I  might  otherwise  adopt,  are  suspended  ; 
when  my  own  feelings  are  wounded,  and  others  per- 
haps are  suffering  by  the  delay,  how  is  it  possible  for 
me  to  forbear  expressing  my  disquietude? 

The  particular  cause  of  it  at  this  time  arises  from 
two  things.  First,  while  I  am  totally  silent  to  the 
public,  waiting  the  decision  of  Congs.  on  the  case  of 
Huddy.  I  see  publications  on  this  head  (importing 
reflections)  in  one  of  the  Pennsylvania  Papers,  which 
no  man  could  have  made,  that  had  not  access  to  my 
official  letter  of  the  19th  of  August  to  Congress  ;  and. 
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secondly,  because  I  feel  exceedingly  for  Captn.  Asgill, 
who  was  desig^natcd  by  Lot  as  a  victim  to  the  manes 
of  Captain  Huddy.  While  retaliation  was  appar- 
ently necessary,  however  disagreeable  in  itself,  I  had 
no  repugnance  to  the  measure.  But,  when  the  end 
proposed  by  it  is  answered,  by  a  disavowal  of  the  act, 
by  a  dissolution  of  the  Board  of  Refugees,  by  a  prom- 
ise whether  with  or  without  meaning  to  comply  with 
it,  1  shall  not  determine,  that  further  inquisition 
should  be  made  into  the  matter,  I  thought  it  incum- 
bent upon  me,  to  have  the  senseof  Congress,  who  had 
most  explicitly  approved,  and  impliedly  indeed  ordered 
retaliation  to  take  place  before  I  proceeded  any  further 
in  the  matter.    To  this  hour  I  am  held  in  darkness. 

The  letter  of  Asgill,  (copy  of  which  I  inclose.)  and 
the  situation  of  his  Father,  which  I  am  made  ac- 
quainted with  by  the  British  prints,  work  too  power- 
fully upon  my  humanity  not  to  wish,  that  Congress 
would  chalk  a  tine  for  me  to  walk  by  in  this  business. 
To  effect  this,  is  the  cause  of  the  trouble  you  now 
receive  from,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most 

'  Captnin  A*{>ill  had  bMti  for  some  Um«  released  Tram  close  con(ia«ment, 
ma&  allowed  to  go  at  Urge  on  parole  at  Chalham  in4  in  the  neighborhood  of 
ihal  place.  Flc  wralc  10  General  Wubtogloo,  roqumloff  pennlnion  to  lecuni 
to  ICmrope.an  account  of  the  illnen  of  hi*  falher,  and  the  dixtreued  ilale  of  hia 
molbcr  attd  ibltr  in  cooMqucncc  ot  tluti  orcnt,  and  uf  tlicic  aiixictx  fui  cl)e  (ute 
ifflpendinc  over  the  ton  and  biolhrt. 

In  writing  lo  the  Swrelary  al  Wat,  a  week  after  the  above  letter.  General 
Wathingloti  taid  :  "  The  dcla^  of  Congress  places  me  not  onlj'  in  a  rery  dcli- 
eUe,  bat  ■  very  awkwinl  niiuacion  wiih  the  expecling  world.  Wua  1  lo  give 
mj  private  opinion  ictpccling  .^•'^iU,  I  thonld  pronounce  in  favor  of  hix  being 
feleued  from  hh  ditrew,  and  that  he  ihovid  be  permitted  ta|[0  lohb  friend*  in 
Eufope.  "—October  Tlh. 
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TO   THE    SECRETARY    AT    WAR.* 
My    DfeAR    Sir,  H^»-QWAl.T«t.aO«ober,i7»i. 

Painful  as  the  task  is  to  describe  the  dark  side  of 
our  affairs,  it  sometimes  becomes  a  matter  of  indis- 
pensable necessity.  Without  disguise  or  palliation, 
I  will  inform  you  candidly  of  the  discontents,  which 
at  this  moment  prevail  universally  throughout  the 
army. 

The  complaint  of  evils,  which  they  suppose  almost 
reme<liless,  are  the  total  want  of  money  or  the  means 
of  existing  from  one  day  to  another,  the  heavy  debts 
they  have  already  incurred,  the  loss  of  credit,  the 
distress  of  their  families  (i.  e.  such  as  are  married)  at 
home,  and  the  prospect  of  poverty  and  misery  before 
them.  It  is  vain,  Sir,  to  suppose,  that  military  men 
will  acquiesce  contentedly  with  bare  rations,  when 
those  in  the  civil  walk  of  life,  (unacquainted  with  half 
the  hardships  they  endure.)  are  regularly  paid  the 
emoluments  of  office.  While  the  human  mind  is  in- 
flueiicd.  by  the  same  passions,  and  have  ye  same  incli- 
nations to  indulge,  it  cannt  be.     A  military*  man  has 

'Tbiileiwr  was  eneloted  to  Kaben  Morris,  ta  whom  Wkihingtoa  wttMt 
"  I  confes*  il  icons  lo  me,  not  only  an  act  of  policy  but  of  ]u»cic«,  iauead  of 
Inltating  Ibemindiuf  vur  ufBcerannd  men.  to  tuuiliv  midnccQinrnodate  tbem  in 
■U  their  rcuonable  wi«hct  and  cxitrcUlianB,  oi  far  u  the  ci renin ktuicrs  will 
admit  il.  1  ara  senablc;  yoa  aiincidc  entirely  in  the  ?umc  xeniimcni. " — 20 
OctobL-r,  lyga.  AndtoMcHcnry,  who«e  needs  wercorgGOl.hawrotB  on  the  3}d 
[or  a4tli]  of  Oflobw  : 

"To  make  tuch  nn  applicniion  as  you  require  to  the  Fintncicr,  would,  I 
know,  be  uiuvtiling — first,  bpciuse  he  has  mo«  deddedly  refiwed  lo  Bdjett, 
&  ditebar(c  tile  clAim  «{  any  Oliiccr  who  is*  midcsl  in  &  the  tubjcct  «f  (Iw 
I7niled  Suiet — andRHundly,  every  otiier  coniideraiian  a[uirc  whil  troald  a.I«n« 
be  a  mffiaent  bar — becaiiKc  he  hu  not  the  meani  of  doing  it — The  Staiea  u« 
ta  t«nly  in  collecling  the  Taiie*,  that  the  tnoM  irivial  nnm  cannot  be  obtaitmt 
for  the  mo^t  prokring  purpo)^cv — and  in  one  hirm).  il  may  be  uid,  thai  ike 
Offieeri  of  the  Amy  are  actually  tiorvi^  (or  want  of  a  small  portwn  of  Uieir 
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the  same  turn  to  sociability  as  a  person  in  civil  life. 
He  conceives  himself  equally  caUccl  upon  to  live  up  to 
his  rank,  and  his  pride  is  hurt  when  circumstans.  re- 
strain him.  Only  conceive,  then,  the  mortification 
they  (even  the  general  officers)  must  suffer,  when  they 
cannot  invite  a  French  officer,  a  visiting  friend,  or  a 
travelling  acquaintance,  to  a  better  repast,  than  stink- 
ing whiskey  (and  not  always  that)  and  a  bit  of  Beef 
without  vegetables  will  afford  them. 

The  ofiticers  also  complain  of  other  hardships, 
which  they  think  might  and  ought  to  be  remedied 
without  delay  ;  such  as  the  stopping  promotions, 
where  there  have  been  vacancies  open  for  a  long  time; 
the  withholding  commissions  from  those,  who  are 
justly  entitled  to  them,  and  have  warrants  or  certifi- 
cates of  their  appointments  from  the  executive  of 
their  Slates;  and  particularly  the  leaving  the  com- 
pensation for  their  services  in  a  loose,  equivocal  state, 
without  ascertaining  their  claims  upon  the  public,  or 
making  provision  for  the  future  payment  of  them. 

)p«f— die  Honmof  it,  lot  wsa!  o(  money  to  prftcure  fowgc.  Me  actually  to 
(}ibcOQdiliou — in  •  wutd,  Sir,  for  want  of  «  little  nioneytopny  the  traniportiu 
tion  of  soiD«  vrtjeucRtial  anklet.  Ihe  TrnopE  have  tuRrred,  &  continue  to  suf. 
te  uuiiaslj  ;  and  for  lh«  want  of  the  said  mon«y,  «■«  have  been  obliged  to 
idiaqaUh  a  conlract  for  rabsit'ting  the  Aimy  al  lod  ■  Ration  &  give  \%A  lot 
Iht  ukp  of  ihrw  moathi  credit. 

'*  There  have  been  iniitancex  I  know,  where  •ome  (orciga  Oflitflrt,  who  had 
naatatc  (otoort  lo~&  who  were  retluccd  to  the  lail  exiictnity— have  rccctred 
atoallpoKof  their  pay,  but  trilling  in  comparison  of  Ihoirdenandt,  or  dues. 
— Jadgv  yc  therefore  under  theve  drcumitances,  how  fruitless  would  he  uiy 
■pplkuioo  to  the  Financict  for  money. 

"  The  only  mode  I  an  told,  by  which  yon  can  be  relicTecl,  is  for  me  to  apply 
to  CoacrcH  lo  rccdmmend  your  cue  to  the  Sute  of  Maryland  ;  that  you  may 
be  included  bt  the  Officers  belongiiif;  to  it— thiii  [  have  nccottlingly  don«  (as 
you  May  »ee  by  the  iDclmed)  throngh  it*  propor  channel— the  Secretary  at  War 
— who  ii  now  here,  aud  on  whom  I  shall  enforce  the  raeaiuic  in  terms  which  1 
penoad*  myself  will  give  fainility  lo  an  official  act." 
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While  I  premise,  that  tho'  no  one  I  have  seen  or 
heard  of  appears  opposed  to  the  principle  of  reducing 
the  army  as  circumstances  may  require,  yet  1  cannot 
help  fearing  the  result  of  the  measure  in  contempla- 
tion, under  present  circumstances,  when  I  see  such  a 
number  of  men.  goaded  by  a  thousand  stings  of  re- 
flection on  the  past  and  of  anticipation  on  the  future, 
abouttobcturnedintothe  world,  soured  by  penury  and 
what  they  call  the  ingratitude  of  the  public,  involved 
in  debts  without  one  farthing  of  money  to  carry  them 
home,  after  having  spent  the  flower  of  their  days,  and 
many  of  them  their  patrimonies,  in  establishing  the 
freedom  and  independence  of  their  country',  and  suf- 
ered  everything  human  nature  is  capable  of  enduring 
on  this  side  of  death.  I  repeat  it,  in  these  irritable 
circumstances,  without  one  thing  to  soothe  their 
feelings  or  brighten  the  gloomy  prospects,  I  cannot 
avoid  apprehending  that  a  train  of  evils  will  follow,  of 
a  very  serious  and  distressing  nature.  On  the  other 
hand,  could  the  officers  be  placed  in  as  good  a  situa- 
tion, as  when  they  came  into  service,  the  contention, 
I  am  persuaded,  would  be.  not  who  should  continue 
in  the  field,  but  who  should  retire  to  private  life. 

I  wish  not  to  heighten  the  shades  of  the  picture  so 
far  as  the  real  life  would  justify  me  in  doing,  or  I  would 
give  anecdotes  of  patriotism  and  distress,  which  have 
scarcely  ever  been  paralleled,  never  surpassed  in  the 
history  of  mankind.  But,  you  may  rely  upon  it,  the 
patience  and  long-sufTerance  of  this  army  arc  almost 
exhausted,  and  that  there  never  was  so  great  a  spirit 
of  discontent  as  at  this  instant.     While  in  the  field.  I 
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think  it  may  be  kept  from  breaking  out  into  acts  of  out 
rage  ;  but  when  we  retire  into  winter-quarters,  (unless 
the  storm  is  previously  dissipated,)  I  cannot  be  at  ease 
respecting  the  consequences.  It  is  high  time  for  a 
peace. 

To  you,  my  dear  Sir,  I  need  not  be  more  particu- 
lar in  describing  my  anxiety  and  the  grounds  of  it. 
You  are  too  well  acquainted,  from  your  own  service, 
with  the  real  sufferings  of  the  army,  to  require  a 
longer  detail.  I  will,  therefore,  only  add,  that,  exclu- 
sive of  the  common  hardships  of  a  military  life,  our 
troops  have  been  and  still  are  obliged  to  perform 
more  services  foreign  to  their  proper  duty,  without 
gratuity  or  reward,  than  the  soldiers  of  any  other 
army  ;  for  example,  the  immense  labors  expended  in 
doing  the  duties  of  artificers  in  erecting  fortifications 
and  military  works,  the  fatigue  of  building  themselves 
barracks  or  huts  annually,  and  of  cutting  and  trans- 
porting wood  for  the  use  of  all  our  posts  and  garri- 
sons without  any  expense  whatever  to  the  public. 

Of  this  letter,  (which,  from  the  tenor  of  it,  must 
be  considered  in  some  degree  of  a  private  nature,) 
you  may  make  such  use  as  you  shall  think  proper, 
since  the  principal  objects  of  it  were,  by  displaying 
the  merits,  the  hardships,  the  disposition,  and  critical 
state  of  the  army,  to  give  information  that  might 
eventually  be  useful,  and  to  convince  you  with  what 
entire  confidence  and  esteem,  I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  &c.' 

'  To  Kin*  of  (1m  (opiccof  this  letter  Ginieral  Lincoln  replied,  in  hit  privaie 
capacity,  as  rolJowt : 

"  Vou  mcutiaa  as  a  giound  o(  carnplaint,  that  the  compenMilon  lo  the  ane)r 
far  their  ««nrkea  Is  left  in  a  loote.  equivocal  «tate,  and  of  thJt  I  am  fully  con- 
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TO  JAMES  McHENRY. 

VKKruv^cs'^  Poim'.  17  October,  1383. 

My  dkar  Sir, 

In  a  visit  to  the  Post  of  Dobb's  Ferry  last  Satur- 
day, I  acciclently  met  with  Majr.  Lynch  at  that  place, 
and  received  from  him  your  letter  of  the  30th  ulto. 

In  a  time  like  this,  of  general  uncertainty,  with  re- 
spect 10  the  designs  of  the  British  Court,  it  is  not  at 
all  wonderful  to  find  men  engineering  at  every  Corner 
for  News — The  North  sends  to  the  South,  and  the 


vinced  ;  >od  fnin  ibc  IuionIc4Ee  t  hftvc  of  llic  ictuper  of  Coitgiea,  I  luvc 
little  cipeclation  thai  the  miltet  of  hall-pay,  to  which  1  suppose  fou  allnda, 
will  br  in  A  bcllei  situation  thnn  il  now  is,  tinlil  it  shall  ti«  i«<oinincn<lcd  by 
Congtcsc  lo  the  Kcvcnl  Slam  lo  provide  for  Ihcir  vyra  cfKccn ;  which  I  sni 
apprehendve  will  not  be  done  unle&i  Con^s^  know  in  Eume  wnj*  or  other, 
ttuit  il  it  tbc  with  of  the  ofiiccre  that  they  thooM  do  iL 

"  You  know,  Sir,  that  do  mcmtyi  can  be  apptopriaicd  but  bjr  ibc  Toice  of 
nine  St.ilC'i.  There  was  not  that  numbrrin  (svor  o(  hfllf-puy,  when  Ihtvale  t6 
grant  it  paiBCil  in  CoD^rcsa,  which  was  ■  vole  liefwv  tlic  confeilcration  wat 
dgntil  and  prsctiwd  upon,  but  il  i«  not  now.  I  icc  little  probability,  thaiaaun 
egual  la  the  half.pajr  will  be  approptintetl  lo  thai  purpose,  and  apportioned  on 
the  bcvcial  Stales.  Maatschusctta  U  one  of  ihoic  Statu,  which  have  alwajs 
been  oppaced  to  iheineuiite.  Indeed,  there  iji  but  one  Stale  coKtof  thU.  whidi 
agreed  to  it.  In  the  tittX  place,  tlieic  ialoo  great  a  part  of  the  Union  opposed 
to  the  hnlf'pay  !□  think  of  cairyin£  it  thrauEh.  The  States  in  opposiiinn  can- 
not be  coerced.  Tliey  My  they  Are  willing  10  make  a  handsome  compainatton 
by  cocnpToEauw,  and  tbait  tliey  will  give  a  sum  wbidi  shall  be  just  and  honora- 
ble. From  ihic  il  will  be  diflicull,  if  not  impottibtc,  to  pcnuadc  them  to 
depart.  I  nmrnyself  fally  of  opinion,  that  it  will  be  much  the  best  foe  theari^ 
to  be  referred  to  their  tcvcral  btatcK  and  thatthcir  expectations  will  end  in  cfa»- 
grin  and  diiappointmciiti  if  thi^y  look  fur  half-pay  from  Coni^reu.  Let  be  for 
(I  moiaeRl  reilcci  how  Congrcia  will  avail  themBclveii  ol  money  lodischoriic  ttui 
debt.  They  cannot  ajipiupnaic  any  pari  of  tbc  xum  Id  this  i):w,  which  shall  be 
annually  sppwiioned  on  the  levera]  Stales,  for  the  reasons  I  iDenliaaed before  ; 
tiicre  are  not  nine  Slalci  in  favor  of  il.  Shontd  it  be  mid,  thai  it  may  be  piUd 
out  <if  the  revenne  of  some  general  lai,  it  wU]  not  remove  the  ohjcction.  The 
money  arising  from  time  general  tuei  muA  aba  be  appropriated,  if  each  taxa 
wcic  passed,  No  one  of  those  proposed  has  yet  paMcd,  «ud  I  aec  Utile  pioba- 
bilily  thai  any  of  Uiem  will  mon,  if  ever." — October  14th. 


«7«»] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


95 


South  to  the  North,  to  obtain  it. — But  at  present,  all 
I  believe  are  equally  ignorant. — My  opinion  of  the 
matter  is,  that  you  could  learn  nothing  decisive  from 
the  Cabinet  itself. — I  have  long  thought,  and  still 
think,  they  are  trying  the  Chapter  of  accidents  ;  and 
the  good  or  ill  success  alone  of  this  campaign,  will 
fix  their  Councils.  If  they  can  obtain  any  advan- 
tages at  Sea,  or  in  the  Indies — East  or  West,  no 
matter  where — I  am  of  opinion  they  will  continue  the 
War — If  their  affairs  on  the  other  hand  stand  still,  or 
continue  to  retrograde,  their  stomachs  will  come  to, 
&  Peace  will  be  t^eriously  thought  of — 

From  a  letter  I  had  from  Marqs.  De  la  Fayette  of 
the  29th  of  June,  nothing  more  could  be  collected 
than  that  doubts  &  darkness  prevailed — that  the  busi- 
ness of  Grenville,  seemed  to  be  that  of  procrastina- 
tion.— In  a  word,  that  nothing  was  fixed ;  and  that 
the  cause  of  his  stay  was  to  see  matters  in  such  a 
train  as  to  find  the  way  clear  before  he  left  France.— 
In  New  Yk,  they  are  as  impatient  as  us  for  News — 
expecting  the  August  Packet  will  remove  all  doubts, 
but  herein  they  will  be  mistaken — later  acc'ts  than 
the  Packet  can  bring,  leave  the  negotiations  at  Paris 
!n  as  doubtful  a  state  as  ever — A  Letter  which  I  have 
just  received  from  Boston  gives  me  the  inclosed  as 
an  extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Adams  (as  this  is  a 
private  letter,  Mr.  Adams's  name  had  better  be  with- 
held) of  the  20  of  Augt.  from  the  Hague. — The  Bos- 
ton Gazette  says,  that  the  Combined  Fleets  had  left 
the  Channel,  and  that  the  Jamaica  Fleet  got  in  four 
days  afterwards. — It  also  gives  an  acct  of  an  Action 
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in  the  East  Indies  between  the  French  &  British 
Fleets,  in  which,  after  a  hard  foughc  action,  they  say 
victory  inclined  to  the  latter  but  that  the  Ships  of 
Admiral  Hughes  were  so  much  damaged  he  could 
not  pursue — this  is  such  an  acknowledgment  (from  a 
British  acct.)  as  to  leave  little  to  be  apprehended 
from  it. 

You  will  recollect  the  opinion  I  gave  you  upon  the 
receipt  of  Carleton's  letter  of  the  ad  of  August  to 
me.  Subsequent  events,  as  far  as  they  have  come  to 
my  knowledge  prove  it  was  well  founded — &  I  wish 
future  ones  may  not  evince  that  to  gain  time,  was  all 
that  the  British  ministry  had  in  view — The  impolicy 
therefore  of  suffering  ourselves  to  be  lulled  by  ex- 
pectations of  Peace,  because  we  wish  it,  &  because 
it  is  the  Interest  of  G.  Britain  to  hold  up  the  ideas  of 
it,  will,  more  than  probably,  prove  the  ruin  of  our 
cause  &  the  disbanding  of  the  Army  ;  for  it  should 
seem  from  the  conduct  the  States  are  pursuing — that 
they  do  not  conceive  it  necessary  for  the  Army  to  re- 
ceive any  thing  but  hard  knocks — to  give  them  pay. 
is  a  matter  which  has  long  been  out  of  the  question  ; 
and  we  were  upon  the  point  of- trying  how  we  could 
live  on  without  subsistence  (as  the  superintendent 
was  no  longer  able  to  fulfil  his  Contract  with  the 
Victualers  of  the  Army,  &  they  relinquishing  it)  when 
fortunately  for  us  we  met  with  Gentlemen,  who,  for 
an  advanced  price  pr  Ration,  has  saved  us  from  starva- 
tion, or  disbandment  by  giving  a  credit — Our  horses 
have  long  been  without  everything  which  their  own 
thriftincss  could  not  procure. 
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Let  any  man  who  will  allow  reason  fair  play,  ask 
himself  what  must  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of 
such  policy. — Have  not  militarj'  men  the  same  feel- 
ings of  those  in  the  Civil  line? — why  then  should  one 
set  receive  the  constant  wages  of  service— and  the 
other  be  continually  without  them? — do  the  former 
deserve  less  for  their  watchings  and  toil — forenduring 
heat  &  cold — for  standing  in  sunshine  &  in  rain — for 
the  dangers  they  are  continually  exposed  to  for  the 
sake  of  their  Country;  by  which  means  the  man  in 
Civil  life  sits  quiet  under  his  own  Vine  &  Fig  tree — 
solacing  himself  in  all  the  comforts — pleasures — & 
enjoyments  of  life,  free  &.  unrestrained  ?  let  impar- 
tiality answr.  the  question. 

These  are  matters  worthy  of  serious  consideration 
— The  patience — the  fortitude — the  long,  &  great 
suffering  of  this  army  is  unexampled  in  history ;  but 
there  is  an  end  to  all  things  &  I  fear  wc  are 
very  near  one  to  this. — Which,  more  than  probably 
will  oblige  me  to  stick  very  close  to  my  flock  this 
winter.  &  try  like  a  careful  physician,  to  prevent, 
if  possible,  the  disorders  getting  to  an  incurable 
height. 

I  am  yr.  ver^'  obedl.  &  affectn.  servt. 


P.  S.  1  have  this  moment  received  a  letter  from 
the  Marqs.  Dc  Vaudrcuil  informg.  me,  that  a  Vessel 
just  arrived  from  Cadi2,  wch.  place  she  left  the  24th 
of  Augt,  brings  advices  that  the  day  following  was 
fixed  upon  for  a  genl.  assault  of  the  Works  at  Gib- 
raller,  by  ye  combined  force  of  F.  &  Spn. 
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TO    GOVERNOR  CLINTON. 

HKAu-QvAaTxs*,  19  October,  1789. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  15th  instant  with 
the  enclosures  ;  and,  though  at  the  same  time  it  ts 
true,  I  have  the  general  command  of  the  allied  army, 
as  to  all  its  movements,  operations.  &c  yet  I  have 
never  considered  myself  as  having  an  absolute  right 
to  interfere  with  the  internal  police  and  regulations 
of  the  French  army,  under  the  immediate  orders  of 
his  Excellency  the  Count  de  Rochambeau ;  with 
which  army  it  appt:ars  the  persons  mentioned  in  the 
papers  contained  in  your  letter  are  connected.  I 
have,  however,  in  order  to  produce  an  amicable  set- 
tlement of  the  matter,  communicated  the  contents  to 
Colonel  Wadsworth.  and  requested  him  to  use  his 
utmost  endeavors  to  prevent  any  altercations  and 
quarrels  between  the  citizens  of  this  State  and  the 
people  employed  by  him.  As  he  has  engaged,  that 
they  will  not  impede  the  due  execution  of  the  civil 
authority,  and  as  he  writes  to  you  by  this  conveyance, 
I  cannot  but  hope  matters  will  be  explained  to  your 
satisfaction.' 

For  my  own  part  I  shall  still  continue  to  exert  all 
my  influence  and  authority  to  prevent  the  interrup- 
tion of  that  harmony,  which  is  so  essential,  and  which 
has  so  generally  prevailed  between  the  army  and  the 

'  Colonel  WidswQrtli  wai  the  conlnictar  (or  supplying  the  French  arm)',  uwl 
ft  deputy  under  bim  had  refuicd  la  Kubrait  to  ■  conslatilc,  who  lervcd  upo>  I 
ajuiiicc's  wnrrnnt.  This  wa*  cnnsiiJercd  n  conletnpi  of  ihc  civil  >uthoirit7>, 
•nd  cRiisad  %  camplftint  to  be  forwarded  by  the  justico  to  tho  sovernor  of  dw 
Stale. 
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inhabitants  of  the  country ;  and  I  need  scarcely  add, 
that  in  doing  this  I  shall  give  every  species  of  coun- 
tenance and  support  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  of 
the  land. 

In  the  present  quiet  stale  of  the  frontiers,  and  with 
assurances  from  Sir  Guy  Carlcton,  that  the  incursions 
of  the  savages  are  stopped  by  authority,  1  have  it  in 
contemplation  to  withdraw  the  Continental  troops 
from  the  northward.  There  are  many  reasons,  which 
will  make  that  measure  eligible,  unless  the  troops, 
which  have  been  raised  on  purpose  for  the  defence  of 
the  frontiers  of  this  State,  should  be  thought  incom- 
petent to  the  duty,  even  taking  into  consideration  the 
inactivity  of  the  season  and  the  situation  of  affairs  ; 
for,  indeed,  I  confess,  I  do  not  consider  the  late  re- 
ports of  the  enemy's  being  in  force  at  the  Isle-au-Noix 
to  indicate  any  thing  farther  than  an  attention  to 
their  own  security.  The  severity  of  the  approaching 
season,  and  every  other  circumstance,  appear  to  me 
to  militate  against  an  attack  upon  ourposscssions  this 
winter,  and  we  shall  not  be  at  so  great  a  distance,  but 
that  succor  may  be  afforded  as  early  in  the  spring  as 
shall  be  necessar}'.  At  any  rate,  some  measures  must 
be  immediately  taken  relative  to  the  troops  now  there. 
I  should  be  happy  in  receiving  your  sentiments  as 
soon  as  may  be,  and  am  with  great  esteem  and  regard, 
&c 


P.  S.     I  should  be  much  obliged  by  an  answer  at 
the  return  of  the  bearer. 
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TO   THE   MARQUIS  TtE   LAFAYETTE. 

Vkrflanck's  Point,  ao  October,  17S3. 

My  DEAR  Marqs., 

Whilst  I  thought  there  was  a  probability  of  my  let- 
ters finding  you  in  France,  I  continued  to  write  to  you 
at  Paris.  After  that,  I  ceased  to  do  so,  expecting 
the  more  agreeable  pleasure  of  embracing  you  in 
America.  Your  favor  of  the  29th  of  June,  placing 
the  time  of  your  departure  from  thence  on  a  contin- 
gency, and  our  latest  advices  from  Europe,  reporting 
that  the  negotiations  for  Peace  were  nearly  in  the 
same  state  as  at  the  commencement  of  it,  I  shall 
renew  my  correspondence. 

I  approve,  very  highly,  the  motives  which  induced 
you  to  remain  at  your  Court  and  I  am  convinced  Con- 
gress will  do  the  same — The  Campaign,  as  you  sup- 
posed, has  been  very  inactive — Wc  formed  the 
junction  with  the  French  Corps  (which  is  now  en- 
camped on  our  (eft  ten  miles  distant)  the  middle  of 
September ;  and  have  remained  in  perfect  unison 
with  them  ever  since  their  arrival.  It  may  I  be- 
lieve with  much  truth  be  said,  that  a  greater  harmony 
between  two  Armies  never  subsisted  than  that  which 
has  prevailed  between  the  French  and  Americans 
since  the  first  junction  of  them  last  year.  I  had  pre- 
pared a  beautiful  Corps  for  you  to  command,  that 
would  not,  1  am  convinced,  either  in  their  appearance 
or  action,  have  discredited  any  Officer,  or  Army  what- 
ever. It  consisted  of  all  the  light  Infantry  of  the 
Northern  Army,  to  whicli  Sheldon's  Legion  would 
have  been  added.    But  we  have  done  nothing  more 
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than  to  keep  a  watch  upon  tlie  enemy  this  Campaign 
except  restraining  them  from  detaching;  which  [ 
believe  has  been  the  consequence  of  our  junction,  and 
lying  here.  A  few  Gennan  Troops,  and  Refugees 
have  been  sent  to  Hallifajc ;  from  thence  it  was  sup- 
posed they  were  to  proceed  to  Canada.  This  took 
place  before  I  came  into  the  Field,  which  was  on  the 
last  day  of  August.  The  cold  weather  puts  us  in  mind 
of  warm  fire  sides,  and  the  two  Armies  will  separate 
for  this  or  some  other  purpose  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days.  The  French  Army  will  go  Easterly,  we  North- 
erly, and  shall  iix  our  cantonments  in  the  vicinity  of 
West  point. 

The  Enemy  in  New  York  make  no  scruple  of  de- 
claring their  intention  of  evacuating  Charles  town. 
Many  Transports  went  from  the  former  about  a  month 
ago ;  with  design,  it  was  said,  to  take  off  the  Garri- 
son ;  but  whether  it  is  to  be  brought  to  the  last  men- 
tioned place  or  carried  to  the  West  Indies  is  mere 
matter  of  conjecture — very  probably  the  British 
Troops  may  go  to  the  latter,  and  the  foreigners  to 
the  former.  Time  only  will  shew  this,  as  indeed 
it  may  another  thing,  viz — that  the  late  changes  in 
the  British  Councils  may  prevent  the  evacuation  of  it 
at  all. 

With  respect  to  New  York,  various  opinions  have 
prevailed.  Some  thought  the  speedy  evacuation  of  it 
inevitable  ;  others,  that  it  would  be  delayed  till  the 
spring  ;  while  a  third  set,  less  sanguine  than  either  of 
the  other  two,  believed  that  nothing  short  of  military 
force  would  ever  free  the  city  of  them,  their  whole 
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design  beingf,  to  amuse  the  Belligerent  Powers  and 
deceive  America,  till  they  could  put  their  marine  and 
other  matters  in  a  more  prosperous  train  for  prose- 
culingthe  war.  The  first,  it  is  certain,  were  in  an  error, 
because  the  Troops  are  still  at  New  York,  but  which 
of  the  other  two  may  be  right,  your  knowledge  from 
what  is  transacting  on  the  European  theater  enables 
you  to  judge  better  of  than  I.  Certain  it  is.  the 
loyalists  and  Refugees  in  New  York  are  very  much 
alarmed,  and  know  not  what  to  expect.  As  certain  it  is. 
Sir  Guy  Carieton  holds  himself  in  readiness  to  evacu- 
ate, or  perform  any  other  movement  with  his  Army  ; 
while  he  endeavors  assiduously  in  the  mean  while  to 
propagate  the  favorable  disposition  of  Great  Britain 
to  grant  every  thing  America  can  require.  Their 
Transports  have  wooded  and  watered,  and  lay  ready 
for  any  Service ;  so  have  the  Ships  of  War  under 
Admiral  Pigot,  but  1  believe  they  are  designed  for 
the  West  Indies,  with  part  of  the  Troops  at  New 
York,  more  than  for  any  other  purpose. — 

You  will  have  heard  before  this  Letter  can  reach 
you,  of  the  loss  of  the  L'Eagle — it  will  be  unpleasant 
therefore  to  repeat  it — every  body  laments  the  mis- 
fortune, and  pities  poor  L'Touche. — Duke  Lauzun 
has  been  very  sick  but  is  now  recovering  fast — the* 
very  thin  and  pale. 

Poor  Laurens'  is  no  more. — He  fell  in  a  trifiing 
skirmish  in  South  Carolina,  attempting  to  prevent 
the  Enemy  from  plundering  the  country  of  rice, 
Genl.  Lee  is  also  dead,  he  breathed  his  last  at  Phila- 

I  Lmireiu  wia  killed  at  Cbehaw  Neck  on  {he  a7Cti  of  Augiut, 
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delphia  about  a  fortnight  ago.    Your  aid  G.  W 

has  had  an  intermittent  fever  ever  since  April,  and  by 
the  last  accounts  of  him  from  Mount  Vernon,  where 
he  is,  he  was  verj-  low  and  weak.  As  I  despair  of  see- 
ing my  home  this  Winter,  I  have  just  sent  for  Mrs. 
Washington,  who  will  think  herself  honored  by  yours 
and  Madm.  La  Fayette's  notice.  Make  a  tender  of 
my  best  respects  to  her,  and  ofTer  a  blessing  in  my 
name  to  your  Son,  and  my  God  Son.  Present  me 
also  to  Count  Charlux  and  others  with  whom  I  have 
the  honor  of  an  acquaintance.  The  Count  de  Noaillea 
will  have  the  trouble  of  reading  a  letter  from  me. 
Adieu,  my  dear  Marqs.  believe  me,  &c. 


TO    DOCTOR    WILLIAM    CORDON. 
Dear    Sir  Vkkpu^nck's  Poipfr.  S3  October.  1782. 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  2d  Inst., 
&  thank  you  for  the  extract  of  Mr.  Adams's  letter. 

I  neverwas  among  the  sanguine  ones,  consequently 
shall  be  less  disappointed  than  People  of  that  de- 
scription, if  our  warfare  should  continue.  From 
hence  (it  being  the  opinion  of  some  Men  that  our 
expectations  have  an  accordance  with  our  wishes)  it 
may  be  inferred  that  mine  are  for  a  prolongation 
of  the  War. — But  maugrc  this  doctrine,  and  the 
opinion  of  others  that  a  continuation  of  the  War 
till  the  Powers  of  Congress — or  political  systems 
— and  genera]  form  of  Government  are  better  estab- 
lished— I  can  say  with  much  truth,  that  there  is  not 

'  George  Augasline  Wiuhingian. 
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a  man  in  America  that  more  fervently  wishes  for 
Peace,  and  a  return  to  private  life  than  I  do. — Nor 
will  any  man  go  back  to  the  rural  &  tlomestick enjoy- 
ments of  it  with  more  Heartfelt  pleasure  than  I  shall. 
— It  is  painful  to  me  therefore,  to  accompany  this 
declaration  with  an  opinion  that  while  the  present 
King  can  maintain  the  influence  of  his  Crown,  & 
extort  Men  &  Money  from  his  subjects,  so  long  will 
the  principles  by  which  he  is  governed  push  him  on 
in  his  present  wild  career. — The  late  change  in  his 
Ministry  is  an  evidence  of  this — and  other  changes 
which  I  suspect  will  soon  take  place,  will  convince  us, 
I  fear  of  the  fallacy  of  our  hopes. 

It  appears  to  me  impracticable  for  the  best  Histori- 
ographer living,  to  write  a  full  &  correct  history  of 
the  present  revolution,  who  has  not  free  access  to  the 
Archives  of  Congress — those  of  Individual  States — 
the  Papers  of  the  Commander  in  chief,  &  command- 
ing officers  of  separate  departments.  Mine,  while  the 
war  continues,  I  consider  as  a  species  of  Public  prop- 
erty, sacred  in  my  hands  ;  &  of  little  service  to  any 
Historian  who  has  not  that  general  information  that 
is  only  to  be  derived  with  exactitude  from  the  sources 
I  have  mentioned.  When  Congress  then  shall  open 
their  registers,  &  say  it  is  proper  for  the  servants  of 
the  public  to  do  so,  it  will  give  me  much  pleasure  to 
afford  all  the  aid  to  your  labors  &  laudable  undertak- 
ing which  my  Papers  can  give — till  one  of  those  pe- 
riods arrive  I  do  not  think  myself  justified  in  suflFcring 
an  inspection  of  and  extracts  to  be  taken  from  my 
Records.     •     «     * 
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TO  CAPTAIN   CHARLES   ASGILL/ 

HSAP-QUARiitfiR.  13  Novembvr.  1782. 

Sir. 

It  affords  me  singular  pleasure,  to  have  It  in  my 
power  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  copy  of  an  act 
of  Congress,  of  the  7th  instant,  by  which  you  are  re- 
leased from  the  disagreeable  circumstances  in  which 

'  Tbe  cftie  of  Ca|iUia  Axgill  wu  Uid  before  C<>unt  de  Vcrgennei  bj  L»Aj 
AsgdI.  sail  ttiai  minlvicr  wrote  ilie  following  IcCm  to  Wuhlnglon  : 

"  I1  U  not  in  (jtuditvuf  n  King,  the  friend  and  ally  of  the  United  States, 
ftbo^[ti  with  tlic  kuowkiluc  >'id  convent  of  hi»  Majnly)  (hat  I  now  have  tlu 
hooor  to  write  to  yoor  Eicdlency.  It  i>.  «»  a  man  ol  nctiwbilily  and  n  lender 
lather,  who  feels  all  the  force  of  pacemsl  love,  that  1  take  th«  liberty  tn  nddrest 
U>  fourEscellency  my  cuncti  toUdtations  in  favor  of  a  mother  and  family  in 
lean.  Ilet  titutiion  nccan  the  more  worthy  of  notice  on  our  p^rt.  ai  it  tc  lo  the 
hotnaatty  of  a,  nation  at  war  with  hci  nvn,  thai  «he  ha«  rceourw,  for  what  g)i« 
OQ^ht  to  re«cire  from  The  impartial  ju^lic'c  of  her  onn  genemlii. 

"  1  hare  the  honnr  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  a  letter,  which 
Lady  Ais*"  ^**^  i**"^'  written  me.  I  am  not  known  to  her,  nor  wai  I  ac<|iuint«d 
tttat  her  mn  was  the  unhappy  Tlciim,  destined  by  lo^t  lo  ext>iace  the  odiou 
ertnft  tboi  a  f«rmil  denial  of  juctife  obli^s  you  to  avenge.  Vour  Excellency 
«^  iwt  read  ihi)  letter  without  beiag  csircm«ly  aUccied :  it  had  \\xt.\  cflccl 
npon  the  King  and  Queen,  to  whom  I  communicilrd  it.  The^Oodnetx  of  their 
Mkit«tiM'  bearta  indnees  them  to  denre,  that  the  inr{uictiide4  of  an  anforlunate 
ivmImt  nay  be  calmed,  and  her  lendemeu  rcoHurcd.  I  fell.  Sir,  thai  there 
an  cases  where  htimanlly  itself  exacts  the  m-ou  extreme  rigor :  perhaps  the  one 
now  in  i^ncttion  may  be  of  the  number ;  but,  allowing  rcpritols  to  be  jutt,  it  i* 
not  IcM  borrid  to  ihoac  «ho  arc  the  victimi :  anil  the  chntacin  of  your  Excel* 
leney  ta  too  well  known,  tor  me  not  to  lie  pemiiaded  thai  you  desire  nothivf 
more  liwn  to  be  able  lo  avoid  the  di»aKrecablc  iicccaaity. 

■■  There  isone  cooridcritton,  Sir,  which,  ihouch  il  i»  not  dcci«ire,  may  hare 
an  influence  on  your  resolution.  Captain  Aagill  isdoubtleisyourpriMner,  but 
he  vt  among  thoM  whom  the  arm*  of  the  King  contributed  to  put  into  your 
haiula  ai  Yorkiowa.  Although  ihia  circiimilaiKe  does  not  operaie  at  a  aafe> 
guard,  il  how«T«r  jutlifica  the  intemt  I  permit  cnyMlf  to  take  in  Iliii  ailair.  If 
It  b  in  your  power,  Sir,  lo  consider  and  have  iveard  to  it,  you  will  do  what  b 
■graeablc  lo  their  Majesties  \  the  dxnger  of  young  .'U^ll,  the  tear*^,  the  detpair 
of  ln>  mother,  ailcct  ibem  9ciu>ibly :  and  they  will  bcc  wiib  plcaturc  Ibc  ht>pcof 
OoatotaiioB  dune  out  for  Ihote  unfonnnntc  people. 

"  In  Mckiag  to  deliver  Mr.  A»^tl  from  the  fate  which  threatens  him,  I  am 
far  from  ensi^oc  )'oa  to  secure  another  victim  ;  the  pardon,  to  be  perfectly 
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you  have  so  long  been.  Supposing  you  would  wish 
to  go  into  New  York  as  soon  as  possible,  I  also  en- 
close a  passport  for  that  purpose. 

Your  letter  of  the  1 8th  of  October  came  regularly 
to  my  hands.  I  beg  you  to  believe,  that  my  not  an- 
swering it  sooner,  did  not  proceed  from  inattention 
to  you,  or  a  want  of  feeling  for  your  situation.  I 
daily  expected  a  determination  of  your  case,  and  I 
thought  it  better  to  await  that,  than  to  feed  you  with 
hopes,  that  might,  in  the  end,  prove  fruitless.     You 

ntit factory,  miHt  be  erttire.  I  <!«  not  imagine  it  cnn  be  productive  of  anjr  bad 
consequences.  If  the  KngllJi  general  hat  not  been  able  la  punish  <he  horrible 
enmt  you  Cflmpl«iii  of,  in  M>cienipluy  a  manner  ok  h«  ihoiiild,  there  urcasi<n  to 
lliink  be  will  ukc  tlic  mo«t  cffiacioui  mcuuKS  to  prvvcnt  the  Ultc  in  future. 

"1  Kincerely  widi.  Sir,  ihat  tny  intncemon  majmeel  cucccm  :  the  senltment 
which  diciAicB  it,  and  whlcli  you  have  not  ceauid  to  manifcff  on  every  oceasion, 
Msurcc  me.  that  you  will  not  be  indiSerent  to  the  prayer*  and  lo  the  tcax»  of  \ 
family,  wliich  has  rvcouKC  to  your  clecneitcy  throtigh  roe.  It  is  renderJiLg  hom. 
age  (9  your  virtue  tg  implore  it." — VctMillck,  39  July,  17&). 

Wadiintlou  >cnt  the  letter  to  CunKccii  by  tpeclfti  tncaKngcr,  without  aDjr 
obtervaiioiiK,  and  in  thai  body  the  qae«tion  was  referred  on  the  B^lh  lo  Rnt- 
l«il|;c,  0*£ood,  Monli[oniery,  BuutU-Dot,  and  Duane,  On  Soptembex  Tib  wai 
reported  a  rctoluticiii  directing  the  releuc  of  Asgill.  To  the  French  miaitter 
WiuhingloD  wrote  on  November  t^lh  : 

"Thu  mooicni  I  received  the  ic»oluti»ii  of  Congccu  in  favor  of  Captain 
Aigiil.  I  tranMnilled  it  (d  him  and  at  the  uune  time  »eni  him  my  I'aMpon  to 
^  into  New  Vork.  It  will  depend  on  him  to  go  to  Europe,  if  he  pleaMC — hit 
Parole  nut  being  limited. " 

"  Vour  Excellency  will  have  been  informed,  befcn  thit  readie*  yott,  of  Ihc 
libemlion  of  Captain  A»gill.  I  am,  notwithstanding,  directed  to  recall  yo«t 
attention  to  thai  pn/t  of  your  Idler  of  ll-ic  jd  of  August  tatt,  itt  which  you  say, 
'  I  have  given  order*  to  the  judge-adTOcale  to  malec  (nrther  inquiitiion,  and 
to  collect  cvideoce  for  ihc  jirosecution  of  luch  other  penon^  as  m^y  appear  lo 
have  been  criminal  in  lhi>  Itanisciioii.'  In  full  conlideuce.  tlixl  inea^iuei  have 
been  taken  to  cnrrj'  yniir  Excel IcnL-y'ii  inicntiona  into  exceution,  I  have  lo  rc- 
qaexl  ihe  fainr  of  you  lo  inform  me  what  probabilily  there  u,  that  tbc  pcnooa 
who  have  bc«n  really  guilty  of  ihc  action,  which  has  been  the  lobject  of  fonaa 
df«cu«ion,  will  be  brought  to  a  proper  account." — Waikinston  I*  Sir.Gi^ 
Carttteii.  20  November,  1 781.  Sir  Guy  deprecated  a  reopening  of  the  <tiie*ti(nii 
and  it  reited  there. 
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will  attribute  my  detention  of  the  enclosed  letters, 
which  have  been  in  my  hands  about  a  fortnight,  to 
the  same  cause. 

I  cannot  take  leave  of  you.  Sir,  without  assuring 
you.  that,  in  whatever  light  my  agency  in  this  unplcas- 
ing  aflTair  may  be  viewed,  I  was  never  influenced, 
through  the  whole  of  it,  by  sanguinary  motives,  but 
by  what  I  conceived  a  sense  of  my  duty,  which  loudly 
called  upon  mc  to  take  measures,  however  disagreea- 
ble, to  prevent  a  repetition  of  those  enormities,  which 
have  been  the  subject  of  discussion.  And  that  this 
important  end  is  likely  to  be  answered,  without  the 
efTusion  of  the  blood  of  an  innocent  person,  Is  not  a 
greater  relief  to  you,  than  it  is  to.  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  humble  servant. 

■  Dear  Lund, 

■  My  last  letter  would  have  informed  you  that  I  was 
disappointed  in  my  application  at  Philadelphia  for 
money,  and  that  1  had  given  up  all  thoughts  of  pur- 
chasing Dows'  land.  Since  then,  I  have  met  with  an 
offer  of  ^2000  York  currency,  for  which,  if  I  take  it, 
I  shall  have  to  pay  at  the  rate  of  7  pr.  ct.  per  annum 
interest. 

Under  this  disadvantage  and  the  difficulty  I  may 
experience  In  procuring  money  for  repayment  of  the 
loan,  I  would  have  you  before  any  conclusion  is  come 
to  with  Dow  and  corny.,  wait  upon  Mrs.  French  and 
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Mr.  Dulany  for  the  last  time,  and  know  decidedly  of 
them,  whether,  if  a  bargain  is  struck  with  Dow,  they 
will  make  an  even  exchange — tract  for  tract  You  may 
inform  them  as  an  apology  for  this  application,  that 
my  reasons  for  requiring  a  definitive  answer  to  this 
question  are,  that  no  man  is  better  acquainted  with 
their  land  than  I  am,  so  consequently,  no  person  can 
be  more  fully  convinced  that  ;^20ck>  is  the  full  value 
of  it ; — more  indeed,  than  I  ever  expected  it  would 
cost  me,  in  case  I  should  become  the  purchaser. 
That  as  this  sum  is  the  price  fixed  upon  Dow's  land, 
and  two  or  three  purchasers  are  ready  to  strike,  and 
the  sale  of  it  is  only  suspended  on  my  account,  from 
a  disposition  in  Mr.  Adam  to  give  me  the  preference, 
I  cannot  avoid  deciding  thereon  Immediately.  That 
as  Mrs.  French  is  unwilling  to  part  with  her  land 
without  having  the  value  of  the  two  tracts  ascertained ; 
it  is  an  evidence  in  my  mind,  that  she  has  reason  to 
believe  hers  will  be  highest  valued,  and  lastly.  If 
this  should  be  the  case,  and  I,  in  addition  to  the 
;^20oo  should  have  a  further  sum  to  pay,  it  would  ad- 
vance the  price  of  her  land  in  the  neck  so  much 
beyond  its  real  value,  that  I  think  it  most  prudent  to 
forego  the  purchase  of  Dow's  land  as  the  means  of 
effecting  the  exchange  for  hers,  rather  than  run  the 
hazard  of  paying  too  severely  for  the  gratification  of 
a  mere  fancy  (for  it  is  no  more)  of  putting  the  whole 
neck  under  one  fence ;  as  it  is  well  known  that  I  stand 
in  no  need  of  land,  or  meadow  for  all  my  purposes. 

In  my  letter  of  the  15th  of  March  last  to  Mr.  Du- 
lany, I  observed  :  "  If  there  are  lands  for  which  Mrs. 
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French  and  you  are  disposed  to  barter  your  tract  on 
DogUG  Run,  and  these  lands  can  be  had  upon  reasmia 
bU  tcrrns.  it  will  in  the  end  be  the  same  thing  to  me, 
as  a  direct  purchase."  Whether  the  price  fixed  upon 
Dow's  land  is  reasonable  or  not,  I,  never  having  seen 
or  heard  of  it.  shall  not  take  upon  me  to  determine  : 
but  as  it  is  much  higher  than  I  conceived  any  tract  of 
its  size,  adjoining  the  land  on  which  Mrs.  French 
lives,  could  posisibly  be  rated.  I  have  no  doubt  of  its 
being  optional  in  me  to  purchase  it  or  not,  as  my 
abilities  and  inclination  shall  decide.  If  Dow's  land 
contains  half  the  improved,  and  improvable  meadow 
which  he  says  it  does,  and  the  difTerence  could  be  de- 
termined by  northern  men,  or  men  experienced  in  the 
wortbof  grassland,  I  should  be  sure  of  having  it  valued 
to  considerably  more  than  Mrs.  French's ;  and  this  you 
will  readily  believe  when  I  tell  you  that  improved 
meadow  in  this  part  of  the  country,  many  miles  from 
any  large  town,  sells  from  thirty  to  sixty  pounds 
an  acre.  But  my  countrymen  are  too  much  used  to 
corn  blades  and  com  shucks  ;  and  have  too  little 
knowledge  of  the  profit  of  grass  lands,  to  estimate 
Dow's  meadow  (if  it  is  really  good)  at  one  quarter  of 
its  value  :  and  as  the  rest  of  the  tract  may  be  but  ordi- 
nary, or  at  best  middling  forest  land,  I  should  not  be 
candid,  if  I  did  not  declare  my  apprehension  that  this 
tract  would  be  undervalued,  not  designedly,  but  for 
want  of  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  advantages 
which  are  to  be  derived  from  meadows.  I  therefore 
think  it  more  consistent  with  common  prudence, 
if  there  cannot  be  an  even  interchange,  to  relinquish 
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all  hope  of  getting  Mrs.  French's  land,  than  to  run 
the  hazard  of  paying  infinitely  more  than  the  worth  ; 
especially,  as  I  observed  before,  when  I  should  only 
please  my  fancy,  and  that  ac  the  expence  of  my 
judgment,  by  getting  in  return  lands  which  are  very 
much  worn,  without  meadow,  or  ground  capable  of 
making  it ;  little  timber  or  fire  wood,  and  both  very 
inconvenient ;  decayed  fences,  and  some  inclosures 
already  dependent  upon  me  for  their  securtt)';  and 
this  too,  when  I  am  conscious  that  Dow's  meadow 
alone,  if  it  is  as  large  and  as  good  as  he  represents  it, 
would  yield  more  nelt  profit  annually,  than  the  labor 
of  a  dozen  negroes  on  Mrs.  French's  farm  would  do, 
well -man  aged. 

I  have  been  thus  particular  that  you  may  know  my 
ultimate  determination,  and  the  reasons  upon  which 
it  is  founded.  You  have  nothing  more  to  do  there- 
fore, than  to  ask  Mrs.  French  and  Mr.  Oulany  simply 
whether  they  will  take  Dow's  land  for  theirs,  tract  for 
tract.  If  they  agree  to  it.  then  strike  the  bargain 
with  Dow  &  Co.,  get  writings  suitable  to  the  purpose 
of  all  parties  executed,  and  draw  upon  mc  for  the 
money.  On  the  other  hand,  if  they  do  not  agree 
to  it,  acquaint  Dow  &  Co.  therewith,  and  thank  them 
for  the  preference  given  me;  and  inform  me  as  soon 
as  possible  of  the  final  conclusion  of  the  business,  that 
the  gentleman '  who  has  offered  me  the  money,  may 
not  be  held  in  suspence.  I  f  I  could  get  the  money  upon 
better  terms  than  is  offered,  or  if  I  knew  how,  or  when 
I  could  replace  it,  1  should  have  no  objection  to  spec- 
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ulate  in  Dow's  land,  if  it  has  the  quantity  of  meadow 
described,  for  I  am  sure,  so  near  Alexandria,  as  it  lies, 
it  will  become  immensely  valuable.  Remember  me 
kindly  to  your  wife  &  all  friends.     I  am,  &c.* 

B    Dear  Lund, 

B  The  letter  which  will  be  enclosed  with  this,  will  in- 
form you  that  since  my  letter  by  the  last  post  I  have  had 
the  offer  of  j^ 2000  York  currency,  and  the  terms  of 
it     But  before  you  strike  any  bargain  with  Dow  and 

I  Co,  for  their  land,  1  would  have  you  view  it  critically, 
and  form  your  own  judgment  of  the  quality  of  it.  To 
do  this  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  you  must  esti- 
mate the  quantity  of  improved  and  unimprovable 
meadow;  the  nature  of  it;  the  quantity  of  Hay  the 
first  will  yield  ;  and  the  expence  which  will  attend  the 
cutting  and  making  of  it :  how  much  of  the  latter  can 

I  be  added,  and  the  cost  of  doing  it ;  these  things,  with 
a  proper  valuation  of  the  other  parts  of  the  tract,  will 
show  you  whether  I  shall  be  safe  in  giving  the 
price  asked.     Or  if  Dow  will  pay  suchas  he  once  said 

I  he  wou'd  give  towhomsoevershould  bethe  purchaser, 
there  need  be  no  hesitation  in  that  case  neither;  be- 
cause the  rent  will  amount  to  more  than  the  interest 
of  the  money.  If  the  price  of  this  land  will  not  stand 
B  the  test  of  the  first  mode  of  valuation  ;  and  the 
second,  as  I  suspect,  was  nothing  more  than  a  mere 
puff,  and  it  shall  appear  that  there  is  some  collusion 


■  S«c  IVstlHmgt*m  l»  ftoirrl  M*rru,  %  Jonuaty,  1783.  p.  136,  put. 


or  finesse  in  Dow  &  Co.  to  extort  a  high  price  from 
me,  I  know  of  but  one  other  method  by  which  you 
can  proceed  with  propriety  and  safety;  and  that  is, 
to  pursue  the  mode  which  I  have  pointed  out  in  the 
letter  herewith  enclosed,  and  which  I  have  made  a 
separate  one,  that  you  may  as  from  yourself,  candidly 
let  them  see,  consider,  and  determine  on  it. 

If  all  these  expedients  fail,  (as  of  your  own  motion) 
you  might  suggest  the  following  proposition,  provided 
Dow  &  Co.  will  allow  time  for  the  operation  of  it, 
vizt :  Let  the  four  persons  named  by  Mrs.  French  to 
ascertain  the  value  of  the  two  tracts  agree  upon  the 
choice  of  a  iifth  (an  odd  number  is  essential,  in  case 
of  a  diversity  of  opinion,  to  give  a  deciding  voice.  It 
is  also  necessary  for  another  reason  which  I  shall  not 
name,  but  which  is  too  obvious  not  to  strike  you). 
Let  these  five  ascertain,  after  a  thorough  review  of 
both  tracts,  and  due  consideration  given  to  the  local 
situation  of  each,  the  advantages  and  disadvantages 
attending  both,  the  quantity  of  the  land,  &c.,  &c.,  the 
value  of  each  tract — as  a  tract  Let  both  parties  be 
at  liberty  to  agree  or  disagree  to  this  valuation  ;  but 
let  Mrs.  French  and  Mr.  Dulany  declare  explicitly  if 
they  are  satisfied  with  the  valuation  and  difference 
which  shall  be  adjudged  by  these  five  persons,  that  it 
shall  be  a  bargain  on  their  part,  if  I  agree  to  it,  and 
you  to  give  me  immediate  notice  of  it,  that  I  may 
also  say  yea,  or  nay. 

You  will  have  it  in  your  power  to  inform  Mr.  Du- 
lany, and  may  do  it  very  truly,  that  1  look  upon  ^2000 
to  be  a  great  price  for  his  land  ;  that  my  wishes  to 
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obtain  it  do  not  proceed  from,  its  intrinsic  value,  but 
from  the  motives  I  have  candidly  assigned  in  my  other 
letter.  That  to  indulge  this  fancy,  (for  in  truth 
there  is  more  fancy  than  judgment  in  it)  1  have  sub- 
mitted, or  am  willing  to  submit,  to  the  disadvantage 
of  borrowing  as  large  a  sum  as  I  think  this  Land  is 
worth,  in  order  to  come  at  it ;  but  that,  rather  than 
go  beyond  this,  as  he  and  Mrs.  P'rench  for  some 
reasons  unknown  to  me  certainly  expect  their  land 
will  be  valued  higher  than  Dow's ; — I  choose  to  forego 
the  purchase  of  the  latter,  and  relinquish  thereby  all 
prospect  of  obtaining  his  land  through  that  means. 

As  the  gentleman  of  whom  I  am  to  borrow  the 
money  will  be  held  in  suspense  until  I  get  a  defmi* 
tive  answer  from  you,  you  will  readily  see  the  pro- 
priety of  bringing  the  matter  to  issue  some  way  or 
another,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  giving  me  notice. 
I  am,  &c.* 


TO  0017NT   DE   VERGENHES. 

llEAD-Ql'ART-BRS,  NKWBOIO, 

gl|{  31  November,  1789. 

After  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellen- 
cy's letter  of  the  29th  of  July,  I  lost  not  a  moment 
in  transmitting  it  to  Congress,  who  had  then  under 
deliberation  the  proceedings  of  the  British  court- 
martial  upon  Captain  Lippincott  for  the  murder  of 
Captain  Huddy,  and  the  other  documents  relating  to 
that  inhuman  transaction.     What  would  otherwise 

'On  DccerabM  33d  Wanhington  notified  Govemar  Clinton  that  ihe  bargain 
wu  coaifdciet].  and  kc  should  draw  upon  him  for  j^iSSo  Virginii  currency — 
ihU  fi,  HZ  fthjllinp  to  the  dolloi. 
8 
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have  been  the  determination  of  that  honorable  body, 
I  will  not  undertake  to  say:  but  I  think  I  may  ven- 
ture to  assure  your  Excellency,  that  your  j^enerous 
interposition  had  no  small  degree  of  weight  in  pro- 
curing that  decision  in  favor  of  Captain  Asgill,  which 
he  had  no  right  to  expect  from  the  very  unsatisfac- 
tory measures,  which  had  been  taken  by  the  British 
commander-in-chief  to  atone  for  a  crime  of  the  black- 
est dye,  not  to  be  justified  by  the  practices  of  war. 
and  unknown  at  this  day  amongst  civilized  nations. 
1  however  flatter  myself,  that  our  enemies  have  been 
brought  to  view  this  transaction  in  its  true  light,  and 
that  we  shall  not  experience  a  repetition  of  the  like 
enormity. 

Captain  Asgill  has  been  released,  and  is  at  perfect 
liberty  to  return  to  the  arms  of  an  affectionate  parent, 
whose  pathetic  address  to  your  Excellency  could  not 
fail  of  interesting  every  feeling  heart  in  her  behalf. 
I  have  no  right  to  assume  any  particular  merit  from 
the  lenient  manner  in  which  this  disagreeable  affair 
has  terminated.  But  I  beg  you  to  believe,  Sir,  that 
I  most  sincerely  rejoice,  not  only  because  your 
humane  intentions  are  gratified,  but  because  the 
event  accords  with  the  wishes  of  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  and  his  royal  and  amiable  consort,  who,  by 
their  benevolence  and  munificence,  have  endeared 
themselves  to  every  true  American.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c.' 

I  The  arniy  remored  from  tbe  encaBipmenl  at  Verplanck't  Point,  croned  tbo 
Hudion  It  Wctt  Point,  and.  on  the  aSth  of  N&vcmber,  amvcd  at  N«w  Wind- 
Bor,  where  llicr  were  canlonDi]  in  butt  duiing  ttie  irtntct.  The  ticsd-qutrtnn 
of  the  ComintuideT-in-chiel  were  iti  the  meanLime  re-e«tablJKhed  at  Newbiu{. 
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TO    MAJOR    BENJAMIN    TALLMADCE. 

Mkad  Quarters,  to  December,  i?83^ 

Dbar  Sir, 

I  received  your  favor  of  the  8th  last  Evening  by 
Express  the  you  have  not  met  with  that  success  you 
deserved  and  probably  would  have  obtained  had  the 
Enterprise  proceeded,  yet  I  cannot  but  think  your 
whole  conduct  in  the  affair  was  such  as  ought  to  entitle 
you  still  more  to  my  confidence  and  esteem — for  how- 
ever it  may  be  the  practice  of  the  World,  and  those 
who  sec  objects  but  partially,  or  thro*  a  false  medium 
to  consider  that  only  as  meritorious  which  is  attended 
with  success,  I  have  accustomed  myself  to  judge  of 
human  Actions  very  differently  and  to  appreciate 
them  by  the  manner  in  which  ihey  are  conducted, 
more  than  by  the  Event ;  which  it  is  not  in  the  power 
of  human  foresight  and  prudence  to  command — In 
this  point  of  view  I  see  nothing  irreparable  &  Jittle 
occasion  of  serious  regret,  except  the  wound  of  the 
gallant  Captain  Brewster,  from  which  I  sincerely 
hope  he  may  recover — Another  time  you  will  have 
less  opposition  from  the  Winds  and  Weather,  and 
success  will  amply  compensate  you  for  this  little 
disappointment 

I  have  almost  determined  to  post  you  with  the 
Infantry  of  the  Legion  contiguous  to  the  Sound,  in 
which  case  I  shall  expect  you  to  persevere  in  your 
endeavors  to  keep  me  perfectly  advised  of  the  State 
of  the  Enemy, — and  perhaps  some  favorable  moment 
may  yet  occur. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir,  &c. 


ii6 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[178^ 


TO   COUNT    DE    ROCHAMBEAU. 

Nkvtbvkc.  14  Dec«fl)l>«r,  ijSa. 

1  cannot,  my  dear  GcnI.,  permit  yon  to  depart  from 
this  Country,  without  repeatingto  you  the  high  sense 
I  entertain  of  the  Services  you  have  rendered  to 
America,  by  the  constant  attention,  which  you  have 
paid  to  the  Interest  of  it,  by  the  exact  order  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  corps  under  your  command,  and  by 
your  readiness,  at  all  times,  to  give  facility  to  every 
measure  which  the  force  of  the  combined  armies  was 
competent  to. 

To  this  testimony  of  your  public  character,  I  should 
be  wanting  to  the  feelings  of  my  heart,  was  I  not  to 
add  expressions  of  the  happiness  I  have  enjoyed  in 
your  private  friendship,  the  remembrance  of  which 
will  be  one  of  the  most  pleasing  circumstances  of  my 
life.  My  best  wishes  will  accompany  you  to  France, 
■where  I  sincerely  hope,  and  have  no  doubt,  of  your 
meeting  with  the  smiles  and  rewards  of  a  generous 
prince,  and  the  warmest  embraces  of  affectionate 
friends.  Adieu.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great 
personal  attachment,  respect,  and  regard,  your  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant* 

'  Similar  Iclten  were  written  to  othcre  of  the  French  commanden.  Mr. 
Sparlct  prints  one  Co  Ihe  Baron  de  Viomcnil,  on  whom  devolved  the  commaiKl 
of  the  Fiench  troopi  after  Kochuabcaa  had  left  them,  sad  to  the  CbernlicT 
deChutdluxlvol.  vUi,.  36s.  3W). 

Th«  flcel  uileil  from  BoKtnn  on  the  a^lh  of  December,  with  all  the  troopt 
OD  booird,  except  Lausun'ii  lesiua. 

After  CO'unt  de  Rochambenu  left  the  camp  for  Philadelphia,  CcDenl 
Wuhinglon  wrote  to  him  as  foUoirs : 

"  It  U  with  inliniic  Ntii«faGtion,  thai  I  embrace  Ihe  earliest  opportaoJiy  of 
■ending  to  PhiUdelphiatbecBBnon,  which  Congrew wen  pleased  (o  pmsent  10 
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TO  JOSEPH   JONES,    IN   CONGRESS. 

Newduec,  14  December.  17&Z, 

Dear  Sir, 

In  the  course  of  a  few  days,  Congress  will,  I  expect, 
receive  an  address  from  the  army  on  the  subject  of 
their  grievances.  This  address,  though  couched  in 
very  respectful  terms,  is  one  of  those  things,  which, 
though  unpleasing,  is  just  now  unavoidable.  For  I 
was  very  apprehensive  once,  that  matters  would  take 
a  more  unfavorable  turn,  from  the  variety  of  discon- 
tents which  prevail. 

The  temper  of  the  army  is  much  soured,  and  has 
become  more  irritable  than  at  any  period  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war.  This  consideration  alone 
prevented  mc  (for  every  thing  else  seemed  to  be  in  a 
state  of  inactivity  and  almost  tranquillity)  from 
requesting  leave  to  spend  this  winter  in  Virginia, 
that  I  might  give  some  attention  to  my  long-neglected 

yont  Excellency,  in  lestimnny  «(  thfir  sense  of  the  illiittnoni  part  yon  bore  id 
the  capture  of  the  Dritith  army  nnder  I,oid  Comwalli's  at  York  in  Virginia. 
The  caniogci  vrill  foltow  by  anoilter  (mnveyance.  But,  as  llicj'  wera  not  (juiie 
ready,  1  could  not  r«*i»lth«pleatiir«,  on  thai  necouiit,  cfforwoiditigthcie  pi««« 
to  yoa  picvtou  lo  your  itcparturc,  in  liopci  tlic  inscriiitioD  anit  devices,  as  well 
■•  the  exccuticm.  nujrbe  nj^ccableio  your  wtshei." — DeccmberaQth. 

This  letter  wai>  aiiswcrad  by  Count  <lc  Koc'tainbcau  Iroin  Annapolis,  in 
Maryland,  ianl  as  he  vm  on  the  point  of  sailing  from  Ihai  port  to  Fnncc. 
"  Tboagb  1  was  gone  from  Philadelphia, "  ciid  he,  "  before  the  canDon  arrived 
there,  civc  *><  learcto  obwrve,  thai  your  usual  atlcntloi)  and  poUlcneis  have 
been  shown  to  the  last  moraeni,  of  which  (liis  \%  a  fmb  pruof.  I  write  la  Uie 
ChcvalicT  dc  la  Luiemc  to  keep  them  till  peace,  when  they  may  be  earned  over 
wilhoat  danger  of  being  taken.  We  are  just  getting  under  sail.  In  thb 
nement  I  renew  to  your  Esoellency  ray  sLdcctb  acknowledgments  for  ynur 
Iricndahip,  and  am  with  tlic  moit  inviolable  pctrronol  uttaclinieiit  and  respect 
jrooT obedient  servant." — ti  Jiouary,  1783, 

Tl>«  Mar^ais  de  ChulelluK  and  General  dc  Choiij  sailed  in  the  same  vessel 
with  ibe  Count  dc  Rocbani1>cau. 
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private  concerns.  The  dissatisfactions  of  the  army 
had  arisen  to  a  great  and  alarming  height,  and  com- 
binations among'  the  officers  to  resign  at  given  periods 
in  a  body  were  beginning  to  take  place,  when,  by 
some  address  and  management,  their  resolutions  have 
been  converted  into  the  form  in  which  they  will  now 
appear  before  Congress.  What  that  honorable  body 
can  or  will  do  in  the  matter,  docs  not  belong  to  rac  to 
determine  ;  but  policy,  in  my  opinion,  should  dictate 
soothing  measures;  as  it  is  an  uncontrovertible  fact, 
that  no  part  of  the  community  has  undergone  equal 
hardships,  and  borne  them  with  the  same  patience 
and  fortitude,  as  the  army  has  done. 

Hitherto  the  officers  have  stood  between  the  lower 
order  of  the  soldiery  and  the  public ;  and  in  more  in- 
stances than  one,  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  have 
quelled  very  dangerous  mutinies.  But  if  their  discon- 
tents should  be  sufTercd  to  rise  equally  high,  I  know 
not  what  the  consequences  may  be.  The  spirit  of 
enthusiasm,  which  overcame  every  thing  at  first,  is 
now  done  away.  It  is  idle,  therefore,  to  expect  more 
from  military  men,  than  from  those  discharging  the 
civil  departments  of  government.  If  both  were  to 
fare  alike  with  respect  to  the  emoluments  of  office, 
I  would  answer  for  it,  that  the  military  character 
siiould  not  be  the  first  to  complain.  But  it  is  an  in- 
vidious distinction,  and  one  that  will  not  stand  the 
test  of  reason  or  policy,  that  one  set  should  receive 
all,  and  the  other  no  part  (or  that  which  is  next  to  it), 
of  their  pay.  In  a  word,  the  experiment  is  danger- 
ous ;  and,  if  it  succeeded,  would  only  prove,  that  the 
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one  class  are  actuated  by  more  zeal  than  the  other,  not 
that  they  have  less  occasion  for  their  money.  I  am, 
with  sincere  esteem,  &c.' 


TO   BARTHOLOMEW    DANDRlDOE. 

Nkwbuxg,  j8  Deccmbsr.  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  5th  of  last  month  came  safe  to 
my  hands — at  this  place  ;  in  the  vicinity  of  which  ihe 
Array  is  cantoned. 

I  am  fully  persuaded  from  all  accounts,  that  in 
Posey  you  have  to  deal  with  a  most  consumate  vil- 
lain ;  and  from  your  own,  that  you  have  pursued  the 
most  prudent  method  of  managing  him,  and  for  ob- 
taining that  justice  which  is  due  to  Mr.  Custis's  Es- 
tate. I  am  clear  in  Sentiment  with  you,  that  he 
should  be  removed  from  his  present  Stewardship  as 
soon  as  it  can  be  done  with  any  degree  of  propriety; 
for,  be  assured.  Sir,  that  a  man  so  devoid  of  principle 
as  he  is,  to  be  guilty,  not  only  of  the  barefaced  frauds 
with  which  he  is  accused,  but  the  abominable  Sin  of 
ingratitude,  will  neglect  no  opportunity  of  convert- 
ing to  his  own  use,  when  he  can  do  it  with  impunity. 
I  every  species  of  property  that  is  committed  to  his 
care,  and  will  do  it  the  more  readily  after  his  reputa- 
tion will  have  suffered,  than  before— The  most  har- 
dened villain,  altho'  he  Sins  without  remorse,  wishes 
to  cloak  his  iniquity — if  possible  under  specious  and 

'  The  reply  of  Job«,  printed  in  Lflim  n/  Joitfk  J^nts,  97,  is  VC17  impoi- 
bnt,  as  it  wai  ih«  letter  that  was  i«ad  kl  the  mceltog  of  llic  o(6c«n  called  by 


[^muiiTa/ed^  but  when  character  is  no  more,  he  bids 
defiance  to  the  opinions  of  Mankind,  and  is  under  no 
other  restraint  than  that  of  the  Law.  and  the  punish- 
ments it  inflicts.  Posey,  I  am  persuaded,  will  be  no 
exception  to  this  rule — and  that  the  sooner  the  Es- 
tate can  be  taken  out  of  his  hands  the  less  it  will 
suffer — as  it  cannot  be  in  worse.— 

With  respect  to  the  valuation  of  the  Stock,  if  upon 
an  investigation  of  the  matter,  and  comparing  it  with 
the  Scale  of  depreciation  as  settled  by  Congress,  it 
shall  be  found,  when  reduced  to  specie  value,  that 
the  sum  amounts  to  more  than  the  number  and  kind 
of  cattle  had  of  me  are  worth,  let  a  just  value  be 
placed  on  them,  and  it  will  meet  my  entire  approba- 
tion. Mr.  Custis,  as  I  wrote  him,  was  alarmed  at  the 
nominal  without  attending  to  the  r^a/  price  of  the 
stock — for  if  20  paper  Dollars  in  those  days,  was 
valued  at,  and  would  purchase  no  more  than  one 
Silver  D[ollar]  valuing  any  article  at  ^6  Cur- 
rency, was  neither  more  nor  less  than  fixing  it  at  a 
Dollar  specie — If  therefore  the  valuation  of  Colo. 
Bassett  when  estimated  by  this  rule,  and  fixed  upon 
this  principle,  is  not  too  high,  there  certainly  can  be  no 
cause  of  complaint ;  and  upon  this  footing  I  am  will- 
ing to  place  the  matter — A  Dollar  in  specie  may  be 
a  hundred  pounds  according  to  the  scale  of  deprecia- 
tion, but  if  no  man  will  give  more  than  Six  shillings 
for  it,  that  sum  is  most  certainly  the  intrinsic  worth 
of  it  It  never  was,  nor  is  it  now  my  intention  to  put 
the  Estate  of  Mr.  Custis  to  the  least  Inconvenience 
to  pay  the  Debt  it  owes  me.     On  the  contrary,  if  I 
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ever  get  it  at  all,  to  receive  it  at  such  a  time  and 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  occasion  the  least  possible 
distress  is  all  I  aim  at.  Therefore,  as  it  seemed  to 
be  your  opinion  and  it  was  clearly  mine,  that  the 
stud,  and  other  Horses  belonging  to  that  Estate 
(which  were  not  wanted  for  immediate  use)  had  bet- 
ter be  sold — and  as  I  really  wanted  one,  and  could 
have  made  it  very  convenient  to  have  taken  both  of 
his  covering  Horses,  I  directed  Mr.  Lund  Washing- 
ton to  get  them  in  discount  of  my  Debt ;  but  if  I  can 
obtain  nothing  without  advancing  the  money,  as  an 
indifferent  purchaser,  I  shall  certainly  decline  this 
mode  of  gratifying  my  wants,  as  I  have  no  more  idea  of 
advancing  money  (in  truth  I  have  it  not  to  advance) 
to  an  estate  that  owes  it  to  me,  than  I  have  of  de- 
manding it  from  one  that  cannot,  with  convenience 
pay  iL  If  therefore  you  cannot  let  me  have  one  of 
the  stud  horses  upon  the  above  terms,  I  must  not 
only  do  without  him.  but  any  other  as  I  have  not  the 
means  of  purchasing. 

The  French  Army  have  Embarked  at  Boston  for 
the  West  Indies ;  but  had  not  Sailed  when  I  heard 
last  from  that  Quarter — Lord  Howe  has  relieved  Gib- 
raltar— The  French  have  taken  and  destroyed  the 
British  Interest  in  Hudson's  Bay,  to  the  Amount  it 
is  said  of  10,000,000  of  Livrcs.  The  British  Fleet 
have  left  New  York  in  two  divisions,  and  a  detach- 
ment of  Troops  it  is  reported  are  going  from  that 
place  to  the  West  Indies  ;  but  when  they  will  embark 
is  uncertain.  A  number  of  Transports  are  collected 
there  but  t  believe  they  are  only  waiting  for  decisive 
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orders  from  their  Court ;  which  in  my  judgment 
-would  not  Issue  till  after  the  meeting  of  Parliament* 
when  the  Parties  for  and  against  the  American  War 
will  try  their  strength.  We  shall  then  know  whether 
wc  are  [mu^HaUd]  under  our  Vine  and  fig  Trees 
in  Peace,  or  prosecute  the  War. 

It  j^ves  me  much  pleasure  to  hear  that  your  good 
Mother,  yourself,  Mrs  Dandridge,  and  Family,  are 
well.  My  aflfectionate  regards  are  presented  to  them 
all.  in  which  your  Sister,  who  arrived  here  the  30th 
of  last  month,  joins.     I  am,  &c 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL   GREBNB. 

Hkav  Quailtzm,  Nkwbv&c, 
18  December,  I7&a. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

By  the  Southern  Mail  of  last  Week  1  received  your 
Letter  of  the  4th  of  Octr.  enclosing  the  Returns  of 
your  Army :  and  I  am  just  now  favored  with  that  of 
the  I  ith  of  Octr.  covering  the  Returns  for  the  month 
of  Octr.  :  as  I  find  by  the  latter,  you  had  reed,  mine  of 
the  23d  of  Septr.,  1  can  have  no  occasion  to  suggest 
anything  farther  at  this  time  respecting  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  Troops  after  the  Enemy  shall  have 
abandoned  the  Southern  States — the  latitude  already 
given,  will  in  a  sufficient  manner  I  believe,  enable  you 
to  act  for  the  pubh'c  good,  as  the  state  of  affairs  may 
then  seem  to  demand. 

There  has  been  during  the  Summer  much  specula- 
lation  &  many  conjectures  that  New  York  would  be 
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evacuated  before  Winter,  as  I  informed  you  in  my 
last  letter  which  was  dated  the  iSth  of  Octr.  but  at 
the  same  time  I  mentioned  "I  had  no  such  idea;" 
and  the  event  has  justified  my  opinion. — I  am  not 
without  expectations,  however,  that  a  detachment 
will  be  made  in  the  course  of  the  Winter  to  the  West 
Indies :  indeed  many  appearances  strongly  indicate 
this,  or  at  least,  that  some  orders  of  embarkation  are 
expected,  such  as  the  great  preparation  of  Transports 
there  being  now  about  1 20,  collected  from  various 
quarters,  lying  in  the  east  River  compleatly  fitted  for 
sea — and  Reports  still  continue  to  assert  that  several 
thousand  British  Troops  will  yet  be  detached. 

The  sailing  of  the  Fleet  from  New  York  in  two 
divisions,  I  suppose  must  have  been  well  known  in 
Carolina ;  as  in  all  probability  the  last  squadron 
served  to  convoy  a  part  of  the  Garrison  of  Charles 
Town  to  the  W.  Indies  agreeably  to  your  expectation — 
But  I  imagine  you  could  not  have  learned,  (it  having 
been  a  secret  to  this  time  which  it  was  not  prudent  to 
commit  to  paper)  that  the  Orders  of  the  Court  of 
Versailles  to  the  Count  de  Rochambcau,  (who  is 
himself  about  to  sail  for  France)  were  that  the  Corps 
under  his  orders  should  go  to  the  West  Indies,  in 
case  the  evacuation  of  New  York  or  Charles  Town 
should  take  place — In  expectation  that  the  latter 
would  happen,  the  French  Army  marched  into  the 
eastern  States,  towards  the  last  of  Octr.,  under  pre- 
text of  taking  Winter  Quarters  there,  but  in  fact, 
with  the  design  of  embarking  on  board  the  Fleet  of 
M.  the  Marquis  de  Vaudricul  at  Boston  ;  whenever 
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the  event  on  which  their  ultimate  movement  de- 
pended, became  sufificiently  ascertained.  From  the 
general  concurrence  of  intelligence  &  a  variety  of 
circumstances  the  Enemy's  intention  to  leave  Charles 
Town  has  approached  so  near  to  a  certainty,  that  all 
the  Army  of  His  Most  Christn.  Majesty  (excepting 
the  Legion  of  Lauzun  which  remains  behind)  have 
embarked,  and  are  to  sail  in  two  days  from  this  time 
— As  soon  as  this  Fleet  is  clear  of  the  Coast,  &  the 
destination  of  the  Troops  shall  be  positively  known 
at  N.  York,  (as  I  obser\'ed  before)  it  appears  not  im- 
probable a  considerable  Corps  of  British  will  be  sent 
to  Jamaica ;  for  the  safety  of  which  Island  the  appre- 
hensions of  the  Enemy  appear  to  be  very  much 
alarmed,  on  account  of  the  large  force  at  the  Ha- 
vanna  &  the  arrival  of  the  Marquis  de  Bouilli  with  a 
reinforcemt.  from  France — How  far  the  Combined 
Powers  will  in  reality  prosecute  a  serious  operation  in 
that  quarter,  since  the  failure  of  the  attempt  against 
Gibraltar  ;  (of  the  relief  of  which  by  the  Fleet  under 
Lord  Howe  you  will  I  dare  say  have  heard  before 
this  reaches  you)  or  how  far  the  last  mentioned  cir- 
cumstance will  tend  to  hasten  or  retard  a  general 
Pacification,  I  cannot  undertake  to  determine  with 
certainty.  Many  Politicians  imagine  that  the  fewer 
capital  advantages  either  of  the  Belligerent  Powers 
in  Europe  has  over  the  other,  the  smaller  will  be  the 
obstacles  that  will  present  themselves  in  the  course  of 
the  negociation  for  Peace — but  almost  everything 
respecting  this  business  in  my  opinion,  will  rather 
depend  on  the  strength  or  weakness  of  Shelburne's 
&  Fox's  Parties  in  the  British  Parliament. 
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To  wait  Events,  &  profit  by  the  occasions  which 
may  occur,  I  have  concentred  the  Army  to  a  point 
as  much  as  possible. — At  West  Point  and  the  Can- 
tonment 4  miles  from  this  place  is  our  whole  force, 
except  the  Rhode  Island  Regt.  at  the  Northws,  & 
one  or  two  Corps  on  the  Lines — this  Army  indeed  is 
not  numerous,  but  the  efficient  strength  is  greater  in 
proportion  to  the  total  numbers,  than  ever  it  has 
been  ;  the  Troops  are  tolerably  well  appointed,  and 
have  improved  very  much  in  their  discipline  during 
the  last  Campaign.  The  Enemy's  regular  Force  in 
New  York  I  compute  to  be  between  ten  &  eleven 
thousand. — Should  they  weaken  themselves  by  a 
detachment  of  4  or  5000  men  &  still  attempt 
to  hold  that  Garrison  another  Campaign,  it  would 
be  an  indelible  bloc  to  the  reputation  of  this 
Country,  not  to  furnish  sufficient  means  for  enabling 
us  to  expel  them  from  the  Continent. — And  yet  I 
am  free  to  confess,  I  have  accustomed  myself  not  to 
be  over  sanguine  in  any  of  my  calculations,  especially 
when  I  consider  the  want  of  energy  in  government, 
&  the  want  of  that  disposition  in  too  many  of  the 
People,  which  once  influenced  them  chearfully  to 
yield  a  part  to  defend  the  remainder  of  their 
property. 

Thus,  my  dear  Sir.  have  I  given  for  your  own 
private  satisfaction,  a  pretty  general  detail  of  the 
affairs  of  our  Allies,  ourselves,  &  our  Enemies  in  this 
part  of  the  Continent. — Hoping  &  expecting  the 
Southern  States  will  be  restored  to  perfect  tranquility 
before  this  is  delivered  to  you,  I  have  only  to  add 
that  Mrs.  Washington  joins  me  in  requesting  Mrs. 
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Greene  &  yourself  to  accept  our  best  wishes  &  Com- 
pliments— it  will  ever  give  me  pleasure  to  hear  from 
you  on  matters  of  business  or  friendship,  being  with 
sentiments  of  perfect  esteem  &  regard  &c 

I  am  &C. 


TO   ROBERT    MORRIS. 

Kbwruro,  8  Januur,  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  last  Post  brought  me  your  favor  of  the  26th 
ulto.,  covering  Doctor  Smith's  Draft  of  the  23d  for 
Fifty  Guineas.  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  paying  the 
money,  and  charging  it  to  the  account  mentioned ; 
alcho'  1  was  provided  for  the  demand  and  should 
have  paid  the  Bill  at  Sight 

I  have  lately  purchased  a  piece  of  Land  near 
Alexandria  at  the  price  of  ;^20oo  Virginia  Curry. 
with  a  view  to  exchange  it  for  a  small  Tract  in  the 
centre  of  the  one  in  which  my  Seat  is — a  tract  I  have 
been  twenty  years  endeavoring  to  obtain  with  little 
or  no  prospect  of  success  before.  To  enable  me  to 
pay  for  it,  I  have  borrowed  the  money  in  this  State 
(of  the  Governor),  and  expected  to  have  answered 
the  Bills  at  this  place  ;  till  by  yesterday's  Post  1  was 
informed  by  my  Agent  Mr.  Lund  Washington,  that 
the  money  was  to  be  paid  in  Philadelphia  ;  and  that 
Mr.  Robert  Adam  &  Co.  of  Alexandria  (who  have 
the  Bills  upon  me.)  were  to  set  out  in  a  few  days  to 
receive  the  money.  Under  these  circumstances,  per- 
mit me  to  ask,  if  you  can  make  it  convenient,  in  the 
course  of  business,  to  pay  the  sum  of  Eighteen  huo- 
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dred  and  Eighty  pounds  Virga.  Curry,  in  Specie  dol- 
lars at  Six  Shillingfs,  in  Philadelphia  and  receive  the 
like  sum  in  specie  (which  I  have  by  me)  here?  If 
you  can,  the  Inclosed  Letter  to  Mr.  Robt.  Adam 
may  be  delivered.  If  you  cannot,  be  so  good  as  to 
rcium  or  destroy  it.  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the 
specie  1  have  is  undipped,  consequently  if  I  could 
pay  it  here  by  weight  I  should  be  no  looser;  but, 
rather  than  disappoint  those  who  expect  to  receive 
the  money  in  Philadelphia  I  would  pay  it  to  your 
order  if  you  answer  the  Bills  upon  me  at  that  pmce 
— by  tale  &  abide  the  loss. 

The  distresses  to  which  I  know  you  have  bcei 
driven  from  the  numerous  calls  upon  you,  for  money 
without  adequate  funds  to  answer  them,  have  ever 
been  a  restraint  upon  my  applications  for  the  most 
necessary  purposes.  Perhaps  I  may  have  carried  it 
to  a  criminal  length  with  respect  to  secret  Services ; 
because,  rather  than  add  to  your  embarrassments  by 
my  demands,  I  have  submitted  to  grope  tn  the  dark 
without  those  certain  and  precise  informations  which 
every  man  at  the  head  of  an  army  ought,  and  the 
public  Interest  requires  he  should  have,  and  this 
maugre  the  aid  of  my  private  purse  and  other  funds 
which  were  not  applicable  to  this  essentially  necessary 
purpose.  Having  given  you  this  information  I  shall 
only  add  that,  if  it  is  in  your  power  to  afford  me 
assistance  it  will  come  very  opportunely.  If  it  is  not, 
— I  am  where  1  am, 

I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  (the  Secretary  at  War 
having  passed  this  place  before  the  plan  which  you 


and  he  had  determined  upon  for  the  Issues  for  the 
present  year  arrived)  to  inform  me  why  and  upon 
what  principle  the  regulation  respecting  tlie  Sixteenth 
Ration  for  the  women  of  the  Army  was  made  ? 

I  have  no  doubt  of  a  perfect  agreement  between 
the  Army  and  the  present  Contractors  ;  nor  of  the 
advantages  which  will  flow  from  the  consequent  har- 
mony. Sure  I  am,  the  Army  will  ask  no  more  of  the 
Contractors  than  their  indubitable  rights ;  and  I  am 
persuaded  there  is  too  much  liberality  and  good  sense 
in  the  latter  to  descend  to  the  low  dirty  tricks  which 
were  practiced  in  the  time  of  Comfort  Sands,  whose 
want  of  liberality — I  will  go  further,  and  say  lack  of 
common  honesty — defeated  his  favorite  scheme  of 
making  money,  which  appears  to  be  the  only  object 
he  had  in  view. 

It  is  unnecessary-  for  me  I  hope  to  add,  in  answer 
to  your  favor  of  the  igth  ulto.,  that  every  support  in 
my  power  towards  carrying  your  schemes  of  economy 
into  effect  shall  be  rendered  most  chearfully — as  will 
any  assistance  I  can  give  towards  promoting  your 
plan  of  revenue.  Altho'  I  am  sorry  to  observe  there 
does  not  appear  to  be  the  best  disposition  in  some 
States  to  second  your  views. 

Mrs,  Washington  joins  me  in  respectful  &  afTec- 
tionate  compliments  to  Mrs.  Morris  and  yourself,  and 
best  wishes  for  the  return  of  many  happy  New  Years. 
The  advanced  Season  and  prospect  of  bad  weather 
induced  her  to  take  the  most  direct  Road  to  this 
place;  otherwise  she  would  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  Mrs.  Morris  in  Philadelphia. 

With  great  truth,  &c 
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TO    TENCH    TILCUMAN, 

NswsURC,  to  Jamury,  178J. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  have  been  favored  with  your  letters  of  the  sad 
&  34th  of  last  month  from  Philadelphia  ;  and  thank 
you  for  the  trouble  you  have  had  with  my  small  com- 
mistiions. — I  have  sent  Mr.  Rittenhouse  the  glass  of 
such  spectacles  as  suit  my  eyes,  that  he  may  know 
how  to  grind  his  Christals. 

Neither  Duporiail  nor  Gouvion  are  arrived  at  this 
place. — To  the  latter,  I  am  refered  by  the  Marqs.  la 
Fayette  for  some  matters  which  he  did  not  chuse  to 
commit  to  writing.' — The  sentim'nt  however  which 
he  has  delivered  (with  respect  to  the  negociations  for 
Peace)  accord  precisely  with  the  ideas  I  have  enter- 
tained of  this  business  ever  since  the  secession  of  Mr. 
Fox,  viz — that  no  peace  would  be  concluded  before 
the  meeting  of  the  British  parliament. — And  that,  if 
it  did  not  take  place  within  a  month  afterwards,  we 
might  lay  our  acc't  for  one  more  Campaign^a/  least. 

The  obstinacy  of  the  King,  and  his  unwillingness 
to  acknowledge  the  Independence  of  the  Country,  I 
have  ever  considered  as  the  greatest  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  a  Peace.  Lord  Shelburne,  who  is  not  only 
at  the  head  of  the  Administration,  but  has  been 
introducing  others  of  similar  sentiments  to  his  own, 
has  declared,  that  nothing  but  dire  necessity  should 
ever  force  the  measure.  Of  this  necessity,  men  will 
entertain  difTercnt  opinions.  Mr.  Fox,  it  seems, 
thought  the  period  had  arrived  some  time  ago ;  and 

*  LafajKtle  had  wriilen,  Ja(i«  35,  17)13,  10  Living«lon,  giving  his  tentitnents 
«■  (be  amaUatiQak  for  |>eac«. — DiflaiHalU  Ofrntpi/ndfntt. 
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yet  the  Peace  is  not  made — nor  will  it,  1  conceive,  if 
the  influence  of  the  Crown  can  draw  forth  fresh  sup- 
plies from  the  Nation,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
the  War.  By  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  Lord 
Shclburne  would  have  been  able  to  ascertain  two 
things — first,  the  best  terms  on  which  G.  Britain 
could  obtain  Peace. — Secondly,  the  ground  on  which 
he  himself  stood. — If  he  found  it  slippcrj'.  and  that 
the  voice  of  the  people  was  for  pacific  measures  ;  he 
would  then,  have  informed  the  Parliament  that,  after 
many  months  spent  in  negociation.^such  were  the 
best  terms  he  could  obtain  ; — and  that  the  alterna- 
tive of  accepting  them, — or  preparing  vigorously  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  War,  was  submitted  to  their 
consideration  (being  an  extraordinary  case)  and  de- 
cision. A  little  time  therefore,  if  I  have  formed  a 
just  opinion  of  the  matter,  will  disclose  the  result  of 
it.  Consequently,  wc  shall  either  soon  have  Peace, 
or  not  the  most  agreeable  prospect  of  War,  before 
us — as  it  appears  evident  to  me,  that  the  States  ^n- 
eraiiy,  are  sunk  into  the  most  profound  lethargy, 
while  some  of  them  are  running  pu'U  retrograde. 

The  King  of  G.  B.  by  his  letters  Patent,  (which  1 
have  seen)  has  authorized  Mr.  Oswald  to  treat  with 
any  Commissioner  or  Com'rs  from  the  United 
States  of  America,  who  shall  appear  with  proper 
powers.  This,  certainly,  is  a  capital  point  gained. 
It  is  at  least  breaking  ground  on  their  part,  and  I 
dare  say  proved  a  bitter  pill  to  Royalty  ;  that,  it  was 
indispensably  necessary  to  answer  one  of  the  points 
above  mentioned,  as  the  American  Commissioners 
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would  enter  in  no  business  with  Mr.  Oswald  till  his 
Powers  were  made  to  suit  their  purposes.  Upon 
tlie  whole,  I  am  fixed  in  an  opinion  that  Peace,  or  a 
pretty  longf  continuance  of  the  War,  will  have  been 
determined  before  the  adjournment  for  the  Holli- 
days  ;  and  as  it  will  be  the  middle  or  last  of  Febru- 
ary before  we  shall  know  the  result,  time  will  pass 
heavily  on  in  this  dreary  mansion — where  we  are,  at 
present  fast  locked  in  frost  and  snow. — ' 

Nothing  new  has  happened  in  this  quarter  since 
you  left  it,  except  the  abuse  of  me  in  a  New  York 

'  "  Ever  rince  iheSeeenrioa  of  Mr.  Fax  and  oihen  from  Ibe  administntion, 
t  hA<r«  b««a  dccidcdir  of  opinioa,  tbai  Peace  woul'l  not  take  place  before  ibal 
epoch :  Ibal  il  would  depend  niKm  the  utrenzUi  of  ihr  cnntcmling  pirliim  and 
tbeir  Jnflo«nc«  on  the  tiatiAn,  whether  it  would  then  happen  or  not ;  and  Ihal 
the  iatcimediate  *p«ca  would  be  cmplyyed  in  Intitcuini;,  in  an  inreiligation  of 
powrn,  tc  hearing  propnitiont,  and  prnhing  the  intcntioni  of  one  another  to 
tke  bottom.  Thetw  I  mppode  would  have  been  preltjr  well  nnder»tood  an  alt 
rfdci  Vf  the  36th  of  NoTT.  (u  the  ground  on  whii:h  Lotd  Shclbumc  is  piKcd 
ako  wonldl.  Il  (oltou-ed.  then,  in  my  judgmeni,  tliai  ihe  ministry  wj.  eom- 
taunicate  to,  and  lake  the  xenie  ti  Parliamcnl  on  the  tcnns  upon  which  Peace 
could  be  obtained ;  aod  loavo  it  with  tlic  nation  to  accept  tlicin.  or  fnrniah  the 
meant  of  proMcnliti);  the  war  vigorouEly.  The  Power  given  to  Mr.  Oswald, 
to  Iteat  with  aajr  Corommioner  or  Cvmmistionen  properlj  aothoritcd  from 
tike  United  Slate*  of  America,  i>  more  than  I  cipccted  wd.  happen  hefore  tlic 
meeting  o(  Puliament  But,  as  the  Gentlemen  on  the  part  of  America  could 
not  treat  with  lliin  utileu  »uch  powert  were  given,  it  bccunc  an  act  ol  necci- 
aliy  to  tcdc  ihcm  to  effect  their  other  purp-oscs.  Thai  I  account  for  the 
indirect  acknowledgment  of  oni  Independence  by  the  Kinf;,  who,  I  dare  «a]r, 
felt  jocnc  wverc  pangv  at  the  time  he  put  his  hand  to  llic  Letccra  Patent,  ft 
il  itot,  hnweTer.  leu  efficacious  or  pleasing  on  that  aceouni ;  and  breaking  the 
Ice  i>  a  great  pojnt  gained.  There  can  he  but  rcry  little  duubl,  I  huliofc,  «J 
tiie  condun.  of  the  commercial  treat;  with  Holland  \  but  1  bare  apprchcn- 
■Ion*  that  thai  Power  wiU  be  the  moft  difficult  to  satiEfy  at  the  general  Troftiy 
of  Peace. 

"  It  is  with  great  pain  I  hear  of  the  rcpcAl  of  the  lupoftt  Law  in  VligloU, 
What  eoeld  induce  it?  Wtut  office  U  Mr.  JelTenon  appointed  to,  that  he  hu, 
70a  my,  lately  accepted  ?  If  il  it  that  «f  commi««ioDec  of  peace,  I  hope  he 
will  urive  too  lale  to  hare  any  hand  in  it.—  Waikingt^i  to  Rtbtwf  R,  Living- 
firm,  8  Juiuarx,  17S3. 
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Paper  for  having  given  false  information  to  the 
Count  de  Vergennes,  which  (says  the  writer)  was  the 
occasion  of  the  insinuation  in  his  Letter  to  tfte  of  a 
want  of  British  Justice.  I  have  not  seen  the  Paper 
but  am  told  the  author  of  the  piece  is  quite  in  a  pas- 
sion at  my  wane  of  ingenuity,  and  ascribes  the  re- 
lease of  Captn.  Asgill  to  di  peremptory  order  from  the 
Court  of  France  (in  whose  service  he  places  me.) 
notwithstanding^  the  soft  and  complaisant  language 
of  the  French  Minister's  Letter. 

Mrs.  Washington  has  received  the  Shoes  you 
ordered  for  her.  and  thanks  you  for  your  attention 
to  her  request — 1  receive  with  great  sensibility  and 
pleasure  your  assurances  of  affection  and  regard.  It 
would  be  but  a  renewal  of  what  I  have  often  repeated 
to  you,  that  there  are  few  men  in  the  world  to  whom 
I  am  more  attached  by  Inclination  than  I  am  to  you. 
With  the  Cause,  I  hope — most  devoutly  hope — 
there  will  soon  be  an  end  to  my  Military  Services, 
when,  as  our  places  of  residence  will  not  be  far 
apart,  I  shall  never  be  more  happy  than  in  your 
Company  at  Mt.  Vernon.  I  shall  always  be  glad 
to  hear  from,  and  keep  up  a  corrtspondence  with 
you. — 

Mrs.  Washington  joins  me  in  cvfcy  wish  that  can 
tend  to  your  happiness — Humphreys  and  Walker,  who 
are  the  only  Gentlemen  of  the  Family  that  are  with 
me  at  present— will  speak  for  themselves. — If  this 
finds  you  at  Baltimore,  I  pray  my  respects  to  Mr. 
Carroll  and  Family. — With  the  greatest  esteem  and 
regard^  I  am,  &c 


I 
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TO   BUSHKOD   WASHINGTON.' 

Nkwruro,  15  JanuBTT,  1783. 

Dear  Bushrod, 

You  will  be  surprised,  perhaps,  at  receiving  a  letter 
from  me ;  but  if  the  end  is  answered  for  which  it  is 
written,  I  shall  not  think  my  time  misspent.  Your 
father,  who  seems  to  entertain  a  very  favorable 
opinion  of  your  prudence,  and  I  hope  you  merit  it, 
in  one  or  two  of  his  letters  to  me  speaks  of  the  diffi- 
culty he  is  under  to  make  you  remittances.  Whether 
this  arises  from  the  scantiness  of  his  funds,  or  the 
cxtensiveness  of  your  demands,  is  matter  of  conjec- 
ture with  me.  I  hope  it  Is  not  the  latter;  because 
common  prudence,  and  every  other  consideration, 
which  ought  to  have  weight  in  a  reflecting  mind,  is 
opposed  to  3'our  requiring  more  than  his  conveniency, 
and  a  regard  to  his  other  children  will  enable  him  to 
pay ;  and  because  he  holds  up  no  idea  in  his  Letter, 
which  would  support  me  in  the  conclusion.  Yet 
when  I  take  a  view  of  the  inexperience  of  youth,  the 
temptations  in  and  vices  of  cities,  and  the  distresses 
to  which  our  Virginia  gentlemen  arc  driven  by  an 
accumulation  of  Taxes  and  the  want  of  a  market,  I 
am  almost  inclined  to  ascribe  it  tn  part  to  both. 
Therefore,  as  a  friend,  1  give  you  the  following 
advice. 

Let  the  object,  which  carried  you  to  Philadelphia, 
be  always  before  your  Eyes.  Remember,  chat  it  is 
not  the  mere  study  of  the  Law,  but  to  become  emt- 

'  The  fkvtNile  nepticw  of  ticneral  Wuliintfion,  ta  whom  he  left  ihc  ctUle  at 
Mounl  Vvnion.  knd  who  iriu  fur  many  years  one  of  tlie  ouociaie  justice*  of 
Uie  Siiptemc  Co«rt  o'  Ihc  United  Sinte*. 
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nent  in  the  profession  of  it.  which  is  to  yield  honor 
and  profit  The  first  was  your  choice  ;  let  the  second 
be  your  ambition,  and  that  dissipation  is  incompatible 
with  both ;  that  the  Company,  in  which  you  will 
improve  most,  will  be  least  expensive  to  you  ;  and 
yet  I  am  not  such  a  Stoic  as  to  suppose  that  you  will, 
or  to  think  it  right  that  you  should,  always  be  in 
Company  with  senators  and  philosophers  ;  but  of  the 
young  and  juvenile  kind  let  me  advise  you  to  be 
choice.  It  is  easy  to  make  acquaintances,  but  very 
difficult  to  shake  them  off,  however  irksome  and 
unprofitable  they  are  found,  after  we  have  once  com- 
mitted ourselves  to  them.  The  indiscretions  and 
scrapes,  which  ver>'  often  they  involuntarily  lead  one 
into,  prove  equally  distressing  and  disgraceful. 

Be  courteous  to  all,  but  intimate  with  few;  and  let 
those  few  be  well  tried  before  you  give  them  your 
confidence.  True  friendship  is  a  plant  of  slow 
growth,  and  must  undergo  and  withstand  the  shocks 
of  adversity  before  it  is  entitled  to  the  appellation. 

Let  your  heart  feel  for  the  afiflictions  and  distresses 
of  every  one,  and  let  your  hand  give  in  proportion 
to  your  purse ;  remembering  always  the  estimation 
of  the  widow's  mite,  but,  that  it  is  not  every  one 
who  asketh  that  deserveth  charity  ;  all.  however,  arc 
worthy  of  the  inquiry,  or  the  deserving  may  suffer. 

Do  not  conceive  that  fine  clothes  make  fine  men 
any  more  than  fine  feathers  make  fine  Birds.  A 
plain  genteel  dress  is  more  admired,  and  obtains 
more  credit  than  lace  and  embroidery,  in  the  Eyes 
of  the  judicious  and  sensible. 

The  last  thing,  which  1  shall  mention,  is  first  in 


>7»3l 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


i3S 


importance;  and  that  is,  to  avoid  Gaming.  This  is 
a  vice  which  is  productive  of  every  possible  evil ; 
equally  injurious  to  the  morals  and  health  of  its 
votaries.  It  is  the  child  of  avarice,  the  brother  of 
iniquity,  and  father  of  mischief.  It  has  been  the  ruin 
of  many  worthy  familys,  the  loss  of  many  a  man's 
honor,  and  the  cause  of  Suicide.  To  all  those  who 
enter  the  lists,  it  is  equally  fascinating.  The  success- 
ful gamester  pushes  his  good  fortune,  till  it  is  over- 
taken by  a  reverse.  The  losing  gamester,  in  hopes 
of  retrieving  past  misfortunes,  goes  on  from  bad  to 
worse,  till  grown  desperate  he  pushes  at  everything 
and  loses  his  all.  In  a  word,  few  gain  by  this 
abominable  practice,  (the  profit  if  any  being  diffused) 
while  thousands  are  injured. 

Perhaps  you  will  say,  "  My  conduct  has  anticipated 
the  advice."  and  "  Not  one  of  these  cases  applies  to 
me."  I  shall  be  heartily  glad  of  it.  It  will  add  not 
a  little  to  my  happiness,  to  find  those  to  whom  I  am 
nearly  connected  pursuing  the  right  walk  of  life.  It 
will  be  the  sure  road  to  my  favor,  and  to  those  honors 
and  places  of  profit,  which  their  Country  can  bestow ; 
as  merit  rarely  goes  unrewarded.  I  am,  dear  Bush* 
rod,  your  affectionate  uncle. 


TO  JOHN   AUGUSTINE    WASHINGTON. 

Nbwrvrcii,  i6  Jtouuy.  itSj. 

Mv  DEAR  Brother, 

Since  the  letter  which  Bushrod  delivered  to  me  ia 
Philadelphia,  I  have  received  your  favors  of  the  24th 
of  July  from  Westmoreland,  and  12th  of  Novr,  from 
Berkley. 
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The  latter  gave  me  extreme  pain.  In  God's  name, 
how  did  my  brother  Samuel  contrive  to  get  himself 
so  enormously  in  debt  ?  Was  it  by  making  purchases  ? 
By  misfortunes  ?  or  sheer  indolence  and  inattention 
to  bvisiness?  From  whatever  cause  it  proceeded,  the 
matter  is  now  the  same,  and  curiosity  only  prompts 
me  to  the  enquiry,  as  it  does  to  know  what  will  be 
saved,  and  how  it  is  disposed  of.  In  the  list  of  his 
debts,  did  it  appear  that  I  had  a  claim  upon  him  for 
the  purchase  money  of  the  land  I  sold  to  Pendleton 
on  Bullskin  ?  I  have  never  received  a  farthing^  for 
it  yet,  and  think  I  have  been  informed  by  him,  that 
he  was  to  pay  it. 

I  have  heard  a  favorable  account  of  Bushrod,  and 
doubt  not  but  his  prudence  will  direct  him  to  a 
proper  line  of  conduct;  I  have  given  him  my  senti- 
ments on  this  head,  and  persuade  myself  that  with 
the  advice  of  Mr.  Wilson,  to  whose  friendship,  as 
well  as  instruction  in  his  profession,  I  recommended 
him  ;  and  the  admonition  of  others :  he  will  stand  as 
good  a  chance  as  most  youth  of  his  age,  to  avoid  the 
vices  of  large  cities,  which  have  their  advantages  and 
disadvantages  in  fitting  a  man  for  the  great  theater 
of  public  life. 

I  have  lately  received  a  letter  from  my  mother,  in 
which  she  complains  much  of  the  knavery  of  the 
overseer  at  the  Little  Falls  quarter.  She  says  she 
can  get  nothing  from  him.  It  is  pretty  evident,  I 
believe,  that  I  get  nothing  from  thence,  while  I  have 
the  annual  rent  of  between  eighty  and  an  hundred 
pounds  to  pay.     The  whole  protit  of  the  plantation. 
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according:  to  ^c  account,  is  applied  to  his  own  use  ; 
which  is  hard  upon  mc,  as  I  had  no  earthly  induce- 
ment to  meddle  with  it,  but  to  comply  with  her  wish 
and  to  free  her  from  care  This,  like  eitxy  other 
matter  of  private  concern  to  me,  has  been  totally 
neglected;  but  it  is  too  much,  while  1  am  suffering 
in  every  other  way  (and  hardly  able  to  keep  my  own 
estate  from  sale)  to  be  saddled  with  all  the  expence 
of  hers,  and  not  be  able  to  derive  the  smallest  return 
from  it.  She  has  requested  that  I  should  get  some- 
body to  attend  to  it :  1  must  therefore  ask  the  favor 
of  you,  to  take  it  under  your  care.  I  know  of  none 
in  whose  hands  it  can  be  better  placed  ;  none  to 
whom  it  will  be  less  inconvenient;  and  who  is  more 
interested  in  the  good  management  of  the  land.  For 
as  it  lies  directly  in  your  rout  to  Berkley,  and  in  the 
neighborhood  of  our  friends,  where  you  must  always 
make  a  halt,  tt  will  give  you  very  little  additional 
trouble  to  provide  an  overseer ;  call  upon  him  as  you 
pass  and  repass,  and  settle  annual  accounts  with  him, 
by  which  means  I  shall  have  some  knowledge  of  his 
transactions,  and  a  certainty  that  whatever  is  made 
will  go  towards  payment  of  the  rent.  1  shall  by  this 
post  inform  my  mother  of  this  application  to  you, 
hoping  you  will  find  no  difticutty  in  the  undertaking. 
While  I  am  talking  of  my  mother  and  her  concerns, 
I  am  impelled  to  mention  some  things  which  have 
given,  and  still  continue  to  give  me  pain.  About 
two  years  ago,  a  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance'  in- 
formed mc,  that  it  was  in  contemplation,  to  move  for 
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a  pension  for  her  in  the  Virginia  Assembly;  that  he 
did  not  suppose  I  knew  of  the  measure  proposed ; 
and  that  he  did  not  believe  it  would  be  very  agreeable 
to  mc  to  have  it  done  ;  but  wished,  however,  to  know 
my  sentiments  thereon,  I  instantly  wrote  him,  that 
it  was  new  and  astonishing  to  me,  and  begged  that 
he  would  prevent  the  motion  if  possible ;  or  oppnse 
it.  if  made ;  for  I  was  sure  she  had  not  a  child  that 
would  not  be  hurt  at  the  idea  of  her  becoming  a 
pensioner — or  in  other  words,  receiving  charity  from 
the  public  Since  then  I  have  heard  nothing  of  that 
matter ;  but  learn  from  very  good  authority,  that  she 
is,  upon  all  occasions  and  in  all  companies,  complain- 
ing of  the  hardness  of  the  times,  of  her  wants  and 
difficulties ;  and  if  not  in  direct  terms,  at  least  by 
strong  innuendoes,  endeavors  to  excite  a  belief  that 
times  are  much  altered,  &c.,  &c,  which  not  only 
makes  her  appear  in  an  unfavorable  point  of  view, 
but  those  also  who  are  connected  with  her.  That 
she  can  have  no  reai  wants,  that  may  not  easily  be 
supplied,  I  am  sure  of.  Imaginary  wants  are  indefi- 
nite;  and  oftentimes  insatiable;  because  they  some- 
times are  boundless,  and  always  changing.  The 
reason  of  my  mentioning  these  matters,  is  that  you 
may  enquire  into  her  real  wants,  and  see  what  is 
necessary  to  make  her  comfortable.  If  the  rent  is 
insufficient  to  do  this,  while  I  have  anything,  I  will 
part  with  it  to  make  her  so  ;  and  wish  you  to  take 
measures  in  my  behalf  accordingly.  At  the  same 
time,  I  wish  you  to  represent  to  her  in  delicate  terras, 
the  impropriety  of  her  complaints,  and  acceptance  of 
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favors,  even  where  they  are  voluntarily  offered,  from 
any  but  relations.  It  will  not  do  to  touch  upon  this 
subject  in  a  letter  to  her,  and  therefore  I  have 
avoided  it 

I  do  not  believe  that  Sir  Guy  Carleton  gives 
countenance  to  those  dirty  picaroons  that  infest  your 
rivers.  If  they  are  encouraged  at  all,  it  must  be  by 
the  Admiral,  in  whose  element  they  are ;  but  I  am 
rather  inclined  to  think  that  they  are  navigated  by  a 
lawless  banditti,  who  would  rob  both  sides  with  equal 
facility,  if  they  could  do  it  with  equal  impunity. 

With  respect  to  Peace,  we  are  held  in  a  very  dis- 
agreeable state  of  suspence,  and  shall  remain  in  it,  I 
expect,  'till  some  time  in  Februar)'.  My  opinion  of 
it,  however,  has  been  uniformly  the  same  since  the 
death  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  and  succession 
of  Mr.  Fox.  It  is,  that  nothing  would  be  concluded 
'till  the  meeting  of  the  British  Parliament  in  Novem- 
ber, and  if  the  influence  of  the  Crown  could  prevent 
it,  that  it  would  not  take  place  even  then,  if  the  inde- 
pendence of  this  country  is  to  be  a  consequence  of  it. 
That  previous  to  the  session,  the  negotiation  from 
the  Court  of  Britain  would  be  employed  In  intriguing, 
in  an  investigation  of  powers,  hearing  propositions, 
and  probing  the  intentions  and  expectations  of  the 
belligerent  powers,  to  the  bottom.  The  latter  being 
accomplished.  Lord  Shelburne,  If  he  found  himself 
standing  upon  slippery  ground,  or  that  the  voice  of 
the  people  was  loud  for  peace,  would  say  to  Parlia- 
ment :  that  after  many  months  spent  in  negotiation, 
here  are  the  best  terms  we  can  obtain  ;  and,  as  they 
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involve  consequences  of  great  national  concern,  and 
have  been  the  subject  of  seven  years  war  and  debate, 
it  is  fitting  that  PaHiament  should  decide  on  them, 
and  cither  accept  them,  or  prepare  vigorously  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  war.  This  would  put  the  matter 
upon  a  broad  basis,  remove  responsibility  from  his 
door,  and  blunt  the  edge  of  opposition,  which  other- 
wise I  am  persuaded  will  be  found  to  be  very  keen. 
The  King  having  by  his  letters  patent  (which  I  have 
seen)  authorised  Mr.  Oswald  to  treat  with  any  com- 
missioner or  commissioners  from  the  Uniied  States  of 
America,  vested  with  proper  powers,  is  certainly  a 
great  point  gained  ;  but  it  was  unavoidable  on  their 
part,  and  our  commissioners  refused  to  enter  upon 
any  business  with  Mr.  Oswald  without.  And  the 
minister  dared  not  to  meet  the  Parliament  without 
having  attempted  something  under  the  Peace  Bill 
which  passed  the  session  before.  Upon  the  whole, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  terms  of  Peace  were  agreed 
upon  before  the  adjournment  for  the  Christmas  holi- 
days, or  that  we  shall  have  at  Uast  another  campaign. 
How  well  the  States  have  provided  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  war,  let  their  acts  and  their  policy  answer. 
The  army  as  usual  is  without  pay.  and  a  great  part  of 
the  soldiery  without  shirts;  and  tho'  the  patience  of- 
them  is  equally  threadbare,  it  seems  to  be  a  matter  of 
small  concern  to  those  at  a  distance.  In  truth,  if  one 
was  to  hazard  an  opinion  for  them  on  this  subject,  it 
would  be,  that  the  army  having  contracted  a  habit  of 
encountering  distress  and  difficulties,  and  of  living 
without  money,  it  would  be  injurious  to  it,  to  intro- 
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duce  other  customs.  We  have,  however,  (but  this 
depended  upon  ourselves)  built  the  most  comfortable 
barracks  in  the  vicinity  of  this  place  (wch.  is  near 
Wt.  Point)  that  the  troops  have  ever  yet  been  in. 

I  was  very  sorry  to  find  that  my  sister  was  in  bad 
health.  I  suppose  you  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
your  gouty  6t.  My  love,  in  which  Mrs.  Washington 
joins,  is  offered  to  you  both  and  the  rest  of  the 
family.     Compliments  to  all  friends. 


TO   SAMUEL   OGDEN. 

NRwmntR,  t)  JuitMry,  17(3. 

Sir, 

In  every  conversation  which  I  have  had  with  you. 
on  the  subject  of  your  letters  of  the  31st  of  last 
month,  and  15th  inst,  I  was  pointed,  because  I  meant 
to  deal  candidly,  in  assuring  you,  it  was  not  my  in- 
tention to  interest  myself  in  behalf  of  any  particular 
characters,  that  my  motives  were  altogether  public, 
and  that  if  1  could  not  take  the  business  up  upon  the 
broadest  basis,  and  while  a  defection  on  the  part  of 
the  refugees  would  be  productive  of  advantages  to 
the  American  cause,  I  would  have  no  concern  with  it. 

1  am  sorry  to  observe  to  you.  that  there  appears  to 
me  to  be  a  delay  on  the  part  of  the  refugees  or  loyal- 
ists, which  is  to  be  ascribed  more  to  design  than  to 
necessity.  It  seems  as  if  the  object  with  them  was 
to  get  at  the  ultimatum  of  Great  Britain,  before  any 
decided  steps  should  be  taken  with  the  country  they 
have  abandoned.     This,  sir,  you  will  do  me  the  jus- 
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tice  to  acknowledge,  is  not  only  incompatible  with 
my  ideas,  but  to  my  express  declaration  to  you  : — for 
the  foundation  on  which  1  meant  to  build,  and  the 
&fUy  one  upon  which  I  could  attempt  to  include  and 
recommend  obnoxious  characters,  was  their  decision 
and  influence  ;  and  the  consequent  advantages,  while 
the  intention  of  the  enemy  should  be  suspended  and 
unknown. 

The  matter  has  already  been  near  three  months  in 
agitation,  and  for  aught  that  has  come  to  my  knowl- 
edge, is  yet  in  statu  quo.  One  month,  perhaps,  a 
few  days  now,  will  unfold  the  designs  of  the  British 
cabinet,  or  rather  those  of  the  Parliament.  Let  me 
ask  then,  if  these  be  to  prosecute  the  war  vigorously, 
will  the  gentlemen  of  tliat  class,  in  whose  behalf  you 
particularly  interest  yourself  (after  their  address  to 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  which  I  have  lately  seen) 
give  any  aid  to  this  countrj'  ?  If  the  determination 
is  in  favor  of  peace,  and  peace  takes  place  on  the 
terms  which  are  expected,  will  not  their  inveterate 
obstinacy  and  procrastination,  put  it  out  of  the  power 
of  any  man,  to  adduce  an  argument  in  their  favor? 

I  confess  to  you.  Sir,  their  policy  strikes  me  in  so 
unfavorable  a  point  of  view,  that  I  no  longer  find 
an  inclination  to  have  any  further  agency  in  the  busi- 
ness ;  for  I  am  convinced  from  their  address,  and 
other  circumstances,  that  they  will  never  turn  their 
faces  towards  this  country  until  the  back  of  Great 
Britain  is  turn'd  upon  them.  And  that  their  delay 
proceeds  from  no  other  cause  than  an  intention  to 
await  the  event  of  their  application  in  another  quarter. 
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I  have  only  to  add  that  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in 
this  opinion,  upon  observing  that  there  is  no  idea 
held  up  in  the  copy  of  your  brother's  letter  of  the  3d 
of  December  (the  original  of  which  never  came  to  my 
hands,)  or  in  any  of  the  subsequent  ones,  which  gives 
the  smallest  insight  into  the  business;  or  that  will 
support  me  in  any  deduction  favorable  to  it ;  the 
former  of  which  is  expressly  contrary  to  the  informa- 
tion 1  received  from  you  at  our  last  interview,  as  the 
letter  from  your  brother  to  you  (which  was  to  pass 
through  my  hands)  was  to  be  couched  in  such  terms. 
as  I  should  understand,  tho'  unintelligible  to  others, 
vho  should  be  unacquainted  with  the  business.  Your 
own  letter  of  the  31st,  committed  to  the  care  of  Mr. 
Morris,  was  brought  here  a  few  days  ago  oniy,  by  a 
common  soldier,  who  delivered  it  at  the  oflice  and 
retired  before  I  had  read,  and  could  enquire  how  he 
came  by  tt,  nor  do  I  know  at  this  hour.  Upon  the 
maturest  consideration.  Sir,  I  have  so  fully  made  up 
my  judgment  on  this  subject,  that  I  could  wish  never 
to  hear  any  thing  farther  upon  it.    1  am,  sir,  &c 


TO    MAJOR    THOMAS    LANSDALE. 

Nkwiusc,  35  jMuujr,  178}. 

Sik: 

I  was  hurt  yesterday  at  the  appearance  of  the 
Detachment  under  your  Command,  as  1  conceive  you 
must  have  been,  if  you  viewed  and  drew  a  comparison 
between  it  and  the  Regiment  on  your  Left.     The 
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Clothes  of  the  latter  have  been  upon  the  Soldiers 
backs  almost,  if  not  quite,  twelve  months, — while  it 
is  scarce  Six  since  any  part  of  yours  has  been  issued. 

Dirt  and  Trash  too,  of  every  denomination  was  so 
liberally  strewed,  even  upon  your  parade,  and  im- 
mediately before  the  doors  of  your  Hutts,  that  it  was 
diflficult  to  avoid  the  Filth. 

The  true  distinction,  Sir.  between  what  is  called  a 
fine  Regiment,  and  an  indifferent  one  will  ever,  upon 
investigation,  be  found  to  originate  in,  and  depend 
upon  the  care,  or  the  inattention,  of  the  Officers 
belonging  to  them. — That  Regiment  whose  Officers 
are  watchful  of  their  men.  and  attentive  to  their 
wants,  who  will  see  that  proper  use  is  made,  and  a 
proper  account  taken,  of  whatever  is  drawn  for  them ; 
and  that  Regimental  and  Company  Inspections  are 
frequent  in  order  to  examine  into  the  state  of  their 
Arms,  ammunition.  Clothing,  and  other  necessaries, 
to  prevent  loss  or  embezzlement ; — who  will  see  that 
the  Soldiers  Clothes  are  well  made,  kept  whole,  and 
clean  ;  that  their  Hutts  are  swept  and  purified  ;  that 
the  Trash,  and  all  kinds  of  Offal  is  either  burnt  or 
buried  ;  that  Vaults  or  proper  necessaries  are  erected 
and  every  person  punished  who  shall  on  those  occa- 
sions go  elsewhere  in  the  Camp  ;  that  their  Provision 
is  in  good  order  well  cooked  atid  eat  at  proper  hours  ; 
— those  Officers,  I  say,  who  attend  to  these  things — 
and  their  duty  strictly  enjoins  it  on  them — ^give 
health,  comfort,  and  a  Military  pride  to  their  Men, 
which  fires  and  fits  them  for  every  thing  gjeat 
and    noble.     It   is   by   this   means  the  character  of 
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Regiment  is  exalted  while  sloth,  inattention,  and 
neglect  produce  the  reverse  of  these  in  ever>'  par- 
ticular and  must  infallibly  lessen  the'  reputation  of 
the  Corps. 

I  observed  with  concern  that  none  of  your  officers 
had  espontoons  ;  that  some  of  them  were  even  with- 
out side  arms  ;  and  of  those  that  had,  some  were  so 
remiss  in  their  duty  as  not  to  know  they  were  to 
salute  with  them.  From  these  considerations  1  am 
led  to  point  you  to  the  Genl.  Orders  of  the  9th  of 
August  and  ist  of  September,  and  to  recommend  in 
pointed  terms  to  your  Officers  the  necessity  and 
advantage  of  making  themselves  perfectly  masters  of 
the  Printed  "  Regulations  for  the  Order  and  Dis- 
cipline of  the  Troops  of  the  United  States."  Igno- 
rance of  them  cannot,  nor  will  it  be  any  excuse,  while 
it  may  bring  disgrace  on  the  Corps  they  belong  to 
and  produce  much  confusion  in  the  army  if  they 
should  form  and  manceuvre  with  it. — 

As  it  is  the  first  time  1  have  seen  them  under 
Arms,  and  some  allowance  is  to  be  made  for  the  raw- 
ness of  the  Corps,  I  will  substitute  admonition  in 
place  of  reprehension — but  it  is  my  desire  that  you 
should  inform  the  officers  I  shall  expect  to  see  a  very 
great  alteration  in  the  police  of  the  Corps  and  ap- 
pearance of  the  Men  before  the  next  Inspection. 

The  Soldiers  of  your  detachment,  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions, would  look  very  well  In  the  line  of  the 
Army  if  their  Clothes  were  in  good  order,  well  fitted, 
and  the  Men  made  to  appear  neat  and  clean.  I 
am,  &c. 
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TO   ELIAS   BOUDINOT,    PRESIDENT    OF   CONCRES&' 

UkaiMjuaxtus,  Nkwburc. 

Sir, 

I  should  not  have  undertaken  at  this  time  to  ad- 
dress myself  through  Your  Excellency  to  Congress, 
on  the  present  state  of  our  Military  and  Political 
affairs,  (which  are  so  blended  as  scarcely  to  admit  of 
seperation  in  the  discussion,)  did  I  not  apprehend 
that  my  silence  might  perhaps  be  construed  into  re- 
missness in  my  official  duties  or  inattention  to  the 
public  interests,  and  that  some  inconveniences  might 
be  experienced  by  the  neglect  or  delay.  Influenced 
by  these  motives,  and  an  ardent  desire  to  carry  the 
wishes  of  Congress  into  effect,  I  shall  hope  to  l>e  ex- 
cused, after  suggesting  a  few  things,  for  entreating 
to  be  made  acquainted,  so  far  as  may  be  deemed 
expedient,  with  their  sentiments  and  expectations 
relative  to  our  Future  Operations. 

It  scarcely  needs  be  remarked  here,  as  it  is  a  fact 
of  great  notoriety,  that  the  tranquillity,  leisure,  and 
inactivity  of  Winter-Quarters  have  ever  been  con- 
sidered by  all  well  informed  warlike  nations,  when  in 
a  state  of  Hostility,  as  the  only  proper  Season  for 
taking  into  contemplation  the  probable  operations  of 
the  ensuing  Campaign,  and  for  making  the  best  ar- 
rangements in  their  power  for  carrying  such  projects 
as  were  finally  determined  upon  into  execution.     It 

I  Mr.  Boudinot  wu  olc«tcd  Pn»id«nt  of  Congics*  on  tbe  4th  of  Novcfflbcr. 
After  the  dcpaitmtnta  c(  liiiance,  war.  and  Corcign  affnirs  went  into  opetaUon. 
the  corrcfpoitdeiicc  of  [he  Cam mandet'lD- chief  wilb  ConfTCss  pAiacd  chiedj 
through  tbc  huitb  of  the  secretsric*.  and  hu  Ictlcn  wen  diniclod  10  tbem. 


I 


«783l 


GEORGE  WASaiNGTON. 


■47 


was  not  simply  in  conformity  with  this  practice,  but 
upon  a  perfect  conviction  of  the  propriety  and  expe- 
diency of  it,  that  at  the  close  of  all  my  former  cam- 
paigns I  have  thought  myself  not  only  warranted, 
but  impelled  by  the  strongest  dictates  of  reason  and 
duty,  to  exerc  all  my  influence  and  abilities  in  en- 
deavoring to  augment  our  force,  and  to  make  the 
greatest  possible  provision  in  everj'  Department  for 
enabling  us  to  act  with  vigor  at  the  opening  of  the 
next  Campaign  ;  and,  in  thus  attempting  to  perform 
my  duty,  I  derived  no  small  share  of  satisfaction  from 
a  consciousness,  that  I  should  meet  with  the  appro- 
bation and  assistance  of  my  Country ;  being  at  the 
same  time  so  fully  acquainted  with  the  designs  of  the 
Enemy  on  the  one  hand,  and  with  the  inclinations  of 
Congress  on  the  other,  that  I  could  not  hesitate  a 
moment  in  my  own  mind  to  decide  what  general  sys- 
tem of  measures  was  proper  to  be  adopted.  But,  as 
the  complexion  of  our  Political  and  Military  AfTairs 
is  now  entirely  changed  by  the  Negotiations  for 
Peace,  which  are  carrying  on  in  Europe  ;  as  Congress 
have  determined  by  the  reduction  which  has  lately 
taken  place,  that  the  number  of  men  engaged  on  the 
present  Establishment  are  adequate  to  the  Services 
before  us;  and  as  that  Honble.  Body  have  much  bet- 
ter opportunities,  than  any  Individual  can  have,  for 
collecting  and  comparing  the  intelligence  necessary 
to  judge,  with  a  degree  of  certainty,  whether  Peace 
will  be  concluded  in  the  course  of  the  Winter,  so  as 
to  supersede  the  necessity  of  any  further  military 
preparations;   I  could  not  think  myself  at  liberty, 
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without  having  recourse  to  their  sentiments,  to  lake 
the  same  measures  and  give  the  same  orders,  that  I 
had  on  all  former  occasions  deemed  myself  competent 
to  do.  On  the  contrary,  I  feared  to  delay  any  longer 
to  express  my  apprehensions,  that  very  fair  opportu- 
nities might  be  lost,  and  that  very  great,  if  not 
irreparable  injuries  might  be  experienced  (if  the  war 
should  be  continued,  especially  if  it  should  begin  to 
rage  again),  in  case  we  should  not  also  on  our  part 
be  in  a  state  of  preparation  for  such  an  event. 

In  addition  to  every  other  consideration  of  a  For- 
eign, a  Military,  or  Political  nature,  the  embarrassed 
state  of  our  Finances,  the  necessity  of  using  the 
Strictest  ceconomy  and  preventing  every  unnecessary 
expenditure  of  public  money  in  conducting  our  Mili- 
tar)'- affairs,  have  in  an  especlat  manner  prompted  me 
to  make  this  representation,  that  the  Sovereign  power 
may  determine,  what  is  the  proper  line  of  conduct  to 
be  pursued  under  our  present  circumstances ;  whether 
any  and  what  preparations  ought  to  be  made  during 
the  Winter ;  and  what  our  situation  will  be  at  the 
period  proper  for  opening  the  Campaign  (supposing 
the  war  should  continue  and  require  any  ofTcnsivc 
operations  on  our  part),  unless  many  of  the  essential 
ar/ftc/w  which  are  wanting,  particularly  in  the  Quarter 
Master's  Department,  should  in  the  mean  time  be 
effectually  and  fully  supplied.  Amongst  the  most 
indispensable  and  yet  most  expensive  of  which,  I 
must  beg  leave  to  mention  the  means  of  Transporta- 
tion, Horses  for  Artillery,  and  Teams  and  Wheel- 
Carriages    for     Ordnance,     Stores,     and    Baggage ; 
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without  which,  it  is  well  known,  an  army  becomes 
totally  harmless  and  totally  helpless  ;  for,  so  far  from 
being  able  to  annoy  and  operate  against  its  Enemy, 
it  is  neither  able  to  take  the  Field,  nor  to  advance 
or  retire  a  single  step,  I«t  the  occasions  or  prospects 
be  of  a  nature  ever  so  pressing  and  important. 

Notwithstanding  any  of  the  foregoing  observa- 
tions, [  hope  it  will  be  clearly  understood,  that  it  is 
very  far  from  being  my  wish  or  desire,  that  our 
Military  preparations  should  be  increased  in  the 
smallest  degree  beyond  what  the  exigence  of  the 
Circumstances  may  appear  to  demand.  But,  while 
I  candidly  confess,  that  I  believe  there  is  no  man, 
who  more  earnestly  wishes  a  speedy  period  may  be 
put  to  the  contest  than  myself,  I  must  take  the  lib- 
erty to  suggest,  whether,  (in  case  a  peace  should  not 
take  place  in  consequence  of  the  present  negotia- 
tions,) it  would  not  be  far  more  eligible  in  point  of 
national  policy  and  oeconomy  to  attempt,  by  one 
great  and  decisive  effort,  to  expel  the  Enemy  from 
the  remaining  part  of  their  possessions  in  the  United 
States,  than  to  suffer  them  with  their  enfeebled  force 
to  hold  a  Post  and  protract  the  war,  until  the  accu- 
mulating expenses  of  our  languid  and  defensive 
measures  only  shall  amount  to  such  an  aggregate 
sum,  as  would  have  furnished  the  means  of  at- 
tempting the  Siege  of  New  York  with  a  prospect 
of  success  ? 

In  order  that  your  Excellency  and  Congress  may 
have  as  comprehensive  and  complcat  view  of  our 
efficient  force,  our  military  apparatus,  and  the  princi- 
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pal  articles,  which  would  be  retiuired  for  a  vigorous 
Campaign,  I  have  thought  it  expedient  to  forward 
the  Enclosed  Returns  and  estimates  (the  Estimate  of 
the  Engineer  being  omitted,  because  the  articles  in 
his  department  will  be  principally  provided  by  the 
labors  of  the  army) ;  and  I  flatter  myself  it  will  be 
found,  that  the  troops  under  my  orders  are  at  this 
moment  as  much  collected  and  as  well  appointed,  as 
could  possibly  be  expected  under  our  circumstances  ; 
and  that  all  the  means,  which  have  been  afforded,  so 
far  as  depended  on  military  arrangements,  have  been 
occonomized  in  the  most  prudent  manner.  I  wait 
with  great  solicitude  to  hear  the  sentiments,  expecta- 
tions, and  final  pleasure  of  Congress,  on  the  several 
points  contained  in  this  letter ;  and,  in  the  mean 
time, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 


'  ThU  teller  wut  fvferred,  1 1  FebrnBiy,  to  ■  cnmmiriee  rampHed  e(  1  fsmil- 
ton,  Pctcn,  Btsiid,  Rutlcd^c,  anil  MilBia.  In  conM«)iwiu:c  of  tiicir  reporl,  ibe 
following  rcMilvMi  were  adopicd. 

"  Thai  th«  Comnundn-ia-chief  ba  iafomcd,  tbu  Congran,  «lwttr*  '"PPT 
to  receive  his  tcniimcnU  cilhcr  on  ihc  pitied  or  inilitai;  affoinof  ihcx 
Stitei.  tlie  utility  (>(  which  tbey  have  upon  bo  many  occaiioni  eiperiencKl, 
b*vc  pnici  ■!!  Ihc  allciilion  to  hit  Idler  of  the  30{h  oi  Jaiiunry,  wKich  the 
inipoitanceof  il  dcmamh. 

"  Thit,  Uinuld  the  wfer  coniinue  uinlticr  aimpiign,  every  motive  of  policy 
and  ciunoiny  would  operate  in  (nvx>r  i)(  the  cnlcipfiac  su^ceslvd  ;  but  that, 
■uch  are  the  prncni  giiuation  •nd  prospccii  of  ihcw  State*,  that  il  would  be 
inntpedinii  at  Ihia  time  10  determine  upon  (he  plan,  or  to  enter  upon  the 
eitpGiisive  preparation*,  which  it  would  require. 

•■  That  Uic  official  xccounti  received  by  Congreu.  coneiponclinif  willi  othet 
intelligenee,  afford  appearance*  tA  an  appcoaehing  peaee. 

"  Ordered  that  tfic  secretary  □(  foreign  aiTnirv  raake  a  confidential 
mmnnnnioBtion  to  Ihe  Com  ma  nder- in-chief  oT  the  state  of  the  nogotiatiom 
for  poace,  wben  the  lost  advice*  were  received." — SttrtI  jfoMm*i,  vol.  i., 
p.  154- 
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I  have  directed  the  Troops  of  Pensyla.,  Delaware, 
Mar>'Iand  &  Virginia  except  the  Legionary-  Corps  to 
be  comprehended  in  the  Qr.  Master's  Estimate,  as 
they  would  undoubtedly  be  employed  with  this  Army 
in  case  of  any  serious  operation. 


TO   MAJOK-CENEkAL   GREENE. 

Nkwrukc.  6  Hebrtuiy,  1783. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  your  Packet 
{or  Govr.  Greene  which  came  enclosed  to  me  (in 
lyour  private  Letter  of  the  12th  of  December)  was 
forwarded  in  an  hour  after  it  came  to  my  hands  by  a 
Gentleman  returning  to  Rhode  Island  (Welcome 
Arnold,  Esq.)  ;  there  can  be  no  doubt  therefore  of 
its  having  got  safe  to  the  Governor. 

It  is  with  a  pleasure,  which  friendship  only  is  sus- 
ceptible of,  I  congratulate  you  on  the  glorious  end 
you  have  put  to  hostilities  tn  the  Southern  States. 
The  honor  and  advantages  of  it,  I  hope  and  trust  you 
will  long  live  to  enjoy.  When  this  hemisphere  will 
be  equally  free,  is  yet  in  the  womb  of  time  to  dis- 
cover. A  little  while,  't  is  presumed,  will  disclose  the 
determinations  of  the  British  senate  with  respect  to 
Peace  or  War.  as  it  seems  to  be  agreed  on  all  hands, 
that  the  present  Premier,  (especially  if  he  should  find 
the  opposition  powerful,)  intends  to  submit  the  de- 
cision of  these  matters  to  Parliament.  The  Speech, 
the  addresses,  and  Debates,  for  which  we  arc  looking 
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in  ever)'  direction,  will  gnve  a  data,  from  which  the 
bright  rays  of  the  one,  or  gloomy  prospect  of  the 
other,  may  be  discovered. 

If  historiographers  should  be  hardy  enough  to  fill 
the  page  of  History  with  the  advantages,  that  have 
been  gained  with  unequal  numbers,  (on  the  part  of 
America)  in  the  course  of  this  contest,  and  attempt 
to  relate  the  distressing  circumstances  under  which 
they  have  been  obtained,  it  is  more  than  probable, 
that  Posterity  will  bestow  on  their  labors  the  epithet 
and  marks  of  fiction  ;  for  it  will  not  be  believed,  that 
such  a  force  as  Great  Britain  has  employed  for  eight 
years  in  this  countrj'  could  be  baffled  in  their  plan 
of  subjugating  it,  by  numbers  infinitely  less,  com- 
posed of  men  oftentimes  half  starved,  alwaj-s  in  Rags, 
without  pay,  and  experiencing  at  times  every  species 
of  distress,  which  human  nature  is  capable  of  under- 
going. 

1  intended  to  have  wrote  you  a  long  letter  on 
sundry  matters  :  but  Major  Burnet  popped  in  unex- 
pectedly at  a  time,  when  I  was  preparing  for  the 
celebration  of  the  day,  and  was  just  going  to  a  review 
of  the  troops,  previous  to  the  feti  dt  joie}  As  he  is 
impatient,  from  an  apprehension  chat  the  sleighing 
failing,  and  as  he  can  give  you  the  occurrences  of  this 

<  This  day  wuiheannlvenaiy  of  (be  signing  of  the  treaty  of  allianoi  between 
Fnnce  and  lh«  United  Stale*,  and  the/<-H  de  fo'u  wax  in  cotnmemontkm of 
that  cvcni.  The  parole  fur  tlie  day,  ai.  entered  in  the  Ordcily  Book,  was 
"  Amtrita  and  France  "  ;  and  the  tounlcrsigiis.  "  UnitrJ''  "For  nvr,"  The 
foUowini;  notice  wan  aUo  putiUi>h«d  in  the  general  ard«ri).  "  The Cammaii^r- 
in-chicf,  vrho  \rislies  on  the  cetuin  of  ihU  auspicious  daj  lu  diffuK  the  (eetiikgs 
ol  gratiiud«  atid  pleasure  as  extensively  as  pustible,  m  pleaded  10  gnnt  a  full 
atid  free  pardon  to  all  mililary  priwnert  now  in.  confinement," 
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quarter  more  in  detail  than  I  hai'e  time  to  do,  t  will 
refer  you  to  him.  I  cannot  omit  informing  you,  how- 
ever, that  I  let  no  opportunity  slip  to  inquire  after 
your  son  George  at  Princeton,  and  that  it  is  with 
pleasure  I  hear  he  enjoys  good  health  and  is  a  fine 
promising  boy.  Mrs.  Washington  joins  me  in  most 
affectionate  regard  and  best  wishes  for  Mrs.  Greene 
and  yourself.  With  great  truth  and  sincerity,  and 
every  sentiment  of  friendship,  I  am,  &c.' 


TO    JOSEPH    JONES.    IN    CONGRESS. 

Newhwku,  II  Fcbruarr,  ij8j. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  about  to  write  you  a  Letter  on  a  subject 
equally  important  and  delicate,  which  may  be  exten- 
sive in  its  consequences  and  serious  in  its  nature. 
I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  recital  of  what  I  be- 

*  "Without  mmtiteineatK  oi  avocaiiotiK  I  ira  sjiendingnnaiheT  winter  (I  hope 
it  iriil  l>«  the  Utt  that  ]  ihall  he  kept  (rom  reluming  to  domestic  life,)  unooglt 
ihnc  niQEd  und  drcaxy  mountaint.  1  have,  however,  Ihc  satisfaction  of  seeing 
the  ifoops  b«neT  covered,  belter  clothed,  and  better  led,  than  they  hav«  ever 
b««a  ia  any  former  winter  <tuaTtcr».  And  this  circumstance  alone  would  make 
any  lituatioa  tulenlilc  lo  luc.  lii  a  little  limc  1  liopc  lo  turn  Ilielr  duly  intoan 
BBuaeaieBt  by  awalceoing  igutn  the  tpirit  of  emulation,  &  love  of  military 
panda  and  kI^T-  vhicb  mu  so  conspkiious  the  laai  cam|iaii;n.  [  .thall  eipect 
(asBOon  at  the  veathcr  will  permit  in  the  Spring)  to  se«  the  gereral  offioen 
dailjr  on  honeback  at  ihe  head  of  iheir  ciyinmtiuLi,  tendiiuj;  them  by  precept 
and  example  every  thing  that  is  rcpnlsMc  and  gloiiotis  in  ihe  piofe»joD  of 
annt ;  let  me  liiiil  in  i«iiun,  1  premine  you  will  tiut  chuuie  tu  l>e  ahieni.  or 
Mco<td  in  exertion  on  thciie  octasiont  to  any  of  your  brother  oflicen. 

"  Id  the  meantime  1  shall  Hlnii^le  to  while  away  lhi»  teason  in  laylitE  a 
feandatiod  (or  lho«e  Ihtngt.  To-mnrrou-,  being  the  anniverviry  of  the  alliance 
with  France,  we  shall  hove  a  military  exhibition.  There  will  be  a  review  and 
feu  de  jole.  and  ailorwaids  a  colil  colbtton  ai  the  ncir  public  building.'*^ 
Watkijtgtmt  U  Majar.GtmerAt  HMth.  %  Kebruary,  tTSj. 
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lieve  to  be  facts,  and  leave  it  with  you  to  make 
deductions. 

The  printed  remonstrance  of  Mr.  Chittenden  and 
his  Council,  addressed  to  the  president  of  Congress 
and  founded  upon  the  resolves  of  the  5ih  of  Decem- 
ber last,  contains  a  favorable  recital  in  their  own  be- 
half, of  what  1  suppose  to  be  facts  ;  but,  if  my  memory 
serves  me,  it  is  an  uncandid  performance,  inasmuch 
as  it  keeps  out  of  view  an  important  transaction  of 
theirs,  which  was  consequent  of  those  resolves.'  Be 
this  as  it  may,  matters  seem  to  be  approaching  too 
fast  to  a  disagreeable  Issue,  for  the  quiet  of  my  mind. 
The  resolves  on  one  hand,  and  the  remonstrance  on 
the  other,  (unless  it  should  be  annulled  by  the  Legis- 
lature at  their  next  meeting,  which  1  do  not  expect,) 
seems  to  leave  little  room  for  an  amicable  decision. 

Matters  being  thus  situated,  permit  me  to  ask  how 
far,  and  by  what  means,  coercion  is  to  be  extended? 
The  array,  1  presume,  will  be  the  answer  to  the  latter. 
Circumstances  (for  no  determination  whatever  after 
blood  is  once  drawn)  alone  can  prescribe  bounds  to 
the  former.  It  has  been  said,  but  of  this  you  can 
judge  better  than  I,  that  the  delegates  from  the  New 
England  States  in  Congress,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
arc  willing  to  admit  these  People  into  the  Federal 
Union,  as  an  Independent  and  Sovereign  State.  Be 
this  as  it  may.  two  things  1  am  sure  of.  viz  ;  that  they 
have  a  powerful  interest  in  those  States,  and  pursued 
very  politic  measures  to  strengthen  and  increase  it, 


■  The  r«mantiranc«  li«ie  mentionetl  li  publiilied.  utd  ihe  wlwlc  subieci  ex- 
plained, in  CalkclioMt  e/ tkt  Vrrmvnt  HUtfrkml  SotUty,  U.,3I5".  «V- 
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long-  before  I  had  any  knowledge  of  the  matter,  and 
before  the  tendency  of  it  was  seen  into  or  suspected, 
by  granting  upon  very  advantageous  terms  large 
Tracts  of  Land,  in  which,  I  am  sorry  to  find,  the 
army  in  some  degree  have  participated. 

Let  me  next  ask,  by  whom  is  that  district  of  coun- 
try principally  settled  ?  And  of  whom  is  your  present 
army  (I  do  not  confine  the  question  to  this  part  of  it, 
but  will  extend  it  to  the  whole)  composed  ?  The 
answers  are  evident, — New  England  men.  It  has 
been  the  opinion  of  some,  that  the  appearance  of 
force  would  awe  these  People  into  submission.  If 
the  General  Assembly  ratifie  and  confirm  what  Mr. 
Chittenden  and  his  Council  have  done,  I  shall  be  of  a 
very  dififerent  sentiment ;  and.  moreover,  that  it  is 
not  a  trifling  force  that  wilt  subdue  them,  even  sup- 
posing they  do  derive  no  aid  from  the  enemy  in 
Canada  ;  and  that  it  wi]|  be  a  very  arduous  task  in- 
deed, if  they  should,  to  say  nothing  of  a  diversion, 
which  may  and  doubtless  would  be  made  in  their 
favor  from  New  York,  if  the  war  with  Great  Britain 
should  continue. 

The  Country  is  very  mountainous,  full  of  Defiles, 
and  extremely  strong.  The  Inhabitants,  for  the 
most  part,  are  a  hardy  race,  composed  of  that  kind 
of  People,  who  are  best  calculated  for  soldiers  ;  in 
truth,  who  are  soldiers  ;  for  many,  many  hundreds  of 
them  are  Deserters  from  this  army.  who.  having  ac- 
quired property  there,  would  be  desperate  in  the 
defence  of  it,  well  knowing  that  they  were  fighting 
with  Halters  about  their  necks. 
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It  may  be  asked,  if  I  am  acquainted  with  the  senti- 
ments of  the  array  on  the  subject  of  this  dispute.  I 
readily  answer.  No.  not  intimately.  It  is  a  matter 
of  too  delicate  a  nature  to  agitate  for  the  purpose  of 
information.  But  I  have  heard  many  officers  of 
rank  and  discernment,  and  have  learnt  by  indirect 
inquiries  that  others,  express  the  utmost  horror  at 
the  very  idea  of  shedding*  blood  in  an  alTaIr  of  this 
sort ;  comparing  it  in  its  consequences,  tho'  not  in 
its  principles,  to  the  quarrel  with  Great  Britain,  who 
thought  it  was  only  to  hold  up  the  rod  and  all  would 
be  hush  !  I  cannot  at  this  time  undertake  to  say, 
that  there  would  be  any  difficulty  with  the  army,  if  it 
was  to  be  ordered  upon  this  Service,  but  I  should  be 
exceedingly  unhappy  to  see  the  experiment  made. 
For,  besides  the  reasons  before  suggested.  I  believe 
there  would  be  a  great  and  general  unwillingness  in 
it  to  embrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  Breth- 
ren. I  have  to  add,  that  almost  at  the  same  instant 
a  number  of  the  printed  copies  of  the  remonstrance 
were  disseminated  through  every  part  of  the  army. 
What  effect  it  will  have,  I  know  not.  The  design  Is 
obvious. 

I  promised  in  the  beginning  of  this  letter,  that  I 
should  content  myself  with  a  simple  relation  of  facts. 
I  shall  only  lament,  therefore,  that  Congress  did  not 
in  the  commencement  of  this  dispute  act  decidedly. 
This  matter,  as  you  well  know,  was  much  agitated 
last  winter,  and  a  Committee  of  Congress,  with 
whom  I  had  the  honor  to  be  in  conference,  and  of 
wch.  I  believe  you  were  one.  saw  Mr.  Chittenden's 
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letter  to  me  and  approved  of  my  writing  him  an 
answer  to  the  cflfcct  it  was  given.'  With  great  re- 
gard, (and  in  much  haste,  as  Col.  Pickering  is  wait- 
ing) I  am,  &c. 

P.  S.  Altho'  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  Congress 
having  received  (he  remonstrance  alluded  to  in  this 
letter,  I  send,  nevertheless,  one  of  the  printed 
copies. 


TO   LUND   WASHINGTON. 

Newbvkc.  12  Febrniiy.  1783. 

Deak  Lund. 

Your  letter  of  the  29th  of  Jany.  came  by  the  last 
Post, — You  do  not  seem  to  have  considered  the 
force  and  tendency  of  the  words  of  yr  letter  when 
you  talk  of  the  probability  mtly  of  sending  me  "the 
long  promised  account.*'  "  The  irregularity  of  them  " 
is  not,  you  add,  "  for  want  of  knowledge  in  keeping 
them,  but  neglect,  your  aversion  to  writing,"  &c. 
So.  These  are  but  other  words  for  saying.  "  as  I 
am  not  fond  of  writing,  and  it  is  quite  immaterial 
whether  you  have  any  knowledge  or  information  of 
your  private  concerns  or  whether  the  accts.  are  kept 
properly  or  no,  I  have  delayed,  and  do  not  know 
how  much  longer  1  may  continue  to  delay  bringing 

'  See  Ihe  l*»<r  i«  Mr,  CWtieDden,  dtleil  Januiiy  isl.  1783. 

Tbe  eficcl  of  that  letter  is  thus  dtKcribed  in  Allen'* y/tVtorj-  */  Vtrm^Hl. 

"  Tbe  nnivena]  confidence  ihat  the  people  of  America  pbccd  in  their  Com- 
mader- in-chief,  fram  the  firm,  tlendy,  pervevering,  and  able  manner  he  had 
conducted  the  w»r ;  bit  known  tntccnty.  witdom,  and  Tirtne,  K»''e  him  more 
itiflueBce  over  the  legisUtilie  of  Vcnnoni,  ihui  onj  other  niLn  in  cxiMence." 
p.«3. 
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you  acquainted  with   these  accts.,  irregular  as  chey 


arc, 


Delicacy  hitherto,  and  a  hope  that  you  long  ago 
would  have  seen  into  the  propriety  of  the  measure 
without  a  hint  of  it  from  me,  has  restrained  me  from 
telling^  you,  that  annual  accounts  of  my  Crops,  to* 
gether  with  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  my 
Money.  State  of  my  stocks,  &c.,  ought  to  have  been 
sent  to  me  as  regularly  as  the  year  came  abouL  It 
is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  all  the  avocations  of  my 
public  duties,  great  and  laborious  as  they  have  been, 
could  render  mc  totally  insensible  to  the  only  means 
by  which  myself  and  family,  and  the  character  I  am 
to  maintain  in  life  hereafter,  Is  to  be  supported  ;  or 
that  a  precise  account  of  these  matters  would  not 
have  been  exceedingly  satisfactory'  to  me.  Instead 
of  this,  except  the  accounts  rendered  at  VaHey  Forge 
in  the  year  177S.  I  have  received  none  since  I  left 
home;  and  not  till  after  two  or  3  applications  in  the 
course  of  last  year,  could  I  get  any  accounts  of  the 
Crop  of  the  preceding  one  ;  and  then  only  of  the 
Corn,  by  the  Post  on  Sunday  last, 

I  have  often  told  you,  and  I  rei>eat  it  with  much 
truth,  that  the  entire  confidence  which  I  placed  in 
your  integrity  made  me  easy,  and  I  was  always  happy 
at  thinking  that  my  affairs  were  in  your  hands — which 
I  could  not  have  been  if  they  had  been  under  the 
care  of  a  common  manager.  But  this  did  not  exempt 
me  from  the  desires  which  all  men  have,  of  knowing 
the  exact  state  of  them.  I  have  now  to  beg  that  you 
will  not  only  send  me  the  account  of  your  receipts  and 
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expenditures  of  specie,  but  of  every  other  kind  of 
money  subsequent  to  the  account  exhibited  at  Valley 
Forge,  which  ended  some  time  in  April,  1778.  I 
want  to  know  before  I  come  home  (as  I  shall  come 
home  with  empty  pockets,  whenever  Peace  shall  take 
place)  how  affairs  stand  with  me,  and  what  my  de- 
pendence is.  I  wish  to  know  also  what  \  have  to 
expect  from  the  wheat  of  1781  and  '82,  as  you  say 
the  two  crops  are  so  blended  that  they  cannot  be 
rendered  seperately  ;  how  are  settlements  to  be  made 
with  and  justice  done  to  the  several  Parties  Interested 
under  these  Circumstances  ? 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT  OK  CONGRESS. 

HKAP-QuAJtnuts.  NEWBusa, 
j6  Ftjhru»Tf.  1783. 

Sir. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  to  acquaint  your  Excellency, 
for  the  information  of  Congress,  that  a  project,  which 
I  had  formed  for  attacking  the  enemy's  post  at  Os- 
wego, so  soon  as  the  sleighing  should  be  good  and 
the  ice  of  the  Oneida  Lake  should  have  acquired 
sufficient  thickness  to  admit  the  passage  of  the  de- 
tachment, has  miscarried.  The  report  of  Colonel 
Willett,  to  whom  I  had  entrusted  the  command  of 
the  party  (consisting  of  a  part  of  the  Rhode  Island 
regiment,  and  the  Slate  troops  of  New  York,  in  all 
about  five  hundred  men),  will  assign  reasons  for  the 
disappointment. 

Although  the  expedition  has  not  been  attended 
with  success,  the  officers  and  soldiers  employed  on  it 


are  entitled  to  great  credit  for  the  spirit,  activity,  and 
patience  exhibited  by  them  in  the  course  of  the  at- 
tempt ;  and,  I  am  certain,  nothing  that  depended 
upon  Colonel  Willett  to  give  efficacy  to  it  was 
wanting." 

Major  Tallmadge,  whom  I  had  placed  on  the 
Sound,  with  the  infantry  of  Sheldon's  legion,  for  tht 
purpose  of  interrupting  as  much  as  possible  on  that 
side  the  trade  with  New  York,  has  been  more  suc- 
cessful, as  will  appear  by  his  report,  a  copy  of  which 
is  likewise  enclosed.  The  zeal  and  activity  of  Major 
Tallmadge,  and  the  promptness  and  bravery  of  the 
party  acting  under  his  orders  on  this  occasion,  have 
merited  and  received  my  thanks.'     The  detachments 

'Tile  et))eililion  (ailed  throush  tbe  Ireachery  or  Eenonnce  of  >n  Indlut 
g;uirlc.  Co'onel  Willclt  ftpprnttciicsj  with  hU  J>»rty  in  the  night  nithir  6«e 
milci  oi  Fart  Oswcsu,  when  hU  priadpal  ^uidc  lo&i  tiia  •"tj,  %aA  (lie  ilarknns 
And  extreme  (ntigue  of  wclking  on  tnow-Khoes  prevented  Iheii  dl&covcting  tlie 
fort,  till  the  momiag  d««ned,  and  il  wm  ncccsnry  to  rolin.  In  refrfj'  (o 
Colonel  Willetl's  letter  rc)K>rling  the  rcsnll.  Gcncnl  Wuhingiofi  uld  : 

"  Unfortunate  as  the  dfeum*t«nce  it.  I  un  happy  In  the  penaaaiim  thai  no 
imputation  or  rcflccllon  can  jubtty  reach  your  chusctcr,  and  that  you  arc  en- 
abled lu  draw  mud)  cunwilation  from  tlie  animated  real,  fortitude,  and  activity 
of  the  ofTiCcrs  itiiil  •oliliem  who  accompanied  you.  The  failure,  it  Menu,  mull 
be  attributed  to  sane  of  thoac  untcrountabk  evenly  which  arc  not  within  the 
contiol  «f  human  mtranc,  and  which,  tho'  they  often  occur  in  military  life,  yet 
require  not  only  the  fortitude  of  the  loldier,  but  the  calm  reflection  ol  the 
Philosopher  to  bear. 

"  I  caanoi  umit  espresxing  to  you  the  high  sense  I  entertain  of  your  perte- 
vciing  excrtiona  and  avtivc  leal  on  (he  ocnsioa  of  this  expedition,  and  bcgsioi; 
you  to  accept  my  wannest  thanks,  and  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  communicate 
my  (fratitnde  lo  the  officent  and  men  under  yoor  command  for  the  share  Ihey 
tiBvc  taken  in  (hot  iiervjcc." — IV^ukimcten  t«  C»leHel  Wilietl,  ;  March.  ItSj. 

*  The  enemy's  armed  vgsmIi  in  the  Sonne!  were  carrying  on  and  protecting 
a.n  illicit  trade  with  the  inhabitants  along  the  coast.  A  privateer  of  this  de- 
scription, mounting  cicvcu  carria^c-gunji  and  four  swivels,  waa  boarded  by  a 
party  »eni  hy  Major  Tallmadge  in  a  last  sailing  vessel,  and  alter  a  short  bat 
»harp  cunflivt  was  captured.  Mujor  Ticllma^|;e  reprMvnted  th(  enlerpriae  a» 
conducted  with  pcai  courage  and  gallantry  on  the  (ii-irt  of  the  assailants. 
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also  belonging  to  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Hazen,  which  are  occasionally  advanced  to  Bergen, 
Newark,  and  Elizabeth  town,  to  intercept  the  illicit 
commerce  in  that  quarter,  appear  to  have  been  very 
alerl.  and  they  have  succeeded  in  several  instances. 
I  flatter  myself  Congress  will  be  persuaded,  nothing 
on  my  part  has  been  omitted  to  carr>'  fully  into  exe- 
cution the  resolution  'of  the  30th  of  October  last.' 
But  at  the  same  time  I  am  under  the  necessity  to 
declare,  in  my  own  vindication,  that,  unless  the  civil 
powers  of  the  different  States  will  adopt  the  most 
energetic  measures,  and  make  the  greatest  exertions 
to  carry  them  into  effect,  it  will  be  impossible  to  put 
a  scop  to  an  evil,  which  has  increased  to  an  alarming 
height,  and  which,  (notwithstanding  all  our  efforts,) 
is  still  increasing,  and.  I  am  informed,  prevails  no- 
where in  such  an  uncontrolled  manner  as  on  the 
seacoast  of  Connecticut.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 

'  [>ircc(inf;  ilic  Cvnimaiidcr- In -chief  lo  take  ttic  mo»t  «B«clitaI  mcuKm  (o 
prafcnt  ■  dindcuiinc  intercounc  between  N«w  Jcncjr  md  the  dtjf  of  New 
Vcffk,  by  which  the  eormy  wen  fupplled  with  proviMonc. 

*■■  It  umach  10  be  ir^^reited,  ibai,  wbilcl  amoMngevcrr  niunt  in  my  power 
to  conply  with  the  onten  of  Coft|;m&,  faiinded  Id  my  judgment  on  our  Irue 
Insereit  ud  policy,  there  should  be  each  n  oaunienciion  ok  we  daily  experience 
(nm  iadiwdiulb.  But  lamentable  indeed  !»  our  Hiiuaiion.  when  Statc:i,  nr  the 
■dminuilraiioa  of  them,  are  lenjiing  over  those  hounds,  which  thooUt  wct  be 
4ea>ied  Ibc  noed  bsiriei  bctwn.  un  and  the  enemy,  without  whieb  oil  oppoii- 
tioa  to  (heir  mcaMireii  muat  kmjo  (leasc.  or  dwindle  into  komettiin^  ridioiloux 
etiioa^h. 

"That  the  iiii«rcoiir%e  with  New  York  by  way  <A  the  Sound  b  in  a  manner 
with<iut  restrietiun,  I  have  little  doubt  of;  and  that  the  very  Hotitx,  whirh  are 
Anned  aa<J  CommiMioneil  for  Ike  purpoMt  of  cuttin|>  olT  the  CommuDication,  arc 
eaployed  in  facilitating  ibc  Trade,  t  have  a  recent  instance  of  in  one  canghi  by 
JlsjarTaUntad^iD  the  act  and  with  the  good*  an  board.  We  have  only  toper- 
Mvere,  and  wilb  tbe  mean*  we  pouew  give  all  the  checkt  to  it  in  out  power. 
Every  officer,  who  caeiis  himself  in  this  busilncu,  will  meet  every  tupporl  1 
can  give,  and  will  undoubtedly  merit  the  *pprolialion  of  Congrew." — W^ih- 
imgi^m  U  LitMl.-(M.  WifHam  S.  Smil*,  ^  Mardi,  1783. 
II 
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TO    BEKJAMIN    HARRISON. 

Nswvuitc,  4  March.  ijSs- 

*«**«■  « 

What,  my  dear  Sir,  could  induce  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia to  rescind  their  assent  to  the  Impost  Law? 
How  are  the  numerous  creditors  in  Civil  as  well  as 
Military  life  to  be  paid  unless  there  are  regular  & 
certain  funds  established  to  discharge  the  Interest  of 
Monies  which  must  be  borrowed  for  these  purposes? 
and  what  Tax  can  be  more  just,  or  better  calculated 
to  this  end  than  an  Impost  ? — 

The  Alarm  Bell  which  has  been  rung  with  such 
tremendous  sound  of  the  danger  of  entrusting  Con- 
gress with  the  money  is  too  selfish  &  futile  to  require 
a  serious  answer — Who  are  Congress,  but  the  Peo- 
ple?— do  they  not  return  to  them  at  certain  short 
periods  ? — Are  they  not  amenable  at  all  times  to  them 
for  their  Conduct — &  subject  to  recall  ? — What  in- 
terest therefore  can  a  man  have  under  these  circum- 
stances distinct  from  his  Constituents  ? — Can  it  be 
supposed,  chat  with  desipt.  he  would  form  a  junto — 
or  dangerous  Aristocracy  that  would  operate  against 
himself  in  less  than  a  Month  perhaps  after  it  should 
be  established  ? — I  can  have  no  conception  of  it 

But  from  the  observations  I  have  made  in  the 
course  of  this  war — and  my  intercourse  with  the 
States  both  in  their  united  and  seperate  capacities 
have  afforded  ample  opportunities  of  judging — I  am 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  if  the  Powers  of  Congress 
are  not  enlarged,  and  made  competent  to  all  general 
purposes  that  the  blood  that  has  been  spilt — the  Ex- 
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pcnces  which  have  been  incurred — and  the  distresses 
which  we  have  undergone  will  avail  us  nothing — and 
that  the  band  which  at  present  holds  us  together,  by 
a  very  feeble  thread,  will  soon  be  broken  when 
anarchy  &  confusion  must  ensue. 

You  will  excuse  the  freedom  of  these  sentiments — 
they  proceed  from  an  honest  heart  Aiiho'  they  should 
be  found  to  be  the  result  of  erroneous  thinking — 
they  will  at  least  prove  the  sincerity  of  my  friendship, 
as  they  are  totally  undisguised. 

With  great  esteem  &c 


TO   ALEXANDER   HAMILTON,    IN   CONCRESS." 

NswsuKC,  4  March,  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  your  favor  of  February  [7th],  and 
thank  you  for  the  information  and  observations  it  has 
conveyed  to  me.  I  shall  always  think  myself  obliged 
by  a  free  communication  of  Sentiments,  and  have 
often  thought,  (but  suppose  I  thought  wrong,  as  it 
did  not  accord  with  the  practice  of  Congress,)  that 
the  public  interest  might  be  benefited  if  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Army  were  let  more  into  the 
political  and  pecuniary  state  of  our  affairs  than  he  is. 
Enterprises,  and  the  adoption  of  military  and  other 
arrangements,  that  might  be  exceedingly  proper  in 
some  circumstances,  would  be  altogether  improper  in 
others.     It  follows,   then,    by  fair  deduction,   that, 

iJColonel  Hnmillon  left  the  ■nn)' after  the  capiluUtiun  at  Vorlctowo.  Kiid 
hb  »Mt  in  Congrcs*  u  a  delc|ralc  frvm  the  S(*tc  of  New  York  on  the 
I  of  November,  17B2, 
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where  there  is  a  want  of  information,  there  must  be 
a  chance-medley  ;  and  a  man  may  be  upon  the  brink 
of  a  precipice  before  he  is  aware  of  his  danger,  when 
a  licde  foreknowledge  might  enable  him  to  avoid  it. 
But  this  by  the  by. 

The  hint  contained  in  your  Letter,  and  the  knowl- 
edge I  have  derived  from  the  public  Gazettes,  respect- 
ing the  non-payment  of  Taxes,  contains  all  the  infor- 
mation which  I  have  received  of  the  danger,  that 
stares  us  in  the  face  on  acct.  of  our  funds;  and.  so 
far  was  I  from  conceiving,  that  our  Finances  was  in 
so  deplorable  a  state  at  this  tirue,  that  I  had  imbibed 
ideas  from  some  source  of  information  or  another, 
that,  with  the  prospect  of  a  loan  from  Holland,  we 
should  be  able  to  rub  along  yet  a  Uttlc  further. 

To  you,  who  have  seen  the  danger,  to  which  the 
army  has  been  exposed,  to  a  political  dissolution  (or 
want  of  subsistence,  and  the  unhappy  spirit  of  licen- 
tiousness, which  it  imbibed  by  becoming  in  one  or 
two  instances  its  own  proveditors,  no  observations  are 
necessary  to  evince  the  fatal  tendency  of  such  a 
measure ;  but  I  shall  give  it  as  my  opinion,  that  it 
would  at  this  day  be  productive  of  civil  commotions 
and  end  in  blood.  Unhappy  situation  this  !  God 
forbid  we  should  be  involved  in  it. 

The  predicament,  in  which  I  stand  as  Citizen  and 
soldier,  is  as  critical  and  delicate  as  can  well  be  con- 
ceived. It  has  been  the  subject  of  many  contempla- 
tive hours.  The  suffering  of  a  complaining  army  on 
one  hand,  and  the  inability  of  Congress  and  tardiness 
of  the  States  on   the  other,  are  the  forebodings  of 
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evil,  and  may  be  productive  of  events,  which  are 
more  to  be  deprecated  than  prevented.  But  I  am 
not  without  hope,  if  there  is  such  a  disposition  shown, 
as  prudence  and  policy  will  dictate,  to  do  justice,  that 
your  apprehensions  in  case  of  Peace  are  greater  than 
there  is  cause  for.  In  this,  however,  I  may  be  mi»- 
taken,  if  those  ideas,  which  you  have  been  informed 
are  propagating  in  the  army,  should  be  extensive ; 
the  source  of  which  may  be  easily  traced,  as  the  old 
leaven  U  is  said,  for  I  have  no  proof  of  it.  is  again 
beginning  to  work  under  a  mask  of  the  most  perfect 
dissimulation  and  apparent  cordiality. 

Be  these  things  as  they  may.  I  shall  pursue  the 
same  steady  line  of  conduct,  which  has  governed  me 
hitherto  ;  fully  convinced,  that  the  sensible  and  dis* 
cerning  part  of  the  army  cannot  be  unacquainted, 
(altho'  I  never  took  pains  to  inform  them),  with  the 
services  I  have  rendered  it  on  more  occasions  than 
one.  This,  and  pursuing  the  suggestions  In  your 
letter,  which  I  am  happy  to  find  coincides  with  my 
practice  for  several  months  past  (which  has  turned 
the  business  of  the  army  into  the  Channel  it  now  ts), 
leaves  me  under  no  great  apprehension  of  its  exceed- 
ing the  bounds  of  reason  and  moderation,  notwith* 
standing  the  prevailing  sentiment  there  is,  that  the 
prospect  of  compensation  for  past  services  will  termi- 
nate with  the  war. 

The  just  claims  of  the  army  ought,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  will  have  their  weight  with  every  sensible 
legislature  in  the  United  States,  if  Congress  point  to 
their  demands,  and  show,  if  the  case  is  so,  the  rea- 
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sonableness  of  them,  and  the  impracticability  of  com- 
plying with  them  without  their  aid.  In  any  other 
point  of  view,  it  would  in  my  opinion  be  impolitic  to 
introduce  the  army  on  the  Tapis,  lest  it  should  excite 
jealousy  and  bring  on  its  concomitants.  The  States 
cannot  surely  be  so  devoid  of  common  sense, 
common  honesty,  and  common  policy,  as  to  refuse 
their  aid  on  a  full,  clear,  and  candid  representation  of 
facts  from  Congress;  more  especially  if  these  should 
be  enforced  by  members  of  their  own  body,  who 
might  demonstrate  what  the  inevitable  consequences 
of  failure  will  lead  to. 

In  my  opinion  it  is  a  matter  worthy  of  considera- 
tion, how  far  an  adjournment  of  Congress  for  a  few 
months  is  advisable.  The  Delegates  in  that  case,  if 
they  are  in  unison  themselves  respecting  the  great 
defects  of  our  constitution,  may  represent  them  fully 
and  boldly  to  their  constituents.  To  me,  who  know 
nothing  of  the  business  which  is  before  Congress,  nor 
of  the  arcanum,  it  appears  that  such  a  measure  would 
tend  to  promote  the  public  weal ;  for  It  is  clearly  my 
opinion,  unless  Congress  have  powers  competent  to 
all  general  purposes,  that  the  distresses  we  have 
encoimtered.  the  Expense  we  have  incurred,  and  the 
blood  we  have  spilt  in  the  course  of  an  eight  years 
war.  will  avail  us  nothing. 

The  contents  of  your  letter  is  known  only  to  myself. 
Your  prudence  will  be  at  no  loss  to  know  what  use  to 
make  of  these  sentiments.     I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c.' 


•  On  Uie  «v«ning  oE  Febnuiry  sMh  Hamilton  said  in  %  privkle  covpaay : 
"  It  wu  cerUin  ihai  [he  army  had  Kcretty  deieimincd  not  to  lay  dawn  ihdr 


TO    ROBERT    MOKKIS. 
Sir:  Hicai>  Qvaktuu.  8  Mucb.  1783. 

Ver>'  painfull  Sensations  are  excited  in  my  mind 
by  your  Letter  of  the  27th  of  Febry.'  It  is  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  express  to  you  the  Rejjret  with  which  I 
received  the  Information  it  contains. 


■mi  until  due  provition  am)  a  ucitraciory  ptotpcct  should  be  aSonled  on  the 
uitij«cl  of  their  piy  ;  thai  there  was  reason  (o  expeei  that  n  public  decUr«Ti<in 
to  ihii  cBtcl  would  toon  be  mad«  ;  that  pUni  bad  been  aciuie^,  it  uut  Tonned, 
for  nibaitin|>  ibeimtel-ves  aflei  nich  d«clanIion  ;  thai,  a%  a  fmot  of  IheJr 
«an«tnMfi  on  this  ciibjcci,  the  Commnnder  wat  already  become  exlremelr 
Mpopmlar,  aoioiic  aloiasl  all  fank*,  from  his  known  didiVe  to  every  unlawful 
fVOCWtlng  ;  that  Ihk  unpopularity  was  daily  Increasing  and  Inditttricutly 
P(ioiao(«d  by  many  leading  clur«>:tcr>  :  that  hii  choice  of  unfit  knd  indi^Lrcct 
pmotn  tnio  hii  (ucfly  was  ihc  prel«i,  and  »iih  tome  llic  real  motive  ;  but  the 
■nbtlantid  one,  a  denrc  ladicplnce  him  irum  the  respect  and  eonfitlence  fvf  the 
«mr,  ID  o«der  to  wiMlilute  Ccncral  ,  an  the  conducioi  of  their 

cHtnta  to  obtain  jottke.  Mr.  Ilamilion  Raid  thxi  he  Vncw  Gencrml  WitshingloD 
iUlmMtfy«Bd  perfectlf :  that  hii  extreme  reserve,  fftixed  icmetiraea  with  a 
degree  «f  asperity  of  temper,  both  of  which  were  xaid  to  hare  incrcaM-d  of 
laic,  had  contributed  to  the  decline  of  hit  popularity  :  but  that  bh  virtue,  his 
paitriotiim  and  Gtmnets,  would,  il  might  be  depended  upon,  never  yield  lu  anjr 
didtononibla  orduloysl  plans  into  which  lie  mislit  be  colled  ;  tliai  he  wnuld 
nScr  himvelf  lo  be  eat  to  pieoeK  :  that  he  (H.  I  knowing  thii  to  l>o  his  Inis 
(huracter,  wished  him  to  be  the  conductor  of  the  army  in  their  plan>  for 
redrcM,  in  order  that  ihcy  might  he  modcraied  and  directed  to  proper  objccti, 
and  exelude  lome  other  leader  who  mij'hi  foment  and  misguide  their  coundis ; 
thai  with  ihif  view  he  bad  (alien  the  liberty  to  write  lo  tLe  General  on  tlua 
tnbjcei.andto  retunimcnd  iiucb  ajioliiytohim." — jVaii'ir-wr/'ir/'rrr.  i..3io.  351. 
Hamilton 't  letter  may  be  found  in  hit  IVurki  (I.odgc},  viii.,  t^.  In  it  ho  said  ; 

"  The  difficulty  will  he  to  keep  ^  tomflaimiti  aaAtuffrring  army  within  the 
bonndior  moderation.  Thicjrocu  E>ceU«iicy'K  inftncnce  must  eReci.  In  order 
todo  it,  it  will  be  advisable  no!  to  difcountennnce  their  endeavor*  to  procure 
redrcu,  tmi  rniher,  by  inierrcniion  of  confideniial  and  prudent  persons, 
ttlaif  Ike  JirreltoH  e/  tkrm.  T hii.  however,  must  not  appejir.  It  ii  of  moment 
to  the  public  tran<|uiUity,  (hat  your  Excellency  !>hould  preseivc  tlie  Goii6deii.ccvf 
the  arm)r  without  knini;  ilui  uf  the  people.  Tbi»  will  eniilile  you.  in  caie  of 
eatremity,  lu  g\i)dc  the  cnrrenl.  and  to  bring  order,  petliapa  even  good,  out  of 
confuoion.  'T  n  a  part  that  re<iuiret  address  ;  but  'l  is  one  which  your  own 
aitnUicm.  aa  well  at  the  welfare  of  the  communilj.  points  out." 

'  ABnouncing  hit  intended  reiiEiiatioB  of  elGee. 
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I  have  often  rctlecced,  with  much  solicitude  upon 
the  disagrceableness  of  your  Situation  and  the  Neg- 
ligence of  the  Several  States,  in  not  enabling"  you  to 
do  that  Justice  to  the  public  Creditors,  which  their 
Demands  require.  I  wish  the  step  you  have  taken 
may  sound  the  Alarm  to  their  inmost  Souls,  and 
rouse  them  to  a  just  Sense  of  their  own  Interest, 
honor,  and  Credit.  But  I  must  confess  to  you,  that 
I  have  my  fears.  For  as  danger^  becomes  further 
removed  from  them,  their  feelings  seem  to  be  more 
callous  to  those  noble  Sentiments,  with  which  I  could 
wish  to  see  them  inspired.  Mutual  Jealousies,  local 
prejudices,  and  misapprehensions  have  taken  such 
deep  Root,  as  will  not  easily  be  removed. 

Notwithstanding  the  Embarrassments  which  you 
have  experienced,  I  was  in  hopes  that  you  would 
have  continued  your  Efforts  to  the  close  of  the  War, 
at  least ;  but  if  your  Resolutions  are  absolutely  fixed, 
I  assure  you  I  consider  the  Event  as  one  of  the  most 
unfortimatc  that  could  have  fallen  upon  the  States, 
and  most  sincerely  deprecate  the  sad  consequences 
which  I  fear  will  follow.  The  Army,  I  am  sure,  at 
the  same  Time  that  they  entertain  the  highest  sense 
of  your  Exertions  will  lament  the  step  you  are 
obliged  to  take,  as  a  most  unfortunate  Circumstance 
to  them.     I  am  S:c. 


TO  THE    PRESIDENT  OK  CONGRESS. 

3i]t  Hkad.Qpabtku,  13  March,  1783. 

It  is  with  inexpressible  concern  1  make  the  follow- 
ing report  to  your  Excellency.  Two  days  ago,  anony- 
mous papers  were  circulated  in  the  army,  requesting 
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a  general  meeting  of  the  officers  on  the  next  day.  A 
copy  of  one  of  these  papers  is  enclosed,  No.  i. 
About  the  same  time,  another  anonymous  paper. 
purporting  to  be  an  address  to  the  officers  of  the 
army,  was  handed  about  in  a  clandestine  manner.  A 
copy  of  this  is  marked  No.  2.  To  prevent  any 
precipitate  and  dangerous  resolutions  from  being 
taken  at  this  perilous  moment,  while  the  passions 
were  all  inflamed,  as  soon  as  these  things  had  come 
to  my  knowledge  the  next  morning,  I  issued  the 
enclosed  order.  No.  3.  In  this  situation  the  matter 
now  rests. 

As  all  opinion  must  be  suspended  until  after  the 
meeting  on  Saturday,  I  have  nothing  further  to  add, 
except  a  wish  that  the  measure  I  have  taken  to  dissi- 
pate a  storm,  which  had  gathered  so  suddenly  and 
unexpectedly,  m.ay  be  acceptable  to  Congress  ;  and 
to  assure  them  that,  in  ever>'  vicissitude  of  circum- 
stances, still  actuated  with  the  greatest  real  in  their 
service,  I  shall  continue  my  utmost  exertions  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  my  country,  under  the  most 
lively  expectation,  that  Congress  have  the  best  inten- 
tion of  doing  ample  justice  to  the  army  as  soon  as 
circumstances  will  possibly  admit 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ■&€, 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  foregoing,  another  anony- 
mous paper  is  put  in  circulation,  a  copy  of  which  is 
enclosed.  No.  4.' 

■  RMd  tn  Congmt.  March  tTlh.  Rercrreil  fo  Gilmon,  Djrer,  CUrk,  Rut* 
ledge,  and  Merctr.  The  commUiM  «ru  cumposMi  lo  "  laddle  with  Uili  en- 
iMmMBieitl  the  men  who  kxl  oppoied  tbe  mcAfurct  ncceuaiy  [or  iMlufflng 
(be  anny.  vU  :  ihe  htir.pijr  ami  permaneut  (uncli ;  ai[*in*l  one  or  other  o(  which 
the  individiuU*  In  quetiiun  Itad  rutei]."     Madison  further   recorded  that  "tbs 


lyo 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[i7»3 


address  to  the  officers. 

Gbnti.emen, 

By  an  anonymous  summons  *n  attempt  has  been  made  to  con-^ 
Tcne  you  together.     How  inconsistent  with  the  nilcs  of  propriety, 
how  unmitilary,  jind  how  subversive  of  all  good  ordei  and  disci- 
pline, let  the  good  sense  of  the  army  decide. 

In  the  moment  of  this  siimmonE,  another  anonymous  produc- 
tion was  sent  into  circulation  ;  addressed  more  to  the  feelings 
and  passions,  than  to  the  rcaaon  and  judgment  of  the  anny. 
1'hc  author  of  the  piece  is  entitled  lo  such  credit  for  the  goodness 
of  bis  pen,  and  I  could  wish  he  had  as  much  credit  for  the  recti- 
tude of  his  heart ;  for,  as  men  see  through  different  optics,  and 
are  induced  by  the  reflecting  faculties  of  the  mind  to  use  different 
means  to  obtain  the  same  end,  the  author  of  the  address  should 
have  had  more  charity,  than  lo  mark  for  Mispicion  the  man,  who 
should  recommend  mndersition  and  longer  forbeartuice,  or  id 
other  words,  who  s^hould  not  think  an  he  thinks,  and  act  as  he 
advises.  But  he  had  another  plan  in  view,  in  which  candor  and 
liberality  of  sentiment,  regard  to  justice,  and  love  of  country, 
have  no  part ;  and  he  was  rij;ht  to  insinuate  the  darkest  suspi- 
cion, to  eifect  the  blackest  designs. 

I'hat  the  address  is  drawn  with  great  art,  and  is  designed  to 
answer  the  most  insidious  purposes,  that  it  is  calculated  tu  im- 
press the  mind  with  an  idea  of  premeditated  injustice  io  the 
sovereign  power  of  the  United  States,  and  rouse  alt  those  reseat- 

■Irps  taken  \sy  the  General  lo  av«rl  ih.e  jjalhniDij;  ttorm,  uid  fail  prolcHioni  of 
inflrxihie  ■i)hcrcnc«  to  his  duly  to  Con|{ir»«  and  to  IiIk  country,  excited 
the  mottt  aHeetionate  icntimentt  (ownrdK  him  .  .  .  (The  situatioaj  i;«ve 
peculiar  awe  nnrl  iolcmniljr  lo  the  prcscDi  inonicDi,  and  oppraud  the  tainda  of 
Congicii  with  an  aniietj  xnd  dUticu  which  had  bceii  scarcely  felt  in  anj 
period  of  the  Revolution." 

'  "When  the  (fcncral  took  his  ntaiion  in  the  desk  or  pulpit,  which  yoa 
amy  rftcoltccl,  w.n  in  ihf  Temple,  lie  look  out  hit>  writci^D  address  from  bi< 
coat  pocket,  and  hii  fepeciacle*.  with  hit  other  hand,  from  \\m  waiiicoal  pocket, 
and  then  addressed  the  ntliccrt  in  the  following  manner  :  'Gentlemen,  you  will 
p»mil  me  to  put  od  my  !p«ctacles:,  for  I  have  not  only  grown  fray,  but  almwt 
I  blind,  in  the  service  uf  my  country.'  This  liltic  luldrcu,  willi  lb«  mode  sod 
niannrt  of  (lcllvcrln|[  it,  drew  tears  from  [many]  rf  the  officer*." — CtJcnti 
Cebb's  kfltr. 
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mcnta,  which  must  unavoidably  flow  from  such  a  belief  ;  that  the 
secret  mover  of  this  scheme,  whoever  he  may  be,  intended  to 
lake  adva&uge  of  the  passions,  while  they  were  warmed  by  the 
recollection  of  put  distresses,  without  fpving  time  for  cool,  delib- 
erate thinking,  and  that  composure  of  mind  which  is  so  accessary 
to  give  dignity  and  stability  to  measures,  is  rendered  too  obvious 
by  the  mode  of  conducting  (he  business,  to  need  other  proof 
than  a  reference  to  the  proceeding 

Thus  much,  Gcnilcmcn,  I  have  thought  it  incumbent  on  me 
to  observe  to  you,  to  show  upon  what  principles  I  opposed  the 
inegular  and  hasty  meeting,  which  was  proposed  to  be  held  on 
Tuesday  last,  and  not  because  I  wanted  s  disposition  to  give  you 
erery  opportunity,  consisient  with  your  own  honor  and  the  dig- 
nity of  the  army,  to  make  known  your  grievances.  If  my  conduct 
heretofore  has  not  evinced  to  you,  thai  I  have  been  a  faithful 
friend  to  the  army,  my  declaration  of  it  at  this  time  would  be 
equally  imavniling  and  improper.  But,  ns  I  was  among  the  lirst, 
who  embarked  in  the  cause  of  our  common  country ;  as  I  have 
never  left  your  side  one  moment,  but  when  called  from  you  on 
public  duty ;  aa  I  have  be«n  the  conatanl  companiun  and  witness 
of  your  distresses,  and  not  among  the  last  to  feel  and  acknowl- 
edge your  merits;  a&  I  have  ever  considered  my  own  military 
reputation  as  inseparably  connected  with  that  of  the  army  ;  as 
my  heart  has  ever  expanded  with  joy.  when  t  have  heard  its 
praises,  and  my  indignation  has  arisen,  when  the  mouth  of 
detraction  has  been  opened  against  it ;  it  can  scarcely  be  sup- 
posed, at  this  laie  sUge  of  the  war,  that  I  am  indifferent  to  its 
interests.  But  how  arc  they  to  be  promoted  ?  The  way  is 
plain,  says  the  anonymous  addresser  ;  if  war  continues,  remove 
tiito  the  unsettled  country  ;  there  establish  yourselves,  and  leave 
an  ungrateful  country  to  defend  itself.  But  whom  are  they  to 
defend  ?  Out  wives,  our  children,  our  farms  and  oiher  property, 
which  we  leave  behind  us?  Or.  in  the  state  of  hostile  scpara- 
tioQ,  are  we  to  take  the  two  first  (the  latter  cannot  be  removed) 
10  perish  in  a  wilderness  with  hunger,  cold,  and  nakedness?  If 
peace  takes  place,  neither  sheath  your  swords,  says  he,  until  you 
have  obtained  full  and  ample  justice.  This  dreadful  alternative, ' 
of  cither  deserting  our  country  in  the  extremcst  hour  of  distress, 
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or  turning  onr  ann«  against  it,  which  is  the  apparent  object,  un- 
less Congress  can  be  comp4^lled  into  JnsTant  compliance,  has 
something  so  shocking  in  it,  thai  humility  revolts  at  the  idea. 
My  God!  What  can  this  writer  have  in  view  by  recommending 
such  measures.  Can  he  be  a  Tnend  to  the  army  ?  Can  he  be  a 
friend  to  this  country  ?  Rather  is  he  not  an  insidious  (oe  ? 
Some  emissary,  perhaps  from  New  York,  plotting  the  ruin  of 
both  by  sowing  the  seeds  of  discord  and  separation  between  the 
civil  and  military  powers  of  the  continent  ?  And  what  a  com- 
pliment does  he  pay  to  our  understandings,  when  he  recom- 
mends measures,  in  either  alternative,  impracticable  in  their 
nature? 

But  here,  Gentlemen,  I  will  drop  the  curtain,  because  it  would 
be  as  imprudent  in  me  to  assign  my  reasons  for  this  opinion,  aa 
it  would  be  insulting  to  your  conception  to  suppose  you  stood 
in  need  of  them.  A  moment's  relleciion  will  convince  every 
dispassionate  mind  of  the  physical  impossibility  of  carrying 
either  proposal  into  execution. 

There  might,  Gentlemen,  be  an  impropriety  in  my  taking 
notice,  in  this  address  to  you,  of  an  anonymous  production ;  but 
the  uianner  in  iwhich  that  performance  has  been  introduced  to 
the  army,  the  cfFcci  it  was  intended  to  have,  together  with  .some 
other  circumstances,  will  amply  justify  my  observations  on  the 
tendency  of  that  writing.  With  respect  to  the  advice  given  by 
the  author  to  suspect  the  man,  who  shall  recommend  moderate 
measures  and  longer  forbearance,  I  spurn  it,  as  ever)'  man  who 
regards  that  liberty,  and  reveres  that  justice,  for  which  wc  con- 
tend, undoubtedly  must.  For,  if  men  arc  to  be  precluded  from 
offering  their  sentiments  on  a  matter,  which  may  involve  the 
most  serious  and  alarming  consequences,  that  can  invite  the 
consideration  of  mankind,  reason  is  of  no  use  to  us  ;  the  free- 
dom of  speech  may  be  taken  away,  and,  dumb  and  silent,  wc  may 
be  led  away  like  sheep  to  the  slaughlcr. 

I  cannot,  in  justice  to  ray  own  belief,  and  what  I  have  great 
reason  to  conceive  is  the  intention  of  Congresa,  conclude  this 
address  without  giving  it  a^  my  decided  opinion,  thai  that  hon- 
oraUlc  body  entertain  exalted  sentiments  of  the  services  of  the 
army,  and,  from  a  full  conviction  of  its  merits  and  sufferings, 
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will  do  il  complete  justice  That  their  endeavors  to  discover, 
and  establish  funds  for  this  purpose  have  bcc-n  uowearicd,  and 
will  not  cease,  (ill  they  have  succeeded,  1  have  no  doubt ;  but, 
like  all  other  large  bodies,  where  there  is  a  variety  of  differeot 
ifiter«ts  to  ^^^concile,  their  deliberations  are  slow.  Why  then 
thould  we  dititrust  them  ;  and,  in  consequence  of  that  distrust, 
adopt  meosum,  which  may  cast  a  shade  over  that  glory,  which 
baa  been  so  justly  acquired,  and  tamiiih  the  reputation  of  an 
army,  which  ts  celebrated  through  all  Europe  for  its  fortitude 
and  patriotism?  And  for  what  is  this  done?  To  bring  the 
object  we  seek  nearer?  No  !  Most  certainly,  in  my  opinion,  it 
will  cast  it  at  a  greater  distance. 

For  myself  (and  I  take  no  merit  in  giving  the  assurance,  being 
iadnced  to  it  from  principles  of  gratitude,  veracity,  and  justice), 
a  grateful  sense  of  the  confidence  you  have  ever  placed  in  me,  a 
recollection  of  the  cheerful  assistance  and  prompt  obedience  I 
have  experienced  from  you,  under  every  vicissitude  of  fortune, 
and  the  sincere  affection  1  feel  for  an  army  I  have  so  long  had 
the  honor  to  command,  oblige  me  to  declare  in  this  public  and 
solemn  manner,  that,  in  the  attainment  of  complete  justice  for  all 
your  toils  and  dangers,  and  in  the  gratification  of  every  wish,  so 
far  as  may  be  done  consistently  with  Ihe  great  duty  I  owe  to  my 
country,  and  those  powers  we  are  bound  to  respect,  you  may 
freely  command  my  services  to  the  utmost  extent  of  my  abilities. 
^Wbile  I  give  you  these  assurances  and  pledge  myself  in  tlie 
It  unequivocal  manner  to  exert  whatever  ability  I  am  pos- 
sessed of  in  your  favor,  let  mc  entreat  you,  Gentlemen,  on  your 
part,  not  to  uke  any  measures,  which,  in  the  calm  light  of  reason, 
will  lessen  the  dignity  and  sully  the  glory  you  have  hitherio  main- 
tained. Let  me  request  you  to  rely  on  the  plighted  faith  of  your 
country,  and  place  a  full  confidence  in  the  purity  of  the  intcn- 
tioas  of  Congress,  that,  previous  to  your  dissolution  as  an  army, 
they  will  cause  all  your  accounts  to  be  fairly  liquidated,  as  di- 
rected in  their  resolutions,  which  were  published  to  you  two  days 
ago,  and  that  they  will  adopt  the  most  effectual  measures  in  their 
power  to  render  ample  justice  to  you  for  your  faithful  and 
meritorious  services.  And  let  mc  conjure  you  in  Ihe  name  of 
our  common  country,  a*  you  value  your  own  sacred   honor,  a« 
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you  respect  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  as  you  regard  the  mili- 
tary and  national  character  of  America,  to  express  your  utmost 
horror  and  detestation  of  the  man.  vho  wishes,  under  any  specious 
pretences,  to  overturn  ihe  liberties  of  our  country,  and  who 
wickedly  attempts  to  open  the  flood  gates  of  civil  discord,  and 
deluge  our  rising  empire  in  blood. 

Ily  thus  determining  and  thus  acting,  you  will  pursue  the  plain 
and  direct  road  to  the  attainment  of  your  wishes  ;  you  will  de- 
feat the  insidious  designs  of  our  enemies,  who  are  compelled  to 
resort  from  open  force  to  secret  artifice  ;  you  will  give  one  more 
distinguished  proof  of  unexampled  patriotism  and  pittient  virtue, 
rising  superior  to  the  pressure  of  the  most  complicated  suffer- 
ings ;  and  you  will,  by  the  dignity  of  your  conduct,  afford  occa- 
sion for  posterity  to  say,  when  speaking  of  the  glorious  example 
you  have  exhibited  to  mankind,  "  Had  this  day  been  wanting,  the 
world  had  never  seen  the  last  stage  of  perfection,  to  which  human 
DBture  is  capable  of  attaining." 


r' 


I  TO   JOSEPH    JONES,    IN    CONGRESS. 

Nbwburo,  it  March,  178]. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  27th  ulto,  and 

thank  you  for  your  information  and  the  freedom  of 
your  communications.  My  official  Letter  to  Con- 
gress of  this  date  will  inform  you  of  what  has  hap- 
pened in  this  Quarter :  in  addition  to  which,  it  may 
be  necessary  it  should  be  known  to  you,  and  to  such 
others  you  may  think  proper,  that  the  temper  of  the 
army,  though  very  irritable  on  acct.  of  their  long  pro- 
tracted sufferings,  have  been  apparently  extremely 
quiet  while  their  business  was  depending  before  Con- 
gress, until  four  days  past.  In  the  mean  time,  it 
should  seem,  reports  have  been  propagated  in  Phila- 


delphia,  that  dangerous  combinations  were  forming 
in  the  army  ;  and  this  at  a  time,  when  there  was  not 
a  syllabic  of  the  kind  in  agitation  in  camp.' 

It  also  appears,  that,  upon  the  arrival  of  a  certain 
Gentleman  from  Phila.  in  camp,  whose  name*  at 
present  I  do  not  incline  to  mention,  such  sentiments 
as  these  were  immediately  and  industriously  circu- 
lated :  that  it  was  universally  expected  the  army 
would  not  disband  until  they  had  obtained  justice ; 
that  the  public  creditors  looked  up  to  them  for  re- 
dress of  their  Grievances,  would  afTord  them  every 
aid,  and  even  join  them  in  the  Field  if  necessary; 
that  some  members  of  Congress  wished  the  measure 
might  take  effect,  in  order  to  compel  the  Public, 
particularly  the  delinquent  States,  to  do  justice  ;  with 
many  other  suggestions  of  a  similar  nature.  From 
whence,  and  a  variety  of  other  considerations,  it  is 
generally  believed,  that  the  scheme  was  not  only 
planned  but  also  digested  and  matured  in  Philadel- 
phia,* and  that  some  people  have  been  playing  a 
double  game,  spreading  at  the  camp  and  in  Philadel- 
phia Reports,  and  raising  jealousies,  equally  void  oi 

'  In  a  kitcf  to  General  Wathlngiao  recently  received  from  Mr.  Jono.  the 
Ittlet  bad  writlen  -.  "  ReporU  u«  freely  circulnied  here,  that  ihete  tte  ilanger- 
eiu  (xmbinatioaii  in  tlw  armj  ;  ami  within  a  few  Ja/i  pist  it  Iiai  l>ceii  said, 
llut  (her  arc  alrant  lo  declare  they  will  ni>I  ijuliand  until  their  demunilv  arc 
toin[>Iied  with." — PAilad'^Aitt,  February  *7lli. 

•  CoL  Walter  Slewan. 

*  In  a  letter  la  Hnmilian  of  much  the  same  lenor,  Wn»hington  wrote  ii  wan 
baltercd  by  tome  that  the  »<liepie  "  i«  the  illcgitiiDBtc  oE*pring  of  a  pcnon  in 
camp,'  but  raa  bb  |>cti  Ihnnigh  the  arords.  On  Kclnti  the  accomi  address,  he 
added  a  p«suerjp( :  "  The  cantentu  evirlenUy  {irove  that  the  author  U  in.  or 
Dear  tbe  camp  ;  and  that  ibo  folltfwtni:  wurdi,  ctiucd  oti  the  vccond  page  of 
lUi  leittr,  oogfa*  not  lo  have  nei  with  this  treatmcni,  vict..  Ac." 
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foundation,  until  called  into  being  by  their  vile  arti- 
fices ;  for.  as  soon  as  the  minds  of  the  officers  were 
thought  to  bo  prepared  (or  the  transaction,  anony- 
mous invitations  were  circulated,  requesting  a  general 
meeting  of  the  officers  next  day.  At  the  same 
instant  many  copies  of  the  address  to  the  officers  of 
the  army  was  scattered  in  every  State  line  of  iL 

So  soon  as  I  obtained  knowledge  of  these  things, 
I  issued  the  order  of  the  iith,  transmitted  to  Con- 
gress, in  order  to  rescue  the  foot,  that  stood  waver- 
ing on  the  precipice  of  despair,  from  taking  those 
steps,  which  would  have  led  to  the  abyss  of  misery, 
while  the  passions  were  inilamed  and  the  mind  trem- 
blingly alive  with  the  recollection  of  past  suflTcrings, 
and  their  present  feelings.  I  did  this  upon  the 
principle,  that  it  is  easier  to  divert  from  a  wrong  to 
a  right  path,  than  it  Is  to  recall  the  hasty  and  fatal 
steps,  that  have  been  already  taken. 

It  is  commonly  supposed,  that,  if  the  officers  had 
met  agreeably  to  the  anonymous  summons,  resolu- 
tions might  have  been  formed,  the  consequences  of 
which  may  be  more  easily  conceived  than  expressed. 
Now  they  will  have  leisure  to  view  the  matter  more 
calmly  and  seriously.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  they 
win  be  induced  to  adopt  more  rational  measures,  and 
wait  a  while  longer  for  the  settlemt-  of  their  accts; 
the  postponing  of  which  gives  more  uneasiness  in  the 
army  than  any  other  thing.  There  is  not  a  man 
in  it,  who  will  not  acknowledge  that  Congress  have 
not  the  means  of  payment ;  but  why  not,  say  they 
one  and  all,  liquidate  the  accts.  and  certifie  our  dues  ? 
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Are  we  to  be  disbanded  and  sent  home  without  this  ? 
Are  we  afterwards  to  make  individiia)  applications 
for  such  settlements  at  Philadelphia,  or  any  auditing 
office  in  our  respective  States  ;  to  be  shifted  perhaps 
Irom  one  board  to  another,  dancing  attendance  at 
all,  and  finally  perhaps,  be  postponed  till  wc  lose  the 
substance  in  pursuit  of  ye  shadow?  While  they  are 
agitated  by  these  considerations,  there  arc  not  want- 
ing insidious  characters,  who  tell  them  it  is  neither 
the  wish  nor  the  intention  of  the  public  to  settle 
their  accounts;  but  to  delay  this  business  under  one 
pretext  or  another,  until  Peace,  wch;  we  are  upon 
the  verge  of,  and  a  separation  of  the  army  takes 
place  ;  when,  it  is  well  known  it  will  be  difficult  if 
not  impracticable ;  a  general  settlement  never  can 
be  efTected,  and  that  individual  loss  in  this  instance 
becomes  public  gain. 

However  derogatory  these  ideas  are  with  the 
dignity,  honor,  and  justice  of  government,  yet  a 
matter  so  interesting  to  the  army,  and  at  the  same 
time  so  easy  to  be  effected  by  the  Public,  as  that 
of  liquidating  the  accounts,  is  delayed  without  any 
apparent  or  obvious  necessity,  they  will  have  their 
place  in  a  mind  that  is  soured  and  irritated.  Let  mc 
entreat  you,  therefore,  my  good  Sir,  to  push  this  mat- 
ter to  an  issue ;  and,  if  there  are  Delegates  among 
you,  who  are  really  opposed  to  doing  justice  to  the 
army,  scruple  not  to  tell  them,  if  matters  should  come 
to  extremity,  that  they  must  be  answerable  for  all 
the  ineffable  horrors,  which  may  be  occasioned  thereby. 
1  am  most  sincerely  and  affectionately  yours. 
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TO  THE    PRESIDENT   OP  CONGRESS. 

HEAU'QvAKnas.  Nkwruro, 

Sir. 

The  result  of  the  proceedings  of  the  grand  Con- 
vention of  Officers,  which  I  have  the  honor  of  enclos- 
ing to  your  Excellency  for  the  inspection  of  Congress, 
will.  I  flatter  myself,  be  considered  as  the  last  glo- 
rious Proof  of  Patriotism,  which  could  have  been 
given  by  men.  who  aspired  to  the  distinction  of  a 
patriot  army,  and  will  not  only  confirm  their  claim  to 
the  justice,  but  will  increase  their  title  to  the  gratitude. 
of  their  country. *■ 

Having  seen  the  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the 
army  terminate  with  perfect  unanimity,  and  in  a 
manner  entirely  consonant  to  my  wishes ;  being  im- 
pressed with  the  liveliest  sentiments  of  affection  for 
those,  who  have  so  long,  so  patiently,  and  so  chear- 
fiilly  suffered  and  fought  under  my  immediate  direc- 
tion :  having  from  motives  of  justice,  duly,  and 
gratitude,  spontaneously  offered  myself  as  an  advo- 
cate for  their  rights ;  and  having  been  requested  to 
write  to  your  Excellency,  earnestly  entreating  the 
most  speedy  decision  of  Congress  upon  the  subjects 

'  "  Yestenlay  iherc  wai  a  mecling  of  ihe  offic«n.  The  Ccminander  in  Cliief 
c*in«  Among  uk,  Lnd  madi.'  a  moii  Mc«llcnl  addrets;  he  appe&rcd  Mmibly  kgi- 
Ulcd ;  as  tbe  writcT  ndiisn  lo  '  suspect  tlic  man  who  should  adviw  to  mgre 
modcmliofi  and  longer  furUearani'c,'  Ihit  eiiprefiCicHi,  together  vith  a  second 
Knonymimii  Utter,  wtiicii  1  hare  not  Men,  gave  mMin  to  tnippose  tbat  it  vu  a 
plan  laid  a^^inal  hb  Kiccllenc;,  ni  every  one  whoVnnwt  him  mutt  be  sensible 
that  he  would Tecomnicndrondcraiion.  Thee»ner.il  harjngtinivhedhiiaddKu, 
retired.  Gcn'l  Gntes  task  the  chnii ;  the  business  of  the  dajr  waa  condacied 
with  order,  moderaljon,  and  decency." — Afafor  jf.  A.  tVrigki  fx  Ma/tr  ^Mm 
tVfit,  We«t  Paint,  i6  Marcli,  17B3. 
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of  ihe  late  address  from  the  army  to  that  Honble 
Body  ;  it  now  only  remains  for  me  to  perform  the 
task  I  have  assumed,  and  to  intercede  in  their  be- 
half, as  I  now  do,  that  the  Sovereign  Power  will 
be  pleased  to  verify  the  predictions  I  have  pro- 
nounced of,  and  the  confidence  the  army  have  re- 
posed in  the  justice  of  their  country.  ^,V>»*- 

And  here  I  humbly  conceive  It  is  altogether 
unnecessary,  (while  I  am  pleading  the  cause  of  an 
army,  which  has  done  and  suffered  more  than  any 
other  army  ever  did  in  the  defence  of  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  human  nature.)  to  expatiate  on  their 
claims  to  the  most  ample  compensation  for  their 
meritorious  Services ;  because  they  are  perfectly 
known  to  whole  World,  and  because,  altho'  the  top- 
ics are  inexhaustible,  enough  has  already  been  said 
on  the  subject 

To  prove  these  assertions,  to  evince  that  ray  senti* 
ments  have  ever  been  uniform,  and  to  show  what  my 
ideas  of  the  rewards  in  question  have  always  been,  I 
appeal  to  the  Archives  of  Congress,  and  call  on  those 
sacred  deposits  to  witness  for  me ;  and,  in  order  (hat 
my  observations  and  arguments  in  favor  of  a  future 
adequate  provision  for  the  officers  of  the  army  may  be 
brought  to  remembrance  again,  and  considered  in  a 
single  point  of  view,  without  giving  Congress  the 
trouble  of  having  recourse  to  their  files,  1  will  beg 
leave  to  transmit  herewith  an  Extract  from  a  repre- 
sentation made  by  me  to  a  committee  of  Congress,  so 
long  ago  as  the  29th  of  Januar>',  1778,  and  also  the 
transcript  of  a  letter  to  the  President  of  Congress, 
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dated  near  Passaic  Falls,  October  i  ith,  1780.'  That, 
in  the  critical  and  perilous  moment  when  the  last 
mentioned  communication  was  made,  there  was  the 
utmost  danger  a  disLsolution  of  the  army  would  take 
place,  unless  measures  similar  to  these  recommended 
had  been  adopted,  will  not  admit  a  doubt.  That  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution,  granting  half-pay  for  life, 
has  been  attended  with  all  the  happy  consequences 
I  had  foretold,  so  far  as  respected  the  good  of  the 
sen-ice,  let  the  astonishing  contrast  between  the  state 
of  the  army  at  this  instant,  and  at  the  former  period, 
determine ;  and  that  the  establishment  of  funds  and 
security,  of  the  payment  of  all  the  just  demands  of 
the  army,  will  be  the  most  certain  means  of  pre- 
serving the  national  faith,  and  the  future  tranquillity 
of  this  extensive  continent,  is  my  decided  opinion. 

By  the  preceding  remarks  it  will  readily  be  imagined, 
that,  instead  of  retracting  and  reprehending,  from 
farther  experience  and  reflection,  the  mode  of  com- 
pensation so  strenuously  urged  in  the  Enclosures,  I 
am  more  and  more  confirmed  in  the  Sentiment ;  and, 
if  in  the  wrong,  suffer  me  to  please  myself  with  the 
grateful  delusion.  For  if,  besides  the  simple  pay- 
ment of  their  Wages,  a  farther  compensation  is  not 
due  to  the  sufferings  and  sacrifices  of  the  officers, 
then  have  I  been  mistaken  indeed.  If  the  whole 
army  have  not  merited  whatever  a  grateful  people  can 
bestow,  then  have  I  been  beguiled  by  prejudice,  and 
built  opinion  on  the  basis  of  error.     If  this  country 

'  The  two  letters  hue  diuded  to  vivn  poblifhed,  and  iM  contajned  In  Uw 
Xtmemiratutr,  vol.  Kvi. ,  pp.  aoo,  303.  Sec  ulsia  •  Mrin  of  documcnla  in  the 
yemntaU  of  Cot^nis,  under  the  date  of  April  14th. 


should  not  in  the  event  perform  every  thing,  which 
has  been  requested  in  the  late  Memorial  to  Congress, 
then  will  my  belief  become  vain,  and  the  hope,  that 
has  been  excited,  void  of  foundation.  And  "if"  (as 
has  been  suggested,  for  the  purpose  of  inflaming  their 
passions.)  *'  the  officers  of  the  army  are  to  be  the 
only  sufferers  by  this  resolution ;  if,  retiring  from 
the  field,  they  are  to  grow  old  in  poverty,  wretched- 
ness, and  contempt ;  if  they  are  to  wade  thro'  the  vile 
mire  of  dependency,  and  owe  the  miserable  remnant 
of  that  life  to  charity,  which  has  hitherto  been  spent 
in  honor;"  then  shall  I  have  learned  what  ingrati- 
tude is.  then  shall  I  have  realized  a  tale,  which  will 
embitter  every  moment  of  my  future  life.  But  I  am 
under  no  such  apprehensions.  A  country,  rescued  by 
their  arms  from  impending  ruin,  will  never  leave 
unpaid  the  debt  of  gratitude. 

Should  any  intemperate  or  improper  warmth  have 
mingled  Itself  amongst  the  foregoing  obser^'ations,  I 
must  entreat  your  Excellency  and  Congress,  it  maybe 
attributed  to  the  effusion  of  an  honest  zeal  in  the  best 
of  causes,  and  that  my  peculiar  situation  may  be  my 
apology ;  and  I  hope  I  need  not,  on  this  momentous 
occasion,  make  any  new  protestations  of  personal  dis- 
interestedness, having  ever  renounced  for  myself  the 
idea  of  pecuniary  reward.  The  consciousness  of 
having  attempted  faithfully  to  discharge  my  duty,  and 
the  approbation  of  my  Country,  will  be  a  sufficient 
recompense  for  my  services.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  perfect  respect,  &c,' 

'  Raid  (n  Coofptm,  Mkrch  33d.    Rcfoncd  to  OskooJ,   Ulaotl.  Hamilton, 
WotctXl,  mnd  Pcien.    "  It  wat  olneiritilc  thi!  ihc  port  which  the  GrncTfil  hftd 
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TO  JOSEPH  JONES,    IN  CONGRESS. 

N'EWBuito,  \t  Hudi,  17B3. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  storm,  which  seemed  to  be  gathering  with  un- 
favorable prognostics  when  I  wrote  to  you  la^t.  is 
dispersed,  and  we  are  again  In  a  state  of  tranquillity. 
But  do  not,  my  dear  Sir,  suffer  this  appearance  of 
tranquillity  to  relax  your  endeavors  to  bring  the  re- 
quests of  the  army  to  an  issue.  Believe  me,  the 
officers  are  too  much  pressed  by  their  present  wants, 
and  rendered  too  sore  by  the  recollection  of  their 
past  sufferings,  to  be  touched  much  longer  upon  the 
string  of  forbearance,  in  matters  wherein  they  can 
see  no  cause  for  delay ;  nor  would  1  have  further 
reliance  placed  upon  any  influence  of  mine  to  dispel 
other  clouds,  if  any  should  arise  from  the  causes  of 
the  last. 

By  my  official  Letter  to  Congress,  and  the  Papers 
enclosed  in  it,  you  will  have  a  full  view  of  my  assur* 
ances  to,  and  the  expectations  of,  the  army  ;  and  I 
persuade  myself,  that  the  well-wishers  to  both  and  of 
their  Country  will  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost  to 
eradicate  the  Seeds  of  distrust,  and  give  every  satis* 
faction  that  justice  requires,  and  the  means  which 
Congress  possess  will  enable  them  to  do. 

In  a  former  letter  I  observed  to  you,  that  a  liquida- 
tion of  accts,,  in  order  that  the  ballances  might  be 
ascertained,  is  the  great  object  of  the  army  ;  and  cer- 

(oiind  it  necawsry,  and  Uiousbt  it  bit  duty,  t»  Uke,  would  ciT«  birth  ta  evMli 
mncli  more  scriaiu,  if  ihey  ihould  nai  be  olnriated  by  the  calalilialiincnt  ufauch 
fuiidt  *a  the  (Jmieral.  &i  well  u  the  umjr,  had  decUicd  la  be  nccnury." 
—AfaditVM  Paptn,  i.,  404, 
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tainly  nothing  can  be  more  reasonable.  To  have 
these  ballanccs  discharged  at  this  or  in  any  short 
lime,  however  desirable,  they  know  is  impracticable, 
and  do  not  expect  it ;  although  in  the  mean  time 
they  must  labor  under  the  pressure  of  these  suffer- 
ings, which  is  fell  more  sensibly  by  a  comparison  of 
circumstances. 

The  situation  of  these  Gentlemen  merits  the  atten- 
tion of  every  thinking  and  grateful  mind.  As  officers, 
they  have  been  obUgtd  to  dress  and  appear  in  char- 
acter, to  effect  which  they  have  been  obliged  to  an- 
ticipate their  pay.  or  participate  their  Estates.  By 
the  former,  debts  have  been  contracted  ;  by  the  lat- 
ter, their  patrimony  is  injured.  To  disband  men, 
therefore,  under  these  circumstances,  before  their 
accts.  are  liquidated  and  the  ballances  ascertained, 
would  be  to  set  open  the  doors  of  the  Goals,  and 
then  to  shut  them  upon  seven  years  of  faithful  and 
painful  services.  Under  any  circumstances,  which 
the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit,  they  must  be  con- 
siderable sufferers ;  because  necessity  will  compel 
them  to  part  with  their  certificates  for  whatever  they 
will  fetch,  to  avoid  the  evil  I  have  mentioned  above  ; 
and  how  much  this  will  place  them  in  the  hands  of 
unfeeling,  avaracious  speculators,  a  reciirrence  to  past 
experience  will  sufificiently  prove. 

It  may  be  said  by  those,  who  have  no  disposition 
to  compensate  the  Services  of  the  army,  that  the 
officers  have  too  much  penetration  to  place  depen- 
dence (in  any  alternative),  upon  the  strength  of  their 
own  arm.     I  will  readily  concede  to  these  gentlemen, 
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that  no  good  could  result  from  such  an  attempt ;  but 
I  hope  they  will  be  equally  candid  in  acknowledging, 
that  much  mischief  may  flow  from  it ;  and  that  noth- 
ing is  too  extravagant  to  expect  from  men.  who  con- 
ceive they  are  ungratefully  and  unjustly  dealt  by ; 
especially  too.  if  they  can  suppose  that  characters  are 
not  wanting  to  foment  every  passion,  which  leads  to 
discord,  and  that  there  are— but  time  shall  reveal 
the  rest. 

Let  it  suffice,  that  the  very  attempt  wd.  imply  a 
want  of  justice,  and  fix  an  indelible  stain  upon  our 
national  character  ;  as  the  whole  world,  as  well  from 
the  enemy's  publications  (without  any  intention  to 
serve  us),  as  our  own,  must  be  strongly  impressed 
with  the  sufferings  of  this  army  from  hunger,  cold, 
and  nakedness,  in  almost  every  stage  of  the  war. 
Very  sincerely  and  affectionately.  I  am,  &c. 


TO  THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Kead-Qvaktkrs,  19  March,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  Excellency's 
favor  of  the  1 2th  instant,  and  to  thank  you  most  sin- 
cerely for  the  intelligence  you  were  pleased  to  com- 
municate.'    The  articles  of  treaty  between  America 

'  The  packet  Washington,  cumin uidei.)  \y$  Cnptuii  B*ni«)r,  which  uuled  frooi 
L'OHcDl  on  ihe  17th  of  Janunry,  arrive<l  in  PhtUdelphia  oa  Ihe  morning  of  the 
lath  u{  Maicb,  and  broufhl  tlic  news  of  itic  prtHminary  artitUi  cf ftmet  be- 
iweoi  Great  Bniain  and  the  United  Placet  hnvinj;  Iicra  tJK'i'il  ^^  ill*  COmmic- 
■i-oncn  at  Paris  on  the  joih  <A  November, — Difhmatit  C^fti^ndfue,  t»1.  >., 
r-  "J. 


and  Great  Britain  are  as  full  and  satisfactory  as  we 
have  reason  to  expect ;  but,  from  the  connexion  in 
which  they  stand  with  a  general  pacification,  they  are 
ver)'  inconclusive  and  contingent.  From  this  circum- 
stance, compared  with  such  other  intelligence  as  I 
have  been  able  to  collect,  I  must  confess,  I  have  my 
fears  that  we  shall  be  obliged  to  worry  through  an- 
other campaign  before  we  arrive  at  that  happy  period, 
which  is  to  crown  all  our  toils. 

Any  intelligence  from  your  Excellency  will  at  all 
times  be  very  agreeable  to  me.  But,  should  it  be  in 
your  power  to  announce  a  general  peace,  you  could 
not  make  me  more  happy  than  in  the  communication 
of  such  an  event.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO    LUND    WASHINGTON. 

Nkwruik;.  14  Mardi,  17B}. 

Dear  Lund, 

I  did  not  write  to  you  by  the  last  post.  I  was  too 
much  engaged  at  the  time,  in  counteracting  a  most 
insidious  attempt  to  disturb  the  repose  of  the  army, 
and  sow  the  seeds  of  discord  between  the  civil  and 
military  powers  of  the  continent,  to  attend  to  small 
matters.  The  author  of  this  attempt,  whoever  he 
may  be.  is  yet  behind  the  curtain  ;  and  as  conjectures 
might  be  wrong,  I  shall  be  silent  at  present.  The 
good  sense,  the  virtue  and  patient  forbearance  of  the 
army  on  this,  as  upon  every  other  trying  occasion 
which  has  happened  to  call  them  into  action,  has  again 
triumphed ;   and   appeared   with    more   lustre   than 
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ever.  But  if  the  States  will  not  furnish  the  supplies 
required  by  Congress,  thereby  enabling-  the  Superin- 
tcndant  of  Finance  to  feed,  clothe,  and  pay  the  army, 
if  they  suppose  the  war  can  be  carried  on  without 
money,  or  that  money  can  be  borrowed  without  per- 
manent funds  to  pay  the  interest  of  it;  if  they  have^ 
no  regard  to  justice,  because  it  is  attended  with  ex* 
pence;  if  gratitude  to  men,  who  have  rescued  them 
from  the  jaws  of  danger  and  brought  them  to  the 
haven  of  Independence  and  Peace,  Is  to  subside,  as 
danger  is  removed ;  if  the  sufferings  of  the  army, 
who  have  borne  and  forborne  more  than  any  other 
class  of  men  in  the  United  States,  expending  their 
health,  and  many  of  them  their  all,  in  an  unremitted 
service  of  near  eight  years  in  the  field;  encountering 
hunger,  cold  and  nakedness,  are  to  be  forgotten  ;  if 
it  is  presumed  there  is  no  bounds  to  the  patience  of 
the  army ;  or  that  when  peace  takes  place,  their 
claims  for  pay  due,  and  rewards  promised  may  die 
with  the  military  non-existence  of  its  member — if 
such,  I  say,  should  be  the  sentiments  of  the  States.^ 
and  that  their  conduct,  or  the  conduct  of  some,  dof 
but  too  well  warrant  the  conclusion,  well  may  anothei 
anonymous  addresser  step  forward,  and  with  more 
effect  than  the  last  did,  say  with  him,  "  You  have 
arms  in  your  hands ;  do  justice  to  yourselves,  and 
never  sheath  the  sword,  till  you  have  obtained  it." 
How  far  men  who  labor  under  the  pressure  of  ac- 
cumulated distress,  and  arc  irritated  by  a  belief  that 
they  are  treated  with  neglect,  ingratitude  and  injus- 
tice in  the  extreme  might  be  worked  upon  by  design* 
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ing  men,  is  worthy  of  very  serious  consideration. 
But  justice,  policy,  yea  common  sense  must  tell  every 
man  that  the  creditors  of  the  continent  cannot  re- 
ceive payments  unless  funds  are  provided  for  it,  and 
that  our  national  character,  if  these  are  much  longer 
neglected,  must  be  stamped  with  indelible  infamy 
in  every  nation  of  the  world  where  the  fact  is  known. 


TO    ROBERT    R.    LIVINGSTON. 

■9  M«rcb,  178], 

Deak  Sir, 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  letter  of  the 
I3th  and  for  the  enclosures — the  early  communication 
of  such  important  occurrances  rendered  the  favor 
doubly  acceptable.  Would  to  God  the  articles  for  a 
general  pacification  were  as  well  advanced  as  those. 
between  America  and  Great  Britain  ;  but  1  am  not 
without  fears  that  that  event  is  at  a  greater  dis- 
tance than  the  sanguine  ones  imagine. 

The  policy  of  G.  Britain  now,  if  1  have  formed  a 
right  judgment,  is  to  sooth  America  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, in  order  to  weaken  the  bond  and  make  her 
uneasy  under  the  Alliance,  if  the  policy,  or  situation 
of  France  with  respect  to  the  other  Heligerenl  pow- 
ers renders  it  necessary  to  continue  the  war  another 
Campaign.  This,  or  some  mancenvre,  which  may  be 
performed  with  safety  during  the  equipment  of  the 
Fleet  at  Cadiz  must,  undoubtedly,  be  the  cause  of 
the  present  procrastination  of  the  negociations  at 
Paris.    What  the  final  issue  may  be  Heaven  knows — 
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Such  an  avidity  appears  among  our  People  to  make 
money,  and  so  feeble  the  Reins  of  Government  (where 
there  is  an  attempt  to  use  them)  to  restrain  the 
ilHcit  and  pernicious  inccrccurse  of  Trade  with  the 
enemy  at  New  York,  that  the  fence  between  them 
and  us  is  entirely  broken  down,  and  nothing  but  an 
Army  quite  sufifictent  to  form  a  close  investiture  of 
that  place  can  repair  it.  Five  such  armies  as  I  have 
would  be  incompetent,  employed  in  any  other  way. 
The  boats  which  have  been  Commissioned  to  ob- 
struct this  trade,  are  instrumental  in  carrying  it  on, 
and  have  been  caught  in  the  act  as  many  other 
Trading  parties  also  have  been  by  the  Guards  and 
patroles  I  keep  for  this  purpose.  But  it  avails  noth- 
ing.  By  Hook  or  by  Crook  they  arc  certain  of 
acquittal.  In  truth  I  am  quite  discouraged,  and  have 
scarce  any  thing  left  but  lamentation  for  the  want 
[of  1  virtue  and  dcpravit)'  of  vay  Countrymen.  •   *  • 


TO    GOVERNOR    BENJAMIN    HARRtSON. 

Nkwauxc,  19  Much,  178). 

Dkah  Sik. 

About  the  first  of  this  month  I  wrote  you  a  long 
letter.  I  touched  upon  the  state  of  the  army,  the 
situation  of  public  creditors,  and  wished  to  know  from 
you  as  a  friend,  what  causes  had  induced  the  Assem- 
bly of  Virginia  to  withdraw  their  assent  to  the  Impost 
Law,  and  how  the  Continental  creditors  (without 
adequate  funds)  were  to  come  at  or  obtain  security 
for  their  money.     I  little  expected  at  the  time  of 
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writing  that  letter,  that  we  were  on  the  eve  of  an 
important  crisis  to  this  army,  when  the  touchstone 
of  discord  was  to  be  applied,  and  the  virtue  of  its 
members  to  undergo  the  severest  trial. 

You  have  not  been  altogether  unacquainted,  I  dare 
say.  with  the  fears,  the  hopes,  the  apprehensions,  and 
the  expectations  of  the  army,  relatively  to  the  pro- 
vision, which  Is  to  be  made  for  them  hereafter.  A!- 
tho'  a  firm  reliance  on  the  integrity  of  Congress,  and 
a  belief  that  the  Public  would  finally  do  justice  to  all 
its  Servants  and  give  an  Indisputable  security  for  the 
payment  of  the  half-pay  of  the  officers,  had  kept  them 
amidst  a  variety  of  sufferings  tolerably  quiet  and  con- 
tented for  two  or  three  years  past ;  yet  the  total  Want 
of  pay,  the  little  prospect  of  receiving  any  from  the 
unpromising  state  of  the  public  finances,  and  the  abso- 
lute aversion  of  the  States  to  establish  any  Continental 
funds  for  the  payment  of  the  Debt  due  to  the  army, 
did  at  the  close  of  the  last  Campaign  excite  greater 
discontents,  and  threaten  more  serious  and  alarming 
consequences,  than  it  is  easy  for  me  to  describe  or  you 
to  conceive.  Happily  for  us,  the  officers  of  highest 
rank  and  greatest  consideration  interposed  ;  and  it 
was  determined  to  address  Congress  in  an  humble, 
pathetic,  and  explicit  manner. 

While  the  Sovereign  Power  appeared  perfectly  well 
disposed  to  do  justice,  it  was  discovered  that  the  Stales 
would  enable  them  to  do  nothing  ;  and  in  this  state 
of  affairs,  and  after  some  time  spent  on  the  business 
in  Philadelphia,  a  Report  was  made  by  the  Oelegatcs 
of  the  army,  giving  a  detail  of  the  proceedings.     Be- 
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fore  this  could  be  communicated  to  the  Troops,  while 
the  minds  of  all  were  in  a  peculiar  state  of  inquietude 
and  irritation,  an  anonymous  writer,  who  the'  he  did 
nol  boldly  step  forth  and  give  his  name  to  the  world, 
sent  into  circulation  an  address  to  the  o6liccrs  of  the 
J^>l  army,  which,  in  point  of  composition,  in  elegance  and 
force  of  expression,  has  rarely  been  equalled  in  the 
English  Language,  and  in  which  the  dreadful  alterna- 
tive was  proposed,  of  relinquishing  the  Service  in  a 
body,  in  case  the  war  continued,  or  retaining  their 
arms  in  case  of  peace,  until  Congress  should  comply 
with  all  their  demands.  At  the  same  time,  seizing 
the  moment  when  the  minds  were  inflamed  by  the  most 
pathetic  representations,  a  General  meeting  of  the 
officers  was  summoned  by  another  anonymous 
production. 

It  is  impossible  to  say  what  would  have  been  the 
consequence,  had  the  author  succeeded  in  his  first 
plans.  But,  measures  having  been  taken  to  postpone 
the  meeting,  so  as  to  give  time  for  cool  reflection  and 
counteraction,  the  good  sense  of  the  officers  has  ter- 
minated this  afifair  in  a  manner,  which  reflects  the 
greatest  glor>'  on  themselves,  and  demands  the  highest 
expressions  of  gratitude  from  their  Country. 

The  Proceedings  have  been  reported  to  Congress, 
and  will  probably  be  published  for  the  satisfaction  of 
the  good  people  of  these  United  States.  In  the  mean 
time  I  thought  it  necessary  to  give  you  these  par- 
ticulars, principally  with  a  design  to  communicate  to 
you  without  reserve  my  opinion  on  this  interesting 
subject.  For,  notwithstanding  the  storm  has  now 
passed  over,   notwithstanding   the  officers  have  in 
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despite  of  their  accumulated  sufferings  given  the 
most  unequivocal  and  exalted  proofs  of  Patriotism, 
yet  I  believe,  unless  justice  shall  be  done,  and  funds 
effectually  provided  for  the  payment  of  the  Debt,  the 
most  deplorable  and  ruinous  consequences  may  be 
apprehended.  Justice,  honor,  gratitude,  policy,  every 
thing  is  opposed  to  the  conduct  of  driving  men  to 
despair  of  obtaining  their  just  rights,  after  serving 
Seven  years  a  painful  life  in  the  Field.  1  say  in  the 
Fitld,  because  they  have  not  during  that  period  had 
any  thing  to  shelter  them  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
seasons  but  Tents  and  such  Houses  as  they  could 
build  for  themselves. 

Convinced  of  this,  and  actuated  as  I  am,  not  by 
private  and  Interested  motives,  but  by  a  sense  of  duty, 
a  love  of  justice,  and  all  the  feelings  of  gratitude 
towards  a  body  of  men.  who  have  meriteti  infinitely 
well  of  their  Country.  I  can  never  conceal  or  suppress 
my  Sentiments.  1  cannot  cease  to  exert  all  the  abili- 
ties I  am  possessed  of.  to  show  the  evil  tendency  of  pro- 
crastinated justice,  for  I  will  not  suppose  it  is  intended 
ultimately  to  withhold  it,  nor  fail  to  urge  the  Establish- 
ment of  such  adequate  and  permanent  funds,  as  will 
enable  Congress  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  public 
Debt,  on  such  principles  as  will  preserve  the  national 
faith,  give  satisfaction  to  the  army  and  tranquillity  to 
the  Public.  With  great  esteem  and  regard,  I  am, 
&C. 

P.  S.  The  author  of  the  Anonymous  Address  is 
yet  behind  the  curtain  ;  and,  as  conjecture  may  be 
grounded  on  error,  I  will  not  announce  mine  at 
present. 
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TO   THE    MARQUIS    DF.    LAFAVETTE. 

IIKAIM^UARTKRS.  NKU'BnilC. 

My  Dear  Marquis,  '3  Mwth,  r?*?. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  honor  of  your  favors 
of  the  [4th  &  24th  of  October  and  4th  of  Deer. ; — 
to  thank  you  for  the  warm  and  affectionate  expres- 
sion of  them  ; — and  to  congratulate  you  and  Madame 
La  Fayette  on  the  birth  of  a  daughter.  Virginia, 
I  am  persuaded,  will  be  pleased  with  the  compliment 
of  the  name  ;  and  I  pray  as  a  member  of  it  she  may 
live  to  be  a  blessing  to  her  Parents. 

It  would  seem  that,  none  of  my  Letters  (except 
one  by  Colonel  Gimat)  had  reached  you  when  you 
last  wrote.  1  do  not  know  how  to  account  for  this. 
My  last  letter  to  you  went  by  the  Chcvr.  ChastcUux. 
which  could  not  have  arrived  ;  the  others  were  com- 
mitted to  the  care  either  of  ye  Chevr.  de  la  Luzerne, 
or  our  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  at  Philadelphia, 
to  be  forwarded  by  such  conveyances  as  might  offer. 

I  am  fully  persuaded,  my  dear  Marquis,  of  your 
zeal  in  the  American  Cause.  1  am  sure  you  adopted 
the  plan  you  are  now  in  the  execution  of  as  the  most 
likely,  tho'  a  Httlc  circuitous,  to  serve  it — and  I  shall 
express  to  Congress,  who  1  know  have  an  exalted 
opinion  of  your  zeal,  abilities,  and  faithful  Services, 
my  entire  approbation  of  your  conduct,  and  the  purity 
of  the  motives  which  gave  rise  to  it  Your  pursuit 
after  honor  and  glory  will  be  accompanied  by  my 
warmest  wishes,  and  you  have  my  sincerest  congratu- 
lations in  your  promotion,  and  command  in  the  I'rench 
Army, 
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As  it  is  your  wish,  I  have  given  Colo.  Gouvion  my 
con^nt  to  meet  you  at  the  rendezvous  appointed 
him.  He  sets  out  with  all  the  alacrit>*  of  a  friend  to 
attend  it.  You  must  receive  him  as  a  precious  loan, 
because  I  esteem  and  vaUie  him  and  because  it  is  to 
you  only  1  would  part  with  him.  I  should  be  happy, 
if  I  could  speak  decidedly  upon  any  plan  of  operation 
on  the  American  theatre  in  which  the  Naval  and  Land 
forces  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  could  be  com- 
bined. But  such  is  the  State  of  our  finances,  such 
the  backwardness  of  the  States  to  Establish  funds, 
and  such  the  distress  of  the  Army  for  want  of  them, 
that  1  dare  give  no  pointed  assurances  of  effectual  co- 
operation lest  I  should,  unintentionally,  be  guilty  of 
deception — especially  as  my  estimates  and  sentiments 
respecting  the  ensuing  Campaign,  are  now  pending 
before  Congress  for  decision. 

Last  year,  while  1  had  the  prospect  of  a  vigorous 
campaign  before  me  (founded  on  the  hope  of  succors 
from  your  Court)  1  took  a  comprehensive  view  of  the 
Enemy's  situation,  and  our  own,  arranged  the  whole 
under  different  heads,  and  digested  plans  of  attack 
applicable  to  each.  This  I  have  put  into  the  hands 
of  Colo.  Gouvion  to  copy  for  you ;  and  with  the 
alterations  occasioned  by  the  change  of  circumstances, 
and  such  other  information  as  you  will  receive  from 
this  Letter,  and  from  him,  will  enable  you  to  judge  as 
fuliy  as  I  can  do  (in  my  present  state  of  incertitude) 
what  can  be  attempted  with  such  a  force  as  you  can 
bring  at  either  of  the  places  mentioned  therein. 

No  requisitions  by  Congress,  have   yet  been  made 
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of  the  States  for  men.  Whether  this  proceeds  from 
the  present  state  of  the  public  funds,  and  httle  pros- 
pect of  bettering  them,  or  the  hope  of  Peace  ;  or  partly 
from  IxJth,  does  not  lye  with  me  to  decide.  But  so 
the  fact  is.  So  far  indeed  were  they  from  requiring 
men  to  recruit  the  Battalions  of  last  year,  thatseveral 
of  them  have  been  reduced,  and  the  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  incorporated  in  their  respective 
State  lines.  This  however  has  no  otherwise  reduced 
our  efficient  force  than  by  the  diminution  of  Commis- 
sioned officers ;  but  all  Corps,  that  are  not  fed  with 
recruits,  must  dwindle,  from  the  deaths,  desertions, 
and  discharges  incident  to  them — the  last  of  which 
you  well  know,  operates  more  powerfully  in  our  army 
than  most  others.  Our  present  force,  tho  small  in 
numbers,  is  excellent  in  composition,  and  may  be 
depended  upon  as  far  as  the  first  are  competent 
About  June  the  total  t>i  this  Army  exclusive  of  Com- 
missioned  ofificers,  may  be  computed  at  9,000,  and  by 
October  it  will  have  deceased  near  1,000  men,  by  the 
discharge  of  .so  many  whose  term  of  service  will  have 
expired, 

I  am  impressed  with  a  belief  that  nc  Militia  could 
be  drawn  out  previous  to  the  arrival  of  a  French  fleet, 
and  I-and  force  on  the  Coast.  I  am  not  sangvine 
that  many  could  be  had  afterwards,  but  certain  it 
is.  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  subsisting  and 
providing  for  them,  if  it  should  be  found  necessary  to 
call  for  their  aid.  Hence  it  appears,  that  little  or  no 
dependence  is  to  be  placed  on  any  other  Troops  than 
the  Continentals  of  this  army.     These  would  require 
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very  little  previous  notice  for  an  operation  against  New 
York,  which  is  the  only  Post  of  importance  the  enemy 
have  within  the  United  States,  and  indeed  the  only 
one  against  which  they  could  move  for  want  of  trans- 
portation, or  the  means  to  obtain  it. 

Penobscot  is  a  secondary*  object  unassailable  but  by 
means  of  a  Naval  Superiority,  with  which  the  place 
might  soon  be  carried  without  the  aid  of  American 
Troops  ;  to  call  for  which  would  spread  the  alarm  and 
waste  time  for  an  unneccssarj-  purpose. 

Motives,  my  dear  Marquis,  of  friendship  and  can- 
dor have  given  birth  to  the  freedom  of  this  communi- 
cation, on  my  part ;  good  sense  and  prudence  will 
point  it  to  proper  objects,  on  yours  ;  and  on  your 
honor  and  discretion  I  can  firmly  rely.  It  only 
remains  for  me  to  add,  for  your  farther  information, 
that  since  May  last  (when  my  thoughts  on  the  plan  of 
Campaign  for  17S2  were  digested  as  they  are  now 
sent  to  you,)  Charles  Town  and  Savanna  having  been 
evacuated,  and  Troops  (Recruits  principally)  having 
arrived  from  Europe  ;  the  Enemies  Posts  have  been 
strengthened  :  New  York,  agreeably  to  the  Estimates 
of  General  Greene  and  Major  Burnett  which  I  enclose, 
by  3,000  men;  Hallifax  and  Canada  from  European 
and  other  accounts  by  the  like  number ;  and  I*enob- 
scot  by  3  or  400  more.  These  being  the  only  changes 
which  have  happened  since  my  statement  of  the 
Enemys  force  in  May  last,  you  will  be  able  to  bring 
the  whole  into  one  view  and  determine  accordingly. 
It  is  reported  that  a  number  (some  say  seven)  British 
Regiments  arc  about  to  Embark  for  the  West  Indies; 
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by  other  accounts  the  whole  are  said  to  be  going 
thither;  but  there  is  not,  I  believe,  any  orders  for 
either  yet  come  to  hand  in  this  mem. — every  thing 
with  them  is  suspended. 

Your  polite  and  friendly  ofTer  to  my  nephew,  claims 
my  grateful  acknowledgements  ; — I  wish  he  was  in  a 
condition  to  avail  himself  of  it. — He  has  been  in 
a  declining  state  of  health  near  12  months — but  was 
something  better  the  last  time  1  heard  from  him. 
McHenry  has  left  the  Military  and  embraced  a  Civil 
walk  of  life;  by  which  Act  he  has  disqualified  him- 
self from  answering  your  purposes.  The  Vessel  you 
gave  us  room  to  expect,  is  not  arrived  ;  but  Gouvion 
will  go  to  Philadelphia  and  seek  a  passage  from 
thence. — He  can  tell  you  more  forcibly  than  I  can 
express  it  how  much  we  all  love  and  wish  to  embrace 
you.  When,  how,  or  where  this  will  happen  you 
best  can  tell.  For  myself  particularly,  I  hope  it  is 
unnecessary  to  repeat  to  you  that  whether  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war,  or  after  the  olive  branch 
shall  have  extended  itself  over  this  land  (for  which  I 
most  devoutly  pray)  I  shall  be  happy  to  see  you  on 
Columbia's  shore. — ^The  Inhabitants  of  my  humble 
Cottage  will  salute  you  with  the  richest  marks  of 
grateful  friendship  wch.  to  a  mind  susceptible  as 
yours  is  will  be  a  greater  feast  than  the  luxuries 
of  the  East,  the  elegancies  of  Europe,  or  the  cere- 
monies of  a  Court,  can  afTord.  Adieu — believe  me 
always 

My  dear  Marquis 

Yrs.  &c 
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TO    THE   CHEVALIER    DE    LA    LUZERNE. 
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The  news  of  a  general  peace,  which  your  Excel- 
lency has  been  so  good  as  to  announce  to  me,  has 
filled  my  mind  with  inexpressible  satisfaction  ;  and 
permit  me  to  add,  that  the  joy  I  feel  on  this  great 
event  is  doubly  enhanced  by  the  very  obliging  man- 
ner in  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  express  your 
congratulations  to  me  and  to  the  army  on  this  happy 
occasion.' 

The  part  your  Excellency  has  acted  in  the  cause 
of  America,  and  the  great  and  benevolent  share  you 
have  taken  in  the  establishment  of  her  independence, 
are  deeply  impressed  in  my  mind,  and  will  not  be  ef- 
faced from  my  remembrance,  or  that  of  the  citizens 
of  America.  You  will  accept.  Sir,  my  warmest  ac- 
knowledgments and  congratulations,  with  assurances 
that    I    shall   always   participate,    with    the   highest 

'  Tlw  lint  inletligeticc  of  the  EigniRg  at  %  gtnnvl  trtaly  ef  ftate  it  Parix,  on 
liic  3oUi  of  fanuArjr,  win  brougtil  tu  Amcnca  Ly  the  T'if^fh,  a  Fnnch  armed 
rcu«l,Knl  by  Ijifajretlcfintn  CKuntd'Enlwng'iMiiutdronat Cidix.  linfriTcd 
In  111  Hade  I  ph  in  in  fhs  afternoon  of  lh»  Sjri  of  March.  The  following  Utter 
MM  fcccivctl  \>y  the  rtcMtlciil  of  Congmi  from  ibe  MarquU  de  Lafayette  : 

"  Cadii,  J  Ftbruary,  17(3. 
■■Sll. 

"  Having  been  at  some  pains  lo  engage  avxHcl  to  go  to  rhilodclpbla.  I  now 

find  niyKelf  happily  celiewl  lij'  thp  kiri(lD«u  uf  Coual  d'EsUiuK.     He  U  last 

DOW  pleoxd  to  <cll  me,  thai  h«  will  (tcipA^lch  n  French  nhiji,  and,  bf  way  of 

compliment  on  the  occanon,  he  lias  inaJc  cliaicc  of  the  Triumph.     So  that  I 

am  not  wlihoul  hopes  of  giving  Congress  ihr  lint  liding^  of  a  geneni  peace  ; 

and  I  am  kapp;  in  the  imallot  opporiunity  of  doioK  an;  thing,  thai  may  prove 

agre«Bbie  10  Ancrica. 

"  I  hav«  the  honor  to  be,  &C. 

■•  I^MTrrrfc" 
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pleasure,  in  every  event,  which  contributes  to  your 
happiness  and  satisfaction. 

The  articles  of  the  general  treat)'  do  not  appear  so 
favorable  to  France,  in  point  of  territorial  acquisi- 
tions, as  they  do  to  the  other  powers.  But  the 
maj^nanimous  and  disinterested  scale  of  action,  wliich 
that  great  nation  has  exhibited  lo  the  world  during 
this  war.  and  at  the  conclusion  of  peace,  will  insure 
to  the  King  and  nation  that  reputation,  which  will 
be  of  more  consequence  to  them  than  every  other 
consideration. 

Mrs.  Washington  begs  your  Excellency  to  accept 
her  sincerest  thanks  for  the  joy  you  have  communi- 
cated to  her,  and  to  receive  a  return  of  her  congratu- 
lations on  this  most  happy  of  all  events. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c.' 


TO    ROBERT    R.    LIVINGSTON. 

HKAD  Q1.-AKTRR*.  3q  Mardi.  iT%i. 
MV   DEAR  S[R, 

Your  obliging  Letter  of  the  24  was  delivered  me 
the  day  before  Yesterday,  and  accompanied  the  ac- 
count of  a  General  Peace  having  been  concluded  in 
Europe  on  the  20  of  January  last — Most  sincerely  do 
I  accept  your  Congratulations  on  the  happy  event 

'  "VoHir  Excdlirnrywillpcimil  mc,  wilhlhemmllivrly  «cii(.itiontolgrali(ude 
•ad  pleasure,  lo  return  you  m^  wanuctl  thanlcN  (or  the  commmiicalioa,  which 
jiou  have  been  pleased  to  make  10  mc  and  lo  the  army,  of  the  glorious  newt  of 
a  general  peace  :  nn  evert,  which  cnnnal  fail  to  diffuse  a  cenenl  joy  through- 
out the  United  Slates  but  to  none  of  their  dluctiB  more  than  to  the  ofliccn 
and  doldicn,  who  now  conipoxc  the  urny.     ll  is  imjKBcublc  lor  me  lo  exprew 
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•which  has  already  dlfTused  a  Central  Joy  thro"  every 
class  of  Feople  and  to  none  more  than  to  the  Army — 
It  will  now  be  our  own  fault*;  if  we  do  not  enjoy  that 
happiness  which  we  have  flattered  ourselves  this 
Event  would  bring.  To  see  such  Measures  taken  as 
will  ensure  this,  is  all  that  remains  for  me  to  wish — 
I  shali  then  enjoy  in  the  bosom  of  my  family  a 
felicity  that  will  amply  repay  every  care. 

In  a  letter  I  received  by  the  Cutter  from  the 
Marqs.  De  la  Fayette  dated  Cadiz,  Keby.  5th,  is  this 
passage : 

*•  Iiidc|ieodcni  of  my  public  leuer  to  Mr.  Livingston,  there  ia  a 
private  one  which  he  will  also  coiqit iinicate. — Amongst  the 
many  favors  T  hav«  rec<ivr<l,  I  would  take  it  as  a  most  flatlcring 
circumstance  in  my  life  to  be  sent  to  England  with  the  rati(ica> 
don  of  the  American  Treaty — you  know  it  is  but  an  honorary 
CommisMon,  that  would  require  the  attendance  of  a  few  weeks, 
and  if  any  Scdcntar)-  Minister  i»  ecnt,  I  should  have  the  pleasure 
of  introducing  him— this  my  dear  GoneTal  is  entirely  con- 
fidential." 

From  hence  1  suppose  it  is  necessary  for  Congress 
to  ratifie  the  treaty  of  Peace  entered  into  by  their 
Commissioners  at  Paris,  to  give  it  the  form  and 
solemnity  which  Is  essential  to  such  a  work,  and  that 
the  Marqs.  wishes  for  the  honor  of  putting  the  last 
hand  to  this  business  by  being  the  bearer  of  the 
Ratification.     How  far  it  is  consistent  with  our  Na- 


tbe  )oy,  with  whicli  I  beg  youi  EKCellencjr  to  aci.'e|n  a  return  of  my  linccreit 
Coapstalatinnt  nn  ihU  hsppietl  aI  evcntt.  The  roniimilittinn  of  the  hAlf-pajr, 
■ii<t  ibc  inc4Nurr9  ailnp[«il  for  ilic  li<|U)dnliDn  nf  tlieir  accounts,  will  ^ve  ^rcol 
tntiffaclion  to  iht  armf  ;  *n(l  will  pnivc  nn  aJdiiional  tt«  lo  flrrngilicn  ihm 
<«nfidcnc«  in  the  jiMticc  uiil  benevolent  inicnlion i. of  Coiij;rc«  towards  them." 
—  Waikingtim  l»tAr  Prr>id<nt  ef  Ctngrttt.  30  Manrh,  1783. 
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tional  honor,  how  far  motives  of  policy  make  for  or 
against  sending  a  foreigner  with  it,  or  how  far  such  a 
measure  might  disappoint  the  expectation  of  others,  I 
pretend  not  to  determine,  but  if  there  Is  no  impro- 
priety, or  injustice  in  it,  I  should  hope  that  Congress 
would  feel  a  pleasure  in  gratifying  Che  wishes  of  a 
man  who  has  been  such  a  zcatous  laborer  in  the 
cause  of  this  Country.  Whether  the  above  paragraph 
was  only  meant  to  bring  me  acquainted  with  what  he 
had  done;  or  that  1  might  second  his  views,  I  know 
not, — therefore  notwithstanding  the  injunction  I  have 
given  these  sentiments.'     •    ♦    •     i  ^^^  ^^^ 


TO  COLONEL  BLANU. 

Head  Quartcks,  3111  Marah.  176}. 
SiK, 

The  Article  in  the  provisional  Treaty  respecting 
Negroes,  which  you  mention  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton. 
had  escaped  my  Notice,  but  upon  a  recurrence  to  the 
Treaty,  I  find  it  as  you  have  stated.  I  have  there- 
fore tho't  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  send  in  your  Letter 
to  Sir  Guy,  and  have  accordingly  done  it. 

Altho  1  have  several  Servants  in  like  predicament 
with  yours,  I  have  not  yet  made  any  attempt  for  their 
recovery. 

Sir  Guy  Carlcton's  reply  to  you  will  decide  upon 
the  propriety  or  expediency  of  any  pursuit  to  obtain 

*  Livingsioo  raiKd  mcm  objccdoD,  and  on  tbe  ttith  «!  April  Wubingloo 
wrule  thnl  while  (here  wu  no  niui  upon  ««nh  he  had  >  (rrratvr  tncliiiattuii  la 
wrve  th&B  Lafiy«t[c,  hs  "  had  not  >  with  l«  do  it  iii  nuitten  that  iDt«rf<re 
witti.  or  are  rtpugn&nt  tn,  qur  national  policy,  dignity,  or  inlcreii," 


them.  If  that  reply  >ihouid  not  be  transmitted  thro 
my  Hands,  I  will  thank  you  for  a  Communication 
of  it. 

With  much  Regard,  I  am,  &c. 


TO   ALEXANDER   HAMILTON,  IN   CONGRESS. 

Nbwourc,  31  Msreb,  IJ83. 

Dear  Sir, 

1  have  duly  received  your  favors  of  the  17th  and 
24th  ultimo.  I  rejoice  most  exceedingly  that  there 
U  an  end  to  our  warfare,  and  that  such  a  field  is 
opening  to  our  view,  as  will,  with  wisdom  to  direct 
the  cultivation  of  it,  make  us  a  great,  a  respectable, 
and  happy  |>eopIe  ;  but  it  must  be  improved  by  other 
means  than  State  politics,  and  unreasonable  jealousies 
and  prejudices,  or  (it  requires  not  the  second  sight  to 
see  that)  we  shall  be  tnstrumenLs  in  the  hands  of  our 
enemies,  and  those  European  powers,  who  may  be 
jealous  of  our  greatness  in  union,  to  dissolve  the 
confederation.  But,  to  obtain  this,  although  the  way 
seems  extremely  plain,  is  not  so  easy. 

My  wish  to  sec  the  union  of  these  States  estab- 
lished upon  liberal  and  permanent  principles,  and 
inclination  to  contribute  my  mite  in  pointing  out  the 
defects  of  the.  present  constitution,  are  equally  great 
All  my  private  letters  have  teemed  with  these  senti- 
ments, and,  whenever  this  topic  has  been  the  subject 
of  conversation,  I  have  endeavored  to  diffuse  and 
enforce  them  ;  but  how  far  any  further  essay  by  me 
might  be  productive  of  the  wished-for  end,  or  appear 
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to  arrogate  more  than  belongs  to  me.  depends  so 
much  upon  popular  opinions,  and  the  temper  and  dis- 
positions of  the  people,  that  it  is  not  easy  to  decide. 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  you,  however,  for  the  thoughts, 
which  you  promised  me  on  this  subject,  and  as  soon 
as  you  can  make  it  convenient. 

No  man  in  the  United  States  is  or  can  be  more 
deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  a  reform  in 
our  present  confederation  than  myself.  No  man 
perhaps  has  felt  the  bad  effects  of  it  more  sensibly ; 
for  to  the  defects  thereof,  and  want  of  powers  in  Con- 
gress, may  justly  be  ascribed  the  prolongation  of  the 
war,  and  consequently  the  expenses  occasioned  by  It. 
More  than  half  the  perplexities  I  have  experienced  in 
the  course  of  my  command,  and  almost  the  whole  of 
the  difficulties  and  distress  of  the  army,  have  their 
origin  here.  But  still,  the  prejudices  of  some,  the 
designs  of  others,  and  the  mere  machinery  of  the 
majority,  make  address  and  management  necessarj^  to 
give  weight  to  opinions,  which  are  to  combat  the  doc- 
trines of  those  different  classes  of  men  in  the  field  of 
politics. 

I  would  have  been  more  full  on  this  subject,  but 
the  bearer  (In  the  clothing  department)  is  waiting.  I 
wish  you  may  understand  what  I  have  written.  I 
am,  etc' 


I 


"*  You  will  give  the  highest  credit  la  my  MnMrity  ivIicm  I  btigyou  t«  Kcept 
my  wftrtnckl  vangratulnliDm  qr  ihiii  i;lori«iix  Knd  IiAppy  CvcDt  [pcACc]-— en 
event  which  crowns  all  our  Ubon,  and  will  sweeten  (he  toiU  which  we  have 
extt«ri«acecl  In  the  counc  of  eighl  jc4»  diurcsung  «-&(.  Tb«  xna,y  here 
aiiivrtMlIjr  pariicipaic  in  ihc  general  Joy  which  lliis  event  hu  difTuoed,  an<) 
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TO  THEODORICK    BLANO. 

NxwnvKC,  4  April,  r78]. 

>EAR  Sir. 

On  Sunday  la^t  the  Baron  de  Steuben  handed  me 
your  obliging  favor  of  the  22d  of  March.  Permit 
me  to  offer  you  my  unfeigned  thanks  for  the  clear 
and  candid  opinions  which  you  have  given  me  of 
European  politics.  Your  reasonings  upon  the  con- 
duct of  the  different  Powers  at  War  would  have  ap- 
peared conclusive,  had  not  the  happy  event  which  has 
been  since  announced  to  us.  and  on  which  I  most  sin- 
cerely congratulate  you,  proved  how  well  they  were 
founded.  Peace  has  given  rest  to  speculative  opinions 
respecting  the  time  and  terms  of  it.  The  first  has 
come  as  soon  as  we  could  well  have  expected  it  under 
the  disadvantages  which  we  labored  ;  and  the  latter 
is  abundantly  satisfactory. 

It  is  now  the  bounden  duty  of  cvcrj'  one  to  make 
the  blessings  thereof  as  diffusive  as  possible.  Noth- 
ing would  so  effectually  bring  this  to  pass  as  the  re- 
moval of  those  local  prejudices  which  intrude  upon 
and  embarass  that  great  line  of  policy  which  alone 
can  make  us  a  free,  happy  and  powerful  People.  Un- 
less our  Union  can  be  6xed  upon  such  a  basis  as  to 


Iran  (Us  coaudcnttion,  toEclher  with  die  Utc  molutiona  of  Coiicreo*,  Tor  iha 
GoatniitlatioN  of  the  hall  pay,  giid  fur  a  llijiiiclalian  o(  all  Ihtir  ■ccouiiit,  tlicir 
viixlt  we*  lillcil  with  the  highost  ut»(Mt)on.  I  un  n»c  you  w-ill  join  with  me 
in  lhi>  additional  occaidan  of  jojr, 

*'  Ii  remains  onljr  lot  the  Sintet  to  b«  wIm,  and  to  etinklish  lh«ir  indeptn- 
dvncc  on  lh«  buit  of  an  inviolable,  cHicaciou  union,  and  a  linn  confcdcntion, 
which  may  prevent  ihcit  being  made  lh«  ipoit  of  European  policy.  May 
beiien  give  Ihcta  wiwiom  lo  adopt  the  EncatureEaliU  neceuaiy  for  IhU  impo*- 
laai  purpoae."—  Wiukingt^H  ta  MtJar'GrK^raf  Crrenf,  jt  Manh,  1783. 
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accomplish  these,  certain  t  am  we  have  toiled,  bled 
and  spent  our  treasure  to  very  little  purpose. 

We  have:  now  a  National  character  to  establish, 
and  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  stamp  favorable 
impressions  upon  it ;  let  justice  be  then  one  of  its 
characteristics,  and  gratitude  another.  Public  credi- 
tors of  every  denomination  will  be  comprehended  in 
the  first;  the  Army  in  a  particular  manner  will  have 
a  claim  to  the  latter ;  to  say  that  no  distinction  can 
be  made  between  the  claims  of  public  creditors  is  to 
declare  that  there  is  no  difference  in  circumstances : 
or  that  the  services  of  all  men  arc  equally  alike. 
This  Army  is  of  near  eight  years'  standing,  six  of 
which  they  have  spent  in  the  Field  without  any  other 
shelter  from  the  inclemency  of  the  seasons  than 
Tents,  or  such  Houses  as  they  could  build  for  them- 
selves without  expence  to  the  public.  They  have 
encountered  himger.  cold  and  nakedness.  They  have 
fought  many  Battles  and  bled  freely.  They  have 
lived  without  pay,  and  in  consequence  of  it,  officers 
as  well  as  men  have  subsisted  upon  their  Rations. 

They  have  often,  very  often,  been  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  Eating  Salt  Porkc,  or  Beef  not  for  a  day. 
or  a  week  only  but  months  together  without  Vegeta- 
bles or  money  to  buy  them  ;  or  a  cloth  to  wipe  on. 

Many  of  them  to  do  better,  and  to  dress  as  Officers 
have  contracted  heavy  debts  or  spent  their  patri- 
monies. The  first  see  the  Doors  of  Goals  open  to 
receive  them — whilst  those  of  the  latter  are  shut 
against  them.  Is  there  no  discrimination  then — no 
extra  exertion  to  be  made  in  favor  of  men  in  these 


1783] 


GEORGE  WASMINGTOl^. 


»5 


peculiar  circumstances,  in  the  event  of  their  military 
dissolution?  Or,  if  no  worse  cometh  of  it,  are  they 
to  be  turned  adrift  soured  and  discontented,  com- 
plaining of  the  ingratitude  of  their  Countrj-.  and 
under  the  influence  of  these  passions,  to  become  fit 
subjects  for  unfavorable  impressions,  and  unhappy 
dissentions  ?  For  permit  me  to  add.  tho  every  man 
in  the  Army  feels  his  distress — it  is  not  every  one 
that  will  reason  to  the  cause  of  It. 

I  would  not  from  the  observations  here  made,  be 
understood  to  mean  that  Congress  should  (because  I 
know  they  cannot,  nor  does  the  army  expect  it)  pay 
the  full  arrearages  due  to  them  till  Continental  or 
State  funds  are  established  for  the  purpose.  They 
would,  from  what  I  can  learn,  go  home  contented — 
nay — tliankfttl  to  receive  what  I  have  mentioned  in 
a  more  public  letter  of  this  date,  and  in  the  manner 
there  expressed.  And  surely  this  may  be  effected 
with  proper  exertions.  Or  what  possibility  was  there 
of  keeping  the  army  together,  if  the  war  had  con- 
tinued, when  the  victualling,  clothing,  and  other  ex- 
penses of  it  were  to  have  been  added  ?  Another  thing 
Sir,  (as  I  mean  to  be  frank  and  free  in  my  com- 
munications on  this  subject)  I  will  not  conceal  from 
you — it  is  the  dissimilarity  in  the  payments  to  men  in 
Civil  and  Military  life.  The  first  receive  everything 
— the  other  get  nothing  but  bare  subsistence — they 
ask  what  this  is  owing  to  ?  and  reasons  have  been 
assigned,  which,  say  they,  amount  to  this — that  men 
in  Civil  life  have  stronger  passions  and  better  preten- 
sions to  indulge  them,  or  less  virtue  and  regard  for 
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their  Country  than  us, — otherwise,  as  we  are  all  con- 
tending for  the  same  prize  and  equally  interested  in 
the  attainment  of  it,  why  do  we  not  bear  the  burthen 
equally  ? 

These  and  other  comparisons  which  are  unneccs- 
saiy  to  enumerate  give  a  keener  edge  to  their  feelings 
and  contribute  not  a  little  to  sour  their  tempers.  As 
it  is  the  first  wish  of  my  Soul  to  see  the  War  happily 
&  speedily  terminated  ;  and  those  who  are  now  in 
arms,  returned  to  Citizenship  with  good  dispositions, 
t  think  it  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  candor  and  to  friend- 
ship, to  point  you  to  .such  things  as  my  opportunities 
have  given  me  reason  to  believe  will  have  a  tendency 
to  harmony  and  bring  them  to  pass,  t  shall  only  add 
that  with  much  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  &c. 


TO    THEODORICK    Bl.ANO. 
Q  Hbad-Quaxtkhi,  4  April.  1783. 

The  subject  of  your  private  letter  is  so  important 
and  involving  so  many  considerations,  that  I  could 
not  hazard  my  own  opinion  oniy  for  a  Reply.  I  have 
therefore  communicated  its  contents  to  some  of  the 
most  intelligent,  well-informed,  and  confidential 
ofificers,  whose  judgment  I  have  compelled,  and  en- 
deavored to  collect  from  them,  what  is  the  general 
Line  and  Expectation  of  the  Army  at  large  respectg. 
the  points  you  mention — and  as  this  is  meant  to  be 
equally  private  and  confidential  as  yours,  I  shall 
communicate  my  sentiments  to  you  without  reserve, 
and  with  the  most  entire  Freedom. 


The  idea  of  the  officers  in  keeping  the  Array  to- 
gether until  Settlement  of  their  accounts  is  effected, 
and  Funds  istablisiud  for  their  Security,  is  perhaps 
not  so  extensive  as  the  words  of  their  Resolution 
seem  to  intimate.  When  that  Idea  was  first  ex- 
pressed, our  prospects  of  Peace  were  Distant,  and  it 
was  supposed  that  Settlement  and  Funds  might  both 
be  effected  before  a  Dissolution  of  the  Army  would 
probably  take  place.  They  wished  therefore  to  have 
both  done  at  once.  Dut  since  the  Expectation  of 
Peace  is  bro't  so  near,  however  desirable  it  would  be 
to  the  officers,  to  have  their  Ballances  secured  to 
them  upon  sufficient  Funds,  as  well  as  their  Settle- 
ment ascertained,  yet  it  is  not  in  Idea,  that  the  Army 
should  be  held  together  for  the  sole  Purpose  of  en- 
forcing either.  Nor  do  they  suppose  that,  by  such 
Means,  they  could  operate  on  the  Fears  of  the  civil 
power,  or  of  the  people  at  large^ihe  impracticability 
as  well  as  ill  policy  of  such  a  mode  of  Conduct  is 
easily  discoverable  by  every  sensible  Intelligent 
officer.— The  Tho't  is  reprobated  as  ridiculous  and 
inadmissible. 

Tho'  these  are  their  Ideas  on  the  particular  Point 
you  have  mentioned,  yet  they  have  their  Expecta- 
tions and  they  are  of  a  very  serious  Nature  and  will 
require  all  the  Attention  and  consideration  of  Con- 
gress to  gratify  them.  These  \  will  endeavor  to  ex- 
plain with  freedom  and  candor. 

In  the  first  place.  I  fix  it  as  an  indispemiffle  Meas- 
ure, that  previous  to  the  Disbanding  of  the  Army,  all 
their  accounts,  should  be  compleatly  liquidated  and 


settled — and  that  everj'  person  shall  be  ascertained 
of  the  Ballance  due  to  him  ;  and  it  is  equally  essential, 
in  my  opinion,  that  this  Settlement  should  be  effected, 
with  the  Army  in  its  collected  Body,  without  any 
dispersion  of  the  different  Lines  to  their  respective 
States — for  in  this  way  the  Accounts  will  be  drawn 
into  one  view,  properly  digested  upon  one  general 
system,  and  compared  with  a  variety  of  circumstances, 
which  will  require  References  upon  a  much  easier 
plan  to  be  dispersed  over  all  the  States.  The  Set- 
tlements will  be  effected  with  greater  case,  in  less 
Time,  and  with  much  more  oeconomy  in  this,  than  In 
a  scattered  situation.  At  the  same  Time  jealousies 
will  be  removed,  the  minds  of  the  Army  will  be  im- 
pressed with  greater  Ease  and  Quiet,  and  they 
better  prepared,  with  good  opinions  and  proper  Dis- 
positions to  fall  back  into  the  great  Mass  of  Citizens— 

But  after  Settlement  is  formed,  there  remains 
another  Circumstance  of  more  importance  still,  and 
without  which,  it  will  be  of  little  consequence  to 
have  the  sums  due  them  ascertained  ;  that  is.  the 
Payment  of  some  part  of  the  Ballance.  The  Dis- 
tresses of  Officers  and  Soldiers,  are  now  driven  to 
the  extreme,  and  without  this  provision  will  not  be 
lessened  by  the  prospect  of  Dissolution.  It  is  there- 
fore universally  expected  that  three  months'  pay  at 
least,  must  be  given  them  before  they  are  disbanded 
— this  Sum  it  is  confidently  imagined  may  be  pro- 
cured and  is  absolutely  indispensable. 

They  are  the  rather  confirmed  in  a  Belief  of  the 
practicability  of  obtaining  it — as  the  pay  of  the  Army, 
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has  formed  great  part  of  the  Sum  in  the  Estimates 
which  have  been  made  for  the  Expences  of  the  War 
—and  altho'  this  has  been  obliged  to  give  way  to 
more  ncccssarj'  Claims,  yet  when  those  Demands 
cease,  as  many  will  upon  the  Disbanding  the  Army — 
the  Pay  will  then  come  into  view,  and  have  its  equal 
claim  to  Notice. 

They  will  not  however  be  unreasonable  in  this  Ex- 
pectation. If  the  whole  cannot  be  obtained  before 
they  are  dispersed,  the  Receipt  of  one  month  in 
Hand,  with  an  absolute  assurance  of  having  the  other 
two  months  in  a  short  Time,  will  be  satisfactory — 
Should  Mr.  Morris  not  be  able  to  assure  them  the 
two  last  Months  from  the  Treasury',  it  is  suggested 
that  it  may  be  obtained  in  the  States,  by  Drafts 
from  him  upon  their  several  Continental  Receivers,  to 
be  collected  by  the  Individual  Officers  and  Soldiers, 
out  of  the  last  year's  Arrears  due  from  the  several 
States  apportionments,  and  for  which  Taxes  have 
long  since  been  assessed  by  the  Legislatures — This 
mode,  tho'  troublesome  to  the  officer,  and  perhaps 
inconvenient  for  the  financier,  yet  from  the  Necessity 
of  circumstances  may  be  adopted,  and  might  be  a 
means  of  collecting  more  Taxes  from  the  people  than 
would  in  any  other  way  be  done.  This  is  only 
hinted  as  an  Expedient.  The  Financier  will  take  his 
own  measures.  But  I  repeat  it.  as  an  indispensable 
point,  that  this  Sum  at  least,  must  by  some  means  be 
procured. — Without  this  provision,  it  will  be  abso- 
lutely impossible  for  many  to  get  from  Camp,  or  to 
return  to  their  friends — and  driven  to  such  necessities 
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it  is  impossible  to  foresee  what  may  be  the  conse- 
quences of  their  not  obtaining  iL  But  the  worst  is 
to  be  apprehended. — A  Credit,  built  by  their  Friends 
&  such  others  as  have  been  good  eno'  to  supply  their 
wants  upon  [he  Expectation  of  being  refunded  at  the 
close  of  the  War.  out  of  the  large  Sums  which  by 
their  Toils  in  the  course  of  many  Years  hard  Ser- 
vice, have  become  due  to  them  from  the  public,  has 
supported  the  greatest  Number  of  them  to  the  pres- 
ent Time — and  that  Debt  now  remains  upon  them. 
But  to  be  disbanded  at  last,  without  this  little  pit- 
tance (which  is  necessarj'  to  quit  Quarters)  like  a  Sett 
of  Beggars,  Needy,  distressed  and  without  Prospect, 
will  not  only  blast  the  Kxpectations  of  their  Credi- 
tors, and  expose  the  officers  to  the  utmost  Indignity 
and  the  worst  of  consequences  ; — but  will  drive  every 
man  of  Honor  and  ScnsibiUtj-  to  the  extrcmest  Hor* 
rors  of  Despair.  On  the  other  Hand  to  give  them 
this  Sum,  however  small  in  comparison  of  their  Dues, 
yet,  by  fulfiling  their  Expectations,  will  sweeten  their 
Tempers,  cheer  their  hopes  of  the  future — enable 
them  to  submit  themselves  'till  they  can  cast  about 
for  some  future  means  of  Business — it  will  gratify 
their  pressing  Creditors,  and  will  throw  the  officer 
back  with  Ease  and  Confidence  into  the  Bosom  of 
this  Country',  and  enable  him  to  mix  with  cordiality 
and  affection  among  the  mass  of  useful,  happy  and 
contented  Citizens — an  object  of  the  most  desirable 
importance.  I  cannot  at  this  point  of  Distance, 
know  the  arrangements  of  the  financier,  what  have 
been   his  anticipations,  or  what  his  prospects — but 


the  necessity  of  fiilRIling  this  Expectation  of  the 
Army  affects  me  so  exceeding  forcibly,  that  I  can 
not  help  dwelling  upon  it,  nor  is  there  in  my  present 
apprehensions  a  point  of  greater  consequence  or  that 
requires  more  serious  attention.  Under  this  Im- 
pression ]  have  thought,  if  a  spirited,  pointed,  and 
well  adapted  Address  was  framed  by  Congress,  and 
sent  to  the  Slates  on  this  Occasion,  that  Gratitude, 
Justice,  Honor,  National  Pride,  and  every  Considera- 
tion, would  operate  upon  them  to  strain  every  Nerve, 
and  exert  every  endeavor  to  throw  into  the  Public 
Treasuf)',  a  Sum  equal  to  this  Requisition — It  can- 
not be  denied,  especially  when  they  reflect,  how 
small  the  Expectation  is.  compared  with  the  large 
sum  of  arrears  which  is  due — and  tho'  I  know  that 
Distinctions  are  commonly  odious,  and  are  looked 
upon  with  a  jealous  and  envious  Eye — yet  it  is 
impossible,  that  in  this  case,  it  can  have  this  opera- 
tion ;  for  whatever  the  feelings  of  individuals  at  large 
may  be  in  contemplating  on  their  own  Demands — 
yet  upon  a  candid  Comparison,  ever}'  man.  even  the 
most  interested,  will  be  forced  to  yield  to  the  superior 
merit  and  sufferings  of  the  Soldier,  who  for  a  course 
of  Years,  has  contributed  his  Services  in  the  field,  not 
only  at  the  Expence  of  his  fortune  and  former  Em- 
ployment, but  at  the  Risque  of  Ease,  domestic  hap- 
piness, comfort  and  even  Life.  After  all  these  Con- 
siderations, how  must  he  be  struck  with  the  medi- 
ocrity of  his  demand,  when,  instead  of  the  Pay  due 
him  for  four,  five,  perhaps  six  years  hard  earned  Toil 
and    Distress,    he   is    content   for  the  present  with 
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receiving  three  months,  only — and  is  willing  to  risque 
the  Remainder  upon  the  same  Basis  of  Security,  with 
the  general  mass  of  other  public  Creditors. — 

Another  Expectation  seems  to  have  possessed  the 
minds  of  the  officers.  That,  as  the  objects  above 
mentioned  are  not  the  only  ones  which  must  occupy 
the  attention  of  Congress,  in  Connexion  with  the 
Army,  it  may  probably  be  tho't  advisable  that  Con- 
gress should  send  to  the  Army,  a  respectable,  well- 
chosen,  and  well  instructed  Committee,  of  their  own 
Body  :  with  liberal  Power,  to  confer  with  the  Army, 
to  know  their  Sentiments,  their  Expectations,  their 
Distresses,  their  Necessities,  and  the  Impossibility  of 
their  falling  back  from  the  Soldier  to  Citizenship 
without  some  gratification  to  their  most  reasonable 
Demands.  This  would  be  considered  as  a  compli- 
ment.  And  to  add  still  greater  satisfaction  and  advan- 
tage, it  is  tho't  very  advisable,  that  the  Secretary'  at 
War.  and  the  Financier  should  be  of  this  Delegation. 
Previous  to  a  Dissolution  of  the  Army,  many  arrange- 
ments will  doubtless  be  necessary  in  both  those  De- 
partments, to  procure  a  happy  and  honorable  close  to 
the  War,  and  to  introduce  Peace,  with  a  prospect  of 
National  Glor^',  Stability,  and  Benefit.  It  is  not  for 
me  to  dictate,  but  I  should  suppose  some  Peace 
Establishment  will  be  necessary  ;  some  posts  will  be 
kept  up  and  garrisoned ;  Arsenals  for  the  De- 
posit of  Ordnance  and  Military  Stores,  will  be 
determined  on,  and  the  Stores  collected  and 
deposited  ;  arrangements  will  be  necessary  for  the 
Discharge  of  the  Army  ;  at  what  periods  and  under 
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what  circumstances.  The  Terms  of  the  Soldiers  Ser- 
vice are  on  different  Grounds ; — those  for  the  War 
will  suppose  and  they  have  a  right  to  do  so.  their 
periods  of  Service  to  expire  at  the  Close  of  War,  and 
Proclamation  of  Peace.  What  period  shall  be  fixed 
for  these  ?  The  Levy  men  may  be  retained  while 
the  Rritish  force  remain  in  our  Country  if  it  shall  be 
judged  advisable.  If  1  am  not  consulted  in  these 
matters,  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  have  an  early 
Knowledge  of  the  Intentions  of  Congress  on  these 
and  many  other  points.  But  I  can  think  of  no  mode 
so  effectual  as  the  one  suggested  of  a  Committee 
accompanied  by  the  Financier  and  Secretary  at  War. 
Flans  which  to  us  appear  feasible  and  practicable, 
may  be  attended  with  insurmountable  difficulties.  On 
the  other  hand  measures  may  be  adopted  at  Philadel- 
phia which  cannot  be  carried  into  e.xecution.  Hut 
here  in  the  manner  proposed  something  might  be  hit 
upon  which  would  accommodate  itself  to  the  Ideas  of 
both,  with  greater  Ease  and  Satisfaction,  than  may 
now  be  expected,  and  which  could  not  be  effected  by 
writing  Quires  of  paper,  and  spending  a  Length  of 
Time. — 

Upon  the  whole,  you  will  be  able  to  collect  from 
the  foregoing  Sentiments  what  are  the  Expectations 
of  the  Army — that  they  will  involve  compleat  Settle- 
ment and  partial  payment  previous  to  any  Dispersion, 
(This  they  suppose  may  be  done  within  the  Time  that 
they  must  necessarily  remain  together.)  Upon  the 
fulfillment  of  these  two,  they  will  readily  retire,  in  full 
assurance  that  ample  Security  at  the  earliest  period, 
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and  on  the  best  ground  it  can  be  had  will  be  obtained 
(or  the  Remainder  of  their  liallances. 

If  the  Idea  of  a  Committee  to  right  the  Army 
should  not  be  adopted, — and  you  find  it  necessary  to 
pass  any  further  Resolutions,  you  will  easily  collect 
from  the  foregoing  Sentiments  what  will  be  satisfac- 
tory—without my  troubling  you  any  further — I  pray 
you  to  communicate  the  Contents  of  this  Letter  to 
Colo.  Hamilton,  from  whom  I  received  a  rei^uest 
•iimilar  to  yours.     1  have  &c' 


TO    ALEXANDER    HAMILTON. 

NawsvKU,  4  April,  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

*  *  *  I  read  your  private  letter  of  the  35th  with 
pain,  and  contemplated  the  picture  it  had  drawn  with 
astonishment  and  horror.  But  [  will  yei  hope  for  the 
best.  The  idea  of  redress  by  force  is  too  chimerical 
to  have  had  a  place  in  the  imagination  of  any  serious 

'  Early  in  April,  and  MUnc  A*rj*  before  lhi>  leller  reached  Bland,  C'>i>ipt^'« 
appointed  a  cammitlec  cuDnistinu  of  Madiwa,  OftKUod.  Wilson.  KIlKwonb,  and 
Hsmillnn,  the  IakT. named  being  cliainnan,  lo  i;onKidet  what  arrangcmcntB  it 
would  be  progirr  to  idopt  in  the  dtSctcnl  depaiUnenU  with  ccletence  to  a 
peace.  On  the  qth.  ITamilton  infcirm«]  Wnnhiiigiun  of  tiULh  a  coiiiiiiitte«,  and 
wished  for  bit  "  lent-tmenli  at  large  on  tuch  i  nit  i  hi  lions  of  every  kind  for  the 
iaccriordcfenccof  l!icKSln[esa»  may  he  best  adapted  lolheirciicum^tAnccs,  and 
oondllKtc  kccuriiy  with  cconom/  and  with  the  principle*  of  our  £uvemmeni. 
1b  lhi«  they  trill  be  glad  if  }'ou  will  lalce  as  gf  >  lalilade  at  yon  may  think 
ncceHsnry."  Wahhln^ton  SKfced  (or  the  opiuion  of  all  ihe  piindpal  ofTiccn  in 
camp,  and  alio  of  Governor  Ctintnn.  ScTetml  oi  ihcm  prewnleal  inenioirtof 
coDiiderahle  triigib,  eiiterin)'  into  comprehonsive  and  delailc<l  views  o(  what 
wat  called  ■  ptacr  fStahUskmrut.  From  lhe»e  pnpcrs  a  leller  was  framed 
cxIendinK  10  twenty-five  folio  pngce.  which  wat  fDrwarded  bf  the  CvminttidCT- 
>n-cliicf  lo  the  Gommitlce  ol  CongrcH. 
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mind  m  this  army  ;  but  there  is  no  telling  what  un- 
happy disturbances  may  result  from  distress,  and 
distrust  of  justice,  and  as  far  as  the  fears  and  jeal- 
ousies of  the  army  arc  alive.  1  hope  no  resolution 
•will  be  come  to  for  disbanding  or  separating  the  lines 
tilt  the  accts.  are  liquidated.  You  may  rely  upon  it. 
Sir,  that  unhappy  consequences  would  follow  the 
attempt.  The  suspicions  of  the  officers  are  afloat, 
notwithstanding  the  resolutions  which  have  passed 
on  both  sides.  Any  act,  therefore,  which  can  be  con- 
strued with  an  attempt  to  separate  them  before  the 
accts.  are  settled  wilt  convey  the  most  unfavorable 
ideas  of  the  rectitude  of  Congress — whether  well  or 
ill  founded,  the  consequences  will  be  the  same. 

I  will  now,  in  strict  confidence,  mention  a  matter 
which  may  be  useful  for  you  to  be  Informed  of.  It  Is 
that  some  men  (and  leading  ones  too)  in  this  army, 
are  beginning  to  entertain  suspicions  that  Congress, 
or  some  members  of  it,  regardless  of  the  past  suffer- 
ings and  present  distress,  maugre  the  justice  which  is 
due  to  them,  and  the  returns  which  a  grateful  people 
should  make  to  men  who  certainly  have  contributed 
more  than  any  other  class  to  the  establishment  of  In- 
dependency, are  to  be  made  use  of  as  mere  puppets 
to  establish  continental  funds,  and  that  rather  than 
not  succeed  in  this  measure,  or  weaken  their  ground, 
they  would  make  a  sacrifice  of  the  army  and  all  its 
interests. 

I  have  two  reasons  for  mentioning  this  matter  to 
you.  The  one  Is,  that  the  army  (considering  the 
irritable  state  it  is  in,  its  sulTcrings  and  composition) 
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is  a  dangerous  instrument  to  play  with ;  the  other, 
that  everj-  possible  means  consistent  with  their  own 
views  (which  certainly  are  moderate)  should  be 
essayed,  to  get  it  disbanded  without  delay.  1  might 
add  a  third  :  it  is,  that  the  Financier  is  suspected  Co  be 
at  the  bottom  of  this  scheme.  If  sentiments  of  this 
sort  should  become  general,  their  operation  wil!  be 
opposed  to  this  plan  ;  at  the  same  time  that  it  would 
increase  the  present  discontents.  Upon  the  whole, 
disband  the  army  as  soon  as  possible,  but  consult  the 
wishes  of  it,  which  really  are  moderate  in  the  mode, 
and  perfectly  compatible  with  the  honor,  dignity  and 
justice  which  is  due  from  the  country  to  It.     1  am,  &c. 


TO   THE    MARQUIS   DE    LAFAYETTE. 

HradU^ks..  NcwkUKU,  5  April,  irft]. 
Mv    DEAR    MaRQS,, 

It  is  easier  for  you  to  conceive,  than  for  me  to  ex- 
press, the  sensibility  of  my  heart  at  the  communica- 
tions in  your  letter  of  the  5th  of  Feb.  from  Cadiz.  It 
is  to  these  communications  we  are  indebted  for  the 
only  accts.  yet  reed,  of  a  general  Pacification.  My 
mind,  upon  the  receipt  of  this  news,  was  instantly 
assailed  by  a  thousand  ideas,  all  of  them  contending 
for  preeminence  ;  but,  believe  me.  my  dear  friend, 
none  could  supplant,  or  ever  will  eradicate  that  grati- 
tude, which  has  arisen  from  a  lively  sense  of  the  con- 
duct of  your  nation,  and  from  my  obligations  to  many 
of  the  illustrious  characters  of  it,  among  whom,  (I  do 
not  mean  to  flatter,  when  1  place  you  at  the  head.)  and 
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from  ray  admiration  of  the  Virtues  of  your  August 
Sovereign,  who,  at  the  same  time  that  he  stands  con- 
fessed the  Father  of  his  own  people,  and  defender  of 
American  rights,  has  given  the  most  exalted  example 
of  moderation  in  treating  with  his  Enemies. 

We  stand,  now,  an  Independent  People,  and  have 
yet  to  learn  political  Tactics.  We  are  placed  among 
the  nations  of  the  Earth,  and  have  a  character  to 
establish  ;  but  how  we  shall  acquit  ourselves,  time 
must  discover.  The  probability  (at  least  I  fear  it),  is 
that  local  or  State  politics  will  interfere  too  much  with 
the  more  liberal  and  extensive  plan  of  government, 
which  wisdom  and  foresight,  freed  from  the  mist  of 
prejudice,  would  dictate  ;  and  that  we  shall  be  guilty 
of  many  blunders  in  treading  this  boundless  theatre, 
before  we  shall  have  arrived  at  any  perfection  in  this 
art :  in  a  word,  that  the  experience,  which  is  purchased 
at  the  price  of  difficulties  and  distress,  will  alone  con- 
vince us  that  the  honor,  power,  and  true  Interest  of 
this  Country  must  be  measured  by  a  Continental 
scale,  and  that  every  departure  therefrom  weakens  the 
Union,  and  may  ultimately  break  the  band  which 
holds  us  together.  To  avert  these  evils,  to  form  a 
Constitution,  that  will  give  consistency,  stability,  and 
dignity  to  the  Union,  and  sufficient  powers  to  the 
great  Council  of  the  nation  for  general  purposes,  is  a 
duty  which  is  incumbent  upon  every  man,  who  wishes 
well  to  his  Countr}',  and  will  meet  with  my  aid  as  far 
as  It  can  be  rendered  in  the  private  walks  of  life  : 
for  hence  forward  my  mind  shall  be  unbent  and  1  will 
endeavor  to  glide  gently  down  the  stream  of  life  till 


I  come  to  that  abyss  from  whence  no  traveller  is  per- 
mitted to  roliirn. 

The  armament,  wch.  was  preparing  at  Cadiz,  and  in 
which  you  were  to  have  acted  a  distinguished  part, 
would  have  carried  such  conviction  with  it,  that  It  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at.  that  Great  Britain  should  have 
been  impressed  with  the  force  of  such  reasoning. 
To  this  cause,  I  am  persuaded,  the  Peace  is  to  be 
ascribed.  Your  going  to  Madrid  from  thence,  instead 
of  coming  immediately  to  this  Country,  is  another 
instance,  ray  dear  Marquis,  of  your  zeal  for  the  Ameri- 
can Cause,  and  lays  a  fresh  claim  to  the  gratitude  of 
her  Sons,  who  will  at  all  limes  receive  you  with  open 
arms.'  As  no  official  despatches  are  yet  received, 
either  at  Phila.  or  New  York,  of  the  completion  of 
the  treaty,  nor  any  measures  taken  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  army,  my  detention  there-with  is  quite 
uncertain.  To  say  then  (at  this  time)  where  I  may 
be,  at  the  epoch  for  your  intended  visit  to  this  con- 
tinent, is  too  vague  even  for  conjecture  :  but  nothing 
can  be  more  true,  than  that  the  pleasure,  with  which  1 

'  Although  the  Spanuh  government,  by  the  tignaiureof  the  LreuygE  genera] 
peace  at  Paiii,  had  a.>sciiircl  la  i1ic  hiJcpiriiiJciicc  of  ihc  United  Sutca.  yet  the 
king  y/m  not  indiniit]  to  receive  a  penon  from  America  in  n  puhlie  (iiplntnalie 
cUscsctcr  at  luH  cvurc  Alter  the  tlcLlanitiun  uf  iivacu,  Mr.  Carmichycl,  who 
had  been  SeirreUicyof  Legation  under  Mr.  Jaj-,  wai  appointed  Charg^d'AITatFCi 
from  ih«  United  Siaiei  to  Spain,  He  wt»  alrea<1}'  in  Madrid,  ha^ug  Tein>in«il 
there  nItcT  Mr.  Jay's  depariure.  I'hc  Spanish  court  declined  receiving  him  in 
hli  piiLiiic  capaciljr.  Hewiote  tn  the  Mart|ui<i  (1«  Lafajtelte,  who  wax  then  at 
Cadii,  and  ie<iue«led  hi*  aid.  The  Mar(|ui>i  icpniicil  Ii>  Mailiid,  had  aa  ielcr- 
vlew  with  the  king,  and  <wilh  the  piiuoipal  miimlrr,  Couut  de  Florida  Blanot, 
■ad  ncceedcd  in  procuring  n  rccogniiian  of  Mr,  Cantticharl's  poven  at 
Cfaar|;<!  d'Affairct  froni  (lie  Ijniied  Sinlet.  Theconduct  of  iho  Marquis  deL»- 
fajciie  on  ihis  nccoiton  mas  highly  appTOKd  liy  CongTCM.  Set  £Nfii>mmtu 
Cofrnpendeme,  vol.  n.,  pp.  14—39, 
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shall  receive  you.  will  be  equal  to  your  wishes.  I 
shall  be  better  able  to  determine  then,  than  now,  on 
the  practicability  of  accompanying  you  to  France,  a 
Countrj-  to  which  1  shall  ever  feel  a  warm  affection  ; 
and,  if  I  do  not  pay  it  that  tribute  of  respect,  which 
is  to  be  derived  from  a  visit  it  may  be  ascribed  with 
more  justice  to  any  other  cause,  than  a  want  of  incli- 
nation, or  the  pleasure  of  going  there  under  the 
auspices  of  your  friendship. 

I  have  already  observed,  that  the  determinations 
of  Congress,  if  they  have  come  to  any,  respecting  the 
.army,  is  yet  unknown  to  me.  But,  as  you  wish  to  be 
informed  of  every  thing  that  concerns  it,  I  do,  for 
your  satisfaction,  transmit  authentic  documents  of 
some  ver>'  interesting  occurrences,  which  have  hap- 
pened within  the  last  Six  months.  But  I  ought  6rst 
to  have  premised,  that,  from  accumulated  sutTerings 
and  little  or  no  prospect  of  relief,  the  discontents  of 
the  oflicers  last  Fall  put  on  the  threatening  appear- 
ance of  a  total  resignation,  till  the  business  was 
diverted  into  the  channel,  which  produced  the  Ad- 
dress and  Petition  to  Congress,  which  stand  first  on 
the  file  herewith  enclosed.  I  shall  make  no  comment 
on  these  proceedings.  To  one  so  well  acquainted 
with  the  sufferings  of  the  American  army  as  you  are, 
it  is  unnecessary.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  observe. 
that  the  more  the  Virtue  and  forbearance  of  it  are 
tried,  the  more  resplendent  it  appears.  My  hope  is. 
that  the  military  exit  of  this  valuable  class  of  the 
community  will  exhibit  such  a  proof  of  amor patria, 
as  will  do  them  honor  in  the  page  of  history. 


These  papers,  with  my  last  letter,  (which  was  in- 
tended to  go  by  Colo.  Gouvion.  containing  extensive 
details  of  military  Plans,)  will  convey  to  you  every 
information  I  can  give  in  the  present  uncertainty 
worthy  of  attention.  If  you  should  get  sleepy  and 
tired  of  reading  them,  recollect,  for  my  exculpation, 
that  it  is  in  compliance  with  your  request  I  have  run 
into  such  prolixity.  I  made  a  proper  use  of  the  con- 
fidential part  of  your  Letter  of  the  5  th  of  Fcby. 

The  scheme,  my  dear  Marqs.,  which  you  propose 
as  a  precedent  to  encourage  the  emancipation  of  the 
black  people  of  this  Country  from  that  state  of 
Bondage  in  wch.  they  are  held,  is  a  striking  evidence 
of  the  benevolence  of  your  Heart.  I  shall  be  happy 
to  join  you  In  so  laudable  a  work  ;  but  will  defer 
going  into  a  detail  of  the  business,  till  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you. 

I.ord  Stirling  is  no  more.  He  died  at  Albany  in 
Jany.  last,  very  much  regretted.  Colo,  Barber  was 
snatched  from  us  about  the  same  time,  in  a  way 
equally  unexpected,  sudden,  and  distressing;  leaving 
many  friends  to  bemoan  his  fate.' 

Tilghman  is  on  the  point  of  matrimony  with  a 
namesake  and  cousin,  sister  to  Mrs.  Carroll  of  Balti- 
It  only  remains  for  me  now,  my  dear  Marqs., 


more. 


'  Colonel  Frandt  l)*tber  was  accidental]]'  IfillMl,  while  riding  n«*r  the  cam|^ 
l>7  a  falliiis:  Irce,  which  •  >nl(!ier  wwi  cuUinE-  He  wu  btiHcd  ai  New  Wind- 
sor, on  Ihc  i3ihof  Kd>rntTy,  vJth  cvny  matk  af  rrtpcci  tromiheCammandeT- 
in-chicf  »nd  Ibc  arrajr.  He  hail  iciveil  through  the  war,  and  aci^uired  Itw 
lepuuilon,  rot  inofc  o(  an  intcHigcnl  and  htAs-c  officcT,  than  of  a  man  of 
eatimable  ]<nvale  qunlttte^.  ;)OMeiiin);  ili« confidence  and  nteetn  o(  [hemperlor 
ofltccfa,  aud  ibt  aQcb'Uvnatc  atiacliuicJit  of  liU  owocialct.  An  intimacy  atkd 
(rieticUhip  had  sabxiited  between  him  and  Lafajetie.— J^arii. 
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to  make  a  tender  of  my  respectful  compltnienLs,  in 
which  Mrs.  Washington  unites,  to  Madame  Lafayette, 
and  to  wish  you,  her,  and  your  little  offspring,  all  the 
happiness  this  life  can  afford.  I  will  extend  my  com- 
pliments to  the  gentlemen  with  whom  I  have  the 
honor  of  an  acquaintance  in  your  circle.  I  need  not 
add  how  happy  I  shall  be  to  see  you  in  America,  and 
more  particularly  at  Mount  Vernon,  or  with  what 
truth  and  warmth  of  affection  I  am,  &a 


TO   SIR    GUV    CARLETON. 

KEAD-QttAKTKRS.  ()  April,  1783. 

Sir. 

I  feci  great  satisfaction  from  your  Excellency's  de- 
spatches by  Captain  Stapleton,  conveying  to  me  the 
joyful  annunciation  of  your  having  received  official  ac- 
counts of  the  conclusion  of  hostilities.  Without  official 
authority  from  Congress,  but  perfectly  relying  on 
your  communication.  I  can  at  this  time  only  issue  my 
orders  to  the  American  out-posts,  to  suspend  all  acts 
of  hostilities  until  further  orders.  This  shall  be  in- 
stantly done  ;  and  I  shall  be  happy  in  the  momentary 
expectation  of  having  it  in  my  power  to  publish  to 
the  American  army  a  general  cessation  of  all  hos- 
tilities between  Great  Britain  and  America.' 

*  "  Official  KCouoU  of  the  happy  concluKJon  of  n  Peace  linvc  ba«n  tnnsiDit- 
tedby  Sir  Cu)'  Carlcton  lo  Concral  Haldimcnd  at  Quebec  by  hiiof&oera  wlio 
p>Mgd  thro'  ibii  pUcc  a  few  cliy»  *inc«.  hut  as  a  irty  conudcnblc  rime  muM 
'«lapse  b«(ate  these Gecilemen  can  (ttrivc  at  Quebec  and  the  nevn  be  eommani- 
cMcd  fratii  tlii.-n<x  tg  tlic  Driiish  posts  in  the  U|.iper  country,  uid  »s  huniaatly 
dictairs  that  not  >  matnenl  ahuuld  be  loct  in  endeavoring;  tu  prevent  any  fnr- 
tberuMnicmaaf  the  Indiana  (who it  is  aaid  bavcolfeady  nUuck  at  Wyoming), 
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To  your  observations  respecting  particular  articles 
of  the  peace  I  am  obliged  to  reply,  that  it  rests  with 
Congress  to  direct  measures  for  the  observance  of  all 
the  articles  contained  in  the  provisional  treaty.  You 
may  be  assured,  that,  as  soon  as  1  receive  my  instruc- 
tions from  the  sovereign  power  of  the  United  States 
I  shall  rejoice  in  giving  every  facility  in  my  power  to 
carry  into  complete  execution  that  article  of  the  treaty, 
which  respects  the  restitution  of  all  prisoners  of  war. 
being  perfectly  disposed  to  contribute  to  diflTusing,  as 
much  as  possible,  the  happy  effects  of  this  great  event 

!  thank  your  Excellency  for  the  assurances  you  are 
pleased  to  express,  of  your  readiness  to  cultivate  thai 
spirit  of  perfect  good  will  and  conciliation,  which  you 
wish  would  take  place  between  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  and  the  citizens  and 
subjects  of  both  countries ;  and  I  beg,  Sir,  that  you 
will  please  to  accept  a  tender  from  me  of  reciprocal 
good  will  and  attention,  accompanied  with  sincere 
congratulations  on  this  joyful  restoration  of  peace 
and  general  tranquillity,  with  an  earnest  wish,  that, 
resting  on  the  firm  basis  of  mutual  interest  and  good 
will,  it  may  prove  as  lasting  as  it  is  happy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

I  l»»»e  thought  \\  pmpcr  lo  wriie  10  General  Mcl.tun,  cammftniltng  the  Brititli 
Force  in  that  quuiet,  and  to  iiid«>c  \a  him  the  KingoC  Ureal  Britftin's  Procla- 
maiion  (oi  the  cesMition  of  Jlofliliiies,  and  thin  Letter  1  muM  direct  j'ou  to  (ot- 
want  ta  hira  at  Niagara  by  some  Irusiy  Indiari  ntnner  nriih  all  pnatible  «xjM<dt- 
•tion — i1)Ccii>ciim:  attending  tlii«  btuiiicia  tbliall  l>c  repaid  on  jrirur  lufunning  me 
uMt. 

"  Von  will  at  the  Mni«  (iiDe,  cive  ordwa  to  t1i«  Uoopt  and  Indioiu  uadct 
yoiircominani]  iQ  fnrhcar  allAnxir  Iloniility  against  the  troop*  ot  his  Brt»» 
laaU  Majfiitf  other  than  (or  ih^ir  own  iRitnediaie  iletcDce." — Washimgton  u 
CtloHfl  Marimu  iVilkt,  14  April,  1783. 


TO    ALEXANDER    HAMILTON,    IN   CONGRESS. 

Dear  Sir.  N^wBt-.o.  .6  Apni.  ,7«3. 

My  last  letter  to  you  was  written  in  a  huriy-,  when 
I  was  fatigued  by  the  more  public  yet  confidential 
letter,  which,  with  several  others,  accompanied  it. 
Possibly  I  did  not  on  that  occasion  express  myself,  in 
what  I  intended  as  a  hint,  with  so  much  perspicuity  as 
I  ought.  Possibly,  too,  what  I  then  dropped  might 
have  conveyed  more  than  1  intended,  for  I  do  not 
now  recollect  ye  force  of  my  expression. 

My  meaning,  however,  was  only  to  inform  you,  that 
there  were  different  sentiments  in  the  army,  as  well 
as  in  Congress,  respecting  Continental  and  State 
Funds,  some  wishing  to  be  thrown  upon  their  respec- 
tive States,  rather  than  the  Continent  at  large,  for 
payment ;  and  that,  if  an  idea  should  generally  pre- 
vail, that  Congress,  or  part  of  its  members  or  minis- 
ters, bent  upon  the  latter,  should  delay  doing  them 
justice,  or  hazard  it  in  pursuit  of  their  favorite  object, 
it  might  create  such  divisions  in  the  army,  as  would 
weaken  rather  than  strengthen  the  hands  of  those, 
who  were  disposed  to  support  Continental  measures, 
and  might  tend  to  defeat  the  end  they  themselves  had 
in  view,  by  endeavoring  to  interest  the  army. 

For  these  reasons  1  said,  or  meant  to  &ay,  the  army 
was  a  dangerous  Engine  to  work  with,  as  it  might  be 
made  to  cut  both  ways  ;  and,  considering  the  suffer- 
ings of  it,  wkl.  more  than  probably  throw  its  weight 
into  that  scale,  which  seemed  most  likely  to  prepon- 
derate towards  its  immediate  relief,  without  looking, 
(under  the  pressure  of  necessity,)  to  future  conse- 
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quences  with  the  eyes  of  Politicians.  In  this  light, 
also,  I  meant  to  apply  my  observation  to  Mr.  Morns, 
to  whom,  or  rather  to  Mr.  G.  M„  is  ascribed  in  a 
great  degree  the  groundwork  of  the  superstructure, 
which  was  intended  to  be  raised  in  the  army  by  the 
anonymous  addresser.' 

That  no  man  can  be  more  opposed  to  State  funds 
or  local  prejudices  than  myself,  the  whole  tenor  of 
my  conduct  has  been  one  continual  evidence  of.  No 
man.  perhaps,  has  had  better  opportunities  to  see  and 
feelxS\^  pernicious  tendency  of  the  latter  than  I  have  ; 
and  I  endeavor  (I  hope  not  altogether  ineffectually) 
to  inculcate  this  upon  the  officers  of  the  army,  upon 
all  proper  occasions  ;  but  their  feelings  are  to  be  at- 
tended to  and  soothed,  and  they  must  be  assured, 
that,  if  Continental  funds  cannot  be  established,  they 
will  be  recommended  to  their  respective  States  for 
payment.     Justice  must  be  done  them. 

I  should  do  injustice  to  report  and  what  I  believe 
to  be  the  opinion  of  the  army,  were  1  not  to  inform 
you,  that  they  consider  you  as  a  friend,  zealous  to 
serve  them,  and  one  who  has  espoused  their  interests 
in  Congress  upon  every  proper  occasion.  It  is  to  be 
wished,  as  I  observed  in  my  letter  to  Colo.  Bland,  that 
Congress  would  send  a  Comee.  to  the  Army  with 
plenipo.  powers.  The  matters  requested  of  me  'in 
your  letter  of  the  [9th]  as  Chairman  of  a  Committee, 
and  many  other  things,  might  then  be  brought  to  a 


'  C4tuvcra«tir  Morris  wa«  strongly  oppasei)  to  Ibc  officen  looking  (o  tbt  indi- 
▼tiliial  Sutn  for  icdcc^.  He  wa»  in  fivot  of  CoDtincnlol  fundt,  uid  believed 
theie  could  be  abislned  by  the  uiiileii  eiFoils  of  Ihc  public  crediton  aod  the 
KTDff.—MorHiltGrtriit,  I J  Febrnuy,  1783, 
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close  with  more  despatch  and  in  a  happier  manner, 
than  it  is  likely  they  will  be  by  an  intercourse  of  Letters  . 
at  the  distance  of  150  miles,  which  takes  r?7<r  Expresses  jhQ^ 
a  wccka/Z'-aj/togoand  return.  At  this  moment,  being 
without  any  instructions  from  Congress,  I  am  under 
great  embarrassment  with  respect  to  the  Soldiers  for 
the  war.  and  shall  be  obliged  more  ikan  probably^ 
from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  to  exercise  my  own 
judgment,  without  waiting  for  orders  as  to  the  dis- 
charge of  them.  If  1  should  adopt  measures,  which 
events  will  approve,  all  •will  be  toell .-  \i  otherwise, 
•'  IVhy,  ami  by  what  author  ity.  did  you  do  so  ?  " 

How  far  a  s/rottff  recommendation  from  Congress 
to  observe  all  the  articles  of  peace  as  well  as  the' 

may  imply  a  suspicion  of  good  faith  in  the 
People  of  this  Country,  I  pretend  not  to  judge; 
but  I  am  much  mistaken  if  something  of  the  kind  will 
not  be  found  wanting,  as  1  already  perceive  a  disposi- 
tion to  carp  at  and  to  elude  such  parts  of  the  treaty, 
as  afifcct  different  Interests,  altho'  you  do  not  find  a 
man,  who.  when  pushed,  will  not  agree,  that,  upon  the 
whole,  it  is  a  more  advantageous  Peace  than  we  could 
possibly  have  expected.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c 


TO   THE    PRESIDRNT  OF   CONGRE.SS. 

« 

^  ItEAD-QL'AKTEKt,  iS  April,  1793. 

1  find  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  mc  to  communicate 
to  your  Excellency  the  present  disposition  and  tem- 
per of  part  of  the  army.     The  accounts  of  peace, 

'  Referring  probMj  to  lone  putieolu  aiticle.    Tke  blank  1>  net  ftUed  ta 
tbe  drftfi. 


which  have  been  received  at  different  times,  have 
raised  an  expectation  in  the  minds  of  the  men  en- 
gaged for  the  war,  that  a  speedy  discharge  must  be 
the  consequence.  This  idea  has  been  so  deeply  im- 
pressed, that  it  has  become  difficult  to  hold  them 
under  that  sense  of  discipline,  which  Is  necessarj'  to 
bind  together  the  subjects  of  an  army.  The  slow  and 
dillator)*  manner,  in  which  the  intelligence  of  peace 
has  arrived  to  us,  has  served  to  heighten  this  idea, 
and  has  led  those  men  to  some  suspicion,  that  official 
despatches  and  official  declarations  of  peace  have 
been  postponed  through  design,  that  they  might  be 
held  beyond  the  term  of  their  engagements  :  by  which 
means  they  have  in  some  instances  scarcely  been  re- 
strained from  acts  of  excess.  To  such  a  composition 
of  men  as  the  army  is  formed  of,  this  idea  is  perhaps 
not  an  unnatural  one. 

In  this  situation  the  proclamation  of  Congress  for 
a  cessation  of  hostilities  found  us  on  its  arriva)  yester- 
day. This  act.  being  unaccompanied  with  any  in- 
structions for  my  conduct  respecting  the  discharge  of 
this  part  of  the  army  if  it  should  be  found  necessary. 
or  any  intimations  of  Congress  on  that  head,  has 
thrown  me  into  a  most  disagreeable  circumstance. 
Knowing  the  temper  of  the  war-men,  to  suppress  the 
publication  of  this  proclamation  would  increase  their 
suspicions ;  and  knowing  their  expectations,  to  pub- 
lish it  to  men,  who  have  not  learnt  to  distinguish 
between  a  proclamation  for  a  cessation  of  hostilities 
and  a  definite  declaration  of  peace,  when  they  have 
authentic  information  that  peace  has  actually  taken 
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place,  would  serve  to  increase  their  expectations  of 
immediate  discharge,  and  stamp  any  claim  to  their 
further  services  with  an  appearance  of  injustice. 
Under  this  dilemma,  and  being  totally  ignorant  of 
ihe  designs  of  the  enemy  in  New  York,  who,  from 
all  I  can  collect,  are  making  no  show  of  an  early  evacua- 
tion of  that  city,  I  found  it  difficult  to  decide  on 
the  line  of  my  duty.  I  therefore  called  a  full  con- 
sultation of  the  general  officers  of  this  army  on  the 
occasion.  It  was  their  unanimous  judgment,  that 
it  would  be  equally  impracticable  and  impolitic  to  at- 
tempt to  suppress  the  proclamation,  and  that  it  should 
be  issued  in  this  day's  orders.  At  the  same  time,  the 
general  officers  are  deeply  impressed  with  an  idea  of 
the  little  remaining  hold,  which,  after  this  publication, 
we  may  expect  to  have  upon  the  men  engaged  for  the 
ztfaf,  and  of  the  necessity  there  is,  that  Congress  should 
come  to  some  speedy  determination  upon  this  inter- 
esting point,  as  to  what  is  to  be  the  period  of  these 
men's  service,  and  that  they  should  give  the  earliest 
communication  to  me  of  their  decision  for  my 
instruction. 

Towards  effecting  this  important  object,  it  has 
been  seriously  motioned  to  me,  that  I  should  hint 
to  Congress  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  their 
appointing  a  committee  of  their  own  body,  with  plenarj' 
powers,  who  may  immediately  repair  to  camp,  and  who 
may  decide  on  the  necessary  arrangements  for  this  im- 
portant period.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  fully  in  senti- 
ment with  this  opinion,  as  such  a  measure  would  not 
only  tend  to  help  over  the  difBcuky  of  the  moment. 


iV^ 


but  would  expedite  the  execution  of  many  other  ar- 
rangements, which  will  be  found  necessarily,  prepara- 
tory to  our  disbanding  the  present  army.  It  might  also 
serve  to  facilitate  any  negotiations,  which  it  may  be 
found  expedient  to  enter  into  with  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 
for  his  speedy  evacuation  of  New  York,  an  object 
which  at  present  seems  at  too  great  a  distance  for  our 
circumstances.  Many  other  matters  will  undoubiedly 
present  themselves  which  we  cannot  foresee,  and  which 
will  require  frequent  references  to  Congress  ;  and,  as 
much  lime  is  lost  in  communications  between  the  army 
and  the  sovereign  body,  a  committee  on  the  spot,  who 
might  give  an  immediate  decision,  would  be  of  great 
importance,  and  perhaps  suppress  many  disagreeable 
consequences  which  might  arise  merely  from  delay. 
One  circumstance  has  already  occurred,  as  Congress 
will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  petition  from  the  troops 
of  the  New  Jersey  line  ;  another  I  have  this  day  heard 
of  in  the  Connecticut  line,  extending  to  a  claim  of 
half-pay  or  commutation  for  the  wow-commissioned 
officers  of  that  line.  How  far  their  ideas,  if  not  sup- 
pressed by  some  lucky  expedient,  may  proceed,  it  is 
beyond  my  power  to  divine. 

Notwithstanding  the  length  of  this  letter,  I  must 
beg  the  liberty  to  suggest  to  Congress  an  idea,  which 
has  been  hinted  to  me,  and  which  has  affected  my  mind 
very  forcibly.  That  is,  that,  at  the  discharge  of  the 
men  engaged y^r /A?  war.  Congress  should  suffer  those 
men,  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  to  take 
with  them  as  their  own  property,  and  as  a  gratuity, 
the  arms  and  accoutrements  they  now  hold.  This  act 
would  raise  pleasing  sensations  in  the  minds  of  those 


worthy  and  faithful  men,  who,  from  their  early  enga- 
ging in  the  war  at  moderate  bounties,  and  from  their 
patient  continuance  under  innumerable  distresses,  have 
not  only  deserved  nobly  of  their  country,  but  have 
obtained  an  honorable  distinction  over  chose,  who, 
with  shorter  times,  have  gained  large  pecuniary  re- 
wards. This  act,  at  a  comparative  small  expense, 
would  be  deemed  an  honorable  testimonial  from  Con- 
gress of  the  regard  they  bear  to  those  distinguished 
worthies,  and  the  sense  they  have  had  of  their  suffer- 
ing virtues  and  services,  which  have  been  so  happily 
instrumental  towards  the  security  and  establishment 
of  the  rights,  liberties,  and  independence  of  this  rising 
empire.  These  constant  companions  of  their  toils  and 
dangers,  preserved  with  sacred  care,  would  be  handed 
down  from  the  present  possessors  to  their  children,  as 
honorable  badges  of  bravery  and  military  merit :  and 
would  probably  be  brought  forth,  on  some  future  oc- 
casion, with  pride  and  exultation,  to  be  improved  with 
the  same  militar>'  ardor  and  emulation  in  the  handsof 
posterity,  as  they  have  been  used  by  their  forefathers 
in  the  present  establishment  and  foundation  of  our 
national  independence  and  glory.' 

Congress  will  suffer  me  to  repeat  my  most  earnest 

<•■  Va>  mention  in  your  lelier  thai  tbo'  }'Our  bu«in«M  in  Knnoe  »  of  A 
iiercttnine  natuic.  Il  tn  your  inicnilon  tu  travel  in  rcglmcnUb.  On  l1ils  I  can- 
bM  help  remarking,  thai  Ilicrc  may  be  »n  impropriely  hi  yout  appenring  in  > 
nfllUry  drass  when  the  wnritball  b4v«  ccaicd  an<l  ihc  L'ni(e<i  SUiei>  UiuU  iio 
loncvr  have  an  anaj  cxittin^,  anil  beiidM,  id  thoM  ac<|uainltd  with  die  coantr]' 
you  uv  going  to,  il  li  well  known  that  th«  RiiUlnry  flii<l  ihc  Tneiviintile  uhunc- 
tuli  there  louUy  tliflcrent  and  incoiuulciil  with  cacb  vlhci  i  utl  huwsvar 
nspccUble  the  latter  may  be  here.  In  France  it  is  rven  deemed  duKnccrul  lor 
an  ofScfrt  lo  engage  in  commerce  o(  any  kind." — WatAia^fn  U  Cflcnfl 
AfallAiat  Ogiif^  19  April,  I7&3. 
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wish,  that  they  will  be  pleased,  either  by  themselves 
at  large,  or  by  their  committee,  to  pay  their  earliest 
attention  to  the  matters  now  referred  to  their  consid- 
eration :  for  1  must  add.  that,  unless  the  most  speedy 
arrangements  for  the  war  men  are  adopted,  I  con- 
template with  anxiety  the  disagreeable  consequences. 
which,  I  fear,  will  be  the  result  of  much  longer  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.* 

'  Rad  SI  Apri].  Thit  1«ll»  wss  KfemNl  to  n  CMnsiUMe,  Oigooil,  Bland, 
I  iamillon,  Madiiuii,  and  Peter*,  in  conformity  wilb  vhotc  report  it  wa*  molvcd'  i 
that,  to  the  (jpinion  uf  Congrcit,  ibc  lime  of  service  u(  the  men  en83;iecl  (or  the 
war  did  not  expire  till  the  ratiticalion  of  thr  definitive  artirlet  of  peace  ;  Ihal 
ibotc  UMitinuinti  in  the  lervice  till  that  time  thvuM  be  aUvw*^  theii  axmi 
and  Bccoutremgnit :  hut  that.  iicvenhele«.  di^retion  «hould  be  left  wilb  the 
Cota ma t>(1er-in -chief  to  f^ant  /urioui^h*,  or  dkchari-e*,  to  (hosv  bicd,  at  h« 
should  judge  most  expedient.— /fw-na^,  April  33J. 

A  coinmlltecor  Congreu,  compoaeal  of  Hamilton,  Pcten..  and  Uorham,  prt* 
tented  on  the  93d  oC  Majr  a  report  recommending  the  diMhnrge  ot  all  the  non- 
ooflimiasioBCil  ofnccrsaiid  Boldien  ccilUlcd  toi  ihcirar.  MadJuio,  suppovted  by] 
Camll,  loughl  lo  hnre  the  rcpnrl  rc-commiileil.  hut  failed  ;  and  WiltiatiBOii, 
•econded  by  Carroll,  piopowd  that  (nTlnught  he  gninlei]  to  the  men  l>)>  Iha 
caiD[iu.Rdet •in -chief.  In  be  folloiredhyn  linnl  dixc:hBiKC  on  the  conclDidanofa 
detinitite  pesce,  Tlie  southern  inemtitrs  «-«re  Mtlidly  opposed  to  grantitig  a 
diicharge,  and  tbcirvoles,  with  CcDnsylvinia  lod  Khode  IiUnd  loM  b^  diriwcn, 
defeated  the cotn mittec's  pri>|)0!i[ion.  Ttirc?  dajn  alter,  the le&olntioD  10  ipani 
(atlouj-hk  wa%  talien  up  anil  posted,  licing  n  c<impramt>«  Uetw  e«ii  thoae  who 
vrifhcd  to  gel  rid  of  the  expeiive  o(  keeping  the  i»cn  in  the  field,  and  IboM 
who  ihotigtit  it  impolitic  to  disband  the  arm;  wbihtt  the  Brilixh  rtniained  ia  the 
United  Stales.  Morrii,  who  had  urged  the  dtibanding  of  tht  armj-,  plainly 
lellins  CoiiEicss  ihal  the  meano  of  paying  it  evirti  in  paper  would  lOon  be  eonc. 
iaaned  nolei  payable  in  tix  months.  a«ked  ihe  -States  lo  receive  them  in  payment 
of  taxe*,  and  with  these  paid  olT  the  army. 

It  wax  then  resolved,  "  Thai  the  Commander-in-chieC  be  inttrttttrtl  lo 
grant  lurtoiighi  lo  the  nun-«ommbitoiied  officen  and  Kildier*  of  tlie  United 
Stale*  enlisted  lo  lervc  during  Ihe  war,  who  khall  be  diicharged  aa  toon  at  Ibe 
definitive  ireaty  of  yicaceit  ouiicludcd.  together  with  a  proportionable  nninbcr 
of  cummioioned  officers  ef  the  dilTeTenl  gmdeii  :  and  that  the  secreiar^r  al  war 
and  the  Commnndcr-in-chief  tike  the  proper  mcoiurei  for  conductitLi^  thoac 
troops  to  their  respective  homes,  in  such  a  manner  a*  may  lie  moM  convenieut 
to  themftlvM  and  lo  the  Sutei  through  which  they  may  paia;  and  that  (he  raen 
thu*  furloughcd  be  allowed  to  lake  their  arms  with  them." — May  afitb. 


TO   SIR   GUY   CARLHTON. 

HKAD.QVAKTKRS,  31  April,  n%3. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  satisfaction  of  enclosing  to  your  Excel- 
lency a  proclamation,  which  1  have  received  from  the 
sovereign  power  of  the  United  States,  ordering  a  gen- 
eral cessation  of  hostilities,  as  well  by  sea  as  land,  with 
directions  that  the  same  should  be  published  to  all  0t/^ 
their  subjects  under  my  command.  In  compHance  I 
with  these  instructions,  the  same  was  made  public  in 
the  American  camp  on  the  19th,  with  my  orders  that 
it  should  be  made  known  at  all  the  out-posts  of  the 
American  army  as  soon  as  possible' 

In  conseqtience  of  this  declaration,  and  in  conform" 
ity  to  the  articles  of  the  treaty.  Congress  have  been 
pleased  to  pass  their  resolutions  of  the  15th  instant, 
directing  arrangements  10  be  formed  for  the  libera- 
tion of  all  prisoners,  and  other  purposes,  which  your 
Excellency  will  collect  from  the  enclosed  copy,  which 
I  transmit  for  your  observation. 

In  a  conference,  which  I  had  yesterday  with  the 
minister  at  war.  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  above- 
mentioned  resolutions,  it  has  been  agreed  between  us, 
that  the  land  prisoners  should  be  liberated  as  soon  as 


'  The  proclimxiion  tor  a  ccsutioa  of  liokiiUtici  wu  asmil  upon  And  adop- 
(«din  Congmt  on  the  Itlh  of  April.  It  in  ohKn-ablc.  ihalitwu  publuhe4in 
amp  pTcciMly  eijjht  yean  (rMn  ihe  date  oi  Ihc  dnt  act  of  hoalilitj'  at  Lea- 
Infflon.     GcDcial  Heath  dc«crihc^  the  ceremony  at  follows  : 

"  Af-ril  xytk.  At  noon  the  proclamation  tA  Con^IT<^a  for  a  cesiation  of 
bMiilitica  «H  procUimed  at  the  dooi  ol  the  New  Building,  (ollowctl  by  three 
hnuat;  after  which  a  prajer  wu  made  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Gannu,  and  an 
•nihem  {/Hiirf<inlmfr,  from  Billing*,)  kb»  performad  bj  vocal  and  iiutrumcntal 
wui»c.~—Affmuiiri,  p,  371. 
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possible,  and  that  orders  should  be  immediately  given 
for  commencing  their  march  towards  New  Yorit. 
But  as  their  situation,  by  being  removed  to  the  inte- 
rior of  the  country,  is  far  distant  from  New  York, 
which  will  make  their  march  disagreeable  and  long, 
we  have  agreed  to  submit  it  to  your  option,  whether 
to  have  them  marched  the  whole  distance  through  the 
country  or  to  have  them  delivered  at  the  nearest 
water,  where  it  may  be  convenient  for  your  ships  to 
receive  them.  Should  you  choose  the  latter,  the  fol- 
lowing arrangement  has  been  determined.  The  pris- 
oners, who  arc  lodged  at  Fredericktown  and  Winches- 
ter, in  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Marj-Iand,  in  number 
about  fifteen  hundred,  including  women  and  children, 
will  begin  their  march  on  the  route  towards  Haltimore, 
yy  where  they  may  arrive  on  the  roth  of  May  ;  at  which 
time,  should  your  ships  be  ready  to  receive  them 
there,  they  may  be  embarked,  and  proceed  to  New 
York.  If  ships  are  not  directed  to  receive  them  at  the 
time  mentioned  at  Baltimore,  they  will  proceed  by 
land  to  the  Delaware.  The  remainder  of  the  prison- 
ers, being  in  Pennsylvania,  amounting  to  about  four 
thousand  five  hundred,  may  all  (except  those  at  Read- 
ing, between  three  and  four  hundred,)  be  embarked  at 
Philadelphia,  and  also  those  from  Fredericktown  and 
Winchester,  should  they  not  be  received  at  Baltimore, 
provided  your  ships  are  there  by  the  5ih  of  May  at 
farthest.  Should  ships  not  be  ordered  by  your  Ex- 
cellency to  take  them  by  water,  they  will  be  marched 
inconvenient  detachments  of  about  five  hundred  each, 
through  the  country  to  Elizabethtown,  with  all  con- 
venient expedition.      In  any  case,  those  from  Read- 
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ing.  being  in  the  upper  part  of  Pennsylvania,  will 
march  directly  to  Elizabcthtown, 

It  is  also  submitted  to  your  option  to  send  or  not, 
as  you  shall  think  proper,  an  additional  number  of 
officers  to  attend  the  march  of  the  prisoners  through 
the  country,  and  to  prevent  any  irregularities  that 
disorderly  persons  may  be  disposed  to  commit. 

In  either  alternative  respecting  the  receipt  of  the 
prisoners,  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  the  earliest  in- 
formation, to  the  minister  at  war  in  Philadelphia,  of 
your  determinations,  that  he  may  be  able  to  make  the 
necessary  and  timely  dispositions  to  pay  all  proper 
attention  to  your  choice.  To  expedite  this  purpose, 
and  for  the  convenience  of  transportation,  I  enclose 
a  passport  for  such  officers  as  you  shall  think  proper 
to  charge  with  your  despatches  on  this  occasion. 

Respecting  the  other  subjects  contained  in  the  en- 
closed resolution  of  Congress,  as  they  may  be  dis- 
cussed with  more  precision  and  despatch  by  a  personal 
interview  between  your  Excellency  and  myself,  at 
some  convenient  time  and  intermediate  place, such  a.s 
may  be  agreed  upon  between  your  Excellency  and 
Colonel  Humphreys,  my  aid-de-camp,  who  will  have 
the  honor  to  deliver  this  letter,  I  would  only  suggest, 
that,  in  point  of  time,  the  earliest  day  you  can  name 
will  be  most  agreeable  to  me.  Should  an  interview 
be  consented  to  on  your  part,  the  governor  of  this 
State,  being  particularly  interested  in  any  arrange- 
ments, which  respect  the  restitution  of  the  post  of 
New  York,  will  attend  mc  on  this  occasion.    I  am,  &c.' 


'  To  tbc  principd  poinL*  in  thU  Idler,  SirXinjr  Caricton  wtolcio  reply: 

"  Coi»ldcriii|[  i)ic  quantity  of  tonnage  nccottry  (uf  ihr  crkcu&iioii  of  ihi* 


TO    ALEXANDER    HAMILTON. 

Nkwburc,  sa  April,  1783. 
Dear  Sir: 

1  did  not  receive  your  letter  of  the  15th  till  after  my 
return  from  Ring^vood,  where  1  had  a  meeting  with 
the  secretary  at  war  for  the  purpose  of  making  ai> 
rangements  for  the  release  of  our  prisoners,  agreeably 
to  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  15th  Inst. 

Finding  a  diversity  of  opinion  respecting  the  treaty, 
and  the  line  of  conduct  we  ought  to  observe  with  the 
prisoners,  I  requested,  in  precise  terms  to  know  from 
Gene.  Lincoln  (before  I  entered  on  the  business) 
•whether  we  were  to  exercise  our  own  judgment  with 
respect  to  the  time,  as  well  as  wa/t  of  releasing  them, 
or  was  to  be  confined  to  the  latter.  Being  informed 
that  we  had  no  option  in  the  first,  Congress  wishing 
to  be  eased  of  the  expence  as  soon  as  possible,  1  acted 
solely  on  that  ground. 

At  the  same  time  I  scruple  not  to  confess  to  you. 
that  if  this  measure  was  not  dictated  by  necessity, 
It  is,  in  my  opinion  an  impolitic  one  ;  as  we  place  our- 
selves in  the  power  of  the  British,  before  the  treaty 
is  definitive.  The  manner  in  which  peace  was  first 
announced,  &  the  subsequent  declarations  of  it,  have 

plocr,  and  ihat  rnmt  pirt  of  vrhnt  tre  hiivc  ai  hand  \%  now  Actually  emiilojfvd  tn 
this  buMnus,  and  in  tlic  rttnovingof  incuiiibraii<:t>,  which  ntusl  be  sent  ofl  pre- 
vious 10  our  dcpArtuic.  I  am  rctluccd  to  tlic  necessity  of  adopting  the  mwcli  of 
itiDc«  pritoricT!!  Ify  bnd  :  ajid  I  shall  ici.'ortlingly  avail  ni)'ael(  of  yonr  Etcellen. 
cy's  pauipart,  and  Bc<]i]aiTit  Iheminiklct  al  war  of  Ihe  choice  I  am  abli)[cd  (o 
make,  and  Uic  reasons  o[  ii.  I  atonoi  decline  the  pergonal  inierview  prupoKil 
hy  your  F.xccUcncy,  and  jiurpoi«  buing  in  a  frigate  a^  near  Tappin  as  may  be, 
where  I  undtisUrid  yov  mean  lo  lodfe.  If  1  hear  nothing  from  you  lo  ocuaaion 
an  alicration.  I  inicnd  being  up,  i>n  Ihc  ;th  of  May,  accompanied  bya  smaller 
vewel  or  two,  for  the  acivimtnodalion  of  Lieu  tenant -Gov  error  Elliot,  Chief 
Jiutioc  WiUiun  Smith,  And  ponof  my  family."— New  York.  April a4tlL. 
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led  the  country  &  army  into  a  belief  that  it  was  final. 
The  ratification  of  the  prcliminar>-  articles  on  the  5d  of 
Februar)'.  so  far  confirmed  this,  that  one  consequence 
resulting  from  it  is,  the  soldiers  for  the  war  conceive 
ihc  term  of  their  services  has  actually  expired  ;  and  I 
believe  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  Congress  or  their  offi- 
cers, to  hold  them  much,  if  any,  longer;  for  we  are 
obliged  at  this  moment  to  increase  our  guards  to  pre- 
vent rioting ;  and  the  insults  which  the  officers  meet 
with  in  attempting  to  hold  them  to  their  duty.  The 
proportion  of  these  men  amount  to  seven-eieventhsof 
the  army.  These  we  shall  loose  at  the  moment  the 
British  army  receive,  by  their  prisoners,  an  augmenta- 
tion of  five  or  60CXD  men. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  investigate  the  causes  which  in- 
duced this  measure ;  nor  the  policy  of  those  letters 
(from  authority)  which  gave  the  tone  to  the  present 
sentiment.  But  since  they  have  been  adopted,  we 
ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  put  a  good  face  upon  mat- 
ters ;  and  by  a  liberal  conduct  throughout  on  our  part 
(freed  from  appearances  of  distrust)  try  if  we  cannot 
excite  similar  dispositions  on  theirs.  Indeed  circum- 
stanced as  things  ffoif/  are,  1  wish  most  fervently  that 
all  the  troops  which  are  not  retained  for  a  peace  estab- 
lishment were  to  be  discharged  immediately,  or  such 
of  them,  at  least,  as  do  not  incline  to  await  the  set- 
tlement of  their  accts.  If  they  continue  here,  their 
claims,  I  can  plainly  perceive,  will  increase,  and  our 
perplexities  multiply.  A  petition  is  this  moment 
handed  to  me  from  the  non-comd.  officers  of  the  Con- 
necticut line  soliciting  half  pay.  It  is  well  drawn,  I 
am  told,  but  I  did  not  read  it.     1  sent  it  back  without 
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appearing  to  understand  the  contents,  because  it  did 
not  come  through  the  channel  of  their  officers.  This 
may  be  followed  by  others  and  I  mention  it  to  show 
the  necessity,  the  absolute  necessity,  of  discharging 
the  warsm/n  as  soon  as  possible. 

1  have  taken  much  pains  to  support  Mr.Morris's  ad- 
ministration in  the  army,  and  in  proportion  to  its 
numbers  I  believe  he  had  not  more  friends  anywhere. 
But  if  he  will  neither  adopt  the  mode  which  has  been 
suggested,  point  out  any  other,  nor  show  cause  why 
the  first  IS  either  impracticable  or  impolitic  (I  have 
heard  he  objects  to  it)  they  will  certainly  attribute  their 
disappointment  to  a  lukewarmness  in  him.  or  some 
design  incompatible  with  their  interests.  And  here, 
my  dear  Colo.  Hamilton,  let  me  assure  you  that  it 
would  not  be  more  difficult  to  still  the  raging  billows 
in  a  tempestuous  gale,  than  to  convince  the  officers  of 
thisarmy  of  the  justice  or  policy  of  paying  men  in 
civil  offices  full  wages,  when  they  cannot  obtain  a  six- 
tieth part  of  their  dues.  I  am  not  unapprised  of  the 
arguments  which  are  made  use  of  upon  this  occasion. 
to  discriminate  the  cases  ;  but  they  really  are  futile; 
and  may  be  summed  up  in  this:  that  tho'  both  are 
contending  for  the  same  rights  &  expect  equal  bene- 
fits, yet,  both  cannot  submit  to  the  same  inconven- 
iences to  obtain  them ;  otherwise,  to  adopt  the  lan- 
guage of  simplicity  and  plainness,  a  ration  of  salt  pork, 
with  or  without  pease,  as  the  case  often  is,  would  sup- 
port the  one  as  well  as  the  other,  &  in  such  a  struggle 
as  ours  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  alike  honorable  in 
both. 
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My  anxiety  to  get  home  increases  with  the  prospect 
of  it,  but  when  is  it  to  happen  ?  1  have  not  heard  that 
Congress  have  yet  had  under  consideration  the  lands 
and  other  gratuities,  which  at  different  periods  of  the 
war  have  been  promised  to  the  army.  Does  not  these 
things  evince  the  necessity  of  a  committee's  repairing 
to  camp,  in  order  to  arrange  Si.  adjust  matters  with- 
out spending  time  in  a  tedious  exchange  of  tetters. 
Unless  something  of  this  kind  is  adopted,  business 
will  be  delayed  &  expences  accumulated,  or  the  army 
will  break  up  in  disorder,  go  home  enraged,  com- 
plaining of  injustice  &  committing  enormities  on  the 
innocent  inhabitants  in  every  direction. 

I  write  to  you  unreservedly.  If,  therefore,  contrary 
to  my  apprehension  all  these  matters  arc  in  a  proper 
train.  &  Mr.  Morris  has  devised  means  to  give  the 
army  three  months'  pay,  you  will,  I  am  persuaded, 
excuse  my  precipitancy  and  solHcitude,  by  ascribing 
it  to  an  earnest  wish  to  see  the  war  happily  &  hon- 
orably terminated  ;  to  my  anxiou<;  desire  of  enjoying 
some  repose,  &  the  necessity  of  my  paying  a  little 
attention  to  my  private  concerns,  which  have  suffered 
considerably  in  eight  years'  absence.     ♦     ♦     • 


J^ 


TO   TENCH    TILGMHAN. 

Niwavxa,  24  April,  1783. 
!AR    StR. 

I  receiv'd  with  much  pleasure  the  kind  congratula- 
tions contained  in  your  letter  of  the  25th  ulto.  from 
Phila.  on  the  honble.  termination  of  the  War. — No 
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man,  indeed,  can  relish  the  approachinj^  Peace  with 
more  heartfelt,  and  grateful  satisfaction  than  myself. 
A  mind  always  upon  the  stretch,  and  tortured  with  a 
deversity  of  perplexing  circumstances,  needed  a 
respite  ;  and  I  anticipate  the  pleasure  of  a  Hltle  repose. 
It  has  been  happy  for  me,  always,  to  have  Gentlemen 
about  mc  willing  to  share  my  troubles,  and  help  me 
out  of  difficulties — to  none  of  these  can  1  attribute  a 
greater  share  of  merit  than  to  you. 

I  can  scarce  form  an  idea  at  this  moment,  when  I 
shall  be  able  to  leave  this  place.  The  distresses  of 
the  Army  for  want  of  money  ;  the  embarrassments  of 
Congress,  and  the  consequent  delays,  and  disappoint- 
ments on  all  sides,  encompass  me  with  difficulties : 
and  produce  every  day  some  fresh  source  of  uneasi- 
ness. But  as  1  now  see  the  port  opening  to  which  I 
have  been  steering.  I  shall  persevere  till  I  have  gained 
the  entrance  of  it.  I  will  then  leave  the  States  to 
improve  their  present  Constitution,  so  as  to  make 
that  Peace  and  Independency,  which  we  have  fought 
for  and  obtained,  a  blessing  to  the  millions  yet  un- 
born. But  to  do  this,  liberallity  must  supply  the 
place  of  prejudice,  and  unreasonable  jealousies  must 
yield  to  that  confidence  which  ought  to  be  placed  in 
the  Sovereign  power  of  these  States.  In  a  word, 
the  Constitution  of  Congress  must  be  competent 
to  the  general  purposes  of  Government,  and  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  bind  us  together.  Otherwise 
we  shall  be  like  a  rope  of  Sand,  and  as  easily 
broken ;  and  may  in  a  short  time,  become  the  sport 
of  European  Politics  even  if  we  should  be  disposed  to 
Peace  among  ourselves. 
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From  the  intimation  in  your  Letter,  and  what  [ 
have  heard  from  others,  I  presume  this  Letter  will 
find  you  in  a  state  of  Wedlock. — On  this  happy  event 
I  pray  you.  and  your  Lady,  to  accept  of  my  best 
wishes,  and  sincerest  congratulations  in  which  Mrs. 
[Washington  joins  hers  most  cordially.     With  &c. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

HttAD-QuAKTut,  J  HajT,  1783. 

Sir, 

1  take  the  liberty  to  mention  to  your  Excellency, 
that,  in  attending  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of 
the  15th  of  April,  respecting  the  posts  in  the  United 
States  occupied  by  the  British  troops,  I  find  it  neces- 
sary to  apply  for  a  more  particular  explanation  of  the 
intentions  of  Congress  than  is  there  expressed.* 

Talcing  it  for  granted,  that  the  northern  and  western 
posts  are  included  within  the  ideas  of  Congress, 
as  well  as  New  York,  arrangements  for  receiving  pos- 
session of  those  posts  are  to  be  made  with  General 
Haldimand,  who  commands  in  the  district  of  Canada. 
As  the  communication  with  him  is  distant  and  will 
take  much  lime,  previous  to  commencing  this  corre- 
spondence it  will  be  requisite  that  I  should  be  as  fully 
instructed  as  circumstances  will  admit,  of  the  inten- 
tions of   Congress  respecting  these  frontier   posts ; 

*  By  B  rcholve  of  the  1  jth  of  April, the  Commanilei-iit-ehief  wu  initrucled  ti> 
aiftkc  MTAntccmciiU  with  tlic  British  coramaiiJcr  for  receiving  poMCMion  of  ibo 
paUheld  by  the  Bntiih  imopniii  the  United  Stales  *nd  [urobLihiiri^  ihe  deliv- 
•tf  of  All  negroes •nd  olliarprnpert).  which  by  ihcU<Aty  were  lalu; given  up.  It 
«u  nko  tcwUcil  tbal  the  Sccrcloiy  al  War,  in  canjanclion  willi  tbi  C'OIII- 
mBti-Jer-in-chlel,  iliould  concert  ineat>urH  for  libcrsting  all  ihc  Initd  prhontn. 
Tbcy  hail  tecenlly  met  kl  Kingwood  for  this  purpOM. 
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particularly  what  footing  they  are  to  be  placed  upon, 
and  what  number  of  men  shall  be  sent  to  maintain 
them  upon  the  peace  establishment.  Congress  will 
also  be  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  adopting-  the 
earliest  measures  possible  for  procuring  the  men,  for 
garrisoning  those  posts.  Whether  this  shall  be  ef- 
fected by  detaching  the  three  years'  men  of  the  present 
army,  or  furnishing  them  in  some  other  manner,  will 
be  also  to  determine. 

The  posts  should  certainly  be  occupied  by  the 
United  States  troops  the  moment  they  are  evacuated 
by  the  British.  Should  this  be  neglected,  I  have  my 
fears,  chat  they  may  be  burned  or  destroyed  by  the 
Indians,  or  some  other  evil-minded  persons,  whose 
disaffection  to  the  government  of  the  United  States 
may  lead  them  to  such  enormities. 

Arrangements  for  transporting  the  necessary  artil- 
lery, stores,  ammunition,  and  provisions,  will  require 
time,  and  need  immediate  attention.  The  season  for 
doing  this  work  is  now  at  hand  ;  and  if  suffered  to 
pass  off,  it  will  be  exceedingly  difficult  if  not  imprac- 
ticable to  effect  their  transportation,  particularly 
through  the  small  water  communications,  which  in 
the  present  season  will  be  Pound  verj'  convenient,  but 
which  the  summer  heats  will  render  so  low,  as  to 
become  almost  impassable. 

Persuaded  that  Congress  will  view  these  subjects 
in  the  same  important  light  that  I  do,  1  promise  my- 
self that  I  shall  be  favored  with  their  instructions  at 
the  earliest  moment  possible.      I  am,  &c.' 

'  R«»d  in  Con(T<M,  MkjMh. 
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SOBSTAhXE    OF  THE   CONFERENCE   BETWEEN    GEN.  WASH* 

INCTON  AND  SIR  CUV  CARI.ETON.  AT  AN  INTERVIEW 

AT  ORANCETOWN,   6TH    MAY,    1 783, 

General  Washington  opened  the  Conference  by  observing 
that  he  heretofore  had  iransmiiicd  lo  Sir  Guy  Carlclon  the  reso- 
lutions of  Congress  of  the  is(h  ulto,  that  he  conceived  a  personal 
Conference  would  be  the  most  speedy  &  satisfactory  mode  of 
discussing  and  settling  the  Business  ;  and  that  therefore  be  had 
requested  the  Inter\-iew — Thai  the  retolQtions  of  Congress  re- 
lated to  three  distinct  matters,  namely,  the  setting  at  Liberty  the 
lirisonent,  the  receiving  giossessiun  of  the  posts  occupied  by  the 
British  Troops,  and  the  obtaing.  the  Deliver^'  of  all  Negroes  & 
other  properly  of  the  Inhubiiants  of  these  States  in  the  possession 
of  the  Foices  or  subjects  of,  or  adherents  to  his  Britannic  Majes- 
ty,— That  with  respect  to  the  Liberation  of  the  prisoners,  he  had, 
as  far  as  the  Business  rested  with  him,  put  it  in  Train,  by  meetg.  & 
conferring  with  the  Secretary  at  War,  &  concertg.  with  him  the 
proper  measure!^  (nr  collecting  the  prisoners  &  forwarding  them 
to  N.  York,  and  that  it  was  to  be  optional  with  Sir  Guy,  whether 
the  prisoners  should  march  by  land,  or  whether  he  would  send 
Transports  to  coavcy  them  by  Water — and  that  the  Sccty.  at  War 
was  to  communicate  with  Sir  Guy  Carlcton  on  the  subject  &  ob- 
tain his  Determination. 

With  respect  to  the  other  two  Matters  which  were  the  Objects  of 
the  Resolutions,  General  Washington  requested  the  Sentiments  of 
General  Carleton, 

Sir  Guy  then  observed  that  his  Expectations  of  a  peace  had 
been  such  that  he  had  anticipated  the  Event  by  very  early  com- 
mencing his  preparations  to  withdraw  the  British  Troops  from 
this  Country — and  that  every  preparation  which  his  situation  & 
cifcumstances  would  permit  was  still  continued — That  an  addi- 
tional Number  of  Transports,  and  which  were  expected,  were 
neoeuary  to  remove  the  Troops  &  Stores — and  as  it  was  impossible 
lo  ascertain  the  Time  when  the  Transports  would  arrive,  their 
passages  depending  on  the  casualties  of  the  Seas,  he  was  there- 
fore unable  to  fix  a  determinate  period  within  which  the  British 
i6 
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forces  would  be  withdrawn  from  ihe  City  of  New  York— But  that 
it  was  hh  desire  lo  exceed  even  oui  own  Wishes  in  this  Kespect, 
&  That  he  was  using  every  means  in  his  jiowcr  lo  cffeci  wiih 
all  possible  despatch  an  Evacuatioa  of  that  S:  every  other  post 
within  the  United  States,  occupied  by  the  British  Troops,  under 
his  Direction — That  he  considered  as  included  in  the  prepara- 
tions for  the  final  Departure  of  the  B.  Troops,  the  previously 
sending  away  those  persons,  who  supposed  that,  from  the  part 
they  had  taken  in  the  present  War,  it  would  lie  must  eligible  for 
them  to  leave  ilie  Country— and  that  upwards  of  6,«oo  persons  of 
this  Character  had  embarked  &  sailed — and  that  in  this  Embark- 
ation a  Number  of  Negroes  were  comprised — General  Washing* 
ton  therefore  expressed  his  Suri>rize,  that  after  what  appeared  to 
him  an  express  Stipulation  to  the  contrary  in  the  Treaty,  Ne- 
groes the  property  of  the  Inhabitants  of  these  States  should  be 
sent  o(r. 

To  which  Sir  Gay  Carletun  replied,  that  he  wished  to  be  con* 
sidered  as  giving  no  consltuctioo  of  the  Treaty — That  by  Pr^- 
erty  in  the  Treaty  might  only  be  intended  Properly  at  th<  Time, 
the  Negroes  were  sent  off — That  there  was  a  difference  in  the 
Mode  of  Expression  in  the  Treaty  ;  Archives,  Papers,  &c.,  8tc., 
were  to  be  rtilared — Negroes  &  other  property  were  only  not  to 
be  destroyed  or  tarri<d  away.  But  he  principally  insisted  that 
he  conceived  it  could  not  have  been  the  Intention  of  the  B.  Oov- 
erament  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  to  rediioe  themselves  to  the 
necessity  of  violating  their  faith  to  the  Negroes  who  came  into 
the  British  Lines  under  the  proclamation  of  his  Predecessors  in 
Command — That  he  forebore  to  express  his  sentiments  on  the 
propriety  of  those  proclamations,  but  that  delivering  up  the  Ne- 
groes  to  their  former  Masters  would  be  delivering  thera  up  some 
possibly  to  Execution,  and  others  to  severe  punishments,  which  in 
his  Opinion  would  be  a  dishonorable  violation  of  the  public 
Faith,  pledged  to  the  Negroes  in  the  proclamations — That  if  the 
sending  off  the  Negroes  should  hereafter  be  declared  an  Infrac- 
tion of  the  Treaty,  Compensation  must  be  made  by  the  Crown  of 
G  Britain  to  the  Owners — that  he  had  taken  measures  to  provide 
for  this,  by  directing  a  Register  to  be  kept  of  all  the  Negroes  who 
were  sent  off,  specifying  the  Name,  Age  &  Occupation  of  the 
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person,  and  the  Name,  &  Place  of  Residence  of  his  former  Mu- 
ter, Genl,  Wa-ihington  again  ob*erved  that  he  conceived  this  Con- 
duct on  the  part  of  Genl.  Carleton.a  Departure  from  both  the 
Letter  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Articles  of  Peace; — and  particuUriy 
mentioned  a  difficulty  that  would  arise  in  compensating  the  pro- 
pnetors  of  Negroes,  admitlini;  this  infraction  of  the  Treaty  can 
be  satisfied  by  such  compensation  as  Sir  Guy  had  alluded  to,  u 
it  was  impossih!e  to  ascertain  the  Value  of  the  Slaves  from  any 
Fact  or  Circumstance  which  may  appear  in  the  Register, — the 
Value  of  a  Slave  consisting  chiefly  in  his  Industry  and  Sobriety — 
&  Genl.  Washington  mentioned  a  further  Difficulty  which 
would  attend  Identifying  the  Slave,  supposing  him  to  have 
changed  his  own  and  to  have  given  in  a  wrong  Name  of  his 
Master. — In  answer  to  which  Sir  Guy  Carleton  said,  that  as  the 
NcgToc  was  free  &  secured  against  his  Master,  he  could  have  no 
inducement  to  conceal  his  own  true  Name  or  that  of  his  Master 
— Sir  Guy  Carleton  then  observed  that  by  the  Treaty  he  was  not 
held  to  deliver  up  any  properly  but  was  only  restricted  from  car- 
r>-ing  it  away — and  therefore  admitting  the  interpretation  of  the 
Treaty  as  given  by  Genl,  Washington  to  be  just,  he  was  notwith- 
standing pursuing  a  Measure  which  would  operate  most  for  the 
security  of  the  proprietors.  For  if  the  Negrocn  were  led  to  them- 
selves without  Care  or  Controul  from  hira,  numbers  of  them  would 
very  probably  go  off,  and  not  return  to  the  parts  of  the  Country 
from  whence  they  rame,  or  clandestinely  get  on  Board  the  Trans- 
ports in  such  a  manner  as  would  not  be  in  his  Power  to  prevent 
—in  either  of  which  Cases  an  inevitable  Loss  would  ensue  to  the 
proprietors — But  as  the  Business  was  now  conducted  they  had  at 
least  a  Chance  (or  Compensation — Sir  Guy  concluded  the  Con- 
versation on  this  subject  by  saying  that  he  Imagined  that  the 
mode  of  Compensating  as  well  as  the  Amount  and  other  points 
with  respect  to  which  there  was  no  provision  made  in  the  Treaty, 
must  he  adjusted  by  Commissioncni  to  be  hereafter  appointed  by 
the  two  Nations — 

The  subject  of  withdrawing  the  British  Ttoo|>s  from  the  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  wa.4  again  resumed,  and  Sir  Guy 
Carleton  declared  his  willingness,  at  a  short  day  to  be  agreed 
OD  between  him  &  Genl.  Washington,  to  evacuate  all  his  Posts  in 
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West  ChcstcT  County,  and  to  issue  his  Orders  that  the  British 
Troops  should  not  on  any  pretence,  pass  the  river,  which  sepa- 
rates that  County  (rom  the  Island  of  N.  York — but  vrith  respect  to 
a  reUn(|uiiihment  of  any  part  of  Long  Island,  he  was  apprehen- 
sive it  would  be  ailended  with  Difficulties  &  Inconveniences — 
particularly  he  was  fcarfull  it  would  tend  to  favor  Desertions 
from  the  British  Army,  and  therefore  he  would  ^ivc  no  determi* 
nate  answer,  hut  he  was  disposed  immediately  to  abandon  Pen- 
obscot if  General  Washington  should  choose  it,  iho'  he  Kaid  that 
would  necessarily  retard  the  Evacuation  of  N.  York,  as  there 
were  not  a  competent  Number  of  Transports  to  convey  the 
Troops  &  Stores  from  both  places  at  ihe  same  Time. 

The  Conference  lasted  some  Hours  hut  as  much  passed  which 
both  Generals  expressed  their  wishes  might  be  considered  as 
desultory  Conversation,  it  is  not  recapitulated   in   the   above 
Naralive  which  contains  only  the  substance  of  the  Conference  a&, 
far  as  it  related  to  the  points  intended  to  be  discussed  &  settled' 
at  the  Interview. 

We  having  been  present  at  the  Conference  do  certify  the  above 

to  be  true. 

George  Clinton       Jno.  M.  Scott. 

Egbert  Benson        Jona.  Trumbull,  Jur, 


TO    SIR    GUY    CARLETON. 

OmA^GiCTOWN,  6  Majr,  1783. 

Sir, 

In  my  letter  of  the  aist  of  April,  1  enclosed  to 
your  Excellency  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  Congress 
of  the  i5t:h,  instructing  me  in  three  points,  which 
appeared  necessary  for  carrying  into  effect  the  terms 
of  the  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  of  America;  and  I  informed  you,  that  such 
part  as  rested  upon  my  decision,  and  which  regarded 
the  release  of  prisoners,  had  been  determined,  and 
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was  then  ordered  to  be  carried  into  execution. 
Upon  the  other  two  points,  as  they  respected  the 
receiving  possession  of  the  posts  in  occupation  of 
the  British  troops,  and  the  carrying  away  any 
negroes  or  other  property  of  the  American  Inhabi- 
tants, and  both  being  within  your  control,  I  had  the 
honor  to  propose  a  persona)  interview  with  your 
Excellency,  that  the  subject  might  be  freely  dis- 
cussed, and  that  measures  might  be  agreed  upon,  for 
carrj'ing  into  execution  those  points  of  the  seventh 
article  of  the  treaty,  agreeably  to  their  true  intent 
and  spirit. 

Having  been  favored  this  day  with  a  personal 
conference,  I  have  now,  to  prevent  misapprehension 
or  misconstruction,  and  that  I  may  be  enabled  to 
fulfil  my  instructions  with  fidelity  and  with  can- 
dor, the  honor  to  propose,  agreeably  to  our 
conversation,  that  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased 
to  give  me  in  writing  information  as  to  what  meas- 
ures are  adopting,  on  your  part,  for  carr)'ing  into 
execution  that  point  of  the  treaty,  which  regards 
the  evacuation  of  the  posts  now  in  possession  of  the 
British  troops  and  under  your  Excellency's  com- 
mand ;  and  also  at  what  time  it  is  probable  those 
posts,  or  any  of  them,  may  be  relinquished,  and 
the  fleets  and  armies  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  with- 
drawn.' 


■  "  The  civil  fiir{tdi<tio»  of  Westdutltr  Conntr.  Sit  C«>  apfxared  very 
willing,  in  hit  oanvcisalion,  lo  rclintjuith  ta  the  Sutr,  bm  wbnt  icpiy  he  vritl 
m»\t  \a  Ihp  Governor,  when  lie  cornea  to  reduce  it  lu  writing.  I  don't  know. 
I'Onc  UUihI  he  tccmcil  to  think  could  n'^t  b«  tocMJl}'  delivered  up.  It  would 
be  tllendeJ  with  manr  inconvenience*,  and  mentioned  parlicuUil)'  Uie  facUity 
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Respecting  the  other  point  of  discussion,  in  addi- 
tion to  what  I  mentioned  in  my  communication  of 
the  2 1  St  ultimo,  I  took  occasion  in  our  conference  to 
inform  your  Excellency,  that,  in  consequence  of 
your  letter  of  the  14th  of  April  to  Robert  R.  Liv- 
ing^ton,  Esquire,  Congress  had  been  pleased  to 
make  a  further  reference  to  me  of  that  letter,  and 
had  directed  me  to  take  such  measures  as  should  be 
found  necessary  for  carrying  into  effect  the  several 
matters  mentioned  by  you  therein.'  En  the  course 
of  our  conversation  on  this  point,  I  was  surprised  to 
hear  you  mention,  that  an  embarkation  had  already 
taken  place,  in  which  u.  targe  number  of  negroes  had 


it  wonM  give  to  dcscitiotis,  loU  the  necessity  oi  holding  il  for  (he  uccommodaiil 
tlon  of  those  people  who  must  e\-entuaUy  be  olillged  to  leave  the  counliy. 
Stai«n  Uland  wai  ftUo  neceukTT'  for  his  convenience."' —  tfatkingt^tt  U  Xfittwt 
Jt.  tiviagiSoH,  J3  Mfty,  1783. 

^  In  the  letter  here  meBlioned,  Sir  Guy  Carlcton  hod  rec^ucited,  that  Coo- 
grau  H>ould  vmpower  tomt  penoD  or  penona  to  no  into  New  VotIc,  and  auift 
mdi  permiu  u  he  should  appoini  to  inspect  and  superintend  the  embukstion 
of  pononB  ftnd  property,  in  fultilment  o(  the  ieventh  ■riicle  of  the  proviiionaL: 
treaty,  and  "  that  they  would  be  plcoMd  to  reprewnt  to  him  every  in(racti<ni| 
of  ibe  Idler  or  »piril  ol  the  treaty.  Ibal  redrO'i  minhl  be  iminediaicly  ordered. * 
— Difhmalit  Corrtspondiiuf,  vol.  »i.,  p.  335.      The  commuiionert  ap))ointedC| 
by  Gcncml  Wuhiiit^ion   (ur   thin  pnrpoxe  were   Egbert  Bnuon,  William  S. 
Snutli.  and  Dani«l  rarher.     Their  intiniclione  wete  dsied  the  Bih  ri(  May. 

Soon  nCtcr  the  commiiaioneia  iirrived  in  Nuw  Vork,  Ccncial  WaiJiingloa 
aeul  to  Colonel  Smith  a  lid  of  the  tillca  of  bookb.  irhich  hv  had  lelccied  from 
■  dlalo^e  puhlishiHl  hy  a  bookseller  in  a  ^aieile,  and  which  he  nqucued 
Colonel  Smith  lo  purchatc  (or  bin.  The  reftdet  may  he  (tirious  to  know  the 
kind  oF  works  to  which  liis  ibuughta  were  at  this  tunc  directed.  They  were 
tbe  following  1  Lile  of  Charlet  the  Twclfih  ;  Life  of  Louis  the  Fifteenth  • 
Life  and  Kcign  of  Pctci  the  G»Mt ;  Rubcrl>on'»  Hiatory  o(  Aiiieri<»  ;  Vol- 
Uirc's  Let  ten  :  Vcrtut's  Kevolution  of  Rome,  and  Kevulutiun  uf  PurHigal: 
Life  o(  GustniruE  Adslphut ;  Sully's  Memoirs  ;  Goldsmith's  Natural  Mtitlarx; 
Caapaig'n  vi  ^tkrlila)  Turennc  i  Chambaud't  French  and  Enj-li»h  Diction- 
•17  ;  Locke  on  the  Human  Undemanding ;  Robertson's  Cbarlrs  the  Fifth. 
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been  carried  away.  Whether  this  conduct  is  con- 
sonant to,  or  how  far  it  may  be  deemed  an  infraction 
of  the  treaty,  is  not  for  me  to  decide.  I  cannot, 
however,  conceal  from  you,  that  my  private  opinion 
is,  that  the  measure  is  totally  different  from  the  let- 
ter and  spirit  of  the  treaty.  But,  waving  the  discus- 
sion of  the  point,  and  leaving  its  decision  to  our 
respective  sovereigns,  1  find  it  my  duty  to  signify  my 
readiness,  in  conjunction  with  your  Excellency,  lo 
enter  into  any  agreement,  or  to  take  any  measures, 
which  may  be  deemed  expedient,  to  prevent  the 
future  carr>'Jng  away  of  any  negroes,  or  other  prop- 
erty of  the  American  inhabitants.  I  beg  the  favor 
of  your  Excellency's  reply,  and  have  the  honor  to 
be,  &c.' 


TO    MAJOR-CiENERAL    PUTNAM. 

He«d.Qiuftn»,  a  June,  1783, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  20th  of  May  1  received  with  much 
pleasure  ;  for  I  can  assure  you.  that,  among  the  many 
worthy  and  meritorious  officers,  with  whom  I  have  had 

' "  The  breach  of  th«i  [aitklc]  which  iiipnlaic<1  a  reitoraiion  of  ntgrocai,  <vDI 
be  m>(le  ihe  subject  of  a  ]>oini<d  rmionitimnM  (rom  our  miniiler  in  Europe  (o 
tbe  Brilt»h  Court,  with  u  dema4id  of  tctMnlloo  ;  uid  in  Uic  Encanlimc  C«o1: 
WadiiRKlon  b  to  IntUl  on  a  more  TaiUilul  obatervuicc  <ai  that  tlipiiUtioa  at 
H«w  Voilt." — Virginia  DfU^tei  i»  Ctngrtsi  t^the  Gatdntef  a/  Vtrgiitit,  37 
M»y.  1783. 

"  Some  of  tnj'  mm  (Jitve*.  and  ihow  of  Mr.  Limd  WashingTon  who  lives  at 
Wf  kottM,  may  prohtMy  b«  id  New  Vork,  but  I  am  anabte  to  |^«x  you  t&cif 
docriplion — their  name*  Ito'ng  so  cully  cbaui^d,  will  be  (ruillew  to  gire  you. 
If  by  chance  you  doulii  come  at  tbe  knowlettje  of  any  of  thein.  I  will  ba 
iBiich  obliged  by  your  Kcuring  ihcm,  10  that  I  may  obtain  ihcm  again.'*— 
ffor^i'iVAn*  *>  Damrl  Parker,  sS  Apnl.  17B3. 
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the  happiness  to  be  connected  in  service  through  the 
course  of  this  war,  and  from  whose  cheerful  assistance 
and  advice  I  have  received  much  support  and  confi- 
dence, in  the  various  and  trying  vicissitudes  of  a  com* 
plicated  contest,  the  nameof  a  Putnam  is  notforgotten  ; 
nor  will  it  be  but  with  that  stroke  of  time,  which  shall 
obliterate;  from  my  mind  the  remembrance  of  all  those 
toils  and  fatigues,  through  which  we  have  struggled 
for  the  preservation  and  establishment  of  the  rights, 
liberties,  and  independence  of  our  country. 

Your  congratulations  on  the  happy  prospects  of 
peace  and  independent  security,  with  their  attendant 
blessings  to  the  United  Stales,  1  receive  with  great 
satisfaction  ;  and  beg  that  you  will  accept  a  return  of 
my  gratulations to  you  on  this  auspicious  event;  an 
event,  in  which,  great  as  it  Is  in  itself,  and  glorious  as 
it  will  probably  be  in  its  consequences,  you  have  a  right 
to  participate  largely,  from  the  distinguished  part  you 
have  contributed  towards  its  attainment. 

But  while  1  contemplate  the  greatness  of  the  object 
for  which  we  have  contended,  and  felicitate  you  on 
the  happy  issue  of  our  toils  and  labors  which  have 
terminated  with  such  general  satisfaction,  1  lament  that 
you  should  feel  the  ungrateful  returns  of  a  country,  in 
whose  service  you  have  exhausted  your  bodily  health, 
and  expended  the  vigor  of  a  youthful  constitution. 
I  wish,  however,  that  your  expectations  of  returning 
sentiments  of  liberality  may  be  verified.  I  have  a 
hope,  they  may  ;  but,  should  they  not,  your  case  will 
not  be  a  singular  one.  Ingratitude  has  been  experi- 
enced in  all  ages,  and  republics  in  particular  have 
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ever  bocn  famed  for  the  exercise  of  that  unnatural 
and  sordid  vice. 

The  secretary  at  war,  who  is  now  here,  informs  me 
that  you  haveever  been  considered  asentituled  to  full 
pay  since  your  absence  from  the  field  ;  and  that  you 
will  be  still  considered  in  that  light  till  the  close  of  the 
war,  at  which  period  you  will  be  equally  entituled  to 
the  same  emolument  of  half-pay  or  commutation  as 
other  officers  of  your  rank.  The  same  opinion  is  also 
given  by  the  paymaster-general,  who  is  now  with  the 
army,  empowered  by  Mr.  Morris  for  the  settlement  of 
all  their  accounts,  and  who  will  attend  to  yours  when- 
ever you  shall  think  proper  to  send  on  for  the  pur- 
pose ;  which  it  will  probably  be  best  for  you  to  do  in 
a  short  time. 

1  anticipate  with  pleasure  the  day.  and  that  I  trust 
not  far  off,  when  I  shall  quit  the  busy  scenes  of  a  mili- 
tary employment,  and  retire  to  the  more  tranquil  walks 
of  domestic  life  In  that,  or  whatever  other  situation 
Providence  may  dispose  my  future  days,  the  remem- 
brance of  the  many  friendships  and  connexions  I  have 
had  the  happiness  to  contract  with  the  gentlemen  of 
the  army  will  be  one  of  my  most  jjrateful  reflections. 
Under  this  contemplation,  and  impressed  with  the 
sentiments  of  benevolence  and  regard,  I  commend 
you,  my  dear  Sir,  my  other  friends,  and  with  them  the 
interests  and  happiness  of  our  dear  countr>',  to  the 
keeping  and  protection  of  Almighty  God. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 


I^im■ln  had  ticea  absent  from  the  anny  niaoe  Oecciubcr,  I779< 
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TO    ROBERT    MORRIS. 

HeADQUAKTINS,  NCWBUXC, 

3  June.  1783. 

Dear  Sir. 

Your  favor  of  the  29th  ulto  has  been  duly  received. 

We  are  now  preparing  to  carr>'  into  execution  the 
Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  26  of  May  and  I  am 
making  out  the  furloughs  accordingly — but  I  am  ex- 
tremely apprehensive  that  insuperable  difficulties  and 
the  worst  of  consequences  may  be  expected,  unless 
the  Notes  you  mention  shall  be  paid  to  the  Officers 
and  men  before  their  departure  from  this  Canton- 
ment— it  is  for  the  sole  purpose  of  bringing  them 
forward  to  the  Pay  Mastr.  with  the  greatest  expedi* 
tion,  that  1  send  the  Messenger  who  is  the  bearer  of 
this — pray  do  not  delay  him  a  single  instant,  but  if 
all  the  Notes  should  not  be  ready  forward  the  remain- 
der by  the  earliest  possible  opportunity,  &  be  so  good 
as  to  inform  us  when  they  may  be  expected — 

I  write  in  haste  &  with  earnestness  because  some 
circumstances  which  have  just  come  to  my  knowledge 
make  It  necessary  not  a  moment's  time  should  be  lost.' 

The'  it  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  at  least  a 
Month's  Pay  could  not  have  been  given  to  the  Troops 
ia  money  before  they  left  this  place  ;  yet,  I  am  in 

'  "Ihaveat  times  ihroagh  the  coune  or  tlijs  winter  had  mucliuixieljp  from  ihe 
dbpontionof  thclroops  ia  thiaDep«irUDenl,  bui  happily  the  pr»pc<Uof  peace 
have  given  me  much  relief,  and  wc  shall  I  hope  be  able  to  quit  the  field  with* 
oat  any  diignicrful  cxcemex.  The  princtpai  nticiuineiG  now  remaining,  aricei 
IrMn  an  aiuiotx  and  tuipaticnce  i/  the  mtn  fcr  the  mar,  wliu  hare  thtdr  mindi 
imprcneil  with  an  idea  that  the  war  ik  xX  un  end.  ami  t^iftt  ihey  are  enctlled  to 
their  (Ji«chftrge*.  If  Ih*  definitive  treaty  i«  not  too  long  delayed,  I  have  a  hop* 
tliat  even  this circumttance  will  paisovor  easier  thui  haibccn  fc«rcil," — Waji- 
in^ttm  ft)  Majpr  Genrra/  Qrttfu.  |8  May.  1783. 


»783] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


aji 


hopes  your  Notes  will  in  some  measure  remedy  the 
Evils  which  might  have  been  expected  from  their 
disappointment.  Nothing  else  can  now  avert  the 
most  alarming  consequences  or  distresses  of  the  most 
cruel  nature,  particularly  to  the  Officers. 

Before  I  retire  from  public  life,  I  shall  with  the 
greatest  freedom  give  my  sentiments  to  the  States  on 
several  political  subjects,  amongst  those  will  be  com- 
prehended the  particular  object  you  recommend  to 
my  attention.      With  great  regard,  &c. 


TO    MAJOK-GENERAL    HEATH. 

Hkad-Quaktzbs,  6  June,  17B}. 

Sir. 

Before  I  make  a  reply  to  the  subject  of  the  address' 
of  the  generals  and  officers,  commanding  the  regi- 
ments and  corps  of  this  army,  presented  by  yourself 
yesterday,  I  entreat  that  those  gentlemen  will  accept 
my  warmest  acknowledgment  for  the  confidence  they 
have  been  pleased  to  repose  in  me.     They  may  be 

'  The  addfCM  repreicnted  (he  djitrcsm  rauliinc  from  the  measuivt  locidcnt 
lo  the  reM>]ut)Oii  of  CASgicst  «f  May  36ih.  The  tuo  i,ubjei:ls  of  eompltunl 
»«rc  l)i«  d<Uy  in  lb*  tlirce  m<;ntb>'  pnymcnl,  uid  tlie  wkut  of  a  Kltknieut  ti 
■ccoKiits.  To  obviate  tlicm  Washington  gave  UKuranceii  that  Concrew  wu 
Uteniive  l«  the  mnltM,  and  h«  wrol«  talh«  Precidenr,  on  the  7th  :  "  While  1 
couid«r  it  a  tribute  of  juKicc  on  tbi*  occMion,  to  mention  the  tcmpcnie  and 
orderl)'  behavior  of  the  whole  army,  and  piitlculaily  the  nccommodating  tplrit 
of  thcoAcerain  aimnglnf  themcelvet  tn  the  command  of  the  ba-ttalioni,  wUch 
will  bcconpoacd  of  ihc  three  yean'  men,  pcmiii  me  to  recall  10  mind  nil  their 
(amer  Miflerings and  meritt,  and  lo  recommend  llieir  remonaLiie  reiivect  to  the 
early  and  f«vor«t>le  n«t)C«af  Congrcw,"  A  coinmitice,  compowdor  Ilotniltoti, 
61»iiil.  aiu)  MadUon,  appmred  of  what  Ws-ihineton  had  done,  and  acnt  his 
leKct  lo  (he  Staiet,  with  a  fecotnni«ndation  to  "  fadliiate  Ihe  prnittiial  pay- 
BWBt  of  the  nat«»  tuued  to  the  army." — yomrm»h  ef  Cvngrttt,  19  Jan«,  17S3. 
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assured  it  shall  never  be  abused  ;  and  I  beg  they  will 
be  persuaded,  that,  as  no  man  can  possibly  be  better 
acquainted  than  1  am  with  the  past  merits  and  ser- 
vices of  the  army,  so  no  one  can  possibly  be  more 
strongly  impressed  with  their  present  ineligible  situa- 
tion, feel  a  keener  sensibility  at  their  distresses,  or 
more  ardently  desire  to  alleviate  or  remove  them. 
But  it  would  be  unnecessary',  perhaps,  to  enter  into  a 
detail  of  what  I  have  done,  and  what  I  am  still  at- 
tempting to  do,  in  order  to  assist  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  interesting  purpose.  Let  it  be  sufficient 
to  observe,  I  do  not  yet  despair  of  success  ;  for  I  am 
perfectly  convinced  that  the  States  cannot,  without 
involving  themselves  tn  national  bankruptcy  and  ruin, 
refuse  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  Congress ; 
who,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  have  done  evcrj-  thing 
in  their  power  to  obtain  ample  and  complete  justice 
for  the  army ;  and  whose  great  object  in  the  present 
measure  undoubtedly  was.  by  a  reduction  of  expense, 
to  enable  the  financier  to  make  the  three  months' 
payment  to  the  army,  which  on  all  hands  has  been 
agreed  to  be  absolutely  and  indispensably  necessary. 
To  explain  this  matter,  I  beg  leave  to  insert  an  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  from  the  superintendent  of  finance, 
dated  the  29th  ultimo. 

"  It  is  now  above  a  month  since  the  committee  conferred  with 
me  on  that  subject,  and  I  then  told  them  no  payment  could  be 
made  to  the  army,  but  by  means  of  a  paper  anticipation  ;  and, 
unles§  our  expenditiiies  were  immediately  and  considerably  rc- 
duccdt  even  that  could  not  be  done.  Our  expenditures  have  nev- 
ertheless been  continued,  :ind  our  revenues  lessen,  the  States 
growing  daily  more  and  more  remiss  in  their  colleclioos.     The 
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consequence  is,  that  1  cannot  make  payment  in  the  manner  first 
intended.  The  notes  i«>sued  for  this  purpose  would  have  been 
payable  at  two,  four,  and  six  months  from  the  date,  but  at  present 
they  will  be  at  six  moolhs,  and  even  that  will  soon  become  im- 
practicable, unless  our  expenses  be  immediately  curtailed. 

"  I  shall  cause  such  notes  to  be  issued  for  three  months'  pay 
to  the  army  ;  and  I  must  entreat,  Sir,  that  every  influence  be 
used  with  the  States  to  absorb  them,  together  with  my  other 
engagements,  by  taxation." 

Three  day.s  ago,  a  messenger  was  despatched  by 
me  to  urge  the  necessity  of  fonvarding'these  notes  with 
the  greatest  possible  expedition.  Under  this  state  of 
circumstances,  I  need  scarcely  add,  that  the  expense  of 
every  day,  in  feeding  the  whole  army,  will  increase 
very  considerably  the  inability  of  the  public  to  dis- 
charge the  debts  already  incurred,  at  least  for  a  coil' 
siderablu  time  to  come.  Although  the  officers  of  the 
army  very  well  know  my  official  situation,  that  I  am 
only  a  servant  of  the  public,  and  that  it  is  not  for  me 
to  dispense  with  orders,  which  it  Is  my  duty  to  carry 
into  execution  ;  yet,  as  furloughs  in  all  services  are 
considered  as  a  matter  of  indulgence,  and  not  of  com- 
pulsion ;  as  Congress,  I  am  persuaded,  entertain  the 
best  disposition  towards  the  army ;  and  as  I  appre- 
hend in  a  very  short  time  the  two  principal  articles  of 
complaint  will  be  removed,  until  the  further  pleasure 
of  Congress  can  be  known,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  com- 
ply with  the  wishes  of  the  army,  under  these  reserva- 
tions only,  that  officers  sufficient  to  conduct  the  men, 
who  choose  to  receive  furloughs,  will  attend  thcm> 
either  on  furlough  or  by  detachment.  The  propriety 
and  necessity  of  this  measure  must  be  obvious  to  all ; 


it  need  not,  therefore,  be  enforced ;  and,  with  regard 
to  the  non-commissioned  oflncers  and  privates,  such, 
as  from  a  peculiarity  of  circumstances  wish  not  to  re- 
ceive furloughs  at  this  time,  will  give  in  their  names 
by  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow  to  the  commanding  of- 
ficers of  their  regiments,  that,  on  a  report  to  the  adju- 
tant-general, an  equal  number  of  men,  engaged  for 
three  years,  may  be  furloughcd.  which  will  make  the 
saving  of  expenses  exactly  the  same  to  the  public. 

I  cannot  but  hope  the  notes  will  soon  arrive,  and 
that  the  settlement  of  accounts  may  be  completed,  by 
the  assistance  of  the  paymasters,  in  a  very  few  days. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  laying  the 
sentiments  of  the  generals  and  officers,  commanding 
regiments  and  corps,  before  Congress ;  they  are  ex- 
pressed in  such  a  decent,  candid,  and  affecting  man- 
ner, that  I  am  certain  every  mark  of  attention  will  be 
paid  to  them.     1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


CIRCULAR   LETTER    ADDRESSED    TO    THE   GOVERNORS    Ol 
ALL   THE   STATES    ON    DISBANDING    THE    ARMY. 

HXAr>-QUARrEU,  Nrwdvbg, 
8  Jon«,  1783. 

Sir, 

The  great  object,  for  wbicb  I  bad  the  honor  to  hold  an  ap- 
pointment in  the  svTvice  of  ray  country,  being  accompliiihed,  I  am 
now  preparing  to  resign  it  into  the  hands  of  Congress,  and  to  return 
to  that  domestic  retirement,  which,  it  is  well  known,  I  Icfc  with 
the  greatest  reluctance ;  a  retirement  for  which  1  have  ncvci 
ceased  to  sigh,  through  a  long  and  painful  absence,  and  in  which 
(remote  from  the  noise  and  trouble  of  the  world)  I  meditate  to 
pass  the  remainder  of  life,  in  a  state  of  undisturbed  repose.     Bdi 
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before  [  carry  this  resolution  into  effect,  I  think  it  a  duty  incum- 
bent on  me  to  make  this  my  last  official  communication  :  to  con- 
gratulate you  on  thv  gloriout;  vvents  which  Heaven  has  been 
pleased  to  produce  in  our  favor  :  to  offer  tny  senlimeniB  respect- 
ing some  important  subjects,  which  appear  to  mc  to  be  intimately 
connected  with  the  tranquillity  of  the  United  States  ;  to  lake  my 
leave  of  your  Excellency  as  a  public  character ;  and  to  give  my 
final  blessing  to  (hat  country,  in  whose  service  I  have  spent  the 
prime  of  my  life,  for  whose  sake  I  have  consumed  so  many  anx- 
ious days  and  watchful  nights,  and  whose  happiness,  being  cx- 
trenely  dear  to  roe,  will  always  coostilute  no  inconsiderable  part 
of  my  own. 

Impressed  with  the  liveliest  sensibility  on  this  pleasing  occa- 
sion, I  will  riaim  the  indulgence  of  dilating  the  more  copiously  on 
the  subjects  of  our  mutual  felicitation.  When  we  consider  the 
magnitude  of  the  price  we  contended  for,  the  doubtful  nature  of 
the  contest,  and  the  favorable  manner  in  which  it  has  terminated, 
we  shall  find  the  greatest  possible  reason  for  gratitude  and  re* 
joicing.  This  is  a  theme  that  will  afford  infinite  delight  to  every 
benevolent  and  liberal  mind,  whether  liic  event  in  contemplation 
be  coosidercd  as  the  source  of  present  enjoyment,  or  the  parent  o( 
future  happiness  ;  and  we  ^hall  have  (.final  occasion  to  felicitate 
ourselves  on  the  lot  which  Providence  has  assigned  us.  whether 
we  view  it  in  a  natural,  a  political,  or  moral  point  of  light. 

The  citizens  of  America,  placed  in  the  most  enviable  condition, 
as  the  sole  lords  and  proprietors  of  a  vast  tract  of  continent, 
comprehending  all  the  various  soils  and  climates  of  the  world, 
and  abounding  with  all  the  necessaries  and  conveniences  of  life, 
arc  now,  by  the  late  satisfactory'  pacification,  acknowledged  to  be 
[losscssed  of  absolute  freedom  and  independency.  They  are. 
from  this  period,  to  be  considered  as  the  actors  on  a  most  con- 
spicuous theatre,  which  seems  to  be  peculiarly  designated  by 
Providence  for  the  display  of  human  greatness  and  felicity,  Here 
they  arc  not  only  surrounded  with  every  thing,  which  can  coo- 
tribute  to  the  completion  of  private  and  domestic  enjoyment ; 
but  Heaven  has  crowned  all  its  other  blesisings,  by  giving  a  fairer 
opportunity  for  political  happiness,  than  any  other  nation  has  ever 
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been  favored  with.  Nothing  can  illustrate  these  observations 
more  forcibly,  Ihaa  a  recollection  of  the  happy  conjuncture  of 
times  and  circumstances,  under  which  out  republic  assumed  its 
rank  among  the  nations.  The  foundation  of  our  empire  »-as  not 
laid  in  the  gloomy  age  of  ignorance  and  superstition  ;  but  at  an 
epacha  when  the  rights  of  roaokind  were  better  understood  and 
more  clearly  defined,  than  at  any  former  period.  The  researches 
of  the  human  mind  after  social  happiness  have  been  carried  to  a 
great  extent ;  the  treasures  of  knowledge,  acquired  by  the  labors 
of  philosophers,  sages,  and  legislators,  thiough  a  long  succession 
of  years,  are  l%id  open  for  our  use,  and  their  collected  wisdom 
may  he  happily  applied  in  the  establishment  of  our  forms  of  gov- 
ernmeDl.  The  free  cultiracion  of  letters,  the  unbounded  ex- 
tension of  commerce,  the  progressive  refinement  of  manners,  the 
growing  liberality  of  sentiment,  and,  above  alt,  the  pure  and 
benign  light  of  Revelation,  have  had  a  meliorating  influence  on 
mankind  and  increuued  the  blessings  of  society.  At  this  auspi- 
cious period,  the  United  States  came  into  existence  as  a  nation  ; 
and,  if  their  citizens  should  not  Ik  completely  free  and  happy, 
the  fault  will  be  entirely  their  own. 

Such  is  our  situation,  and  such  are  our  prospects  ;  but  notwith- 
standing the  cup  of  blessing  is  thus  reached  out  lo  us  ;  notwith- 
standing happiness  is  ours,  if  we  have  a  disposition  lo  seize  the 
occasion  and  make  it  our  own  ;  yet  it  appears  to  me  there  is  an 
option  still  left  lo  the  United  States  of  America,  that  it  is  in  their 
choice,  and  depends  upon  their  conduct,  whether  they  will  be 
respec:,iblc  and  prosperous,  or  contemptible  and  miserable,  as  a 
nation.  This  is  the  time  of  their  political  probation  ;  this  is  the 
moment  when  thccyea  of  the  whole  world  arc  turned  upon  them  ; 
this  is  Che  moment  to  establish  or  ruin  their  national  character  Cor 
ever  ;  this  is  the  favorable  moment  to  give  nuch  a  tone  lo  our 
federal  government,  as  will  enable  it  to  answer  the  ends  of  its 
institution,  or  this  may  be  the  ill-fated  moment  for  relaxing  the 
powers  of  the  Union,  annihilating  the  cement  of  the  confedera- 
tion, and  exposing  us  to  become  the  sport  of  European  politics, 
which  may  play  one  State  against  another,  to  prevent  their  grow* 
Ing  importance,  and  to  serve  their  own  interested  purposes.     For, 
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ftccordiog  to  the  system  or  policy  the  States  shall  adopt  at  tbia 
moment,  they  will  stand  or  fall ;  and  by  their  confinnation  or 
lapse  it  is  yet  to  be  decided,  whether  the  revolution  must  iilti- 
mately  be  considered  aa  a  blessing  oi  a  curse  ;  ablessingnr  acurse, 
L-DOt  to  the  present  ngc  aloae,  for  with  our  fate  mil  the  destiny  of 
nnbom  nuilliotts  be  involved. 

With  this  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the  present  crisis, 
silence  in  me  would  be  a  crime.  I  will  therefore  spenk  to  your 
I^KCcllency  ihc  language  of  freedom  and  of  sincerity  without  di»> 
guise.  1  am  aware,  however,  that  those  who  differ  from  mc  in 
political  sentiment,  may  perhaps  remark,  I  am  stepping  outof  the 
proper  line  of  my  duty,  and  may  possibly  ascribe  to  arrogance  or 
ostentation,  what  I  know  is  alone  the  result  of  the  purest  inten- 
tion. But  the  rectitude  of  my  own  heart,  which  disdains  such 
unworthy  motives ;  the  part  1  have  hitherto  acted  in  life ;  the 
determination  I  have  formed,  of  not  taking  any  share  in  public 
business  hereafter  ;  the  ardent  desire  I  feel,  and  shall  continue  to 
manifest,  of  quietly  enjoying,  in  private  life,  after  all  the  toils  of 
war,  the  benefits  of  a  wise  and  liberal  government,  will,  I  flatter 
myself,  sooner  or  latter  convince  my  countrymen,  that  1  could 
btve  00  sinister  views  in  delivering,  with  so  little  reserve,  the 
opinions  contained  in  thisnddress. 

There  arc  four  things,  which,  I  humbly  conceive,  arc  essential 
lo  the  well-being,  I  may  even  venture  to  say,  to  the  existence  of 
the  United  States,  as  an  independent  power. 

First.  An  indissoluble  union  of  the  States  under  one  federal 
head. 

Secondly.     A  sacred  regard  to  public  justice. 

Thirdly.     The  adoption  of  a  proper  peace  establishment ;  and. 

Fourthly.  The  prevalence  of  that  pacific  and  friendly  dta(x>si- 
lion  among  the  |>eople  of  the  United  Slates,  which  will  induce 
Ithem  to  forget  their  local  prejudices  and  policies  ;  to  make  those 
mutual  conceptions,  which  are  requisite  to  the  general  prosperity ; 
and.  in  some  instances,  to  sacrifice  their  individual  advantages  to 
the  interest  of  the  community. 

These  are  the  pillars  on  which  the  glorious  fabric  of  our  inde- 
pendency and  national  character  must  be  supported.  Liberty  is  the 
17 
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basis ;  and  whoever  would  dart  to  sap  the  foundation,  or  ovettum 
the  siructtire,  under  whatever  speciooit  jireleKt  he  may  iittemptit, 
will  merit  the  bitterest  execration,  and  the  severest  punishnicnl, 
which  can  be  inflicted  by  his  injured  country. 

On  the  three  first  articles  I  will  mike  a  few  observatioDs.  leav- 
ing the  last  to  the  good  sense  and  serious  consideration  of  those 
immediately  concerned. 

Under  the  first  head,  although  it  may  not  be  necessary  or 
proper  for  me,  in  this  place,  to  enter  into  a  particular  disquisition 
on  the  principles  of  the  Union,  and  to  take  up  the  great  question 
which  has  been  frequently  agitated,  whether  it  be  expedient  and 
requisite  for  the  States  to  delegate  a  larger  proportion  of  power  to 
Congress,  or  not  ;  yet  it  will  be  a  part  of  my  duty,  and  that  of 
every  (rue  patriot,  to  assert  without  reserve,  and  to  insist  upon, 
the  following  positions.  That,  unless  the  States  will  sulTer  Con- 
gress to  exercise  those  prerogative?  they  arc  undoubtedly  invested 
with  by  the  constitution,  every  thing  mu»t  very  rapidly  tend  to 
anarchy  and  confusion.  That  it  is  indispeneabtc  to  the  happi- 
ness of  the  individual  States,  that  there  should  be  lodged  some- 
where a  supreme  power  to  regulate  and  govern  the  general 
concerns  of  the  confederated  republic,  without  which  the  Union 
cannot  be  of  long  duration.  That  there  must  be  a  faithful  and 
pointed  corapHaoce,  on  the  part  of  every  State,  with  the  late  pro- 
posals and  demands  of  Congress,  or  the  most  fatal  consequences 
will  ensue.  That  whatever  measures  have  a  tendency  to  dissol^'e 
the  Union,  or  contribute  to  violate  or  lessen  the  sovereign  author- 
ity, ought  to  be  considered  as  hostile  to  the  liberty  and  indepen- 
dency of  America,  and  the  authors  of  them  treated  accordingly. 
And  lastly,  that  unless  we  can  be  enabled,  by  the  concurrence  of 
the  States,  lo  parlictpate  of  the  fruits  of  the  revolution,  and  en- 
joy the  essential  benefits  of  civil  society,  under  a  form  of  govem- 
iDcnt  so  free  and  uncorruptcd,  so  happily  guarded  against  the 
danger  of  oppression,  a<i  ha^  been  devised  and  adopted  by  the 
articles  of  confederation,  it  will  be  a  subject  of  regret,  that  so 
much  blood  and  treasure  have  been  lavished  for  no  purpose,  that 
so  many  sufferings  have  been  encountered  without  a  compcniu- 
tioR,  and  that  so  many  sacrifices  have  been  made  in  vain. 
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\Sxei$  other  con  side  rations  might  here  be  adduced  to  prove, 
that,  without  an  entire  conformity  to  the  spirit  of  the  Union,  we 
cannot  cxbt  as  an  independent  power.    Ii  will  be  sufficient  for  my 
purpose  to  mention  but  one  or  two,  which  seem  to  inc  of  the     f 
greatest  importance.     It  is  only  in  our  united  character,  as  an  em-      ) 
pire,  that  our  independence  is  acknowledged,  ihat  our  power^m^ 
be  rcgaxded,  or  our  credit  supported,  among  foreign  nations.  ^The 
treaties  of  the  European  powers  with  the  United  Stalct>  of  Amer- 
ica will  have  no  validity  on  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,     Wc  shall 
be  left  nearly  in  a  state  of  nature  ;  or  we  may  find,  by  our  own 
unhappy  experience,  that  there  is  a  natural  and  necessary  progres- 
sion from  the  exlreme  of  anarchy  to  the  extreme  of  tyranny,  and 
ihal  arbitrary  power  is  most  easily  established  on  the  ruins  of  lib- 
erty, abused  to  licentiousness.  , 

As  to  tW  «conc^  article,  which  respect*' tn?' performance  of 
public  justice.  Congress  have,  in  their  late  address  to  fhe  United 
States,  alm^  Cfbausted  iIk-  *»t>i«ct.:  i hey  have  expljincd  their  jf 
ideas  so  fully;  and  have  enforced  the  obligations  the  States  are 
under,  (o  render  complete  justice  to  all  the  public  creditors,  with 
%n  mucn  dignity  ana  energy,  that,  in  my  opinion,  no  real  Mend 
to  the^onor  of  independency  of  America  can  hesitate  a  single 
moment,  respecting  ihc^ropriety  of  cotnplyjng  witft  th^  just  and 
honorable  measure)^  proposed.  If  their  arguments  do  not  pro- 
duce" conviction.  IJftiow  of  notyn|t.tligt  «K'U  ka^<-'  Rirater  influ-  — 
ence  :  especially  when  wd^recollect,  that  the  systc(n^re|erred  to, 
being  the  result  nf  the  collected  wisdom  of  the  contjjcgi,  DQust 
be  esteemed,  if  not  perfect,  certainly  tSt  least  objcctionab!^»o^ 
any  that  could  be  devised  :  and  that,  if  tl  shall  not  be  carried 
into  immedialc  execution,  a  national  bankruptcy,  with  all  its 
deplorable  consequence*,  will  take  {>]ace,  before  any  different 
plan  can  possibly  be  proposed  and  adopted.  So  pressing  are  the 
present  circumstances,  and  such  is  the  alternative  now  offered  to 
the  SUteft. 

The  ability  of  the  cotinlry  to  discharge  the  debts,  which  have 
b<«n  incurred  in  its  defence,  is  not  to  be  doubted  ;  an  inclination, 
I  flatter  myself,  will  not  be  wanting.  The  path  of  our  duty  it 
plain  before  u»  :  honesty  will  be  found,  on  every  experiment,  to 
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be  the  best  and  only  (rue  policy.  Let  us  then,  as  a  nation,  be 
Ju9l  ;  tei  us  fulfil  ihe  public  contncu.  which  Congress  had  un- 
doubtedly a  right  to  moke  for  the  purpose  of  carryioK  on  the  w&r, 
with  the  same  good  faith  w<  suppose  ourselves  bound  to  peifonn 
our  private  engagements.  In  the  mean  limc,  let  an  attention  to 
the  cheerful  performance  of  their  proper  business,  as  individuals 
and  as  members  of  society,  be  earnestly  inculcated  on  the  citizens 
of  America  ;  then  will  they  strengthen  the  hands  of  government, 
and  be  happy  under  us  protection  ;  every  one  will  reap  the  fruit 
of  his  labors,  every  one  will  enjoy  his  own  acquisitions,  without 
molestation  and  without  danger. 

In  this  state  of  nbsolute  freedom  and  perfect  security,  who  will 
j;rudgc  to  yield  a  very  little  of  his  property  to  support  the  com- 
moD  interest  of  society,  and  insure  the  protection  of  government  ? 
Who  does  not  remember  the  frequent  declarations,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  that  we  should  be  completely  satisfied,  if,  at 
Ihe  expcDse  of  one  half,  wc  could  defend  ihc  remainder  ofourpos- 
sessfona?  Where  is  the  man  to  be  found,  who  wishes  to  retoain 
indebted  for  the  defence  of  his  own  person  and  property  to  the 
exertions,  the  bravery,  and  the  blood  of  others,  without  making 
one  generous  effort  to  repay  the  debt  of  honor  and  gratitude? 
In  what  pnrt  of  the  continent  shall  we  find  any  man,  or  body  of 
men,  who  would  not  blush  to  stand  tip  and  propose  measures 
purposely  calculated  to  rob  the  soldier  of  his  stipend,  and  the 
public  creditor  of  his  due  ?  And  were  it  pntisible.  that  such  a  fla- 
grant instance  of  injustice  could  ever  happen,  would  it  not  excite 
the  genetal  indignation,  and  lend  to  bring  down  upon  the  authors 
of  such  measures  the  aggravated  vengeance  of  Heaven  ?  if,  after 
all,  a  spirit  of  disunion,  or  a  temper  of  obstinacy  and  perverseness 
should  manifest  itself  in  any  of  the  States  ;  if  such  an  ungracious 
disposition  should  attempt  to  frustrate  all  the  happy  effects  that 
might  be  expected  to  Row  from  the  Union  ;  if  there  should  be  a 
refusal  to  comply  with  the  requisition  for  funds  to  discharge  the 
annual  interest  of  the  public  debts  ;  and  if  that  refusal  should 
revive  again  all  those  jealousies,  and  produce  all  those  evils, 
which  are  now  happily  removed.  Congress,  who  have,  in  all  their 
transactions,  shown  a  great  degree  of  magnanimity  and  justice, 
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will  sMod  justified  in  the  sight  of  God  and  man  ;  ind  the  State 
alone,  which  puis  itself  in  oppositloo  to  the  aggregate  wisdom  of 
thccontincDt,  aod  follows  !tuch  mistaken  and  pernicious  counsels, 
wit)  be  responsible  for  all  ihc  coa&cf)  uences.' 

For  my  own  part,  conscious  of  having  acted,  while  a  servant  of 
the  public,  in  the  manner  1  conceived  best  suited  to  promote  the 
real  interests  of  my  country  ;  having,  in  consequence  of  my  Gxed 
belief,  in  some  measure  pledged  myself  to  the  army,  thai  iheir 
cotintry  would  finally  do  ihcm  complcic  and  ample  justice  ;  and 
not  wishJDg  to  conceal  any  instance  of  my  official  conduct  from 
the  eyes  of  the  world,  1  have  thought  proper  to  transmit  to  your 
Excellency  the  enclosed  collection  of  papers,  relative  to  the  half* 
|)ay  and  commutation  granted  by  Congress  to  the  officers  of  the 
army.  From  these  communicalions,  my  decided  sentiments  will 
be  clearly  comprehended,  together  with  the  coticlusive  reasons 
which  induced  me,  at  an  early  period,  to  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  this  measure,  in  the  most  earnest  and  serious  manner.  As 
the  procccdinics  of  Congress,  Ihc  army,  and  myself,  arc  open  to 
all,  and  contain,  in  my  opinion,  sufficient  information  to  remove 
the  prejudices  and  errors,  which  may  have  been  entertained  by 
any,  i  think  it  unnecessary  to  say  any  thing  more  than  just  to 
observe,  chat  the  rcsolution<v  of  Congress,  now  alluded  to,  arc 
undoubtedly  as  absolutely  binding  upon  the  United  States,  as 
the  most  solemn  acts  of  confederation  or  legislation. 

As  to  the  idea,  which,  I  am  informed,  has  in  some  instances 
prevailed,  that  the  half-pay  and  commutation  are  to  be  regarded 
merely  in  the  odious  light  of  a  pension,  it  ought  to  be  exploded 
for  ever.  That  provision  should  be  viewed,  as  it  really  was,  a 
reasonable  compensation  offered  by  Congress,  at  a  time  when 
ihey  had  nothing  else  to  give  to  the  officers  of  the  army  for  ser- 
vices then  10  be  performed.  It  was  the  only  means  to  prevent  a 
total  dereliction  of  the  service.     It  was  a  part  of  their  hire.     I 


^  "Tti*  arriv&l  of  Gen.  WMhinglon's  drcnlar  letter  exeiled  (bi>  hope  (of  ■ 
(tosHge  ot  ihf  impMi  Ikw]  in  the  miiidii  of  the  sanifuiac  ;  but  lu  <ITe«t  b  md- 
mcnury  ;  and  perhii|K  il  will  bereafirr  b«  «cc«plc<l  by  the  nuembly  with  di^ 
gurt.  Fo*  Ihc  mumur  ■*  f  ice  and  [[«neTftl  kguntt  what  ii  called  ibe  annolicited 
obmnran  tA  Ms  viMiz^."—li»m4Mpk  l»  M»^»n,  s8  Jane,  17B}. 
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may  be  allowed  lo  s«y.  it  was  the  price  of  their  blood,  and  of  your 
■ndcpcndcnc)' ;  it  \i,  ihcreforv  mure  than  a  common  debt,  it  is  a 
debt  of  honor  ;  it  can  never  be  considered  as  a  pension  or  gra> 
tuity,  nor  be  cancelled  uniil  it  is  fairly  discharged. 

With  regard  to  a  distinction  bet  ween  officers  and  soldiem.  it  is 
sufHcicnt  that  the  uniform  experience  of  every  nation  of  the  world. 
combined  with  our  own,  pruve»  the  utility  and  propriety  of  the 
discrimination.  Rewards,  in  proportion  to  the  aids  the  public 
derives  from  them,  are  unquestionably  due  to  all  its  servants.  In 
some  lines,  the  soldiers  have  perhaps  generally  had  as  ample  a 
compensation  for  theii  services,  by  ihc  large  bounties  which  have 
been  paid  to  them,  aa  tiieir  ofEcers  will  receive  in  ihe  proposed 
commuialion  ;  in  others,  if,  besides  the  donation  o(  lands,  the 
payment  of  arrearages  of  clothing  and  wageK  (in  which  articles 
all  the  component  parts  of  the  army  must  be  put  upon  the  same 
footing),  wc  take  into  the  estimate  the  douceurs  many  of 
the  soldiers  have  received,  and  the  gratuity  of  one  year's  full  pay, 
which  is  promised  to  all,  possibly  their  situation  (every  circutn- 
siance  being  duly  ronsidered)  will  not  be  deemed  less  eligible 
than  that  of  the  officers.  Should  a  further  reward,  however,  be 
judged  equitable,  I  will  venture  to  assert,  no  one  will  enjoy  great- 
er satisfaction  than  myself,  on  seeing  an  exemption  from  taxes 
for  a  limited  time,  (which  has  been  petitioned  for  in  some  in- 
stances.) or  any  other  adequate  immunity  or  compensation  granted 
to  the  brave  defenders  of  their  country's  cause  ;  but  neither  the 
adoption  or  rejection  of  this  proposition  will  in  any  manner 
affect,  much  less  militate  against,  the  act  of  Congress,  by  which 
they  have  offered  five  years'  full  pay,  in  lieu  of  the  half-pay  for 
life,  which  had  been  before  promised  to  the  officers  of  the  army. 

Before  1  conclude  the  subject  of  public  justice.  1  cannot  omit 
to  mention  the  obligations  this  country  is  under  to  tliat  mcriton- 
ous  class  of  veteran  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  who 
have  been  discharged  for  inability,  in  conK.eqiience  of  Ihe  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  of  the  i^A  ai  April,  1783,  on  an  annual  pension 
for  life.  Their  peculiar  sufferings,  their  singular  merits,  and 
claims  to  that  provision,  need  only  be  known,  to  interest  all  the 
feelings  of  humanity  in  their  behalf.     Nothing  but  n  punctual 
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payment  of  their  uin\ial  allowance  can  rescue  ihem  from  the  most 
complicated  misery  ;  and  nothing  could  be  a  more  melancholy 
and  distressing  sight,  than  tu  behold  ttio&e,  who  have  shed  their 
blood  or  lost  their  limbs  in  the  scn-icc  of  their  country,  without 
a  shelter,  without  a  friend,  and  without  the  meanit  of  obtninlnf; 
any  of  the  necessaries  or  comforts  of  life,  compelled  to  beg  their 
daily  bread  From  door  to  door.  Suffer  me  to  recommend  those 
of  this  description,  belonging  to  your  State,  to  the  warmcat  pat- 
ronage of  your  Excellency  and  your  legislature. 

It  is  nece&sary  to  say  but  a  few  words  on  the  third  topic  which 
was  proposed,  and  which  regards  particularly  the  defence  of  the 
republic ;  as  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  Congress  will  recom- 
mend a  proper  peace  establishment  forthc  United  States,  in  which 
ft  due  attention  will  be  paid  to  the  importance  of  placing  the 
luiliiia  of  the  Union  upon  a  regular  and  respectable  footing.  If 
this  should  be  the  case,  I  would  beg  leave  to  urge  the  great  advan- 
tage of  it  in  the  strongest  terms.  The  militia  of  this  country 
must  be  considered  as  the  palladium  of  our  security,  and  the  first 
effectual  resort  in  case  of  hostility,  It  inessential,  therefore,  that 
the  fvame  system  should  pervade  the  whole  ;  that  the  formation 
and  discipline  of  the  militia  of  ihe  continent  should  be  absolutely 
uniform,  and  that  the  same  species  of  arms,  accoutrements,  and 
inilitar)-  apparatus,  should  be  introduced  in  every  pan  of  the 
United  States.  No  one,  who  has  not  learned  it  from  experience, 
can  conceive  the  difficulty,  expense,  and  confusion,  which  result 
from  a  contrary  system,  or  the  vague  arrangements  which  have 
hitherto  prevailed. 

If,  in  treating  of  political  points,  a  greater  latitude  than  usual 
has  been  taken  in  the  course  of  this  address,  the  importance  of 
tlie  crisis,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  objects  in  diitcussion,  must  be 
ray  apolog}'.  It  is,  however,  neiiher  my  wish  or  expectation,  that 
the  precediogobservations  should  claim  any  regard,  except  so  far 
as  they  shall  appear  to  be  dictated  by  a  good  intention,  consonant 
to  the  immutable  niles  of  justice,  calculated  to  produce  a  liberal 
system  of  policy,  and  founded  on  whatever  experience  may  have 
been  acquired  by  a  long  and  close  attention  to  public  business. 
Here  I  might  speak  with  the  more  confidence,  from  my  actual 
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observations  ;  and,  if  it  would  not  swell  this  letter  (already  too 
prolix)  beyond  the  bounds  I  had  prescribed  to  myself,  I  could 
demoDstrate  to  every  mind  oiica  lo  conviction,  that  in  less  time, 
and  with  much  less  cxprnae,  than  hai  t>«cn  incurred,  ihc  war  might 
have  been  brought  to  the  same  happy  conclusion,  if  the  resources 
of  the  continent  could  have  been  |iroperly  drawn  forth  j  that  the 
distresses  and  disajipoiniments,  which  have  very  often  occurred, 
have,  in  too  many  instances,  resulted  more  from  a  want  of  energy 
in  Che  Continental  government,  than  a  deficiency  of  means  in  the 
particular  States;  thai  the  ineflicacy  of  mca&urcs  arising  from 
the  want  of  an  adequate  authority  in  the  supreme  power,  from  a 
partial  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  Congress  in  some  of 
the  States,  and  from  a  failure  of  punctuality  in  others,  while  it 
tended  to  damp  the  z^at  of  those,  which  were  more  willing  to 
exert  themselves,  served  also  to  accumulate  the  expenses  of  the 
■war,  and  to  frustrate  the  best  concerted  plans  ;  and  that  the 
discouragement  occasioned  by  the  complicated  difKtuliies  and 
embarrass m en ti,  in  which  our  affairs  were  by  this  means  involved, 
would  have  long  ago  produced  the  dissolution  of  any  anny,  leas 
patient,  less  virtuous,  and  less  persevering,  than  that  which  I  have 
had  the  honor  to  command.  But,  while  1  mention  these  things, 
which  are  notorious  facts,  as  the  defects  of  qui  federal  constitu> 
tion.  particularly  in  the  prosecution  of  a  war,  I  beg  it  may  be 
understood,  that,  as  I  have  ever  taken  a  pleasure  in  gratefully 
acknowledging  the  assistance  and  support  1  have  derived  from 
every  class  of  citizens,  so  shall  I  always  be  happy  lo  do  justice 
to  the  unparalleled  exertions  of  the  individual  States  on  many 
interesting  occasions. 

I  have  thus  freely  disclosed  what  J  wished  to  make  known,  be- 
fore 1  surrendered  up  my  public  trust  to  those  who  committed  it 
tome.  The  task  is  now  accomplished.  1  now  bid  adieu  to  your 
Excellency  &%  the  chief  magistrate  of  your  Slate,  at  the  same  time 
I  bid  a  last  farewell  to  the  cares  of  office,  and  all  the  employ* 
ments  of  public  life. 

It  remains,  then,  to  be  my  final  and  only  request,  thai  your 
Excellency  will  communicate  these  sentiments  to  your  legislature 
at  their  next  meeting,  and  that  they  may  be  considered  as  the 
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legacy  of  one,  who  has  ardently  wished,  on  all  occasions,  to  be 
tisefnl  to  his  country,  and  who.  even  in  llie  shade  of  relireinent, 
will  not  fail  to  implore  the  Divine  benediction  upon  it. 

I  now  make  it  my  earnest  prayer,  that  God  would  have  you, 
and  the  State  over  which  you  preside,  in  his  holy  protection  ;  that 
he  would  incline  the  hearitt  of  Uie  citizens  10  cultivate  a  spirit  of 
subordination  and  obedience  10  government ;  to  entertain  a 
brotherly  afTection  and  love  for  one  another,  for  their  fellow  citi- 
itens  of  the  United  States  at  large,  and  particularly  for  their 
brethren  who  have  served  in  the  field  ;  and  linally,  that  he  would 
most  graciouslv  be  pleased  lo  dispose  tis  all  to  do  justice,  to  love 
mercy,  and  to  demean  ourselves  with  ihat  charily,  hiimility.  and 
pacific  temper  of  mind,  which  were  the  characteristics  of  the 
Divine  Anthor  of  our  blessed  religion,  and  without  .in  humble 
imitation  of  whose  example  in  these  things,  we  can  never  hope 
[o  be  a  happy  naiion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  esteem  and  respect.  Sir,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant.' 


to  lund  washington, 
[extract.] 


11    JUM,  1783. 


I  do  not  blame  you  for  the  wages  which  you  gave 
Evans ;  I  have  no  doubt  of  your  having  engaged  him 
upon  as  good  terms  as  you  could,  and  as  it  was  my 
wish  to  have  the  work  forwarded,  this  was  ail  I  had  a 
right  to  expect. 

In  one  of  your  letters  (speaking  of  the  dililiculty  of 
getting  workmen)  you  recommend  it  to  me  lo  engage 
some  of  the  enemy  who  were  prisoners  with  us — 

'  Tlif  tcginUluTcs  dial  wcio  kilting  witcn  thit  letter  uat  rtfceiTcd,  pUKd 
molvo  liighlx  hnnnnry  to  tlic  Cummandci-in-vhicf  ;  aixl  ihc  j[uvcnon  of 
ihe  Stale*  wroie  Idler*  to  him  eiprnsing  ihankt  ami  graliliitic  (orJii*  long, 
derotcd,  and  sticcciitfal  i>avic«»  in  Ihc  MuM  o(  hti  country. 


many  of  whom,  you  say,  are  good  workmen.  Why, 
let  me  ask,  when  they  hired  themselves  by  the  author- 
ity of  Congress,  and  comparatively  speaking  were  in 
your  neighborhood,  would  you  not  do  this  for  me  ? 
None  of  them  were  within  300  miles  of  me,  and  most 
of  them  within  55  to  80  miles  of  you.  But  you  seem 
to  have  had  an  unconquerable  aversion  to  going  from 
home ;  one  consequence  of  which  is,  1  expect  I  shall 
lose  all  my  rents:  for  in  a  letter  I  have  lately  re- 
ceived from  my  brother  John,  in  Berkeley,  are  these 
words  :  "  I  fear  you  arc  suffering  greaily  in  your 
rents,  as  I  am  informed  many  of  ihc  tenants  arc  going 
into  the  Western  country,  and  understand  there  are 
many  years' arrears  of  rent  due  to  you."  In  divers 
letters,  at  divers  times  in  the  course  of  the  three  or 
four  last  years,  have  I  mentioned  this  fact  to  you,  and 
the  necessity  of  visiting  them  :  but  cannot  find  by  any  of 
your  letters,  thai  you  have  ever  been  amongst  them 
more  than  once,  and  then  I  believe  only  partially.  1 
expect  also  that  all  the  money  I  have  expended  on 
the  mill  at  Yohoghaney,  and  all  the  property  which 
has  been  put  into  the  hands  of  Gilbert  Simpson,  will 
be  sunk  for  want  of  ^tf/w  endeavors  to  bring  him  to 
account.  But  if  your  own  wages,  since  the  chaise  of 
them  in  the  account  rendered  at  Valley  Forge,  has 
not  been  received  by  you  in  the  specific  articles  of  the 
crop,  which  does  not  appear  by  the  accounts  you  have 
lately  rendered  to  me,  1  shall  be  more  hurt  than  at 
any  thing  else,  to  think  that  an  estate,  which  1  have 
drawn  nothing  from  for  eight  years,  and  which  always 
enabled  me  to  make  any  purchase  I   had  in  view, 
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should  not  have  been  uble  for  the  last  five  years,  to 
pay  the  manager  :  and  that,  worse  than  ^oing  home 
to  enjoy  coffers,  and  expensive  living.  I  shall  be 
encumbered  with  debt.  It  is  disagreeable  to  me, 
because  I  dare  say  it  will  be  so  to  yon.  to  make  these 
observations ;  but  as  my  public  business  is  now  draw- 
ing to  a  close,  I  cannot  avoid  looking  towards  my 
private  concerns,  which  do  not  wear  the  most  smiling 
countenance. 

lam  sorry  thai  Barry's  land  has  at  last  slipped  through 
my  fingers.  If  the  purchaser  made  it  with  a  view  to 
reni  it  to  me,  he  shall  be  disappointed  ;  nor  shall  any 
Unant,  or  himself,  if  he  proposes  to  live  on  it.  reap  the 
smallest  benefit  from  my  fencing  and  other  improve- 
ments, without  which  the  place  is  of  no  value  to  any 
but  me.  This  the  purchaser  must  have  known,  and  as 
hisaim  must  have  been  to  take  advantage  of  my  wishes 
to  add  this  small  piece  uf  land  (surrounded  as  it  is)  to 
my  tract,  let  him  abide  the  consequence  of  his  inter- 
ference, especially  as  it  was  well  known,  I  wanted  to 
take  no  advantage  of  Barry,  having  offered  to  leave 
the  price  to  three  disinieresUd  men,  of  his  own  choos- 
ing, to  fix.  


TO     TH  E     PRESIDENT     OF     CONGRESS. 

Hkad  Qcabtus,  Nkmhukc, 

Sir  ;  ■?  J""-  '7*3 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excel- 
lency for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  a  Petition 
from  a  large  number  of  Officers  of  the  Army  in  be- 
half of  themselves,  and  such  other  Officers  and  Soldiers 
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of  the  Continental  Army  as  are  entitled  to  rewards 
in  lands,  and  may  choose  to  avail  themselves  of  any 
Priviledgesand  Grants  which  shall  be  obtained  in  con- 
sequence of  the  present  solicitation — I  enclose  also 
the  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Brigr.  General  Putnam  in 
which  the  sentiments  and  expectations  of  the  Petition- 
ers are  more  fully  explained ;  and  in  which  the  ideas 
of  occupying  the  Posts  in  the  Western  Country  will 
be  found  to  correspond  very  nearly  with  those  1  have 
some  time  since  communicated  to  a  Committee  of 
Congress,  in  treating  of  the  subject  of  a  Peace  Estab- 
lishment.— I  will  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  more  obser- 
vations on  the  general  benefits  of  the  Location  and 
Settlement  now  proposed;  and  then  submit  the  justice 
&  policy  of  the  measure  to  the  wisdom  of  Congreas. 

Altho'  I  pretend  not  myself  to  determine  how  far 
the  district  of  unsettled  Country  which  is  described  in 
the  Petition  is  free  from  the  claim  of  every  State,  or 
how  far  this  dispo-ial  of  it  may  interfere  with  the 
views  of  Congress,  yet  it  apjiears  to  me  this  is  the 
Tract  which  from  its  local  position  and  peculiar  ad- 
vantages ought  to  be  first  settled  in  preference  to  any 
other  whatever,  and  I  am  perfectly  convinced  that  it 
cannot  be  so  advantageously  settled  by  any  other 
class  of  men  as  by  the  disbanded  Officers  and  Soldiers 
of  the  Army — to  whom  the  fatth  of  Government  hath 
long  since  been  pledged,  that  lands  should  be  granted 
at  the  expiration  of  the  War,  In  certain  proportions 
agreeably  to  their  respective  grades. 

I  am  induced  to  give  my  sentiments  thus  freely  on 
the  advantages  to  be  expected  from  this  plan  of  Colo- 
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nization — because  it  would  connect  our  Governments 
with  the  frontiers,  extend  our  settlements  progres- 
sively— and   plant  a  brave,  a  hardy,  &  respectable 

Race  of  People  as  our  advanced ,  who  would 

be  always  ready  &  willing  (in  case  of  hostility)  to 
combat  the  Savages,  and  check  their  incursions — A 
Settlement  formed  of  such  Men  would  give  security 
to  our  frontiers — the  very  name  of  It  would  awe  the 
Indians — and  more  than  probably  prevent  the  murder 
of  many  innocent  Families  which  frequently  in  the  i'' 
usual  mode  of  extending  our  Settlements  &  Hncroach- 
ments  on  the  hunting  grounds  of  the  Natives,  fall  the 
hapless  Victims  to  savage  barbarity— Besides  the 
emoluments  which  might  be  derived  from  the  Peltry 
Trade  at  our  Factories,  if  such  should  be  established  ; 
the  appearance  of  so  formidable  a  Settlement  in  the 
vicinity  of  their  towns  (to  say  nothing  of  the  barrier 
it  would  form  against  our  other  Neighbors)  would  be 
the  most  likely  means  to  enable  us  to  purchase  upon 
equitable  terms  of  the  Aborigines  their  right  of  pre- 
occupancy ;  and  to  induce  them  to  relinquish  our  Ter- 
ritories, and  to  remove  into  the  illimitable  regions  of 
the  West. 

Much  more  might  be  said  of  the  public  utility  of 
such  a  Location,  as  well  as  of  the  private  felicity  it 
would  afford  to  the  Individuals  concerned  in  it — I 
will  venture  to  say — it  is  the  most  rational  &  prac- 
ticable Scheme  which  can  be  adopted  by  a  great  pro- 
portion of  the  Officers  &  Soldiers  of  our  Army,  and 
promises  them  more  happiness  than  they  can  expect 
in  any  other  way. 


^ 


The  Settlers  being  in  the  prime  of  life,  inured  to 
hardship  &  taught  by  experience  to  accommodate 
themselves  in  every  situation— going  in  a  considerable 
body,  and  under  the  patronage  of  Government,  would 
enjoy  in  the  first  instance  aiiimniaj^s  in  procuring 
subsistence  and  all  the  necessaries  for  a  comfortable 
beginning,  superior  to  any  common  class  of  Emigrants 
&  quite  unknown  to  those  who  have  heretofore  ex- 
tended themselves  beyond  the  Apalachian  Mountains. 
They  may  expect  after  a  little  perseverance,  Cinnpe- 
tenit  &  Indtpendcnce  for  themselves,  a  pleasant  re- 
treat in  old  age— and  the  fairest  prospects  for  their 
children.     1  have  &c. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT   or    COKGRGSS. 

Sir  Evening,  34  Jane,  1783. 

It  was  not  until  three  o'clock  this  afternoon,  that  1 
had  the  first  intimation  of  the  infamous  and  outrageous 
mutiny  of  a  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  troops.  It  was 
then  I  received  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  2 1  St  by 
express,  and,  agreeable  to  your  request  contained  in  it, 
I  instantly  ordered  three  complete  regiments  of  in- 
fantry and  a  detachment  of  artillery  to  be  put  in  motion 
as  soon  as  possible.  This  corps,  (which,  you  will  ob- 
serve by  the  return,  is  a  large  proportion  of  our  whole 
force,)  will  consist  of  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  efTec- 
tivcs.  As  all  the  troops,  who  composed  this  gallant 
little  army,  as  well  those  who  are  furloughed,  as  those 
who  remain  in  service,  are  men  of  tried  fidelity,  I  could 
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not  have  occasion  to  make  any  choice  of  corps  ;  and  T 
have  only  to  regret,  that  there  existed  a  necessity. 
they  should  be  employed  on  so  disagreeable  a  service. 
I  dare  say,  however,  they  wilt  on  this  and  all  other 
occasions  perform  their  duty,  as  brave  and  faithful  sol- 
diers. ' 

White  I  suffer  the  most  poignant  distress,  in  observ- 
ing that  a  handful  of  men,  contemptible  In  numbers, 
and  equally  so  in  point  of  service  (if  the  veteran  troops 
from  the  southward  have  not  been  seduced  by  their 
example),  and  who  are  not  worthy  to  be  called  soldiers, 
should  disjjrace  themselves  as  the  Pennsylvania  muti- 
neers have  done,  by  insulting  the  sovereign  authority 
of  the  United  States  and  that  of  their  own,  I  feel  an 
inexpressible  satisfaction,  that  even  this  behavior 
cannot  stain  the  name  of  the  American  soldiery.  It 
cannot  be  imputable  to,  or  reflect  dishonor  on,  the 
army  at  large ;  but  on  the  contrary,  it  will,  by  the 
striking  contrast  it  exhibits,  hold  up  to  public  view 
the  other  troops  in  the  most  advantageous  point  of 
light.  Upon  taking  all  the  circumstances  intoconsid- 
eration,  I  cannot  sufficiently  express  my  surprise  and 
indignation  at  the  arrogance,  the  folly,  and  the  wicked- 
ness of  the  mutineers;  nor  can  I  sufificiently  admire 
the  fidelity,  the  bravery,  and  the  patriotism,  which 
must  for  ever  signalize  the  unsullied  character  of  the 

'  la  hit  Innrncdona  Uajor-Cmcnl  Howvwu  told  the  objecl  orhiicommaad 
*■•  '•  to  supprcM  n  mutin} .  which  hat  taken  pl«*  amongst  *  p«rl  of  the  Penii. 
tylvanU  troops  \  in  the  »ccomplUhmenl  of  which  you  will  be  governed  by  jroui 
»wp  ducreiion,  until  jou  can  receive  the  order*  of  Cani;rc«s.  Should  the 
luinult  have  suh(id«rl,  you  will  mrct  diicciion*  frun  hit  Etcelleitcy,  the  Prcii- 
drat,  coiuitennntiding  ftrax  march.  Vwn  wJI  th#n  return  by  caiy  movcmentt." 
—IS  June.  1783- 
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Other  corps  of  our  army.  For,  when  we  consider, 
that  these  Pennsylvania  levies,  who  have  now  mutinied, 
are  recruits  and  soldiers  of  a  day,  who  have  not  borne 
the  heat  and  burden  of  the  war.  and  who  can  have  in 
reality  very  few  hardships  to  complain  of;  and  when 
we  at  the  same  time  recollect,  that  those  soldiers,  who 
have  lately  been  furloughed  from  this  army,  are  the 
veterans  who  have  patiently  endured  hunger,  naked- 
ness, and  cold,  who  have  suffered  and  bled  without  a 
murmur,  and  who.  with  perfect  good  order,  have  re- 
tired to  their  homes  without  a  settlement  of  their 
accounts,  or  a  farthing  of  money  in  their  pockets ;  we 
shall  be  as  much  astonishefl  at  the  virtues  of  the  latter, 
as  we  are  struck  with  horror  and  detestation  at  the 
proceedings  of  the  former ;  and  every  candid  mind, 
without  indulging  ill-grounded  prejudices,  will  un- 
doubtedly make  the  proper  discrimination. 

I  intended  only  to  wait  until  the  troops  were  col- 
lected, and  had  occupied  their  new  camp,  in  order  to 
make  a  full  report  to  Congress  of  the  measures,  which 
have  been  taken  in  consequence  of  the  resolution  of 
the  26th  of  May.  Notwithstanding  the  option,  which 
was  given  in  my  answer  to  the  address  of  the  generals 
and  officers  coinmandinj;  regiments  and  corps,  which 
has  already  been  sent  to  your  Excellency,  no  soldiers, 
except  a  verj'  few,  whose  homes  are  within  the  ene- 
my's lines,  and  a  very  small  number  of  officers,  have 
thought  proper  to  avail  themselves  of  it.  by  remaining 
with  the  army.  A  list  of  those  who  remain  is  here- 
with transmitted.  The  men  engaged  to  serve  three 
years  were  then  formed  into  regiments  and  corps  in 
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the  following  manner  ;  namely,  the  troops  of  Massa- 
chusetts composed  four  regiments  ;  Connecticut,  one 
regiment;  New  Hampshire,  five  companies:  Rhode 
Island,  two  companies  ;  Massachusetts  artillery,  three 
companies ;  and  New  York  artillery,  two  companies. 
The  total  strength  will  be  seen  by  the  weekly  state, 
which  is  also  forwarded. 

The  army  being  thus  reduced  to  merely  a  competent 
garrison  for  West  Point,  that  being  the  only  object 
of  importance  in  this  quarter,  and  it  being  neces- 
sary to  employ  a  considerable  part  of  the  men  in 
building  an  arsenal  and  magazines  at  that  post,  agreea- 
bly to  the  directions  given  by  the  secretary  at  war,  the 
troops  accordingly  broke  up  the  cantonment  yester- 
day, and  removed  to  that  garrison,  where  Major-Gen- 
eral  Knox  still  retains  the  command.  The  detach- 
ment, which  marches  for  Philadelphia,  will  be  under 
the  orders  of  Major-Gencral  Howe.  Major-Gcncral 
Heath  having,  at  his  own  particular  request,  retired 
from  the  field.  The  brigadiers  now  remaining  with 
the  army  are  Patterson.  Huntington,  and  Greaton, 
besides  the  adjutant-general.  Thus  have  I  given  the 
present  state  of  our  military  affairs,  and  I  hope  the 
arrangements  will  be  satisfactory  to  Congress.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be.  &c 


P.  S.  Should  any  thing  turn  up,  which  may  pre- 
vent the  necessity  of  the  troops  proceeding  to  Phila- 
delphia, I  am  to  request  your  Excellency  will  send 
the  earliest  intimation  to  the  commanding  officer,  that 

the  detachment  may  return  immediately.     The  route 
18 
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will  be  by  Ringwood,  Pompton,  Morristown,  Prince- 
ton, and  Trenton,  on  which  your  express  may  meet 
the  corps.' 


TO    DR.    WILLIAM    GORDON. 

HBADQUAkTUS,  NXWtUKO, 

Dear  Sir,  8J»')'.  1783. 

Your  favor  of  the  19th  of  June  came  to  my  hand 
on  Sunday  last  by  the  Southern  Mail.  From  this 
circumstance  and  the  date  of  it,  I  conclude  it  has  been 
to  Philadelphia^— A  mistake  not  very  unusual  for  the 
Postmaster  at  Fishkil  to  commit 

I  delayed  not  a  moment  to  forward  the  letters  which 
came  to  me  under  your  cover  of  the  26th  of  Keby.  to 
New  York,  I  did  not  answer  the  letter  which  accom- 
panied them  in  due  Season — not  so  much  from  the 
hurry  of  business,  as  because  my  Sentiments  on  the  es- 
sential part  of  it,  had  been  communicated  to  you  before ; 
and  because  the  Annunciation  of  Peace,  which  came 
close  upon  the  heels  of  it,  put  an  end  to  all  specula- 
tive opinions  with  respect  to  the  time  and  terms  of  it. 

I  now  thank  you  for  your  kind  congratulations  on 
this  event.  I  feel  sensibly  the  flattering  expressions, 
and  fervent  wishes  with  which  you  have  accompanied 

■  In  contequcnc«  or  ihe  mulinoD'i  [cmpei  and  mvniiciiis  conduct  of  arated 
iiuldicrvin  Pliiladclpht*,  CongiCM  re£»l*«d,  "  ihit  the  lecrttarykt  war  be  directed 
torammunioite  lulbc  Cumnuiidcr- hi -chief  the  &ucc  and  disiKnitiua  a(  ifae 
Mid  Inwpi,  in  order  thai  he  may  lake  meatujB  to  detpalch  (o  ihix  dty  luch 
force  A*  he  ai%-j  judge  expodicnl  far  tuppreuini;  any  tiitturbancts  thai  majr 
cn»ue." — Jatnttali.lnxit:  Slit,  l^ongrc**  adjnamcd  [he  snmc  ilay,  and  reaa. 
asmtilcd  at  I'rincelon,  to  Newr  J*"*)'.  »"  the  joth.  The  hui«  of  ihU  change 
of  Tcndrace,  andihc  padLcnlars  concerning  the  mutiny,  arc  explained  ina  report 
of  a  cnrnmitCee  cnter«d  in  Ihe  yottmah  of  Cangrrsi.  /fami/ton'i  tV^rti,  vitL, 
194,  and  Coi*mtti  Rttarit  of  PtHmtylv^nia,  aiii.,  654- 
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them  and  make  a  lender  of  mine,  with  much  cordial- 
ity, in  return. — It  now  rests  with  the  Confederated 
Powers,  by  the  line  of  conduct  they  mean  to  adopt,  to 
make  this  Country  great,  happy,  and  respectable  ;  or 
to  sink  it  into  littleness — worse  perhaps — into  An- 
archy and  confusion  ;  for  certain  I  am,  that  unless 
adequate  Powers  are  given  to  Congress  for  the  gen- 
eral purposes  of  the  Federal  Union,  that  we  shall 
soon  moulder  Into  dust  and  become  contemptible  in 
the  eyes  of  Europe,  if  we  are  not  made  the  sport 
of  their  Politicks.  To  suppose  that  the  general  con- 
cerns of  this  Country  can  be  directed  by  thirteen 
heads,  or  one  head  without  competent  powers,  is  a 
solecism,  the  bad  effects  of  which  every  man  who  has 
had  the  practical  knowledge  to  judge  from,  that  f  have, 
is  fully  convinced  of ;  tho*  none  perhaps  has  felt  them 
in  so  forcible  and  distressing  a  degree.  The  People  at 
large,  and  at  a  distance  from  the  theatre  of  action,  who 
only  know  that  the  machine  was  kept  in  motion,  and 
that  they  arc  at  last  arrived  at  the  first  object  of  their 
wishes,  are  satisfied  with  the  event,  without  investi- 
gating the  causes  of  the  slow  progress  to  it,  or  of  the 
expences  which  have  accrued,  and  which  they  have 
been  unwilling  to  pay — great  part  of  which  has  arisen 
from  that  want  of  enerj^y  in  the  Federal  Constitution, 
which  1  am  complaining  of,  and  which  I  wish  to  see 
given  to  it  by  a  Convention  of  the  People,  instead  of 
hearing  it  remarked  that,  as  we  have  worked  through 
an  arduous  contest  with  the  powers  Congress  already 
have  (but  which,  by  the  by,  have  been  gradually 
diminishing,)  why  should  they  be  invested  with  more  ? 
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To  say  nothing  of  the  invisible  workings  of  Provi- 
dence, which  has  conducted  us  through  difficulties 
where  no  human  foresight  could  point  the  way ;  it 
will  appear  evident  to  a  close  examiner,  that  there  has 
been  a  concatenation  of  causes  to  produce  this  event ; 
which  in  all  probability,  at  no  time,  or  under  any  other 
circumstances,  will  combine  again — We  deceive  our- 
selves therefore  by  the  mode  of  reasoning,  and,  what 
would  be  much  worse,  we  may  bring  ruin  upon  our- 
selves by  attempting  to  carr}-  it  into  practice. 

We  are  known  by  no  other  character  among  nations 
than  as  the  United  States — Massachusetts  or  Virginia 
is  no  bctterdefined,  nor  any  more  thought  of  by  Foreign 
Powers  than  the  County  of  Worcester  in  Massachu- 
setts is  by  Virginia,  or  Gloucester  County  in  Virginia 
is  by  Massachusetts,  (respectable  as  they  are) ;  and 
yet  these  counties  with  as  much  propriety  might  op- 
pose themselves  to  the  Laws  of  the  State  in  which 
they  arc.  as  an  Individual  State  can  oppose  itself  to 
the  Federal  Government,  by  which  it  is,  or  ought  to 
be  bound.  Each  of  these  counties  has,  no  doubt,  its 
local  polity  and  Interests.  These  should  be  attended 
to,  and  brought  before  their  respective  legislatures 
with  all  the  force  their  importance  merits;  but  when 
they  come  in  contact  with  the  general  Interest  of  the 
State,  when  superior  considerations  preponderate  in 
favor  of  the  whole,  their  voices  should  be  heard  no 
So  should  it  be  with  individual  States  when 


more. 


compared  to  the  Union,  otherwise  I  think  it  may  pro- 
perly be  asked  for  what  purpose  do  we  farcically  pre- 
tend  to    be    United  ?       Why  do    Congress    spend 
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months  together  in  deliberating  upon,  debating,  and 
dij^esting  plans,  which  arc  made  as  palatable,  and  as 
wholesome  to  the  Constitution  of  this  country  as  the 
nature  of  things  will  admit  of.  when  some  States  will 
pay  no  attention  to  them,  and  others  regard  them  but 
partially  ;  by  which  means  all  those  evils  which  pro- 
ceed from  delay,  are  felt  by  the  whole :  while  the  com- 
pliant States  are  not  only  suffering  by  these  neglects, 
but  in  many  instances  are  injured  most  capitally  by 
their  own  exertions ;  which  are  wasted  for  want  of 
the  united  effort  A  hundred  thousand  men,  com- 
ing one  after  another,  cannot  move  a  Ton  weight ;  but 
the  united  strength  of  50  would  transport  it  with 
ease.  So  has  it  been  with  great  part  of  the  expence 
which  has  been  incurred  this  War.  In  a  word.  I 
think  the  blood  and  treasure,  which  has  been  spent  in 
it,  has  been  lavished  to  little  purpose,  unless  we  can 
be  better  cemented ;  and  that  is  not  to  be  effected 
while  so  little  attention  is  paid  to  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Sovereign  Power. 

To  me  it  would  seem  not  more  absurd,  to  hear  a 
traveller,  who  was  setting  out  on  a  long  journey,  de- 
clare he  would  take  no  money  in  his  pocket  to  defray 
the  Expcnces  of  it,  but  rather  depend  upon  Chance  and 
Charity,  lest  he  should  misapply  it — than  are  the  ex- 
pressions of  so  much  fear  of  the  powers  and  means  of 
Congress. 

For  Heaven's  sake,  who  are  Congress?  are  they 
not  the  creatures  of  the  People,  amenable  to  them  for 
their  conduct,  and  dependent  from  day  to  day  on 
their  breath  ?     Where  then  can  be  the  danger  of 
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giving  them  such  Powers  as  are  adequate  to  the  great 
ends  of  Government,  and  to  all  the  general  purposes 
of  the  Confederation  (1  repeat  the  word  gtnerai,  be- 
cause I  am  no  advocate  fur  their  having  to  do  with 
the  particular  policy  of  any  state,  further  than  It  con- 
cerns the  Union  at  lai^e)  ?  What  may  be  the  conse- 
quences if  they  have  not  these  Powers,  I  am  at  no  loss 
to  guess  ;  and  deprecate  the  worst ;  for  sure  I  am,  we 
shall,  in  a  little  time  become  as  contemptible  in  the 
great  scale  of  Politicks,  as  we  now  have  it  in  our  power 
to  be  rcspcctabk*.  And  that,  when  the  band  of  Union 
gets  once  broken,  every  thing  ruinous  to  our  future 
prospects  is  to  be  apprehended.  The  best  that  can 
come  of  it,  in  my  humble  opinion  is,  that  we  shall 
sink  into  obscurity,  unless  our  Civil  broils  should  keep 
us  in  remembrance  and  fill  the  page  of  histor>*  with 
the  direful  consequences  of  them. 

You  say  that,  Congress  loose  time  by  pressing  a 
mode  that  does  not  accord  with  the  genius  of  the  People, 
and  will  thereby,  endanger  the  Union,  and  that  it  is  the 
quantum  they  want.  Permit  me  to  ask  if  the  quan- 
tum has  not  already  been  demanded  ?  Whether  it  has 
been  obtained  ?  and  whence  proceeds  the  accumulated 
evils,  and  poignant  distresses  of  many  of  the  public 
Creditors — particularlyin  the  Army?  Formyown  part 
I  hesitate  not  a  moment  to  confess,  that  I  see  nothing 
wherein  the  Union  is  endangered  by  the  late  requisi- 
tion of  that  body,  but  a  prospect  of  much  good,  justice, 
and  prosperity  from  the  compliance  with  it.  1  know 
of  no  tax  more  convenient,  none  so  agreeable,  as  that 
which   every  man  may  pay, — or  let  it  alone,  as  his 
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convenience,  abilities,  or  Inclination  shall  prompt.      I 
am  therefore  a  warm  friend  to  the  impost. 

I  can  only  repeat  to  you.  that  whenever  Congress 
shall  think  proper  to  open  the  door  of  their  Archives 
to  you  (which  can  be  best  known,  and  with  more  pro- 
priety discovered  through  the  Delegates  of  your  own 
State),  all  my  Records  and  Papers  shall  be  unfolded  to 
your  View,  and  I  shall  be  happy  in  your  Company  at 
Mt.  Vernon  while  you  are  taking  such  Extracts  from 
them,  as  you  may  find  convenient.  It  is  a  piece  of 
respect  which  1  think  is  due  to  the  Sovereign  Powerto 
let  it  take  the  lead  in  this  business  (without  any  inter- 
ference of  mine)  ;  and  another  reason  why  1  choose  to 
withhold  mine  to  this  epoch  is,  that  1  am  positive  no 
history  of  the  Revolution  can  be  perfect  if  the  H  istori- 
ographer  has  not  free  access  to  that  fund  of  Informa- 
tion. Mrs.  Washington  joins  me  in  compliments  to 
Mrs.  Gordon — and  I  am  &c. 


TO    M.    MARBOIS. 
gjH  H.  Q..  N»wiu»«w,  9  July.  17S7, 

The  last  Post  brought  me  the  honor  of  your  favor 
of  the  first  Instt.  inclosing  an  Extract  from  the  Letter 
of  Monsr.  de  Malesherbes  to  you. 

I  hardly  know  how,  sufficiently  to  express  my  grati- 
tude and  thanks  to  that  Gentleman  for  his  intended 
favors,  and  the  polite  and  flattering  manner  in  which 
he  seems  disposed  to  confer  them.  Nor  can  1  suffi- 
ciently express  my  concern  for  the  trouble  he  has  had 
from  my  improper  explanation  to  the  misconception 
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of,  my  good  and  amiable  friend  the  Marqs.  de  la 
Fayette. 

Tocultivate  Exotics  for  the  purpose  of  making  Wine, 
or  for  my  amusement,  was  never  contemplated  by  me. 
The  spontaneous  growth  of  the  Vine  in  all  parts  of 
this  country,  the  different  qualitiesof  them  and  periods 
for  maturation,  led  me  to  conclude,  that  by  a  happy 
choice  of  the  species  I  might  succeed  better  than  those 
who  had  attempted  the  foreign  vine.  Accordingly,  a 
year  or  two  before  hostilities  commenced,  1  selected 
about  two  thousand  cuttings  of  a  kind  which  does  not 
ripen  with  us  (in  V^lrginia)  till  repeated  frosts  in  the 
Autumn  meliorate  the  Grajx;  and  deprive  the  Vines  of 
their  leaves.  It  is  then,  and  not  before,  the  grape 
(which  is  never  very  pallitable)  can  be  Eaten. 

Several  little  Essays  have  been  made  by  Gentlemen 
of  my  acquaintance  to  cultivate  the  foreign  grape,  for 
Wine  ;  but  none  had  well  succeeded  ;  owing  either  to 
an  improper  kind,  or  the  want  of  skill  in  the  manage- 
ment For  the  most  part,  their  Wine  soon  contracted 
an  acidity,  which  rendered  it  unfit  for  use  ;  one  cause 
of  which  I  ascribed  to  the  ripening  of  their  grape 
in  our  Summer  or  Autumnal  heats,  and  to  the  too 
great  fermentation  occasioned  thereby.  This  considera- 
tion led  me  to  try  the  wild  grape  of  the  Country',  and  to 
fix  upon  the  species  which  I  have  already  described, 
and  which  in  the  Eight  years  I  have  been  absent  from 
my  Estate  has  been  little  attended  to.  Had  I  re- 
mained at  home.  I  should  ere  this,  have  perfected  the 
experiment  which  was  all  I  had  in  view. 

Thus,  my  good  Sir,  have  I  given  you  the  history  of 
my  proposed  cultivation  of  the  Vine — and  all  I  ever 
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had  in  contemplation  to  attempt.  I  feel  unhappy 
therefore  at  being  the  innocent  cause  of  so  much 
trouble  to  Monsr.  de  Malesherbes  whose  politeness, 
and  goodness  upon  this  occasion  seems  to  have  no 
bounds  and  fills  me  with  gratitude  and  acknowledge- 
ment which  1  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  convey  to  him 
in  such  terms  as  I  know  you  are  master  of.  and  which 
will  do  more  justice  to  my  feelings  than  any  expres- 
sions of  my  own. 

If,  notwithstanding  my  (ormer  plans,  Monsr.  de 
Malesherbes  will  honor  me  with  a  few  sets,  or  cuttings 
of  any  mu  kind  (and  the  choice  is  left  altogether  to 
himself,)  I  will  cultivate  them  with  the  utmost  care, 
I  will  always  think  of  htm  when  I  go  into  my  Httle 
Vineyard,  and  the  first  fruits  of  It  shall  be  dedicated 
to  him  as  the  Author  of  it 

If  to  these  he  would  add  a  few  sets  of  the  several 
kinds  of  Eating  Grape  for  my  Gardens,  it  would  add 
much  to  the  obligation  he  seems  so  well  disposed  to 
confer  on  me. 

For  the  trouble  you  have  had,  and  I  am  about  to 
give  you  in  this  business,  you  will  please  to  accept  my 
thanks,  and  the  assurances  of  that  esteem  and  regard 
with  which  I  have  &c. 


TO  GEORGE  WILLIAM    FAIRFAX. 

Stati  of  Nkw  Voxx, 
MV  DEAR  Sir,  lOjmly.ijSs. 

With  very  sincere  pleasure  I  receiv'd  your  favor  of 
the  26ih  March,  It  came  to  hand  a  few  days  ago, 
and  gave  me  the  satisfaction  of  learning  that  you  en- 
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joyed  good  health, and  yL  Mrs.  Fairfax  had  improved 
in  hers.  There  was  nothing  wanting  in  this  Letter  to 
give  compleat  satisfaction  to  Mrs.  Washington  and 
myself,  but  some  expression  to  induce  us  to  believe 
you  would  once  more  become  our  neighbors.  Your 
house  at  Belvoir  \  am  sorry  to  add  is  no  more,  but 
mine  (which  is  enlarged  since  you  saw  it.)  is  most 
sincerely  and  heartily  at  your  service  till  you  could  re" 
build  it. 

As  the  path,  after  being  closed  by  a  long,  arduous, 
and  painful  contest,  is  to  use  an  Indian  metaphor,  now 
opened  and  made  smooth,  I  shall  please  myself  with 
the  hope  of  hearing  from  you  frequently  ;  and  till  you 
forbid  me  to  endulge  the  wish,  1  shall  not  despair  of 
seeing  you  and  Mrs.  Fairfax  once  more  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Belvoir,  and  greeting  you  both  there  the  in- 
timate companions  of  our  old  age.  as  you  have  been 
of  our  younger  years.  I  cannot  sufficiently  express 
my  sensibility  for  your  kind  congratulations  on  the 
favorable  termination  of  the  War,  and  for  the  flatter- 
ing manner  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  speak  of  my 
instrumentality  in  effecting  a  revolution,  which  I  can 
truly  aver,  was  not  in  the  beginning  premeditated  ; 
but  the  result  of  dire  necessity  brought  about  by 
the  persecuting  spirit  of  the  British  Government. 
This  no  man  can  speak  to  with  more  certainty',  or 
assert  upon  better  grounds  than  myself — as  1  was  a 
memberof  Congress  in  the  Councils  of  America  till  the 
affair  at  Bunker  Hill,  and  was  an  attentive  observer 
and  witness  to  those  interesting  and  painful  struggles 
for  accomodation,  and  redress  of  grievances  in  a  Con- 
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stitutional  way.  which  all  the  world  saw  and  must 
have  approved,  excepi  the  ignorant,  deluded  and  de- 
signing. 

I  unite  my  prayers  most  fervently  with  yours  for 
wisdom  to  these  U.  States,  and  have  no  doubt,  af- 
ter a  little  while  all  errors  in  the  present  form  of  their 
Government  will  be  corrected,  and  a  happy  temper  be 
diffused  through  the  whole;  but.  like  young  heirs 
come  a  little  prematurely  perhaps  to  a  large  inheri- 
tance, it  is  more  than  probable  they  will  riot  for  a 
while — but  this,  if  it  should  happen,  tho"  it  is  a  circum- 
stance which  is  to  be  lamented  (as  I  would  have  the 
national  character  of  America  be  pure  and  immacu- 
late.) will  work  its  own  cure,  as  there  is  virtue  at  the 
bottom. 

You  speak  of  having  written  many  Letters  to  me 
during  the  War;  but  few.  very  few  indeed  have  ever 
reached  me.  Karly,  and  repeatedly,  did  1  advise  you 
of  the  impracticability,  while  1  continued  to  direct  the 
military  operations  of  the  Country,  of  my  paying  the 
smallest  attention  to  your  Interest  in  Virginia,  and 
pressed  you  to  name  some  other  friend  to  superintend 
your  business.  Upon  your  suggestion  of  Mr.  Nicho- 
las,  I  wrote  to  him  on  the  subject  without  obtaining 
an  answer ;  and  wrote  and  wrote  again  to  him  months 
after  he  was  dead,  so  little  acquainted  was  I  with  the 
private  occurrences  of  our  own  State.  Nor  to  this 
moment  have  I  got  an  answer  from  any  one  on  the 
subject,  and  know  as  little — perhaps  less  than  you  do 
of  the  situation  of  your  affairs  in  Virginia — I  have 
been  in  the  State  but  once  since  the  4th  of  May,  1775. 
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and  that  was  at  the  Siege  of  York.  In  going  thither 
I  spent  one  day  at  my  own  House,  and  in  returning  1 
took  3  or  4,  without  attempting  to  transact  a  panicle 
of  private  business,  even  for  myself.  1  do  not  con- 
ceive that  it  would  be  any  consolation  to  you  to  hear 
tliat  your  neighbors  were  equal  sufferers  with  your- 
self, or  you  might  thank  God — as  an  overseer  in  the 
service  of  your  Father-in-law  did.  when  he  was  ren- 
dering an  account  to  his  employer  in  the  time  of  a 
calamitous  and  \iUegibl€\  the  miserable  prospect 
before  him  and  the  probabilit)'  of  their  star\'ing — that 
his  neighbors  were  as  bad  off  as  himself. 

The  amiable  Mr.  Custis  was  taken  sick  at  the  Siege 
of  York,  and  died  at  Colo.  Bassett's  the  [5th]  of 
Novr. — he  has  left  fourlovely  children  ;  three  girls  and 
a  boy  (which  the  latter  is  the  youngest)  who  were  all 
very  well  and  promising  when  we  heard  last  from 
them' — His  widow  is  yet  single,  and  lives  where  he 
did,  at  the  place  formerly  Robt.  Alexander's  (above 
Alexandria)  which  he  bought  and  handsomely  ap- 
proved before  his  death.  Mrs.  Washington  enjoys 
an  incompetent  share  of  health  ;  BilHous  Fevers  and 
Cholics  attack  her  very  often,  and  reduce  her  low.  At 
this  moment  she  is  but  barely  recovering  from  one  of 
them.  At  the  same  time  that  she  thanks  Mrs.  Fairfax 
and  you  for  your  kind  suggestion  of  Doctr.  Jones's 
.^.nnatiptic  Pills,  she  begs  you  both  to  accept  her  most 
affectionate  regards — she  would  have  conveyed  these 
in  a  letter  of  her  own  with  grateful  acknowledgements 

'  EILtbcth  rarke.  horn  31  August,  r77b:  Martha  Parke.  Iioni  31  Decem- 
ber, 1777:  EI»noT  I'sTke,  b«ni  at  March,  1779;  uul  lM:ur£c  Wathingtoii 
Parke,  bom  30  April,  1761. 
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of  Mrs.  Fairfax's  kind  remembrance  by  Mr.  Lee,  if 
her  health  would  have  allowed  it. 

I  wait  with  great  Impatience  the  arrival  of  the 
Definitive  Treaty — that  I  may  quit  my  militar>'  em- 
ployment, and  bid  adieu  to  public  life-^and  in  the 
shades  of  retirement  seek  that  repose  and  tranquillity 
to  which  I  have  been  an  intire  stranger  for  more  than 
Eight  years.  I  wish  for  it  too  because  it  will  afford 
mc  some  leisure  to  attend  to  an  impaired  fortune  and 
recover  as  it  were  from  a  state  of  torpidity  or  suspen- 
sion^-except  in  the  instances  of  having  money  paid  to 
me  at  the  depreciated  value — My  private  concerns, 
my  warmest  and  best  affections  attend  Mrs.  Fairfax 
and  yourself — and  1  am  &c.' 


TO    BAKOK    STEUBEN. 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

In  consequence  of  powers  in  me  inveited  for  that  purpose,  I  do 
, hereby  authorize  and  desire  you  to  proceed,  with  such  despatch 
as  you  shall  find  convenient,  into  Canada,  and  there  concert  with 
General  Haldimand,  or  other  British  commander-in-chief  in  that 
province,  upon  all  such  measures  as  you  shaJl  find  necessary  for 
receiving  possession  of  the  posts  now  under  his  command  vithin 
the  territory  ceded  to  the  United  States,  and  at  present  occupied 
by  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  and  from  which  his  said 

'  "  A  report  prevaiti  h«re  fin  Va.),  MJd  lo  come  from  Philadelphia,  that  oar 
worthy  gcncnl  hat  become  w  unpopular  in  his  army,  that  no  of&ccr  wilt  dine 
with  him.  The  report  k  *u  iinprubabLe  lliat  1  give  no  uetlit  to  it,  yet  I  am 
rwwiou  to  h««r  from  j^ou  on  ihe  tukjecl,  and  also  to  know  in  what  >lale  die 
[flefinitlve  treaty  iaand  what  now  obstructs  the  Micitinc  of  it." — Bmjantin  H^rri^ 
iW  tht  Virginia  DtUgaU4  in  Cangrtti.  IS  July,  1783.  "We  do  not  know," 
tbcf  replied  on  Jnl)'  37th.  "  any  coloi  of  rea>«n  (or  the  report  you  nicntiun  relt- 
Ijveioour  Commander- in -chief.  On  the  contra/y,  we  believe  llial  bis  pupn- 
laiitjr,  Uke  his  merit,  haa  not  raSered  the  nnallcit  diminution." 
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Majestjr's  troops  sre  to  be  withdrawn,  agreeably  to  th«  seventh 
article  of  the  provisional  treaty  b«!w<;en  his  faid  Majesly  and  the 
United  States  of  America. 

In  accomplishing  this  negotiation,  you  will  obtain,  if  possible, 
from  General  Haldimaod  his  assurances  and  orders  for  the  irame- 
dJale  posfiesston,  by  the  United  States,  of  the  posts  in  question, 
or  at  least  a  cession  of  ihem  at  an  early  day.  But  if  this  cannot 
be  done,  you  will  endeavor  to  procure  from  him  positive  and 
definitive  assurances,  that  he  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  give  iofor- 
mation  of  the  time  whi^^h  shall  he  fixed  on  for  the  evacuation  of 
those  postt^r  sod  ihal  the  troops  u(  his  Britannic  Majesty  t:hall  not 
be  drawn  therefrom,  until  aufficient  previous  notice  shall  be 
f[ivcn  of  that  event,  that  the  troops  of  the  United  States  may  be 
ready  to  occu  py  the  fortresses  (he  moment  ihey  shall  be  abandoned 
by  those  of  his  Bniaonic  Majesty. 

You  will  propose  to  General  Haldiiuand,  an  exchange  of  such 
artillery  and  stores  now  in  the  posts  as  you  .shall  think  proper,  and 
which  you  !>hall  judge  will  be  of  benefit  to  the  United  States, 
agreeing  with  the  Britiith  commander-in-chief,  that  an  e<iual 
number  of  cannon,  and  an  equal  quantity  and  kind  of  stores,  as 
he  shall  consent  to  exchange,  shall  be  replaced  to  his  Britannic 
Majesty  by  the  United  States,  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall  be 
fixed  on  by  you  for  the  purpose. 

Having  formed  your  arrangcnients  with  General  Haldimand, 
you  will  he  pleased  to  proceed,  in  such  manner  as  you  shall  think 
best,  to  visit  the  several  posts  and  fortresses  on  the  frontier  lerri- 
lory  of  the  United  States  as  far  as  Detroit.  View  their  diiTerent 
situation,  strength,  and  circumstances;  and,(orming  your  judgment 
of  their  relative  position,  and  probable  advantage  lo  the  United 
States,  you  will  report  the  same  lo  mc,  with  your  opinion  of  such 
of  them  as  you  shall  think  most  expedient  for  the  United  States 
to  retain  and  occupy.  In  passing  the  Lake  Champlain  you  will 
critically  observe  the  width  of  the  waters  at  the  northern  extremity, 
and  the  nature  of  the  ground  adjoining  ;  with  a  view  to  determine 
whether  there  is  any  spot  south  of  the  45th  degree  of  north 
latitude,  and  near  our  extreme  boundary,  on  which  it  will  be 
convenient,  (should  Congress  judge  it  expedient,)  to  erect  forti- 
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ficalions,  which  would  command  the  eDirance  from  Canada  into 
that  lake. 

At  Detroit  you  vill  find  a  very  considerable  settlement,  con- 
sisiing  mostly  of  French  people  from  Canada.  To  thciu:  you  will 
please  to  intimate  the  fullest  sentiment  of  the  Kood  disposition  of 
Congre»  and  the  iahubitants  of  the  United  States  fot  their  wel- 
fare and  protection  ;  expressing  at  the  same  time  10  them  our 
expectations  of  finding  the  like  disposition  in  them  towards  us, 
and  the  post  whicli  we  may  establish  there,  and  any  future  settle- 
ment which  may  be  formed  in  their  neighborhood  by  the  subjects 
of  the  United  Suie».  Aar  the  advauced  season,  or  other  unfore- 
seen accidents,  may  render  tl  difficult  to  get  a  detachment  of 
Amencin  troops  to  that  place  before  it  may  be  convenient  for  the 
British  garrison  to  be  withdrawn  from  that  post,  you  will  do  well 
to  engage,  in  this  case,  some  one  or  mote  of  the  respectable  and 
well  disposed  inhabitants  of  the  diilrict  to  provide  a  company  of 
militia  (if  there  be  any)  or  others,  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States,  to  take  charge  of  the  works,  buildings  &c.  of  the  fortress. 
assuring  them  such  reasonable  pay  as  shall  be  deemed  adequalc 
to  their  service,  or  which  you  may  condition  (or.  You  will  also 
intake  particular  inquiry,  whether  the  farmers  or  merchants  at 
Detroit  are  able  or  wilting  to  supply  an  American  garrison  at  that 
post  with  provisions  and  other  necessaries,  and  upon  what  terms. 

You  will  please  to  keep  me  informed  as  fully  as  you  can,  and 
as  often  as  opportunity  will  permit,  i>f  the  progress  you  shall  make 
in  executing  the  business  committed  to  your  conduct. 

Conliding  perfectly  in  your  general  knowledge,  good  sense, 
judgment,  and  discretion,  in  the  fulfilment  of  this  commission,  I 
forbear  any  further  detail  of  instructions  but  wish  you  success  in 
your  negotiations,  with  pleasure  and  security  in  the  prosecution 
of  your  tour.  Given  at  Hcad-Qiianers,  Ncwburg,  this  iitli  day 
of  July,  r783.'  

*  In  compliutce  vriEhthete  iiutructioQi.  Bar»o  Steubon  pro<;c«<l<:(l  toCaiimds. 
He  mched  Chamblee  on  lh«  3ct  of  Aue:iisl.  and  ihrtice  wnl  (onranl  lili  aid- 
dc-ckmp.  Majoi  North,  to  Quebec,  with  A  meuage  to  Genera)  Haldimand  an. 
nDuncinC  ihc  object  of  his  inmiun.  GcDcral  Ilaldimand  waj  juti  on  the  evfl 
of  hii  tleparlurc  (or  the  upper  country,  anil  be  met  Barun  bteubcn  at  Sore),  on 
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TO   THE    PRESIDENT  OF  CUNCRESS. 

HSAD^UARTBSS,  16  Jul;,  1 783* 

Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  letters  of  the  3d  and  8th  are 
received.  The  Judge  Advocate  was  gone  on  by  my 
Directions  before  the  hint  you  gave  me  in  that  of 
the  3d. 

It  would  seem  there  has  been  some  capital  neglect 
or  miscarriage  in  the  transmission  of  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  1 2th  of  May.  I  never  had  the  least  intima- 
tion of  it  until  the  /th  instant,  when  I  received  it  from 
the  War  Office. 

Baron  Steuben  is  furnished  with  my  letters  and  in. 
structions  and  will  depart  on  his  mission  as  soon  as 
possible. 

The  enclosed  memorial  was  handed  to  me  from 
some  officers  of  Hazen's  regiment,  refugees  from  Can- 
ada. Anxious  for  their  relief  from  the  most  distress- 
ing situation,  and  finding  myself  without  the  means 
or  the  power  of  doing  it,  1  beg  leave  to  refer  their 
circumstances  to  the  particular  attention  and  regard 
of  Congress.  These,  with  many  others,  are  the  men, 
who  as  they  will  say  have  left  their  countrj',  their 
friends,  their  substance,  their  all,  in  support  of  the 

the  &th  o[  August.  In  t«fiinl  ta  Ihe  firtt  point  of  Uie  inilructlons.  G«oeral 
llAUIiinAnd  »ai(1  thai  tie  had  not  r«cciv«<l  orders  for  nuking  >ny  MTAngeiDCnts 
to  evacuate  (he  po>U,  nor  (ut  aiijr  other  object  (Iwii  a  ci.-u«tiflii  o(  hMLililio. 
with  whtcli  he  had  strictly  connp1i«d.  A  Ki|ue»l  fni  pau|iDrtt  lo  ristl  the  ixwu, 
on  the  part  of  Baron  Sltubcn,  was  lik«wi*c  leftiHtl  by  Ccii«f«I  Hildlmaod, 
upon  the  Mme  ground  of  wnnt  of  order*,  In  fthori.  he  did  not  feci  hiroulf  ati- 
thohied  to  enter  into  any  ne^otiationi  wh&t«v«r,  retpecting  Uie  objects  lor 
which  Buon  StcubEn  had  come  lo  Ctnoda.  and  the  lalter  lelunicd  trom  ^rcl 
to  llie  Auvetican  army. 
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liberties  of  America  ;  and  have  followed  our  fortunes 
through  the  various  scenes  of  a  distressing  contest, 
until  they  find  it  to  have  terminated  in  the  happiest 
manner  for  all  but  themselves.  Some  provision  is 
certainly  due  to  those  people,  who  now  are  exiled 
from  their  native  country  and  habitations,  without 
any  mention  made  of  them  in  the  treaty,  any  stipula- 
tion for  their  return,  or  any  means  for  their  subsist- 
ence, in  a  country  which  their  arms  have  contributed 
to  secure  and  establish.  When  Congress  recollect 
the  encouragements,  the  promises,  and  assurances, 
which  were  published  by  them  and  their  orders  in 
Canada  in  the  years  1775  and  1776.  I  am  persuaded 
they  will  take  into  their  most  serious  consideration 
the  case  of  those  unhappy  persons,  who  placed  confi- 
dence in  those  proclamations,  and  make  ample  amends 
by  some  cH'ectual  provision  for  their  sufferings,  pa- 
tience, and  perseverance. 

I  would  not  presume  to  dictate;  but,  if  Congress 
cannot  procure  funds  for  their  compensation  and  sub- 
sistence from  the  ample  contiscations,  which  are  mak- 
ing within  the  different  States,  I  should  think  a  grant 
could  be  made  to  them  from  the  unlocated  lands  in 
the  interior  parts  of  our  territor)'.  and  some  means 
advanced  to  place  them  on  such  a  tract.  This  per- 
haps might  prove  satisfactorj',  and  would  enable  them 
to  form  a  settlement,  which  may  be  beneficial  to  them- 
selves, and  useful  to  the  United  States.  I  will  say 
no  more,  but  repeat  my  recommendation  of  their  case 
to  the  grateful  remembrance  of  Congress,  and  beg. 

that  a  speedy  attention  may  be  given  to  the  applica- 
19 


tion,  which  I  have  advised  them  to  make  without  de- 
lay. 

Finding  myself  in  most  disagreeable  circumstances 
here,  and  like  to  be  so,  so  long  as  Congress  are  pleased 
Co  continue  me  in  this  awkward  situation,  anxiously 
expecting  the  definitive  treaty ;  without  command. 
and  with  little  else  to  do,  than  to  be  teased  with 
troublesome  applications  and  fruitless  demands,  which 
I  have  neither  the  means  or  the  power  of  satisfying  ; 
in  this  distressing  tedium  I  have  resolved  to  wear 
away  a  little  time,  in  f>erforming  a  tour  to  the  north- 
ward, as  far  as  Ticondcroga  and  ("rown  Point,  and 
perhaps  as  far  up  the  Mohawk  River  as  Fort  Schuy- 
ler. I  shall  leave  this  place  on  Friday  next,  and  shall 
probably  be  gone  about  two  weeks,  unless  my  tour 
should  be  interrupted  by  some  special  recall.  One  gen- 
tleman of  my  family  will  be  left  here  to  receive  any 
letters  or  commands,  and  to  forward  to  me  any  thing 
that  shall  be  necessary.  With  great  respect  and  es- 
teem, I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c 


TO  THE   PRESIDENT   OF  CONGRESS. 


Sir, 


Hbad-Qvaktxrs.  6  Angiut.  1793. 


Your  Excellency's  several  favors  of  the  i  7lh,  24th, 
and  31st  of  July,  were  received  at  head-quarters  dur- 
ing my  absence,  and  have  been  presented  to  me  on 

'  CongTBM.  Iiftd  pa»sed  ■  renolve  rvquatinc  1h«  attendaDce  of  General  Wuhlnc- 
ton  at  MOD  as  should  be  convenienl.  aftet  lil^  return  (rum  the  nonhwvnt.— 
Jgrnrtiati,  JulyaSth. 

Wakhinglon  wrole  [u  McHcnr^r  in  Vncw  (lie  meanirs  of  (be  resoluiiein.  lay- 
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my  'return  last  evening,  which  !   effected  by  water 
from  Albany. 

My  tour  havinjj  been  extended  as  far  northward  as 
Crown  Point,  and  westward  to  Fort  Schuyler  and  its 
district,  and  my  movements  having  been  pretty  rapid, 
my  horses,  which  are  not  yet  arrived,  will  be  so  much 
fatigued,  that  they  will  need  some  days  to  recruit. 
This  circumstance,  with  some  arrangements  that  will 
be  nccessar)'  previous  to  my  leaving  this  place,  will 
prevent  my  complying  with  the  pleasure  of  Congress, 
intimated  in  yours  of  the  jtst,  so  soon  perhaps  as  may 

"  I  am  kit  ignniuil  ol  the  particular  objecit  CongrcM  h«vc  jci  view,  way  fur- 
ther than  can  be  collected  from  the  eiprcHion*  of  hia  [the  I'rexideni  of  Con- 
grat]  «nd  fo«ir  Ictten.  Sn  far  then,  a«  they  may  r«latt  to  a  Pmaf  ntabltsh- 
meat,  cny  icniimcnti  in  lh«  frc«it  and  fullcvt  manner  have  been  commanitatcd 
to  a  comiriiite«.  of  which  Cole.  Ilsntillon  was  Chaimiftn.  [(  the  principal  object 
in  view,  by  my  aitcndance,  rexpeclx  CoTigreat,  1  ouinoi  tiMJUIe  a  moment  to 
make  ibc  carlieit  cumpliiiKC  in  my  power.  Bui,  if  the  laolution  is  calcu- 
lalcd  for  my  own  enliven ience,  I  cannot  lay.  Itial  it  will  tcn-Uer  my  titttaiion 
more  rligtblir  than  (he  [>r«>icnt.  utpccially  taking  into  cODBi<ttralii.>ii  (he  iiioon- 
«caicnce  of  a  rctnnvil  for  w>  ninaU  a  diviBncc,  nnii  n  new  cvahlishnient  of  a 
hoiueholJ,  which  mtui  be  (omied  in  coniequence  of  breaking  uji  itie  menial 
pail  «f  my  family  here. 

"  My  prindiial  Inlenlion.  in  my  letter  of  the  i6lb  nlTimo.  wa^  to  expren  the 
tliiacreeaMeneu  nf  my  prewnt  situation,  wairing  a^  I  am,  with  little  busJaes; 
anil  Ieu  comraand,  for  the  definitive  treaty,  when  I  have  sa  anxioiua  deMnaf 
retiring  from  public  bnsinesv.  tnil  ie-«)iiaLli*>h{ng  tnysdl  in  ilocneslic  life, 
where  my  t>riTatc  conccmt  call  Ivudly  fotmy  ptc»cnce." — 6  Auga*t,  1783. 

On  the»e  points  Mr.  McHcnry  replied  ai  follow* : 

"  The  first  motire  for  bringing  yon  here  nan  to  get  ymi  oat  of  a  ilitagretable 
tiluation  toone  leu  disagreeable,  'llie  second  was  toget  youraantance  and  ad- 
vice In  ihe  arrangenbentt  (or  [leacr.  It  may  be  ncceuary,  beiides,  to  consult  you 
rnpecting  piamoliont,  and  on  a  variety  of  militar}  uih)ectt.  I  believe,  on  the 
whole,  that  your  being  near  CongrcM  will  be  a  public  £ood.  I  send  you  the 
•ddfCH  CO  be  made  to  you  from  the  chair,  which  will  Mrve  to  eaplain  Ihe  inten- 
ttont  of  Cvn|;rcM." — Prineri^rt,  Au|iu>t  lllh. 

Ahtmsc.  witnhlydirnishcii.  »a»  engaged  by  Conpcwfor  the  use  of  GcrctbI 
Waifainglon,  situai«d  iit  Kocby  Hill,  t>etween  three  nntl  four  milc«  from 
Princeton. 
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be  expected.  In  the  mean  time,  your  Excellency  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  transmitting  to  me  the  reso- 
lution mentioned,  that  I  may  be  acquainted  with  the 
objects  Congress  have  in  view,  by  my  attendance  at 
Princeton,  and  that  1  may  prepare  myself  to  fulfil  their 
expectations  to  the  utmost  of  my  power. 

[Anoiher  Letter  of  the  same  datei\ — I  was  the  more 
particularly  induced  by  two  considerations  to  make 
the  tour,  which,  in  my  letter  of  the  i6th  ultimo,  I  in- 
formed Congress  I  had  in  contemplation,  and  from 
which  1  returned  last  evening.  The  one  was  an 
inclination  of  seeing  the  northern  and  western  posts 
of  this  State,  with  those  places  which  have  been  the 
theatre  of  important  military  transactions  ;  the  other, 
a  desire  to  facilitate,  (as  far  as  is  in  my  power,)  the 
opemtions,  which  will  be  necessary  for  occupying  the 
posts  which  are  ceded  by  the  treaty  of  peace  as  soon 
as  they  shall  be  evacuated  by  the  British  troops. 

Aware  of  the  difficulties  we  should  have  to  encoun- 
ter in  accomplishing  the  last  mentioned  object,  on 
account  of  the  advanced  season,  and  the  want  of 
money  to  give  vigor  to  our  movements,  I  inserted 
a  clause  in  the  instructions  of  Baron  Steuben,  (a  copy 
of  which  [  have  the  honor  to  enclose.)  authorising 
him,  in  case  those  difficulties  should  be  insurmount- 
able, or  in  case  the  arrival  of  the  definitive  treaty 
should  be  delayed  beyond  expectation,  to  agree  with 
some  of  the  respectable  and  well  affected  inhabitants 
of  Detroit  to  preserve  the  fortifications  and  public 
buildings  at  that  place,  until  such  time  as  a  garrison 
could  be  sent  with  provisions  and  stores  sufficient  to 
take  and  hold  possession  of  them.     The  propriety  o£ 
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this  measure  has  appeared  in  a  more  forcible  point  of 
view,  since  I  have  been  up  the  Mohawk  River,  and 
taken  a  view  of  the  situation  of  things  in  thai  quarter ; 
for,  upon  a  careful  inquiry.  !  find  it  is  the  opinion  of 
those,  who  are  best  acquainted  with  the  distances  and 
communications,  that  nothing  short  of  the  greatest 
exertion,  and  a  sum  adequate  to  the  transportation, 
can  even  at  this  season  furnish  us  with  boats,  and  enable 
us  to  forward  provisions  and  stores  sufficient  for  a 
garrison  to  be  supported  at  Detroit  during  the 
ensuing  winter;  and,  without  an  immediate  supply  of 
money,  it  would  be  in  vain  to  make  the  attempt. 

Influenced  by  this  information,  believing  there  was 
not  a  moment  to  be  lost,  and  apprehending  the  Baron 
Steuben  might  be  retarded  in  his  progress  by  some 
unforeseen  event,  \  engaged  at  Fort  Rensselaer  a  gen- 
tleman, whose  name  is  Cassaty,  formerly  a  resident  at 
Detroit,  and  who  is  well  recommended,  to  proceed 
without  loss  of  time,  find  out  the  disposition  of  the  in- 
habitants, and  make  every  previous  inquiry,  which 
might  be  necessary  for  the  information  of  the  Baron 
on  his  arrival,  that  he  should  be  able  to  make  such 
final  arrangements,  as  the  circumstances  might  appear 
to  justify.  Thisseemed  to  be  the  best  alternative  on 
failure  of  fumUning  a  garrison  of  our  own  troops; 
which,  for  many  reasons,  would  be  infinitely  the  most 
eligible  motlc,  if  the  season  and  your  means  would 
possibly  admit. 

I  have  at  the  same  time  endeavored  to  take  the 
best  preparatory  steps  in  my  power  for  supplying  alt 
the  garrisons  on  the  western  waters  by  the  provision 
contract.     1  can  only  form  my  magazine  at  tort  Her- 
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kimer,  on  the  German  Flats,  which  is  thirty-two  miles 
by  land  and  almost  fifty  by  water  from  the  carrying- 
place  between  the  Mohawk  River  and  Wood  Creek. 
The  route  by  the  former  is  impracticable  in  the  present 
state  for  carriages  ;  and  by  the  other  extremely  diffi- 
cult for  batteaux,  as  the  river  is  very  much  obstructed 
with  fallen  and  floating  trees,  from  the  long  disuse  of 
the  navigation.  That  nothing,  however,  which  depends 
upon  me,  might  be  left  undone,  I  have  directed  ten 
months'  provision  for  five  hundred  men  to  be  laid  up 
at  Fort  Herkimer,  and  have  ordered  Colonel  Willett, 
(an  active  and  good  oflhcer  commanding  the  troops  of 
this  State.)  to  repair  the  roads,  remove  the  obstructions 
in  the  river,  and,  as  far  as  can  be  effected  by  the  la- 
bors of  the  soldiers,  build  houses  for  the  reception  of 
the  provision  and  stores  at  the  carrying-place,  in  order 
that  the  whole  may  be  in  perfect  readiness  to  move 
forward,  so  soon  as  the  arrangements  shall  be  made 
with  General  Haldimand.  I  shall  give  instructions  to 
Major-General  Knox,  to  have  such  ordnance  and  stores 
forwarded  to  Albany,  as  in  the  present  view  of  matters 
may  be  judged  necessary  for  the  western  posts  ;  and  I 
will  also  write  to  the  quartermaster-general,  by  this 
conveyance,  on  the  subject  of  batteaux  and  the  other 
articles,  which  may  be  required  from  his  department. 
However,  without  money  to  provide  some  boats,  and 
to  pay  the  expense  of  transportation,  it  will  be  next 
to  impossible  to  get  these  things  even  to  Niagara.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 

'    Rtw)    in    ConcTCM,    Au^at    itch.      On    Se|>icinticr   lOth,    referred    to 
DuAtic,  Pctciv,  CarrvU,    Hawklni.  uid  Arthur  Lee. 
WhQe  thb  l«tt«r  w  writing,  th«  members  of  Congroii  lud   urkd«r   Gon> 
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TO    ROBERT   STEWART. 

Stat«  op  Nbw  Vorx.  to  AoipM.  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

1  received  with  much  pleasure  by  the  last  mail  from 
Philadelphia,  your  favor  of  the  19th  of  April  from 
London. — For  the  affectionate  and  flattering  expres- 
sions contained  therein  you  will  please  to  accept  my 
warmest  and  most  )(rateful  acknowledgements. 

This  Letter  removed  an  apprehension  1  had  long 
labored  under,  of  your  having  taken  your  departure 

•ideraiior  ■  mode  nf  conferring  ntu  tionon  on  the  man  vbo  had  rrnilcTcd  such 
(lutin|[ui«hed  verrlcet  to  bu  conntrf  ;  and  the  neiit  da;  the  following  rtsolrcft 
were  puaed. 

"  Resolved  nmnimousty,  (ten  !itales  beiiv|>  pieKeitt)  llialan  equetlrian  ttalue 
of  GenemI  Wa«bi(i|[ton  be  erected  at  the  place  iTli«ictlicr«»idein:e  oJConjjreM 
fbail  1>c  e>rab]iihc«l. 

"  Reaalvcd,  that  the  itatue  be  «(  brante  :  the  General  to  be  represented  in  a 
Roman  drcM,  boldittK  a  imntheon  in  lui  right  haiid,  And  hU  hc«d  rncir<;lcd 
trith  a  laurel  wreath  :  llic  <lalue  lu  be«uppuneri  by  ■  marble  pedniul,  on  which 
»re  111  br  rtprrocnted,  in  Arnii-WAWv.  the  fnltoving  pniidpalc^'cnU  of  the  wxr, 
in  which  General  Wailiington  cominandeil  in  poruin  :  iiamcl}',  ihe  cracualiun 
of  Boiion  :  ihe  rapuire  of  Ihe  HesMans  ai  Tienton  :  the  hxiile  of  Prinrcton  ; 
Ihe  action  of  Manmouth  ;  and  the  «arrctider  of  Vork.  On  Ihe  upper  port  ol 
the  from  of  the  pedestal  lo  bcen£Ta<>dl  as  follows.  'Tkt  Vititttt  Staut.  in  Cm. 
grtta  Aittnilfil,  .'rdtrrd  Ikit  tMItu  At  */■  errtUJ  in  lAfyntr  <•/  imr  Lard  rjSj,  *i* 
ivtur  ff  Gttrge  Wmkm^lfn,  tht  iUttthiaut  Ci'nma$tdtr'in-ekU/ af  Ike  armitt 
*fth*  l/milni  Suttfs  ef  Amrrifa.dnrinji  tkt  war,  whitk  fiuiUfalfd aivl ttturfd 
tMr$ittrty,  i^fftigmly,  and  indf^nJenif.' 

"  Resolved,  thai  a  iiaiue  conformnblc  10  the  above  plan  tic  cxccuictl  liy  ihc 
best  ailiil  in  Europe,  under  Ihe  vuperinl^ndeace  of  the  minister  of  the  United 
Stale*  at  ihc  enutt  ol  VerMitlcM,  Ami  tli:ii  aioiiev  lo  defraj  the  expcnM  of  the 
lame  be  famiidied  ftum  the  Irea-turj  uf  the  United  Staici. 

"Rrtolred.  that  the  secreury  of  Congress  Innimll  to  Ihe  minister  ol  the 
United  !>Ules  at  the  coort  of  VerMtUo  the  best  r«ieiDbIance  of  General  Wuh- 
InRton,  that  can  be  procured,  for  ihepurpoteof  having  the  above  sUluc  erected, 
together  with  the  littest  detcrijilion  of  the  evenin,  which  are  tn  be  thc«nhjceCof 
ibc  huM-rilinv." — yt'uraaU.  Au|[iist  7th. — .'tparki. 

Thit  Ktons.  "  the  only  marV  of  public  gratitude."  uiote  the  French  Mintfler 
U>  l^nserae  "  which  W^thiiigtKn  con  accept,  and  the  unly  one  which  Ibe  gov- 
ernment in  ill  poverty  can  nfTer."  hu  nevcrbeen  executed. 
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for  the  Land  of  Spirits.  How  else  could  I  account 
for  a  Silence  of  full  1 5  years ;  for  1  think  it  must  be  at 
least  that  much  since  1  have  heard  from  you,  and  not 
lcs!i  than  9  or  10  since  I  could  hear  a  little  of  you  : 
altho'  when  I  had  opportunities,  I  made  it  a  point  to 
enquire. 

You  may  be  assured.  Sir,  that  I  should  ever  feci 
pleasure  in  rendering  you  any  service  in  my  power; 
but  I  will  not  be  so  uncandid  as  to  flatter  your  expecta- 
tions or  give  you  any  hope  of  my  doing  it  in  the  way 
you  seem  to  expect.  In  a  contest, — lon^,  arduous  and 
painful ;  which  has  brought  forth  the  abilities  of  men 
in  Militar)' and  Civil  life,  and  exposed  them  with  Halt- 
ersabout  their  necks,  not  only  to  imminent  danger,  but 
many  of  them  to  the  verge  of  poverty  and  the  very 
brink  of  ruin,  justice  requires  and  a  grateful  govern- 
ment certainly  will  bestow  those  places  of  honor  and 
pro6t.  which  necessity  must  create,  upon  those  who 
have  risked  life,  fortune  and  Home  to  support  its  cause. 
But  independent  of  these  considerations,  I  have  never 
interfered  in  any  Civil  appointments,  and  1  only  wait 
(and  with  anxious  impatience)  the  arrival  of  the  defini- 
tive  treaty,  that  I  may  take  leave  of  my  Military  Em- 
ployments and  by  bidding  adieu  to  Public  life,  for- 
ever enjoy  in  the  shades  of  retirement  that  ease  and 
tranquillity  to  which,  for  more  than  eight  years,  1 
have  been  an  entire  stranger,  and  for  which,  a  mind 
which  has  been  constantly  on  the  stretch  during  that 
period,  and  perplexed  with  a  thousand  embarrassing 
circumstances,  often  times  without  a  ray  of  light  to 
guide  it,  stands  much  in  need. 
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Gratitude  to  a  nation  to  whom  I  think  America 
owes  much  and  an  ardent  desire  to  see  the  country 
and  customs  of  the  French  People,  arc  strong  induce- 
ments to  make  a  visit  to  France;  but  a  consideration 
more  powerful  than  these  will,  I  dare  say.  be  an  in- 
superable Bar  to  such  a  tour.  An  impaired  fortune 
(much  injured  by  this  contest,)  must  turn  me  into 
those  walks  of  retirement,  where  perhaps,  the  con- 
sciousness of  having  discharged  to  the  best  of  my  abil- 
ities the  great  trust  reposed  in  me  and  the  duly  I  owed 
my  country  must  supply  the  place  of  other  gratifica- 
tions, and  may  perhaps  afforil  as  rational  and  substan* 
lial  entertainment  as  the  gayer  scenes  of  a  more  en* 
larged  theuitre. 

I  shall  always  be  happy  to  see  you  at  Mt.  Vernon. 
Mrs.  Washington,  who  enjoys  hut  a  very  moderate 
share  of  health,  unites  in  best  wishes  for  your  hcaJth 
and  prosperity.     With.  Dr.  Sir,  &c' 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT  OP   CONGRESS. 

HBAD.QuAkr8HS,  r4  Augutt,  1763. 

Sir, 

By  the  last  post  I  was  honored  with  your  Excel- 
lency's favor  of  the  ist  instant,  enclosing  the  resolve 
of  Congress  directing  my  attendance  at  Princeton. 

Notwithstanding  my  horses  had  arrived  but  a  day 

'  Ainong  olhcrw  who  louk  Ihis  0|>|>urlunily  of  iccallinc  themselves  to  W&)1|. 
inKlon  WRM  a  Major  Kttb,  an  ofliccT  in  Ihe  BritiKh  ttmy.  Wiihington  tcplied 
on  July  totli  -  "  Vou  profcHHot  taboapiineg7n»l,whll«ymiir«  Iw^tovring  the 
moH  cutltcd  praiie  :  but,  comptimcDti  afiart,  I  tcccived  your  vciy  poliW  IctCcr 
(rf  the  asUi  of  March  with  much  pleasure.  Jl  retiUlttI  10  1117  remcmbninve 
«ome  of  the  pleuing  occurrence*  of  my  pa»l  life,  and  reminded  me  of  ihe 
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or  two  before,  and  were  much  fatigued,  1  should  have 
set  out  immediately,  had  it  not  been  for  the  indisposition 
of  Mrs.  Washington,  who.  during  my  absence,  had  been 
seized  with  a  fever,  had  a  return  of  it  since,  and  is 
now  in  a  very  weak  and  low  state.  This  circumstance, 
together  with  a  desire  of  packing  my  papers  and 
making  arrangements  for  a  final  remove,  (being 
uncertain  of  the  objects  Congress  have  in  \'iew, 
by  my  attendance,  or  how  long  I  may  be  detained  at 
Princeton.)  will,  I  hope,  avail  as  an  excuse  for  my 
delay. 

I  propose  to  set  out  on  Monday  next,  provided 
Mrs.  Washington's  health  will  admit,  or  1  should  not 
have  any  thing  from  Congress  in  the  mean  time,  to 
prevent  the  execution  of  my  intentions,     i  am,  &c.' 

acquaintance*  I  hail  formed  in  rt  ;  (or  whom,  thongh  iFparated  bylinicduUliCC, 
nnd  poliil(4il  >ca[rRicnts.  I  reuia  thcMimr  fijcndship. 

"  I  w»i  op|id«cd  [o  ihe  policy  o(  (ireal  Briikin,  tad  b«cinte  »n  «ii«in)  in  her 
lucuiiurc-  .  but  I  *l*i'kyi  iliAUofuiiiticil  briwctii  a  cause  ajid  iDilividuals  \  ■nd. 
u-hilc  lh«  Ullcr  Kuiiiinrlol  ilieir  npinioni  upon  ttbeiml  xnd  generoiiii  ground^ 
p«Tson.tl]y  [  never  could  br  an  «tieny  to  Hieni." 

'  Read  in  Cnngitst,  Augu»i  asd. 

AfviN  ihi  Orderiy  Boot. — "  ThcComiRander-in-chlrl'.  liarin|-  been  tequcMed 
by  ConRi«M  lo  gk<rc  hi*  attendance  at  l^nccton.  propoM^  lo  lel  oal  for  tlwt 
place  i[>-[num>w  :  but  )ic  cxiKCts  lo  bavc  ihc  plcasutc  of  sccinjc  the  amnr  aeain 
hefatclic  rctim  lofirivale  life.  I>uring  htn absence,  MajnT'OencraJ  Knox  iriD 
retain  the  cuiiimaikil  u(  the  Iioops,  and  all  reporU  an  to  be  made  lo  him  accord* 
ingly." — AiiguKi  17th. 

Thiaiatlie  lait  record  entered  in  the  Orderly  Hook.  UcnenJ  Waihington 
arrived  il  Prtnceion,  and  had  a  formal  public  audicnceof  Congress  ou  ibe  a6ih 
of  Augiul. 

In  a  tetter  daietl  17  AuguM,  17B3,  Carlrlon  informed  lh«  Prtudenl  of  Con- 
(■reu  of  the  laic  arrival  of  the  June  pncket,  bringing  him  private  onlcri  for  Ihc 
evacuation  of  Ncu  Vork.anrl  thalthere  should  be  no  delay  "  as  far  at  li  depends 
iipoa  mc  in  fal£Uing  hii  Mnjcily'*  command*."  lie  alto  ckprc»rdn  wiib  thai 
the  violence  sbowm  against  Ihc  loyalists  mi|[hl  abiic,  bj>  lie  t>uut<i  (eel  In  hunor 
InMind  lA  extend  lo  Ihftm  tnch  proledion  ai  their  loyally  ilomaoded,  noluiilw 
slanding  Us  ordcra. 
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ADDRESS   TO    THK    PRESIDENT    AND    MEMBERS   OF 
CONOR  KSS.' 

PRIXCKTON,  36  AugUit,  1783. 

Mr.  Prisidknt, 

I  am  too  HCQsiblc  of  the  honorablt  reception  1  Save  now  ex- 
|M;nence<l,  not  to  be  peneiratetl  with  the  deepest  feelings  of 
gratitude. 

NotwithsUnding  Congress  appear  to  estimate  the  value  of  my 
life  beyond  any  s.ervices  I  have  been  able  to  render  the  United 
States,  yet  I  must  be  pennitted  to  consider  the  wisdom,  and  una- 
nimily  of  our  nntional  councils,  the  firmness  of  our  citii:cn!i.  and 
the  patience  and  bravery  of  our  troops,  which  have  produced 
so  bappy  A  termination  of  the  war,  as  the  most  conspicuous  effect 
of  the  Dinne  inleipositton,  and  the  surest  presage  of  our  future 
happiness. 

Highly  gratified  by  the  favorable  sentiments,  which  Congress 
are  pleased  to  express  of  my  past  conduct,  and  amply  rewarded 
by  the  confidence  and  alfection  of  my  fellow  citizens,  I  cannot 

'  When  Ceneral  Wvhington  entered  the  hall  of  Cougrni;,  he  wat  otictidcd 
Mud  inlrodaced  by  twu  (nemben,  and  tlic  fallowini:  AdJrtu  fiv  whkh  the  above 
WIS  a  reply)  <viw  ni.-i(lc  to  liim  bj  ihc  rrrtidciit.  V.\\a\  Rnudinni 

"Conjjr^ts  f(el  «  panicuUi  pleaiur*  in  beeiog  your  Excellency,  ind  In  cun- 
gmtulaiJDg  you  oil  the  idcccm  ni  a  war,  in  whicli  you  have  acted ik)  conspicaoitb 
■  pui. 

**Tl  hu  liecn  the  particular  happincu  at  Ihc  Untt«il  !iUI^,  (hal,  (luring a  w*r 
Ml  tung,  sodangerDita,  and  »o  impattant,  PrnviHencchm  bcengncion^y  plea-ird 
to  preBprra  th«  life  nf  a  gfucrot,  who  ban  Ri«niMl  and  pi3«i«SKpd  the  anintcr- 
raptcd  conGdcncc  tLiid  aficction  of  liU  fellow  citiieoa.  In  olhci  nationr,  oiony 
have  per (ormei:!  emineiil  services,  for  wliicfa  tbcy  bavc  dcMrrvcd  ihc  ihaiiko  of 
the  pvblic.  Hut  to  yoo,  Sir,  pcooliar  praJt«  it  do«.  Voiir  Mr>ices  have  l>*«n 
Mbcntial  in  acquirimt;  and  eiiabliibini;  the  frcetlotn  and  iiidqiendencc  of  yuui 
country.  They  dcrer^-c  ihc  ^;ilefiil  ncknotrlcdgmentt  o[  a  fire  aiul  indcpen* 
dent  nalioD.  Thuve  acknowlnli^enttCongmc  have  Ibe  salit  fact  ion  o(  wpreaa- 
ing  to  your  Kxcellcncy. 

"  HfMtiliiies  have  now  craard :  but  your  country  iiill  d««1i  your  ien>icek. 
She  wishet  to  avail  bcrtclf  «l  your  lalenti  in  forming  the  arrangemento,  that 
will  be  BcccoMr^  fof  her  security  in  the  time  o(  peace.  For  Ihb  rtOMn  yoni 
attendance  at  Congreu  ha«  been  re^nexled.  A  commiilc*  ik  ap|ioittt«d  to 
confer  with  your  E^toellenn',  and  li>  receive  your  ouiitancc  in  ]jrcpating  and 
difettiBg  idam  relative  to  ituMC  imporunt  objeciit," 


hesitate  to  contribute  my  best  endeavors  towards  the  establish* 
ment  of  the  national  security,  in  whatever  manner  the  sovereign 
power  may  think  proper  to  direct,  until  the  ratification  nf  the 
definitive  treaty  of  peace,  or  the  ^nal  evacuation  of  our  country 
by  the  British  forces;  after  either  of  which  events,  I  shall  ask 
permission  to  retire  to  the  peaceful  shades  of  private  life. 

Perhaps,  Sir,  no  oecasion  may  offer  more  suitable  than  the 
present,  to  express  my  humble  thanks  to  God,  and  my  grateful 
acknowledgments  to  my  country,  for  the  great  and  uniform  sup- 
port I  have  received  in  every  vicissttude  of  foituoc,  and  for  the 
many  distinguished  honors,  which  Congress  have  been  pieced  to 
confer  upon  me  in  the  course  of  the  war. 


TO   LIEUTENANT-COLONEL   WILLIAM   S.   SMITH. 

KocKV  IIlix,  jt  Augnst.  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  (avor  of  the  26th,  and  am  much  ob- 
liged by  your  attention  in  procuring  the  articles  1  had 
requested.  I  am  also  j^lad  to  find  there  is  at  length  a 
prospect,  that  the  British  will  in  reality  soon  take  their 
departure  from  the  United  States. 

Whatever  my  private  sentiments  as  an  individual 
may  be  respecting  the  violent  policy,  which  seems  in 
some  instances  to  be  adopted,  it  is  not  for  us.  as  mili- 
tary characters,  to  dictate  a  different  tine  of  conduct. 
But  1  should  suppose  the  encouragement  you  have 
given  to  those  British  and  foreign  soldiers,  who  have 
been  discharged,  that  they  would  be  permitted  to  re- 
main in  the  country,  was  very  unexceptionable  and 
proper.  The  same  indulgence,  however,  cannot  be 
extended  to  such  natives  of  the  country  as  have  served] 
in  their  new  corps,  without  the  particular  interference 
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of  the  States  to  which  they  belong.  And  I  thing  if 
necessary  you  should  be  advised,  that  granting  pass- 
ports to  citizens,  of  any  description,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  protection  in  coming  from  New  York  into  the 
country,  may  not  only  be  considered  as  an  assumption 
beyond  the  limits  of  any  commission,  which  has  been 
derived  from  Congress,  but  will  probably  be  produc- 
tive of  altercations  with  the  civil  powers,  and  at  the 
same  time  involve  us  in  very  disagreeable  consequen- 
ces in  many  other  respects.  1  am,  dear  sir,  with  very 
great  esteem  yours,  &c.' 


TO    MRS.    RICHARD    STOCKTON.' 

Rocky  Hill,  a  September,  17S3. 

You  apply  to  me,  my  dear  Madam,  for  absolution 
as  tho'  I  was  your  father  Confessor ;  and  as  tho'  you 
had  committed  a  crime,  great  in  itself,  yet  of  the  venial 
class.  You  have  reason  good — for  1  find  myself  strange- 
ly disposed  to  be  a  very  indulgent  ghostly  adviser  on 
this  occasion  ;  and,  notwithstanding  "you  are  the  most 
offending  Soul  alive  "  (that  is,  if  it  is  a  crime  to  write 

'  ll  wM  the  opinion  «(  Colonel  Smitb  Itwt  Uick  w«re  nol  le»  than  fifteen 
thoBwnil  penons  in  Nevr  York  w^ia  wished  (o  remain,  and  ttttt  not  L'on»dDu» 
of  iniF  other  crim«thAn  that  of  rrsiiling  within  thr  British  linM.  hut  who  wnuli) 
be  driven  from  Ihe  counliy  i(  rigid  law»  we/c  put  in  execution  agaiiut  them  ; 
"  in  cunicqiicnce  uf  which."  »i(l  lie.  ' '  upon  the  cvnnution  wc  ihhll  lind  k  city 
dcHtiluie  ofiithftbitnntt.  »nd  ietilemenT*  ni»de  in  ourfrontienby  apeople.  who 
(their  mind*  tieinc  'nuurcil  by  lUc  severity  of  iheir  trcalntcni,)  will  prove  tnublo- 
Kimc  ncighhon.  and  pcrha|i\  lajr  Ihe  founcUtiun  of  future  contests,  wrhicli  I 
nippese  it  would  be  for  Ihc  intcreil  of  our  country  to  avoid." 

*  Mre.  Stockton  wat  Annis  Boudinot,  a  sister  of  £lia.i  Boudinot,  .-in<l  wife  of 
Richard  Slockton.  of  Nevr  Jeney.  Sh«  wa6  the  writer  of  the  fctanias  tuiig  by 
tJie  Itulie*  of  Treiiloii  wliiii  Wiishington  putcd  through  that  place  or  hi*  journey 
to  New  York,  to  beinBujciinted  Prcsidcnl. 
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elegant  Poetrj*.)  yet  if  you  will  come  and  dine  with  me 
on  Thursday,  and  go  thro'  the  proper  course  of  peni- 
tence which  shall  be  prescribed,  I  will  strive  hard  to 
assist  you  in  expiating  these  poetical  trespasses  on  this 
side  of  purgatory.  Nay  more,  if  it  rests  with  me  to 
direct  your  future  lucubrations,  1  shall  certainly  urge 
you  to  a  repetition  of  the  same  conduct,  on  purpose 
to  shew  what  an  admirable  knack  you  have  at  con- 
fession and  reformation  ;  and  so  without  more  hesita- 
tion. I  shall  venture  to  command  the  muse,  not  to  be 
restrained  by  ill-grounded  timidity,  but  to  go  on  and 
prosper. — You  see.  Madam,  when  once  the  woman 
has  tempted  us,  and  we  have  tasted  the  forbidden  fruit, 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  checking  our  appetites,  what- 
ever the  consequences  may  be.  You  will,  I  dare  say, 
recognize  our  being  the  genuine  Descendents  of  those 
who  are  reputed  to  be  our  great  Progenitors. 

Before  I  come  to  the  more  serious  conclusion  of  my 
l-etter — I  must  beg  leave  to  say  a  word  or  two  about 
these  fine  things  you  have  seen  telling  in  such  harmo- 
nious and  beautiful  numbers.  Fiction  is  to  be  sure 
the  very  life  and  Soul  of  Poetry — all  Poets  and  Poet- 
esses have  been  indulged  in  the  free  and  indisputable 
use  of  it.  time  out  of  mind.  And  to  oblige  you  to  make 
such  an  excellent  Poem  on  such  a  subject,  without  any 
materials  but  those  of  simple  reality,  would  be  as  cruel 
as  the  Edict  of  Pharoah  which  compelled  the  children 
of  Israel  to  manufacture  Bricks  without  the  necessary 
Ingredients. 

Thus  are  you  sheltered  under  the  authority  of  pre- 
scription, and  I  will  not  dare  to  charge  you  with  an 
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intentional  breach  of  the  Rules  of  the  decalogue  in  giv- 
ing so  bright  a  colonng  to  the  services  I  have  been 
enabled  to  render  my  Counlrj- ;  tho'  I  am  not  conscious 
of  deserving  any  thing  more  at  your  hands,  than  what 
the  purest  and  most  disinterested  friendship  has  a  right 
to  claim  ;  actuated  by  which,  you  will  permit  me,  to 
thank  you  in  the  most  affectionate  manner  for  the  kind 
wishes  you  have  so  happily  expressed  for  me  and  the 
partner  of  all  my  Domestic  enjoyments*— Be  assured 
we  can  never  forget  our  friend  at  Merven  ;  and  thai  I 
am,  my  dear  Madam,  with  everj^  sentiment  &c. 


TO  JAMES  DUANE,  IN  CONGRESS. 

RocKV  HtLL,  7  Sepcenher,  1703. 

Sir. 

I  have  carefully  perused  the  papers,  which  you  put 
into  my  hands,  relative  to  Indian  affairs.  My  Senti- 
ments, with  respect  to  the  proper  line  of  conduct  to 
be  observed  towards  these  people,  coincide  precisely 
with  those  delivered  by  Genl.  Schuyler,  so  far  as  he 
has  gone,  in  his  Letter  of  the  29th  July  to  Congress 
(which,  with  the  other  Papers,  is  herewith  returned), 
and  for  the  reasons  he  has  there  assigned  ;  a  repetition 
of  them  therefore  by  me  would  be  unnecessary. 
But,  independent  of  the  arguments  made  use  of  by 
him,  the  following  considerations  have  no  small 
weight  in  my  mind. 

To  suffer  a  wide-extended  Country  to  be  over- 
run with  Land  Jobbers,  speculators,  and  monopoliz- 
ers, or  even  with  scattered  settlers,  is  in  my  opinion 
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inconsistent  with  that  wisdom  and  policy,  which  our 
true  interest  dictates,  or  that  an  enlightened  people 
ought  to  adopt ;  and.  besides,  is  pregnant  of  disputes 
both  with  the  Savages  and  among  ourselves,  the  evils 
of  which  are  easier  to  be  conceived  than  described. 
And  for  what,  but  to  aggrandize  a  few  avaricious 
men,  to  the  prejudice  of  many  and  the  embarrass- 
ment of  Government  ?  For  the  People  engaged  in 
these  pursuits,  without  contributing  in  the  smallest 
degree  to  the  support  of  Government,  or  consider- 
ing themselves  as  amenable  to  its  Laws,  will  involve 
it,  by  their  unrestrained  conduct,  in  inextricable  per- 
plexities, and  more  than  probably  in  a  great  deal  of 
bloodshed. 

My  ideas,  therefore,  of  the  line  of  conduct  proper 
to  be  observed,  not  only  towards  the  Indians,  but  for 
the  government  of  the  Citizens  of  America,  in  their 
Settlement  of  the  Western  Country,  (which  is  inti- 
mately connected  therewith,)  are  simply  these. 

First,  and  as  a  preliminary,  that  all  prisoners,  of 
whatever  age  or  sex,  among  the  Indians,  shall  be  de- 
livered up. 

That  the  Indians  should  be  informed,  that  after  a 
Contest  of  eight  years  for  the  Sovercignt)'  of  this 
Country,  Great  Britain  has  ceded  all  the  lands  to  the 
United  States  within  the  limits  described  by  the — arti- 
cle of  the  provisional  treaty. 

That  as  they  (the  Indians),  maugre  all  the  advice 

^and  admonition   which  could  be  given  them  at  the 

commencement  and  during  the  prosecution  of  the  war, 

could  not  be  restrained  from  acts  of  hostility,  but  were 
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determined  to  join  their  arms  to  those  of  G.  Britain 
and  to  share  their  fortunes,  so  consequently,  with  a 
less  generous  people  than  Americans,  they  would  be 
made  to  share  the  same  fate,  and  be  compelled  to  re- 
tire along  with  them  beyond  the  Lakes.  But,  as  we 
prefer  Peace  to  a  state  of  Warfare ;  as  we  consider 
them  as  a  deluded  People  ;  as  we  persuade  ourselves 
that  they  arc  convinced,  from  experience,  of  their  er- 
ror in  taking  up  the  Hatchet  against  us,  and  that  their 
true  Interest  and  safety  must  now  depend  upon  our 
friendship  ;  as  the  Country  is  large  enough  to  contain 
us  all ;  and  as  we  are  disposed  to  be  kind  to  them  and 
to  partake  of  their  Trade,  we  will,  from  these  consid- 
erations and  from  motives  of  compassion,  draw  a  veil 
over  what  is  past,  and  establish  a  boundary  line  be- 
tween them  and  us,  beyond  which  we  will  endeavor  to 
restrain  our  People  from  Hunting  or  Settling,  and 
within  which  they  shall  not  come  but  for  the  purposes 
of  Trading.  Treating,  or  other  business  unexception- 
able in  its  nature. 

In  establishing  this  line,  in  the  first  instance,  care 
should  be  taken  neither  to  yield  nor  to  grasp  at  too 
much  ;  but  to  endeavor  to  impress  the  Indians  with 
an  idea  of  the  generosity  of  our  disposition  to  accom- 
modate them,  and  with  the  necessity  we  arc  under, 
of  providing  for  our  warriors,  our  Young  People  who 
are  growing  up.  and  strangers  who  are  coming  from 
other  Countries  to  live  among  us,  and  if  they  should 
make  a  point  of  it,  or  appear  dissatisfied  with  the  line 
we  may  find  it  necessary  to  establish,  compensation 
should  be  made  them  for  their  claimii  within  it. 


•o 


jofi 


THE  WR/TINGS  OF 


t'7»3 


It  is  needless  for  me  to  express  more  explicitly,  be- 
cause the  tendency  of  my  observns.  evinces  it  is  my 
opinion,  that,  if  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
York  should  insist  upon  expelling  the  Six  Nations 
from  all  the  Country*  they  Inhabited  previous  to  the 
war,  within  their  Territory,  (as  General  Schuyler 
seems  to  be  apprehensive  of,)  it  will  end  in  another 
Indian  war.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  from  my 
inquiries,  and  the  information  I  have  received,  that 
ihey  will  not  suffer  their  Country  (if  it  were  our  policy 
to  take  it  before  we  could  settle  it)  to  be  wrested  from 
them  without  another  struggle.  That  they  would  com- 
promise for  a  part  of  it,  I  have  very  little  doubt ;  and 
that  it  would  be  the  cheapest  way  of  coming  at  it,  I 
have  no  doubt  at  all.  The  same  observations,  I  am 
persuaded,  will  hold  good  with  respect  to  Virginia,  or 
any  other  State,  which  has  powerful  tribes  of  Indians 
on  their  Frontiers  ;  and  the  reason  of  my  mentioning 
New  York  Is  because  General  Schuyler  has  expressed 
his  opinion  of  the  temper  of  its  Legislature,  and  be- 
cause I  have  been  more  in  the  way  of  learning  the 
sentimts.  of  the  Six  Nations  than  of  any  other  Tribes 
of  Indians  on  this  Subject. 

The  limits  being  sufficiently  extensive,  in  the  new 
dry.,  to  comply  with  all  the  engagements  of  govern- 
ment, and  to  admit  such  emigrations  as  may  be  sup* 
posed  to  happen  within  a  given  time,  not  only  from 
the  several  States  of  the  Union  but  from  Foreign 
Countries,  and,  moreover,  of  such  magnitude  as  to 
form  a  distinct  and  proper  government ;  a  Proclama- 
tion, in  my  opinion,  should  issue,  making  it  Felony 
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(if  there  is  power  for  the  purpose,  if  not,  imposing 
some  very  hea\'y  restraint)  for  any  person  to  Survey 
or  Settle  beyond  the  Line;  and  the  Officers  command- 
ing the  Frontier  Garrisons  should  have  pointed  and 
peremptory  orders  to  see  that  the  Proclamation  is 
carried  into  effect. 

Measures  of  this  sort  would  not  only  obtain  Peace 
from  the  Indians,  but  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  the 
means  of  preserving  it.  1 1  would  dispose  of  the  Land 
to  the  best  advantage,  People  the  Country  progres- 
sively ,and  check  land  jobbing  and  monopolizing, 
which  are  now  going  forward  with  great  avidity,  while 
the  door  would  be  open  and  terms  known  for  every 
one  to  obtain  what  is  reasonable  and  proper  for  him* 
self,  upon  legal  and  constitutional  ground. 

Every  advantage,  that  could  be  expected  or  even 
wished  for,  would  result  from  such  a  mode  of  proced- 
ure, Our  settlements  would  be  compact,  government 
well  established,  and  our  barrier  formidable,  not  only 
for  ourselves  but  against  our  neighs.  ;  and  the  Indians, 
as  has  been  observed  in  Gcnl.  Schuyler's  letter,  will 
ever  retreat  as  our  settlements  advance  upon  them, 
and  they  will  be  as  ready  to  sell,  as  we  are  to  buy. 
That  it  is  the  cheapest,  as  well  as  the  least  distressing 
way  of  dealing  with  them,  none,  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  an  Indian  warfare,  and  has  ever 
been  at  the  trouble  of  estimating  the  expense  of  one, 
and  comparing  it  with  the  cost  of  purchasing  their 
Lands,  will  hesitate  to  acknowledge. 

Unless  some  such  measures,  as  I  have  here  taken 
the  liberty  of  suggesting,  are  speedily  adopted,  one  of 
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two  capital  evils,  in  my  opinion,  will  inevitably  result, 
and  is  near  at  hand  ;  either  that  the  settling,  or  rather 
overspreading,  of  the  western  Country  will  take  place 
by  a  parcel  of  Banditti,  who  will  bid  defiance  to  all 
authority,  while  they  are  skimming  and  disposing  of 
the  Cream  of  the  Country  at  the  expense  of  many 
suffering  officers  and  soldiers,  who  have  fought  and 
bled  to  obtain  it,  and  are  now  waiting  the  decision  of 
Congress  to  point  them  to  the  promised  reward  of 
their  past  dangers  and  toils ;  or  a  renewal  of  Hostili- 
ties with  the  Indians,  brought  about  more  than  proba- 
biy  by  this  very  means.    -^ 

How  far  agents  for  Indian  affrs.  are  Indispensably 
necessary,  I  shall  not  take  upon  me  to  decide ;  but,  if 
any  should  be  appointed,  their  powers  should  be  cir- 
cumscribed,  accurately  defined,  and  themselves  rigidly 
punished  for  every  infraction  wf  them.  A  recurrence 
to  the  conduct  of  these  people,  under  the  nritlsh  ad- 
ministration of  Indian  affairs,  will  manifest  the  pro- 
priety of  this  caution,  as  it  will  be  there  found  that 
self-interest  was  the  principle  by  which  their  agents 
was  actuated  ;  and  to  promote  this  by  accumulating 
Lands  and  passing  large  quantities  of  goods  thro' 
their  hands,  the  Indians  were  made  to  speak  any  lan- 
guage they  pleased  by  their  representation,  and  were 
pacific  or  hostile  as  their  purposes  were  most  likely  to 
be  promoted  by  the  one  or  the  other.  No  purchase 
under  any  pretence  whatever  should  be  made  by  any 
other  authority  than  that  of  the  sovereign  power,  or 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  such  Lands  may 
happen  to  be  ;  nor  should  the  agents  be  permitted  di* 
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rectly  or  indirectly  to  trade,  but  to  have  a  fixed  and 
ample  Salary  allowed  them,  as  a  full  compensation 
for  their  trouble. 

Whether  in  practice  the  measure  may  answer  as 
well  as  it  appears  in  theor>'  to  me,  1  will  not  undertake 
to  say:  but  I  think,  if  the  Indian  Trade  was  carried 
on,  on  government  accl.  and  with  no  greater  advance 
than  what  would  be  necessarj'  to  defray  the  expense 
and  risk,  and  bring  in  a  small  profit,  that  it  would  sup- 
ply the  Indians  upon  much  easier  terms  than  they 
usually  are,  engross  their  Trade,  and  fix  them  strongly 
in  our  Interest,  and  would  be  a  much  better  mode  of 
treating  them,  than  that  of  giving  presents,  where  a 
few  only  are  benefited  by  them.  1  confess  there  is  a 
difficulty  in  getting  a  man.  or  set  of  men.  in  whose 
abilities  and  integrity  there  can  be  a  perfect  reliance, 
without  which  the  scheme  is  liable  to  such  abuse  as 
to  defeat  the  salutary  ends,  which  arc  proposed  from 
it  At  any  rate,  no  person  should  be  suffered  to  Trade 
with  the  Indians  without  first  obtaining  a  license,  and 
giving  security  to  conform  to  such  Rules  and  Regula- 
tions as  shall  be  prescribed,  as  was  the  case  before 
the  war. 

In  giving  my  sentiments  in  the  month  of  May  last 
(at  the  request  of  a  Committee  of  Congress)  on  a 
Peace  Establishmt.,  1  took  the  liberty  of  suggesting  the 
propriety,  which  in  my  opinion  there  appeared,  of  pay- 
ing particular  attention  to  the  French  and  other  set- 
tlers at  Detroit  and  other  parts  within  the  limits  of 
the  w^estern  Country.  'I'he  perusal  of  a  late  pamphlet, 
entitled    "Observations  on    the    Commerce  of    the 


American  States  with  Europe  and  the  West  Indies," 
impresses  the  necessity  of  it  more  forcibly  then  ever  on 
my  mind.  The  author  of  that  Piece  strongly  recom- 
mends a  liberal  change  in  the  government  of  Canada ; 
and,  tho'  he  is  too  sanguine  in  his  expectations  of  the 
benefits  arising  from  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
good  policy  of  the  measure.  It  behoves  us,  therefore, 
to  counteract  them  by  anticipation.  These  People 
have  a  disposition  towards  us  susceptible  of  favorable 
impressions  ;  but,  as  no  arts  will  be  left  unattempted 
by  the  B.  to  withdraw  them  from  our  Interest,  the 
prest,  moment  should  be  employed  by  us  lo  fix  them 
in  it,  or  we  may  lose  them  for  ever,  and  with  them  the 
advantages  or  disadvantages  consequent  of  the  choice 
they  may  make.  From  the  best  information  and 
maps  of  that  Country  it  would  appear,  that  the  terri- 
tory from  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami  River,  wch. 
empties  into  the  Ohio,  to  Its  confluence  with  the  Mad 
River,  thence  by  a  Line  to  the  Miami  fort  and  Vil- 
lage on  the  other  Miami  River,  wch.  empties  into 
Lake  Erie,  and  Thence  by  a  Line  to  include  the  Set- 
tlement of  Detroit,  would,  with  Lake  Erie  to  the 
Howard.  Pensa.  to  the  Eastwd.,  and  the  Ohio  to  the  so- 
ward,  form  agovemmi.  sufficiently  extensive  to  fulfil 
all  the  public  engagements,  and  to  receive  moreover 
a  large  population  by  Emigrants  ;  and  to  confine  the 
Settlement  of  the  new  State  within  these  bounds 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  infinitely  better,  even  sup- 
posing no  disputes  were  to  happen  with  the  Indians, 
and  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  guard  against  these 
other  evils  which  have  been  enumerated,  than  to  suf- 
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fer  the  same  number  of  People  to  roam  over  a  Coun- 
try of  at  least  500,000  Square  miles,  contributing 
nothing  to  the  support,  but  much  perhaps  to  the  em- 
barrassment, of  the  Federal  Government. 

Was  it  not  for  the  purpose  of  comprehending  the 
Settlement  of  Detroit  within  the  Jurisdn.  of  the  new 
Governmt,  a  more  compact  and  better  shaped  district 
for  a  State  would  be,  for  the  line  to  proceed  from  the 
Miami  Fort  and  Village  along  the  River  of  that  name 
to  Lake  Erie ;  leaving  In  that  case  the  settlement  of 
Detroit,  and  all  the  Territory  no.  of  the  Rivers  Miami 
and  St.  Joseph's  between  the  Lakes  Eric.  St.  Clair, 
Huron,  and  Michigan,  to  form  hereafter  another  State 
equally  large,  compact,  and  water-bounded. 

At  first  view  it  may  seem  a  little  extraneous,  when 
1  am  called  upon  to  give  an  opinion  upon  the  terms 
of  a  Peace  proper  to  be  made  with  the  Indians,  that  I 
should  go  into  the  formation  of  New  States.  But  the 
Settlemt.  of  the  Western  Country,  and  making  a  Peace 
with  the  Indians,  are  so  analogous,  that  there  can  be 
no  definition  of  the  one,  without  involving  considera- 
tions of  the  other ;  for,  1  repeat  it  again,  and  I  am 
clear  in  my  opinion,  that  policy  and  ccconomy  point 
very  strongly  to  the  expediency  of  being  upon  good 
terms  with  the  Indians,  and  the  propriety  of  purchasing 
their  Lands  in  preference  to  attempting  to  drive  them 
by  force  of  arms  out  of  their  Country  ;  which,  as  we 
have  already  experienced.  Is  like  driving  the  wild 
Beasts  of  ye  forest,  which  will  return  as  soon  as  the 
pursuit  is  at  an  end.  and  fall  perhaps  upon  those  that 
are   left   there  ;  when  the  gradual  extension  of  our 
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settlements  will  as  certainly  cause  the  savage,  as  the 
wolf,  to  retire ;  both  being  beasts  of  prey,  tho"  they 
differ  in  shape.  In  a  word,  there  is  nothing  to  be  ob- 
tained by  an  Indian  war,  but  the  soil  they  live  on,  and 
this  can  be  had  by  purchase  at  less  expense,  and  with- 
out that  bloodshed  and  those  distresses,  which  helpless 
women  and  children  are  made  partakers  of  in  all  kinds 
of  disputes  with  them. 

If  there  is  any  thing  In  these  thoughts,  (which  I  have 
fully  and  freely  communicated.)  worthy  of  attention. 
I  shall  be  happy,  and  am,  Sir,  yotir  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant. 

P.  S.  A  formal  Address  and  Memorial  from  the 
Oneita  Indians  when  I  was  on  the  Mohawk  River,  set- 
ting forth  their  Grievances  and  distresses  and  praying 
relief,  induced  me  to  order  a  pound  of  Powder  and  3 
pounds  of  Lead  to  be  issued  to  each  man  from  the 
Military  Magazines  in  the  care  of  Colo.  Willett — This 
I  presume  was  unknown  toGenl.  Schuyler  at  the  time 
he  recommended  the  like  measure  in  his  Letter  to 
Congress. 


OBSIkRVATIONS    UPON    A   PBACE    ESTABLISHMENT. 

^  RocKv  Hiix,  «  September.  1783. 

Upon  1  careful  examioation  ofih^  Report  delivered  10 Congress 
the  17th  of  June,  by  thie  ComraiHec  on  the  IVace  Arrangement, 
the  following  remarks  have  occurred. 

NotwtthManding  there  ma/  not  be  any  very  cMicntial  difference 
between  the  proposed  Plan  for  a  standing  Force  row  under  con- 
Kidemiion,  nnd  the  Sketches  which  were  given  10  my  Memorislof 
the  ist  of  May;  yet  it  is  my  wish  to  make  known  the  Motives 
which  induced  me  lo  offer  my  former  opinions,  together  with  the 


reaions  which  now  lead  mc  to  differ  in  judgmenr  from  the  Cotn- 
niiucc  in  some  instances  respecting  tlie  Peace  Arrangement,  ftod 
to  alter  my  sentiments  on  other  points  in  consequence  of  new 
tnromiationii  which  have  bcea  produced  by  further  discussion. 

The  principal  reasons  for  my  proposing  that  the  Pay  and  Sub- 
sistence of  the  Oificetfi  tihould  remain  the  SAine  as  they  now  are 
(except  in  the  instances  specified)  were,  because,  that  compensa- 
tion had  generally  been  deemed  ndeqiiatc  and  not  too  high  ; — and 
because  we  had  found  by  experience  afrcr  many  changes  and 
alteratioDs,  the  present  allowance  to  be  better  proportioned  to  the 
diflferent  gradcft,  more  satisfactory  to  the  Officers  and  less  incon- 
venient to  the  Putilic  than  any  System  which  had  been  aiiempted. 
Nor  can  I  agree  with  the  Committee  thai  the  F.stablishment  re- 
ported by  them  is  moreccronomical  than  cither  of  ihc  Plans  which 
have  been  proposed,  since  the  number  of  Men  in  their  Establish- 
ment actually  to  be  raised,  exceeds  that  suggested  in  my  Memorial 
by  upwards  of  four  hundred-  And  the  encrease  of  Pay  in  con- 
sequence of  an  additional  number  of  Superior  OfTicera  io  the 
Corps  of  KnginccT^  will  more  than  Counterbalance  the  saving 
which  will  be  made  by  the  proposed  diminution  of  the  Pay  of  the 
regimental  Staff,  St  Subalterns.  And  yet  I  know  not  whether 
this  encrease  of  Expcncc  may  iiol  be  expedient  and  necessary — 
At  least  1  should  not  make  any  objection  to  the  augmentation  of 
the  number  of  Men  in  the  Infantry  Comp'ys  as  the  various  and 
dispersed  services,  to  which  they  will  be  destined,  may  probably 
require  more  than  I  had  taken  into  my  calculation.  And  the 
blending  the  Engineers  and  Anillerists  of  the  Army  in  one  Corps 
may  make  it  requisite  to  add  the  number  of  Officers  proposed  by 
the  Committee  ;  which  will  under  those  circumstances  justify  a 
departure  from  the  present  Artillery  Kstablishment  on  which  my 
Kstimate  was  founded.  And  here  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  sugjjesi 
the  expediency  of  restraining  all  officers  stationed  in  the  Indian 
Country  from  carrying  on.  directly  or  indirectly  any  Commerce  or 
Traffic  whatever  with  the  Nations, —  it  would  be  better  to  make  a 
pecuniary  compensation  for  any  extra  trouble  of  the  Commanding 
Officer,  in  giving  passes,  and  regulating  these  things  than  to  suffer 
so  pcrniciouB  s  custom  to  take  place. 
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Perhaps  it  is  rather  unimportant  in  what  manner  some  little 
nirerations  shall  be  decided,  as  for  instance,  whether  the  third 
Officer  of  a  Company  shall  be  called  a  Lieutenant  or  an  Ensign. 
provided  the  duties  and  emoluments  are  perfectly  defined  ;  but 
I  highly  approve  the  Scheme  of  having  Supernumeraries  ap- 
pointed to  (ill  the  Staff-Officers,  without  depriving  the  Companys 
of  iheir  full  proportion  of  OflScers. 

Tlic  same  reason  which  makei*  11  proper  to  have  iwoSergeant- 
Majors,  tS:c.  in  each  Rci^nicnt  of  Infantry,  will  also  make  it 
equally  necessary  to  have  two  Surgeon's  mate*. 

It  appears  to  me  in  case  the  Pay  of  the  Privates  shall  be 
established  at  two  Dullarti  per  Month,  that  a  considerable  Bounty 
will  be  required  to  inlist  them  ;  or  that  the  States  after  having 
their  quotas  apporlioacd  to  them  must  be  obliged  to  keep  their 
Complement  constantly  in  Service.  I  2tn  also  of  opinion  that  to 
the  annual  allowance  of  Clothing  per  Man  One  Blanket,  two  pair 
Woolen  Hose,  and  one  or  two  Shirts  should  be  added  ;  also  %  or 
10  match  Coats,  per  Company. 

Thv  rule  of  promotion  proposed  seems  unexceptionable  ;  but 
the  perpetual  confusion  which  must  ensue  from  promotions  being 
made  in  a  Corps  composed  of  Officers  and  Men  of  different 
Stales,  by  the  Authority  of  each  of  those  different  Suies, 
will  totally  destroy  all  regularity  in  our  Military  System — 
it  would  indeed  be  much  to  be  preferred  that  the  States 
coald  be  induced  to  transfer  this  right  to  Congress,  .^nd  possi- 
bly, upon  condition  of  confining  the  appointment  and  proportion 
«f  Officers  m  equal  proportions  to  the  particular  States  whose 
Troops  form  a  Regiment  the  right  might  be  yielded.  For  exam- 
ple, if  New  Hampshire  gives  two  Companys  and  Masstts.  Six, 
the  Officers  then  to  be  appointed  and  kept  in  service  from  those 
two  States  to  be  in  as  nearly  the  Ratio  of  1  to  6  as  possible  ;  the 
same,  if  another  Regiment  should  be  formed  by  the  States  of  R. 
Island,  Connect.,  New  York,  and  New  Jcncy.  &c.,  &c. 

On  the  Committee's  Report  respecting  Fortifications,  Arsenals 
and  Magazines,  MiliL-iry  Academies,  Founderies  and  Manufacto- 
ries, General  Siaff,  and  General  Hospital,  no  observntions  are 
necessary — except  that  if  it  U  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  the 
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csuhlishmenl  of  five  la&tead  of  thiee  Magazines,  is  neccssAry,  I 
shall  not  make  any  hesitation  in  yielding  to  their  sentiment.  I 
wish  not  to  be  too  tenacious  tho'  the  division  of  the  Continent 
into  three  districts  had  been  suggested,  in  addition  (o  the  reasons 
I  formerly  mentioned,  by  3  similar  distribution  which  Congress 
had  made  in  ihc  Article  of  promotion.  But  I  niiist  beg  leave  to 
remark  that  the  general  outlines  for  the  establishment  of  the  Na- 
tionfU  Militia  do  not  seem  to  me  to  be  so  well  calculated  to  answer 
the  object  in  view  as  could  be  wished.  Altho'  unacquainted  as 
I  am  with  the;  Militia  La.ws  of  the  several  Stales,  t  cannot  under- 
lalie  to  say  what  particular  regulation  should  be  adopted  for 
classing,  or  forming  the  great  Body  of  Citii-cns,  who  must  be 
bomc  on  the  Rolls  of  the  Militia,  and  for  obligiog  them  to  march 
for  the  public  defence  in  a  manner  least  inconvenient  and  moat 
effectual  ;  Yet  I  caniiol  but  thinlc  some  more  eligible  Plan  could 
be  devised.  And  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  the  Fcnsibtes,  FusU 
licrs, — or  Train  Bands  formed  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Cities  and 
Incorporated  Towns  will  not  afford  that  prompt  and  efficacious 
resistance  to  an  Knemy,  which  might  be  expected  from  regularly 
established  Light  Infantry  Companies,  or  a  general  selection  of 
the  ablest  Men  from  every  Regiment  or  Brigade  of  Militia  in  cither 
of  the  modes  I  had  formerly  the  honor  to  propose  ;  because  such 
an  Establisbmeiit  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  more  agreeable  to  the 
genius  of  our  Countrymen  ;  because  it  would  distribute  military 
knowledge  and  ambition  more  equally  and  extensively  ;  because 
it  would  on  these  accouni-s  prevent  Jealousies,  and  afford  the 
same  kind  of  protection  to  every  part  of  the  Union,  which  the 
Companys  designated  by  the  name  of  Minute  Men  did  at  the 
Commencement  of  the  late  war  ;  and  because,  the  number  being 
fixed  to  any  proportion  from  i  toVr  of  the  whole  Militia  ;  that 
number  of  disciplined  effective  men  may  always  be  relied  on  in  case 
of  a  war  as  an  effectual  Barrier  lo  stop  the  torrent  of  Hostility  : 
until  a  regular  and  permanent  force  could  be  levied, — And  in 
order  to  make  this  Corp)^  the  more  respectable,  I  should  heartily 
concur  in  giving  them  a  superiority  of  rank,  immunities  or  emol- 
uments over  the  rest  of  the  Militia. 


TO    GOVtKNOR    CLINTON. 

KocKV  Hill,  ii  September,  1713. 

Mv  DEAR  Sir. 

It  was  with  great  concern  1  licartl  of  your  indispo- 
sition. Later  accounts  say  you  were  on  the  recovery, 
and  nothing  would  give  me  more  pleasure,  than  the 
confirmation  of  it,  from  under  your  own  hand. 

I  am  not  able  to  ^ve  you  any  information  on  the 
point  you  requested  at  our  parting.  Congress  have 
come  to  no  determination  j-/-/,  respecting  a  Peace  E&. 
tablishment,  nor  am  I  able  to  say  when  they  will.  1 
have  lately  had  a  conference  with  a  committee  on  this 
subject,  and  have  reiterated  my  former  opinions,  but  it 
appears  to  mc.  that  there  is  not  a  sufficient  representa- 
tion to  discuss  Great  National  poinLs ;  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve there  will  be.  while  that  Honble.  Body  continue 
their  Sessions  at  this  place.  The  want  of  accommo- 
dation, added  to  a  disinclination  in  the  Soothern  Del- 
egates to  be  further  removed  than  they  formerly  were 
from  the  Centre  of  the  Empire,  and  an  aversion  in 
the  others  to  give  up  what  they  conceive  to  be  a  point 
gained  by  the  late  retreat  to  this  place,  keeps  matters 
in  an  awkward  situation,  10  the  very  great  interrup- 
tion of  national  concerns.  Seven  Slates,  it  seems, 
(by  the  articles  of  Confederation,^  must  agree,  before 
any  place  can  be  fixed  upon  for  the  seat  of  the  Fed- 
eral Governmc.  and  Seven  States,  it  is  said,  never  will 
agree  ;  consequently,  as  Congress  came  here,  here 
they  arc  to  remn.  to  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  majority 
and  a  great  let  lo  business,  having  none  of  the  Public 
offices  about  them,  nor  no  places  to  accommodate 
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them,  if  they  were  brought  up;  and  the  members. 
from  this  or  some  other  causes,  are  eternally  absent. 
Mrs.  Washington  has  had  a  severe  return  of  the  Colic 
since  she  came  to  this  place  but  is  now  as  well  as 
usual.  She  joins  me  very  cordially  in  best  wishes  for 
your  perfect  recovery  and  in  affectionate  Compliments 
to  Messrs.  Clinton,  Huntington.  Gerry  &  Duane. 
With  the  sincerest  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  &c.' 


TO    LUND    WASHINGTON. 
HoCKV  HlLt.  lo Seplemtwi.  1783. 

Dear  Lu.nd, 

Mrs.  Custis  has  never  suggested  in  any  of  her 
letters  to  Mrs,  Washington  (unless  ardent  wishes  for 
her  return,  that  she  might  then  disclose  it  to  her, 
can  be  so  construed)  the  most  distant  attachment  to 

'  "  I  have  IcArni  sincr  I  anic  10  this  place  (hil  yoii  nit  at  Borden  Town  ; 
whether  (or  the  mIc«  of  ntiremenl  er  occcnomy  I  know  noi,  be  tl  eilber^for 
b«()i— or  whAiever  it  tavf,  if  jou  witl  come  id  tliit  pUcc  nod  piitftke  of  my 
Boant.  1  ihall  be  exceeilinj^ly  happy  to  ice  yuu  m  it.  Voui  prcMnce  may 
remind  Conjuie**  of  vour  (wkl  i>ervic«e  to  thi«  Counirj,  anct  if  ii  is  in  my  power 
loimpren  them,  cotnmand  my  best  esenioiu  with  freedom,  a>  they  will  be 
rendered  che«rFu]ly  by  one  who  entorCflint  a  livrly  tenic  of  the  imporiance  of 
your  wqrki." —  WeihiH^irm  If  Tkvatai  Patm,   10  SepletnWf,  I  jS). 

"  Perhapt.  Among  the  muiciplicily  of  public  conccini.  an  ailctition  to  the 
itinatlon  of  the  iroopi  on  (nrlongh.  may  hare  yirltled  to  more  urgent  butitiewi; 
but  thi*  being  also  a  matler  of  uupoiunee,  I  take  the  lil>cri}  of  brioEins  if  to 
view  ;  fta,  an  the  fooling  theyalaud  at  |>reiten[,  a  considerable  cipencc  niibcim 
the  prospect  of  nnndeiiuate  beneiil.i*  incurred  ;  nnieulhc-impolicjof  siirigij^by 
public  Prodamation,  aullienliciiy  to  the  diicl)aii;t:>  while  ihc  RTili^h  forces 
retniiin  in  Neu'  York,  can  be  deemed  such.  1  call  iheni  ditchargn,  becauv  It  i> 
la  ihii  light  the  Furloughs  have  all  along  been  considered  ;  and  no  call,  I  oni 
persuaded,  will  ever  bring  rhc  cammon  soldiery  back  to  their  colors— the  whole 
matter  ibercfore  lye%,  in  bolluncisg  properly  between  the  eipence  ol  delny,  and 
the  public  annunciation  at  an  cpocha  which  may  be  premattarf," — WttMngint 
t»lkt  frtiidtnl  0/  Confrrst^  19  September,  1783. 
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D[avid]  S[tuart"I ;  but,  if  this  should  be  the  case,  and 
she  wants  advice  upon  it.  a  father  and  mother,  who 
are  at  hand  and  competent  to  give  it,  are  at  the  same 
time  the  most  proper  to  be  consulted  on  so  interest- 
ing an  event.  For  my  own  part,  I  never  did.  nor  do 
1  believe  I  ever  shall,  j^ive  advice  to  a  woman,  who 
is  setting  out  on  a  matrimonial  voyage;  first, 
because  I  never  could  advise  one  to  marry  without 
her  own  consent ;  and,  secondly,  because  I  know  it  is 
to  no  purpose  to  advise  her  to  refrain,  when  she  has 
obtained  it.  A  woman  very  rarely  asks  an  opinion  or 
requires  advice  on  such  an  occasion,  till  her  resolution 
is  formed  ;  and  then  it  Is  with  the  hope  and  expecta- 
tion of  obtaining  a  sanction,  not  that  she  means  to  be 
governed  by  your  disapprobation,  that  she  applies. 
In  a  word,  the  plain  English  of  the  application  may 
be  summed  up  in  these  words ;  "  I  wish  you  to  think 
as  I  do  ;  but,  if  unhappily  you  differ  from  me  in  opin- 
ion,  my  heart,  I  must  confess,  is  fixed,  and  I  have  gone 
too  far  noio  to  retract." 

If  Mrs.  Custis  should  ever  suggest  any  thing  of,  this 
kind  to  me,  I  will  give  her  my  opinion  of  the  measure, 
not  of  the  man,  with  candor,  and  to  the  following  ef- 
fect. *'  I  never  expected  you  would  spend  the  residue 
of  your  days  in  widowhood  ;  but  in  a  matter  so  im- 
portant, and  so  interesing  to  yourself,  children,  and 
connexions,  I  wish  you  would  make  a  prudent  choice. 
To  do  which,  many  considerations  are  necessary ; 
such  as  the  family  and  connexions  of  the  man,  his  for- 
tune (which  is  not  the  tnost  essential  in  my  eye),  the 
line  of  conduct  he  has  observed,  and  disposition  and 
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frame  of  his  mind.  You  should  consider  what  pros- 
pect there  is  of  his  proving  kind  and  affectionate  to 
you  ;  just,  generous,  and  attentive  to  your  children  ; 
and  how  far  his  connexions  will  be  agreeable  to  you  ; 
for  when  they  are  once  formed,  agreeable  or  not,  the 
die  being  cast,  your  fate  is  fixed."  Thus  far,  and  no 
farther,  I  shall  go  in  my  opinions.  I  am.  dear 
Lund.  &c 


TO   MAJOR-GENERAL   KNOX. 

RocKV  Hill,  sj  S<pleal)«r,  1783. 

Mv  DEAR  Sir, 

The  favorable  Sentiments  expressed  in  your  private 
letter  of  the  1 7th  Inst,  and  which  you  say  are  felt  by 
the  Officers  in  general  on  the  late  honor  conferred 
upon  me  by  Congress,  cannot  fail  of  adding  greatly  to 
my  sensibility  on  the  occasion.  It  always  has,  and  1 
trust  ever  will  be,  the  most  pleasing  reflection  of  my 
life  that  in  a  contest  so  important,  so  long,  and  so 
arduous, — accompanied  by  such  a  variety  of  distress- 
ing and  perplexing  circumstances  to  all  who  have  been 
engaged  in  it  but  more  especially  to  the  Officers  of 
the  Army,  that  I  have  been  able,  under  all  these  dis- 
advantages, to  point  my  course  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  have  receiv'd  many  flattering  testimonies  of  regard 
from  the  latter,  and  proofs  of  general  esteem  from  my 
Country  at  large. 

I  have  left  no  opportunity  unimproved  to  bring  the 
Officers'  Petition  to  an  Issue. — I  have  not  heard  an 
uplifted  voice  against  it  since  I  came  to  this  place; 
and  if  I  am  to  form  a  judgment  from  what  I  have  seen 
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&  heard,  Congress  is  sincerely  disposed  to  serve  them 
— but  there  %vas  a  difficulty  in  the  way  of  which  I  had 
no  knowledge 'till  I  came  here,  and  it  is  noXabsoiuiefy 
got  over  yet. 

That  district  of  Country  located  by  the  Petitioners 
is  part  of  the  I-and  claimed  by  Virginia — Virginia, 
with  certain  reservations,  and  upon  condition  that  the 
United  States  should  Guarantee  the  remainder  of  her 
Territory,  ceded  all  the  Lands  Northwest  of  the  Ohio 
— -To  these  terms  Congress  would  not  agree — Thus 
matters  had  stood  for  more  than  two  years — and  thus 
I  found  them  when  I  came  hcrc.^ — I  have  labored 
since,  and  I  hope  not  unsuccessfully,  to  convince  the 
Members  of  Congress  that  while  the  United  States 
and  the  State  of  Virginia  are  disputing  about  the 
right,  or  the  terms  of  the  Cession,  Land  jobbers  and 
a  lawless  Banditti,  who  would  bid  defiance  to  the 
authority  of  either,  and  more  than  probably  involve 
this  Country  In  an  Indian  War,  would  spread  them- 
selves over  the  whole  of  it,  to  the  great  injury  to  the 
Officers,  &c..  of  the  Army,  who  arc  patiently  waiting 
the  decision  of  Congress  to  settle  in  a  legal  manner 
and  under  a  proper  form  of  Government. 

Within  these  few  days,  Congress  have  accepted  the 
Virginia  Cession  with  some  exceptions  which  the 
Delegates  from  that  State  ihink  will  be  yielded  to  by 
the  Assembly  at  its  next  meeting  in  October — In  the 
meantime,  if  it  can  be  done  with  propriety,  I  will 
endeavor  to  have  preparatory  arrangements  made 
that  no  delay  may  happen  when  the  present  difficul- 
ties shall  be  removed. 


I7831 


G£0/fG£  WASHINGTON. 


321 


As  I  have  never  heard  il  suggested  by  any  Member 
of  Confess  ^■^X  General  Lincoln  cither  had  offered, 
or  proposed  to  offer  his  resignation  upon  the  arrival 
of  the  Definitive  Treaty  (the'  I  have  understood  as 
much  from  himself)  I  have  no  ground,  as  yet,  to 
work  upon  ;  but  whenever  the  occasion  shall  offer.  I 
will  not  forget  your  wishes,  nor  shall  I  want  inclina- 
tion to  promote  them. — 

If  you  can  learn  by  indirect  means  which  of,  or 
whether  all  the  Engineers  now  at  West  point — (if 
you  could  extend  it  to  others  thro'  that  channel  so 
much  the  better) — are  inclined  to  remain  in  the 
American  Service  upon  a  Peace  establishment  I 
would  thank  you  for  the  information. 

I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  for  pointing  out,  in  pre- 
ctse  terms,  what  is  expected  from  the  President  of  the 
Cincinnati  previous  to  the  general  Meeting  in  May 
next — As  1  never  was  present  at  any  of  your  Meet- 
ings, and  have  never  seen  the  proceedings  of  the  last, 
1  may,  from  want  of  information  of  the  part  1  am  to 
act,  neglect  some  essential  duty  ;  which  might  not 
only  be  injurious  to  the  Society,  but  mortifying  to 
myself,  as  it  would  discover  a  want  of  knowledge,  or 
want  of  attention  in  the  President. 

Humphreys  and  Walker  have  each  had  an  ill  turn 
since  they  came  to  this  place — the  latter  is  getting 
about,  but  the  other  is  still  in  his  Bed  of  a  fever  that 
did  not  till  yesterday  quit  him  for  14  or  15  days. — 
The  danger  I  hope  is  now  past,  and  he  has  only  his 
flesh  to  recover,  part  of  which,  or  in  other  words  of 
the  weight  he  brought  with  him  from  the  scales  at 
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West  point  he  would  readily  compound  for. — Mrs. 
Washington  has  also  been  very  unwell,  as  most  of  my 
domesticks  and  Guard  have  been,  and  indeed  now  are 
^Mrs.  Washington  and  myself  are  very  glad  to  hear 
that  Mrs.  Knox  and  the  children  are  well — she  joins 
me  very  cordially  in  best  wishes  for  them,  and  compli- 
ments to  General  and  Mrs.  Huntington  and  all  our 
acquaintances  with  you. 


TO  SAMUEL   HUNTIKGTON,   CHAIRMAN. 

RocKV  HtLL,  as  Saptember.  17S3. 

Sir: 

I  have  perused  the  report  &  Proclamation  which 
you  were  pleased  to  put  into  my  hands  for  considera- 
tion ;  and  think  an  alteration  in  the  first,  and  a  con- 
sequent one  in  the  other  Indispensably  necessary ; — 
Because,  as  the  report  now  stands,  it  is  not  broad 
enough  to  comprehend  the  several  cases  which  exist, 
for  the  troops  of  the  Southern  Army  were  forloughed 
by  General  Greene,  whilst  those,  which  lay  in  a  manner 
between  the  two  Armies  were  under  the  more  imme- 
diate direction  of  the  Secretary  at  War  &  acted  upon 
by  him. 

It  appears  to  me  proper  therefore  to  strike  out  the 
latter  part  of  the  report  &  after  "during  the  War" 
in  the  third  line,  to  insert. — "and  who  by  the  Resolu- 
tions of  Congress  of  the and  of  — —were  entitled 

to  Furloughs  be  absolutely  discharged  from  the  said 
service,  from  and  after  the day  of next." 

The  Proclamation  conforming  thereto.  Congress 
may,  if  they  conceive  there  is  a  propriety  in  it  [after 
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the  necessary  recitals  are  made]  offer  their  thanks  to 
the  Army,  generally,  for  its  long  &  faithful  ser\'ices  ; 
and  then  add — that  the  further  services  In  the  field  of 
the  officers  who  have  been  deranged  and  retired  on 
furlough,  in  consequence  of  the  aforesaid  resolutions, 
can  now  be  dispensed  with — That  ihey  have  the  per- 
mission of  Congress  to  retire  from  service; — and  that 
they  are  no  longer  liable  from  their  present  engage- 
ments to  be  called  into  command  again. 

I  can  see  no  greater  inconvenience  resulting  from 
this  measure  than  is  to  be  found  in  many  other  in- 
stances arising  from  not  making  the  Peace  Establish- 
ment, a  primary,  instead  of  a  subsequent  Act,  to  them  ; 
for  had  this  taken  place  in  T'ime,  a  system  might  have 
been  formed,  &  ever>'  thin^  relative,  to  that  system 
made  to  accord  with  it — whereas  the  longer  it  is  de- 
layed the  more  incongruous  probably,  it  will  be,  as  we 
are  by  this  means  forming  the  extremities,  before  we 
have  moulded  the  body.  Consequently  the  body  must 
be  made  to  comform  and  grow  to  the  limbs,  not  the 
limbs  to  the  body,  which  may  be  found  as  difficult  in 
the  Political  as  Natural  formation  of  things,  and  like 
unto  the  attempt  more  than  probably  will  produce  a 
Monster. 

A  Proclamation  couched  in  some  such  terms  as  is 
here  suggested,  would  I  think,  reduce  all  the  General 
as  well  as  other  Officers  except  those  who  were  retained 
with  the  three  years'  men  and  such  as  are  immediately 
imployed  in  the  Staff,  wch.  I  think  consists  of  only 
Baron  de  Steuben  and  G.  Duportfail]  and  would 
moreover  I  think,  leave  out  all  the  Engineers  for  the 
future  decision  of  Congress,        I  have,  &c. 
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TO  THE  CHEVALIER    HE   CHASTELLUX. 

rRlttCrroN,   H  October.   17S3. 
MV    REAR    ChBVAUER, 

I  have  not  had  the  honor  of  a  line  from  you  since 
the  4th  of  March  last ;  but  I  will  ascribe  my  disappoint- 
ment to  any  cause,  rather  than  to  a  decay  of  your 
friendship. 

Having  the  appearance,  and  indeed  the  enjoyment 
of  peace,  without  a  final  declaration  of  it,  I.  who  am 
only  waiting  for  the  ceremonials,  or  till  the  British 
forces  shall  have  taken  leave  of  New  York,  am  placed 
in  an  awkward  and  disagreeable  situation,  it  being  my 
anxious  desire  to  quit  the  walks  of  public  life,  and 
under  the  shadow  of  my  own  vine  and  my  own  fig  free 
to  seek  those  enjoyments  and  that  relaxation,  which 
a  mind,  that  has  been  constantly  upon  the  stretch  for 
more  than  eight  years,  stands  so  much  in  need  of. 

I  have  fixed  this  epoch  to  the  arrival  of  the  definitive 
treaty,  or  to  the  evacuation  of  my  country  by  our 
newly  acquired  friends.  In  the  mean  while,  at  the 
request  of  Congress  I  spend  my  time  with  ihcmatthls 
place,  where  they  came  in  consequence  of  the  riots  at 
Philadelpia,  of  which  you  have  doubtless  (for  it  is  not 
a  ver>'  recent  transaction)  been  fully  apprized.  They 
have  lately  determined  to  make  choice  of  some  con- 
venient spot  near  the  Falls  of  the  Delaware  for  the 
permanent  residence  of  the  sovereign  power  of  these 
United  States  ;  but  where  they  will  hold  thei  r  sessions 
till  they  can  be  jiroperly  established  at  that  place,  is 
yet  undecided. 

I  have  lately  made  a  tour  through  the  Lake^  George 
and  Champlain,  as  far  as  Crown  Point.     Then  re- 
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turning  to  Schenectady,  I  proceeded  up  the  Mohawk 
River  to  Fort  Schuyler  (formerly  Fort  Stanwix),  and 
crossed  over  to  the  Wood  Creek,  which  empties  into 
the  Oneida  Lake,  and  affords  the  water  communication 
with  Ontario.  I  then  traversed  the  coimtrj-  to  the 
head  of  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  and 
viewed  the  Lake  Otsego,  and  the  portage  between 
that  Lake  and  the  Mohawk  River  at  Canajoharie. 
Prompted  by  these  actual  observations.  I  could  not 
help  taking  a  more  contemplative  and  extensive  view 
of  the  vast  inland  navigation  of  these  United  States.  i 

from  maps  and  the  information  of  others  ;  and  could  .J^^^'y' 
not  but  be  struck  with  the  immense  diffusion  and  ^//* 
importance  of  it,  and  with  the  goodness  of  that  Provi- 
dence, which  has  dealt  her  favors  tous  with  so  profuse 
a  hand.  Would  to  God  we  may  have  wisdom  enough 
to  improve  them.  I  shall  not  rest  contented,  till  I  have 
explored  the  western  country,  and  traversed  those 
lines,  or  great  part  of  them,  which  have  given  bounds 
to  a  new  empire.'  But  when  it  may.  if  it  ever  shall, 
happen.  I  dare  not  say,  as  my  first  attention  must  be 
given  to  the  deranged  situation  of  my  private  concerns, 
which  are  not  a  little  injured  by  almost  nine  years' 
absence  and  total  disregard  of  them.  With  every  wish 
foryourhealth  and  happiness,  and  with  the  most  sincere 
and  affectionate  regard,  I  am,  my  dear  Chevalier,  &c. 

'  "  IhjiveilincontempUtiunloinakealaurlhro'allthBEutamStitn,  Ihenee 
into  Cuiada,  thence  iip  Ihir  Si.  I.aumtCG  &nd  thro'  the  laiie*  lo  Detroit,  lhenc« 
lo  I^ke  Michifpin  by  Und  or  water,  thence  IhroDKh  '^^  Wrstcm  Country,  by 
the  river  Illinoit  lo  ihe  rivrr  Misitrappl,  Bad  down  ihe  name  to  New  Orient)*, 
ihentc  intv  Ue«r|pa  by  the  wky  o\  PcruacelB,  uid  tbcn  ihra'  the  two  C«r«linu 
llMint.  A  grMt  tour  ihi*.  jroii  urlll  lay.  Proliiltl)'  it  may  take  place  nowhere 
but  in  ima^nation.  ih«'  it  is  my  levVi  to  bc^n  it  in  the  Utter  end  of  April  of 
ott  ]r«u." —  Wtukingttn  A>  tKt  Maryuii  Jt  Ijmf<iyiiu,  \i  Octubsr,  1763. 
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TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    KNOX. 

ROCKY  Hill.  16  October.  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

Major  Shaw  not  returning  so  soon  as  1  imagined, 
and  the  subject  of  your  Letter  of  the  28  September 
not  admitting  much  delay.  I  take  the  opportunity  of 
the  Post  to  reply  to  it. 

On  referring  to  the  Institution  of  the  Society  of  the 
Cincinnati  I  find  that  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne* 
the  Sieur  Gerard,  the  Counts  D'Estaing,  Barras  and 
De  Grasse,  the  Chevalier  Destouches  and  the  Count 
de  Rochambeau  with  the  Generals  and  Colonels  of 
his  Army  are  to  be  presented  with  the  Order  of  the 
Societ)'. 

As  it  is  however  proper  that  these  Gentlemen 
should  be  made  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
Society,  1  propose  to  write  to  each  of  those  above 
named  (except  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  who  was 
written  to  in  first  instance)  and  inclose  them  a  copy 
of  the  Institution,  at  the  same  time  informing  them 
that  Major  L'Rnfant  is  charged  with  the  execution  of 
the  Order,  and  has  directions  to  furnish  them  from 
the  first  that  are  finished. 

I  propose  also  to  inclose  a  Copy  to  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  and  request  him  to  take  the  signatures  of 
such  of  the  French  officers  in  our  service  who  are  en- 
titled and  wish  to  become  members — to  receive  their 
month's  pay  and  deliver  them  the  Orders  on  their 
paying  for  them. 

These  Letters  Major  L'Enfant  will  carry  with  him 
and  deliver  to  each  of  those  Gentlemen  and  must  be 
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directed  to  deliver  them  the  Orders  so  soon  as  they 
are  complcat — delivering  to  Count  Rochambcau.  for 
the  Officers  of  his  Command  who  will  receive  them 
of  him — and  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  sufficient 
for  the  French  Officers  in  our  Service  who  become 
Members. 

1  enclose  to  you  the  permission  for  Major  L'Enfant 
to  go  to  France,  and  a  Certificate  of  hisbeinga  Mem- 
ber of  the  Society.  However,  before  he  sets  off,  I 
think  it  should  be  well  explained  and  understood  by 
him,  that  the  Voyage  is  not  undertaken  for  the  So- 
ciety but  that  their  business  is  committted  to  him 
only  in  consequence  of  his  going  there  on  his  own 
affairs,  and  consequently  he  is  not  to  be  paid  any  Ex- 
pence  of  the  Voyage  or  his  stay — but  only  such  extra 
Expence  as  might  be  incurred  by  any  person  residing 
in  France  who  transacted  the  same  business  for  the 
society — These  are  my  sentiments — if  they  accord 
with  yours  and  the  rest  of  the  Gentlemen,  and  he  ac- 
cepts these  conditions  1  think  the  sooner  he  sets  out 
the  better. 

1  will  be  obliged  to  you  to  make  out  his  instructions 
comprehending  the  objects  I  have  mentioned  above 
and  such  other  as  you  may  think  necessary — and  to 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  with  him  respecting 
the  funds  to  be  furnished.  I  am  tokl  subscriptions 
have  been  paid  in  by  those  who  wish  to  have  Orders 
— I  propose  taking  seven,  for  which  the  Money  is 
ready  at  any  time — and  it  may  not  be  amiss  in  this 
place  to  inform  you  that  it  has  always  been  my  inten- 
tion to  present  the  Society  with  500  Dollars — if  any 
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part  of  this  is  necessary  and  can  be  applied  with  pro- 
priety in  this  business — I  have  no  objection. 

Maj.  L'Enfant  might  also  be  directed  to  receive 
from  the  Marquis  the  Month's  pay  of  the  french  Offi- 
cers in  our  service  who  become  Members. 

I  must  request  you  to  procure  Six  or  seven  Copies 
of  the  Institution  to  be  made  out  neatly,  to  transmit 
to  the  Gentlemen  above  mentioned.  Major  L'Enfant 
can  bring  them  on  with  him.' 

I  intend  immediately  to  write  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  each  of  the  State  Lines,  who  have  not  yet 
made  known  their  intentions  respecting  the  formation 
of  their  State  Societies  pressing  them  to  a  determina- 
tion, for  as  I  wish  to  adapt  the  place  of  the  General 
Meeting  to  the  convenience  of  all  'till  1  know  which 
of  the  States  form  the  Society  I  cannot  fix  it. 
With  great  regard — 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    KNOX. 

Dear  Sir,  R<x^*if  hilu 33d Ortr.  17(3 

The  arrival  of  the  Definitive  Treaty  and  the  evac- 
uation of  New  York — have  been  so  long  delayed  as  to 
interfere  very  materially  with  our  arrangements  for 
the  Celebration  of  Peace:  at  this  Season  no  use  can 

'  "All  the  olFiccn  who  chow  ta  make  uk  of  Major  L'Enfaari  agency  lo 
obtain  ih«  bad^  of  the  lociety,  nai  tmly  cummiixtoned  him  to  bring  then  from 
Pnnce.  but  funiisLcii  bim  willi  ihc  menus.  I  did  Uiis  mrtcll  (or  ait  or  eight. 
He  hroiighl  many  more,  J  luve  wimc  rcainti  to  believe  on  a  i|«culalin|{  xchctne, 
and  denande'l  to  nueli  fnr  them  x«,  i  f  my  meRior^-  mtvos  me,  tA  dit^ist  many 
mcmbcn  of  ihc  iinciely,  anil  inilncc  ihcm  lo  apply  to  an  anUl  in  Philailelphia, 
who,  tt  wat  said,  vcvuld  not  only  execute  them  u  well  (and  without  the  de(«c( 
which  wat  ditcovered  iit  the  Krench  odm),  but  (umijih  them  ciicnpci.*' —  Waik- 
imglan  ie  Khojc,  i  June,  tjSt. 
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be  made  of  the  Bower,  the  only  possible  means  of  ac- 
commodation, besides,  the  dissolution  of  the  Army  at 
so  short  a  period  totally  defeats  the  object  in  view, 
for  if  we  were  even  determined  not  to  wait  the  events 
on  which  the  Celebration  has  hitherto  depended,  it 
would  now  be  impossible  either  to  make  the  necessary 
preparations  or  to  give  timely  notice  to  the  Officers, 
before  the  Army  would  be  dissolved.  I  think  there- 
fore that  it  will  be  best  to  defer  it  until  the  British 
leave  the  City,  and  then  to  have  it  at  that  place,  where 
all  who  chuse  to  attend  can  6nd  accommodation. 

Sir  Guy  Carleton  some  time  since  informed  me, 
thro'  Mr.  Parker,  that  he  should  leave  New  York  tn 
all  next  Month,  probably  by  the  20th,  and  that  when 
the  Transports  which  were  gone  to  Nova  Scotia  re- 
turned, he  should  be  able  to  fix  the  day ; — this  notice 
may  be  shore,  and  as  it  is  best  to  be  prepared,  I  wish 
you  to  confer  on  the  subject  with  Governor  Clinton, 
and  have  every  necessary  Arrangement  made  for 
taking  possession  of  the  city  immediately  on  their 
leaving  it ;  you  will  please  to  report  to  me  the 
arrangements  you  may  agree  on. 
.  Inclosed  I  transmit  you  Copy  of  a  Proclamation  of 
Congress  for  the  dissolution  of  the  Army,  you  will 
please  to  publish  it  to  the  Troops  under  your 
Orders.     •     «     * 

P.  S.  Since  I  wrote  the  foregoing  I  have  reced.  a 
Letter  from  Governor  Clinton  in  which  he  mentions 
his  wish  that  the  Troops  who  move  down,  may  be  put 
under  his  direction,  which  I  think  very  proper  so  long 
as  they  remain  in  or  near  the  city. 
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FAREWELL   ORDERS   TO    THE    ARUIES   OF   THE    UNITED 

STATES. 

ROCKV  HUX,  NRAR  PRINCRTON, 

[SuDda}']  «  Novanlier  1783. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  after  giving  the  most 
honorable  testimony  to  the  merits  of  the  federal  armies,  and  pre- 
senting them  with  the  thankit  of  their  country  for  their  long,  emi- 
nent and  faithful  services,  having  thought  proper,  by  their  proc- 
lamation bearing  date  the  iSth  day  of  October  last,  to  discharge 
Buch  part  of  the  iroojts  as  were  engaged  for  th«  war,  and  to  per- 
mit the  officers  on  furlough  to  retire  from  service  from  and  after 
to-morrow ;  which  proclamation  having  been  communicated  in 
the  public  papers  for  the  information  and  govcrDmcRl  of  all  con- 
cerned, it  only  remains  for  the  Commander-in-chief  to  address 
himself  once  mure,  antl  that  for  the  last  time,  to  the  armies  of  (he 
United  Stales  (however  widely  dispersed  the  individuals  who 
compose  them  may  be),  and  to  bid  them  an  afTcctionate.  a  long 
farewell. 

But  before  the  Commander-in-chief  takes  his  final  leave  of  those 
he  holds  most  dear,  he  wishes  to  indulge  himself  a  few  moments 
in  calling  10  mind  a  slight  review  of  the  past.  He  will  then  take 
the  liberty  of  exploring  with  his  military  friends  their  future 
prospects,  of  advising  the  general  line  of  conduct,  which,  in  his 
opinion,  ought  to  be  pursued  ;  and  he  will  conclude  the  address 
by  expresfiing  the  obligationni  he  feek  himself  under  for  the  spir- 
ited and  able  assistance  he  has  experienced  from  them,  in  the 
performance  of  an  arduous  office. 

A  contemplation  of  the  complete  attainment  (at  a  period  earlier 
than  could  have  been  expected)  of  the  object,  for  which  we  coo- 
tended  against  so  formidable  a  power,  cannot  but  inspire  us  with 
astonishment  and  gratitude.  Thedisadvantageotiscircumstances 
on  our  part,  under  which  the  war  was  undertaken,  can  never  be 
forgotten.  The  singular  interpositions  of  Providence  in  our  fee-j 
*K  ble  condition  were  such,  as  could  scarcely  esrapc  the  attention 
,'  Jihe  most  tinobserving  ;  while  the  unparalleled  perseverance  of 
the  armies  of  the  United  States,  through  almost  every  possible 
suffering  and  discouragement  for  the  space  of  eight  long  years, 
was  little  short  of  a  standing^niiracle. 
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It  13  not  the  meaoing  nor  nithin  the  compass  of  this  address^ 
to  detail  the  hardships  peculiatly  incidetit  to  our  service,  or  to 
describe  the  distresses:,  which  in  several  instances  have  resulted 
fiom  the  extremes  of  hunger  and  nakedness,  combined  with  the 
rigors  of  an  inclement  reason;  nor  is  it  necessary  to  dwell  on 
the  dark  side  of  our  past  affairs.  Rvcrf  American  ofliccr  and 
soldiict  must  now  console  himself  for  any  unplcwant  circum- 
stances, which  may  have  occurred,  by  a  recolleciion  of  theuncom* 
mon  scenes  in  which  he  has  been  called  to  act  no  inglorious  pari, 
and  the  astonishing  events  of  which  he  has  been  a  witness  ;  events 
which  have  .seldom,  if  ever  before,  taken  place  on  the  sUgc  of 
human  action  ;  nor  can  they  probably  ever  happen  again.  For 
who  has  'before  seen  a  disciplined  army  formed  at  once  from  such 
raw  materials?  Who,  that  was  not  a  witness,  could  imagine,  that 
the  most  violent  local  prejudices  would  cease  so  soon  :  and  that 
men,  who  came  from  the  different  parts  of  the  continent,  strongly 
disposed  by  the  habits  of  education  to  despise  and  quarrel  with 
each  other,  would  instantly  become  but  one  patriotic  band  of 
brothers  ?  Or  who,  that  was  not  on  the  spot,  can  trace  the  steps 
by  which  sucha  wonderful  revolution  has  been  effected,  and  such 
a  glorious  period  put  to  all  our  warlike  toils  ? 

It  is  universally  acknowledged,  that  the  enlarged  prospects  of 
happiness,  opened  by  the  confirmation  of  our  independence  and 
sovereignty,  almost  exceeds  the  power  of  description.  And  shall 
not  the  brave  men,  who  have  contributed  so  essentially  to  these 
inestimable  acquisitions,  retiring  victorious  from  the  lield  of  war 
to  the  field  of  agriculture,  participate  in  all  the  blessings,  which 
have  been  obtained  ?  In  such  a  republic,  who  will  exclude  them 
from  the  rights  of  citizens,  and  the  fruits  of  their  lalwn?  In 
such  a  country,  so  happily  circumstanced,  the  pursuits  of  com- 
merce and  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  will  unfold  to  industry  ihc 
certain  road  to  competence.  To  those  hardy  soldiers,  who  are 
actuated  by  the  spirit  of  adventure,  the  fisheries  wilt  afford  ample 
and  profitable  employment ;  and  the  extensive  and  fertile  regions 
of  the  West  will  yield  a  most  happy  asylum  to  those,  who,  (ond 
of  domestic  enjoyment,  are  seeking  for  personal  independence. 
Nor  is  it  possible  to  conceive,  thai  any  one  of  the  United  Sutes 
will  prefer  a  national  bankruptcy,  and  a  dissolution  of  the  UnioD. 


to  acompliaiic*  with  the  rtquiaitions  of  Congress,  and  ih«  pay- 
ment of  its  just  del>ts ;  so  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  may 
exjiect  considerable  assistance,  in  recommencing  their  civil  occu- 
pations, from  the  sums  due  to  them  from  ihc  public,  which  must 
and  will  most  inevitably  be  paid. 

In  order  to  effect  this  desirable  purpose,  and  to  remove  the 
prejudices,  which  may  have  taken  iKisession  of  the  minds  of  any 
of  the  good  people  of  the  States,  it  is  earnestly  recommetided  to 
all  the  troops,  that,  with  strong  attachments  to  the  Union,  they 
should  carry  with  them  into  civil  society  the  most  conciliating 
disposition^  and  that  they  should  ptove  themselves  not  le&s 
virtuous  and  useful  an  citizens,  than  they  have  been  persevering 
and  victorious  as  soldiert.  What  though  thert  tihoiild  be  some 
envious  individuals,  who  arc  unwilling  to  pay  the  debt  the  pub> 
lie  has  contracted,  or  to  yield  the  tnbute  due  to  merit ;  yet  let 
such  unworthy  treatment  produce  no  invective,  or  any  instance  of 
intemperate  conduct.  I^l  it  be  remenibered,  thai  the  unbiassed 
voice  of  the  free  citiitens  of  the  United  States  has  promised 
the  just  reward  and  given  the  merited  applause.  Let  it  be  known 
and  remembered,  that  the  reputation  of  the  federal  armies  is 
established  beyond  the  reach  of  malevolence ;  and  let  a  con- 
sciousness of  their  achievements  and  fame  still  incite  the  men, 
who  composed  them,  to  honorable  actions  ;  under  the  persuasion 
that  the  private  virtues  of  economy,  prudence,  and  industry,  will 
not  be  less  amiable  in  civil  life,  than  the  more  splendid  qualities 
of  valor,  perseverance,  and  enterprise  were  in  the  field.  Every 
one  may  rest  assured,  that  much,  very  much,  of  the  future  hap- 
piness of  the  officers  and  men,  will  depend  upon  the  wise  and 
manly  conduct,  which  shall  be  adopted  by  (hem  when  they  are 
mingled  with  the  great  body  of  the  community.  And,  although 
the  General  has  so  frequently  given  it  as  his  opinion  in  the  most 
public  and  explicit  manner,  thai,  iinlesn  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Govemment  were  properly  supported,  and  the  powers  of 
the  Union  increased,  the  honor,  dignity,  and  justice  of  the 
nation  would  be  lost  forever;  vet  he  cannot  help  repeating,  on 
this  occasion,  so  interesting  a  sentiment,  and  leaving  It  as  his 
l;i5t  injunction  to  every  officer  .ind  every  soldier,  who  may  *iew 
the  subject  in  the  same  serious  point  of  light,  to  add  his  best 
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endeavors  to  those  of  his  worthy  fellow  citu«ns  towards  effecting 
these  great  and  valuable  purposes,  on  which  our  very  existeitce 
as  a  nation  so  materially  depends. 

The  Com mander-in-chief  conceives  little  is  now  wanting,  to 
enable  the  soldier,  to  change  the  military  character  into  that  of 
the  citizen,  but  that  steady  ajid  decent  tenor  of  behavior,  which 
has  generally  distinguished,  not  only  the  army  under  his  imme- 
diate command,  but  the  dilTereni  detachments  and  separate 
armies,  through  the  coarse  of  the  war.  From  their  good  sense 
and  prudence  he  anticipates  the  happiest  consequences;  and, 
while  he  congratulates  them  on  the  glorious  occasion,  which 
renders  their  services  in  the  field  no  longer  necessary,  he  wishes 
to  express  the  strong  obligationE  he  feels  himself  under  for  the 
assistance  he  has  received  from  every  class  and  in  every  instance. 
He  presents  his  thanks  in  the  most  serious  and  atfcctionate 
manner  to  the  general  otficers,  as  well  for  their  counsel  on  many 
interesting  occasions,  as  for  their  ardor  in  promoting  the  success 
of  the  plans  he  had  adopted  1  to  the  commandants  of  regiments 
and  corps,  and  to  the  other  officers,  for  their  great  real  and 
attention  in  carr)-ing  his  orders  promptly  into  execution  ;  to  the 
staff,  for  their  alacrity  and  exactness  in  performing  the  duties  of 
their  several  deparlmcnis  ;  and  to  the  non-commissioned  officers 
and  private  soldiers,  for  Uieir  extraordinary  patience  and  sulifer- 
ing,  as  well  as  their  invincible  fortitude  in  action.  To  the  various 
branches  of  the  army,  the  General  takes  this  last  and  solemn 
opportunity  of  professing  his  inviolable  attachment  and  friend- 
ship. He  wishes  more  than  bare  professions  were  in  his  power  ; 
that  he  were  really  able  to  be  useful  to  them  all  in  future  life. 
He  flatters  himself,  however,  they  will  do  him  the  justice  to 
believe,  that  whatever  could  with  propriety  be  attempted  by  him 
has  been  done. 

And  being  now  to  conclude  these  his  last  public  orders,  to  take 
his  ultimate  leave  in  a  short  time  of  the  military  character,  and 
to  bid  a  l^nai  adieu  to  the  armies  he  has  so  long  had  the  honor  to 
command,  he  can  only  again  offer  in  their  behalf  his  rccommem- 
dations  to  their  grateful  country,  and  his  prayers  to  the  God  of 
armies.  May  ample  justice  be  done  them  here,  and  may  the 
choicest  of   Heaven's  favors,   both   here  and  hereafter,  attend 
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thosr,  who,  under  the  Divine  auspice*,  have  secured  innumerable 
blessings  for  others.  With  Lhese  wishes  and  this  benediction, 
the  Commander-in<hie(  is  about  to  retire  from  service.  The 
curiain  of  separation  wil]  soon  be  drawn,  and  the  military  scene 
to  him  will  be  closed  for  ever. 


TO    THB    PRESIDENT    «F    CONGRESS. 

Wbst  PpiXT,  1 8  Noremb«r,  1783. 

Sir, 

I  have  at  length  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  Ex- 
cellency and  Congress,  that  Sir  Guy  Carleton  has  fixed 
upon  the  time  at  which  he  proposes  to  evacuate  the 
city  of  New  York.  The  particulars  are  more  fully 
explained  in  his  letter  of  the  12th  instant,'  a  copy  of 
which,  together  with  my  answer,  is  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


'  Since  Carieton'v  let(«r  to  Congrau  of  Auguil  I7ih  noihing  fonlier  was  da- 
terminetl  on  the  Lime  when  th«  dtjr  would  be  turn«<l  ot«i  to  the  AiDcriCMMMi 
November  6tli  WotltinKton  poinicrJIy  asked  the  Briti>}i  Cumintndci  when  he 
expected  to  rmlnrk,  and  received  a  reply  thu  clie  irnopn  woiiM  \x  wilbdnwn 
before  Lh«  end  of  the  ravntb.  "  At  alt  «*Gutt,  1  propoM  to  lelioquiKb  the  p«»u 
at  KlnpbridgB,  and  %s  Tit  as  McGowsnt  V^%y  indnrive  on  thit  laLand,  on  ih« 
9i«(  inHam;  t*  resl|inthe  powswion  of  Hcrrick's  and  Hamptead,  «fith  all  to 
the  eastward  on  Long  litjind,  on  llic  tame  day  ;  and  i(  poioiMe,  lo  give  thl& 
citjr  willi  BnmU^ii,  on  the  day  following  ;  ord  Caultu  Hovh,  Deiuiic's,  and 
Slaltn  Iftlnnd,  »*  locn  alt»  at  may  lie  practicable. " 

Waihinglon  had  a  conference  with  Ciovemor  Ctinton  on  the  14th,  and  the 
latter  iuued  a  proclamation,  dated  Ihc  151I)  of  Novnnbei,  givini;  nollce  of  the 
day  uppoinled  by  Sir  Guy  Carleton  (or  evacuating  the  city,  and  tummanitig  the 
teveral  members  of  the  councf]  of  New  Vork  to  convene  at  Ea^i  Chntci',  on, 
the  St(t,  with  n  view  of  immediately  cKtablithing  citil  g«veTT)m«nt  in  the  dia 
tricCi  of  the  State  hitherto  occupied  by  the  British  tiuopa  ;  and  at  the  same 
lime  enjoining  and  requiring  the  inhabilanit  of  tuch  parts  to  yield  due  obedience 
10  the  lawt  of  t)ie  State,  and  10  be  vigilant  in  preterving  the  pnbllc  peace  and 
good  order. 
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TO   SIR    CUV    CARLETON. 
gll^  Habklkm,  32  Novetnbci,  17S3. 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellency's  letter 
of  the  19th  instant ;  and  fora  reply  to  the  proposition 
contained  in  it,  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  his 
Excellency  Governor  Clinton,  who  will  inform  you  by 
this  conveyance,  that  the  council  instituted  for  the 
temporary  government  of  the  State  So.  District  have 
acceded  to  your  reservations,  in  full  confidence  that 
the  embarkation  will  be  expedited  as  much  as  the 
circumstances  will  admit.' 

With  regard  to  the  information,  that  a  deliberate 
combination  hasbcen  formed  to  plunderthe  city  of  New 
York,  I  have  to  observe,  that  the  intelligence  appears 
to  me  not  to  be  well-founded ;  at  least,  no  intimations 
of  the  kind  had  ever  before  come  to  my  knowledge  ; 
and  I  can  assure  your  Kxcellency.  that  such  arrange- 
ments have  been  made,  as  will,  in  my  opinion,  not  only 
utterly  discountenance,  but  efTectualty  prevent,  any 
outrage  or  disorder,  unless  the  evacuation  should  be 
delayed  until  a  much  larger  number  of  people  shall  be 
collected  from  the  country,  than  have  been  assembled 
as  yet  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  town  on  its  being 
relinquished  by  your  troops;  in  which  case  the  diffi- 
culty of  establishing  civil  government  and  maintaining 
good  order  may  be  greatly  increased. 

'  "  It  I  have  propel  uninnco  tlul  we  shall  retuo  a  free  sad  uninterTupled 
tiaeof  (he  >hip  jtaril  and  Halitil's  wharf  in  New  Voik  ami  the  Bicwt-ry  and 
lisLc  Hoii*ean  l^ong  liland  (wbteh  th«  admiral  repreienlt  u  IniiMpeniahly 
ncccuaiy  (or  the  vliippins  and  »ji:k  Kainco).  until  n«  cau  lie  rcftdy  10  lahc  uut 
final  <iepartU(c.  I  (ball  retire  from  ihiit  city  and  ftgm  BruoklyD  on  Tuevlay 
neat  at  noon,  or  a*  aoon  after  aa  wind  and  wc^lher  may  petnlil." — Cttrlet»H  U 
W^thingtem,  [9  Hovcmbef,  1783. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel  Walker  will  have  the  honor  to 
deliver  this  letter  to  your  Excellency,  and  to  assure 
you  of  the  respectful  consideration  with  which 

I  am,  Sir,  &c.' 


TO  JAMES    McHENRY, 

Dear  Sir:  rHiLADEi.i>HiA.  Dec.  ioA.  178}. 

After  seeing  the  backs  of  the  British  Forces  turned 
upon  us,  and  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  New  York 
put  into  peaceable  possession  of  their  Capitol,  I  set 
out  for  this  place.  On  Monday  next  1  expect  to  leave 
the  city,  and  by  slow  traveling  arrive  at  Halliniore  on 
Wednesday,  where  I  will  spend  one  day  and  then  pro- 
ceed to  Annapolis  and  get  translated  into  a  private 
Citizen.     I  am  your  &c.'' 

'  The  evacuAltAii  wx  po*lp«il«<l  far  two  dajrt  b^  ba^  wekther,  but  on  tli« 
tnoming  of  the  ajih  of  Novembet,  the  troops,  who  had  come  iluwn  (ram  Wc^i 
Point,  marched  from  Hacrirm  to  ihe  Bnwrry,  in  ihc  upper  part  ot  the  cily  ol 
New  York.  Here  tlicjr  remaineJ  till  about  one  v'clo<.'k,  when  the  British  troops 
left  the  poHt  in  ihoi  quancr.  and  the  American  iroopt  immciliatcly  marched 
into  the  city.  WashiD^^oit  and  CUnlon  followed,  escarled  bjrihc  dvil  offitrrsof 
tke  Statu  and  many  dtticoa.  Id  tbcevminc  Ibe  Governor  gave  a  public  dinoer 
at  Frauocca'  Tavern,  at  which  Wattilngion  and  hii  general  olfi  ire  is  were  pracni. 
An  account  of  the  evacuation,  with  the  addrewict  and  repliei,  may  be  found  in 
the  Ataitiui/  ff  thr  Cerp^rati^n  «/  ike  Oty  of  Sew  York,  1S70.  On  £>«ccmbct 
3d  WiUiingion  nini-ercly  vrivhed  .Sir  Guy  *nd  hiK  iroopf^  a  "lafe  Jnd  pieaaani 

An  afTccting  account  of  the  manner  in  which  hetooVleareof  iheofliccrs,  wbo 
Itad  so  long  been  hit  associates  in  arms.  Is  coniaineil  In  Monhnl)'*  Lift  */ 
WajhtHi^jfit,  voL  iv,,  p.  614.  Ill  all  the  pHni:ipal  towns  Lhiough  wbick  be 
pancd.  on  his  way  to  AnuajKilis.  wbere  Co^nErcsn  wai  wuemblinf;,  lie  wat  met 
with  the  con|[niLulatioiH  nf  hit  fcUow-ciliiens,  and  addreuct  vtt*  presented  to 
hira  by  many  public  bodie*,  includinK  the  leipvUtarcs  of  New  Jeraey,  Pcnniyl- 
vania,  and  Maryland  :  the  American  rhUmophica)  Society,  and  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania;  the  citieens  of  townt  in  their  corporate  capacity,  religiouf 
toeictict,  and  various  i  Uicorparatcd  aMociation*. 

'  l\\.  ).  W.  M.  t,ee.  of  the  Maryland  Hiikionta]  Society,  ji.»e  me  this  fram  a 
printed  copy,  in  a  lale  of  auiographo  from  the  McHenry  pajwirt,  at  Baltimore. 
December.  I$i9,  where  the  letter  brought  tai.    Iluoi  {irintcd  in  the  ffin^titmi 
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TO   THE    PRESIDENT    OF   CONGRESS. 
3i|{  Akkapous.  ao  December.  178}. 

1  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  inform  Cong^ress 
of  my  arrival  in  this  city,  with  the  intention  of  asking 
leave  to  resign  the  commission  I  have  the  honor  of 
holding  in  their  service.  It  is  essential  for  me  to 
know  their  pleasure,  and  In  what  manner  it  will  be 
most  proper  to  offer  my  resignation,  whether  in  writing, 
or  at  an  audience.  I  shall  therefore  request  to  be 
honored  with  the  necessary  information,  that,  being 
apprized  of  the  sentiments  of  Congress,  I  may  regulate 
my  conduct  accordingly.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.' 


Magniiu,  lii..  361.  ADilinthc  Afagatine  cf  A Mtrican  ffiitsTy,  r.,  isg,  but  la 
Ifae  latter  cuse  it  <»&&  not  known  to  whom  the  letter  wai  written. 

'  A  oommittcc,  c<>iii|>o»«d  of  JeScraon,  Ucny,  and  McIicDTy.  prcpued  t]i« 
fblloirinii  retKirt,  which  vai  udoplcd  by  Coni^reM  ; 

'*  Resolved  Thu  the  order  far  the  imblie  mudienccol  Ccneekl  WuhJnglon  be 
ufoOows: 

"  I.  The  Prendcnt  and  meiR^ets  are  to  be  Mated  and  covered  and  the  Secy. 
10  be  »tandin£  bj  the  dd«  ci  ibe  pe«iidesi. 

"  s.  Tbe  arriTBl  of  the  gencnd  is  to  be  announced  by  the  Mcacngcr  to  Uk 
Secy.— nbu  U  (hereupon  to  introdace  the  general  attended  by  hit  Aidt  to  the 
ball  o£  CoagrCM. 

' '  3.  Tbe  general  being  couductcil  10  a  chair  by  the  Secy.  ■•  to  be  icated 
with  an  Aid  on  each  side  litanding  and  tbe  Secy,  w  to  reconic  bit  place. 

"  4,  After  a  proper  time  Ini  (lie  arrangement  of  apectnton  lilence  is  Co  bfi 
ordered  by  the  Secy.— if  necesuTj  and  the  prcndcnl  ittoaddicu  the  geatnilin 
the  following  words ; 

"  'Sir,  TheUolled  States  In  Congreu  assembled  are  prepared  lo  receive  your 
cominu  n  ica  I  ioni. ' 

"  Where  upon  the  sencral  i>  (o  arise  and  addrcu  CongtCM.  after  which  be  U 
to  deliver  hi^  Commiiidnn  and  aeopyaf  bin  addTe«it  to  Ihepresideni. 

"  ;.  The  genetol  having  resumed  tiia  place  llic  Picsidcot  i»  to  dclirer  the 
answer  of  Congrets  which  (he  grncral  in  to  reccire  mndine- 

*•  £l  The  i'rwident  having  6nikheil,  the  Seey.  ta  to  dehver  (he  general  a  copy 
of  tlic  answer  and  the  general  li  (hen  to  take  his  leave. 

"  When  tbe  general  rite*  to  make  bit  addreu  and  olw  when  be  retlrei  he  i>  to 
bow  to  Congrcn,  wbicb  they  arc  to  return  by  ooeovering  witbonl  bowing,  ss 
December,  1783." 

B3 
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TO    BARON    .STEUBEN. 
Mv  DEAR  Baron.  Annatolk.  «j  UecembCT,  1783. 

Although  I  have  taken  frequent  opportunities,  both 
in  public  and  private,  of  acknowledging  your  great 
zeal,  attention,  and  abilities,  in  performing  the  duties 
of  your  office  ;  yet  I  wish  to  make  use  of  this  last  mo- 
ment of  my  public  life  to  signify,  in  the  strongest 
terms,  my  entire  approbation  of  your  conduct,  and  to 
express  my  sense  of  the  obligations  the  public  is  un- 
der to  you,  for  your  faithful  and  meritorious  services. 

I  beg  you  will  be  convinced,  my  dear  Sir,  that  I 
should  rejoice  if  it  could  ever  be  in  my  power  to 
serve  you  more  essentially,  than  by  expressions  of  re- 
gard and  affection ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  1  am  per- 
suaded you  will  not  be  displeased  with  this  farewell 
token  of  my  sincere  friendship  and  esteem  for  you. 

This  is  the  last  letter  I  shall  write,  while  I  continue 
in  the  service  of  my  country.  The  hour  of  my  resig- 
nation is  fixed  at  twelve  to  day  ;  after  which,  1  shall 
become  a  private  citizen  on  the  banks  of  the  Poto- 
mac, where  I  shall  be  g!ad  to  embrace  you,  and  tes- 
tify the  great  esteem  and  consideration  with  which  I 
am,  my  dear  Baron.  &c 


GBKERAL   WASHINflTON  S   ADDRESS  TO  CONGRESS  ON 
RESIGNING   HI.S  COMMISSION.* 

ANNAiMjLts,  as  Daeenbcf,  1783. 
Mr.  Presidekt, 

The  great  events,  on  which  my  resignation  depended, having  at 

length  laken  place,  1  have  now  tlie  honor  of  otfeniig  my  sincere 

>  The  original  of  thin  «ddrew  b  in  the  Hacyland  llUtonol  Socieljr,  u  Mt  of 
the  McHcnry  MSS.  Mr.  Lee.  ilic  llbraiian,  says  it  is  til  in  W«!Lhiii^tan\  writ- 
ing,  and  lie  hu  nuted  fur  roe  tome  «lteniliuai  which  are  aoi  without  inl«rect. 
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coognttulattons  to  Congress,  and  of  presenting  inyscU  before 
them,  10  surrender  into  their  hands  che  trust  committed  to  rae, 
and  to  claim  the  indulgence  of  retiring'  from  the  Service  of  my 
Country. 

Happy  in  the  conflnnation  of  our  tndcpendence  and  Sover* 
eignty,  and  pleased  with  the  opportunity  afforded  the  United 
States  of  becoming  a  respectable  nation,'  1  resign  with  satisfac- 
tion tlie  appointment  I  accepted  with  diffidence  ;  a  diffidence  in 
my  abilities  to  accomplish  so  arduous  a  taalt^  which,  however,  was 
superseded  by  a  conlidencc  in  the  rectitude  of  our  cause,  the 
support  of  the  supreme  Power  of  the  Union,  and  the  patronage 
of  Heaven. 

The  successful  termination  of  the  war  has  verilied  the  most 
sanguine  expectations  ;  and  my  gratitude  for  the  interposition  of 
Providence,  and  the  assistaace  1  have  received  from  my  Country- 
men, encreases  with  every  review  of  the  momentous  contest. 

While  I  repeat  my  obligations  to  the  Army  in  general,  I  !ihould 
do  injustice  to  my  own  feelings  not  to  acknowledge,  in  this  place, 
the  peculiar  ociYices  and  distinguished  merits  of  the  Oemlemcn, 
who  have  been  attached  to  my  person  during  the  war.  It  waa 
impossible  that  the  choice  of  confidential  officers  to  compose 
my  family  should  have  been  more  fortunate.  Permit  me,  Sir,  to 
recommend  in  particular  those,  who  have  continued  in  Service 
to  the  present  moment,  as  worthy  of  the  favorable  notice  atld 
patronage  of  Congress. 

I  consider  it  an  indispensable  duty  to  cloKe  thU  last  solemn 
act  of  my  official  life,  by  commending  the  Interests  of  our  dearest 
country  to  the  protection  of  Almighty  God,  and  those  who  have 
the  superintendence*  of  them  to  his  holy  keeping. 

Having  DOW  finished  the  work  assigned  me,  I  retire  from  the 
great  theatre  of  action  ;  and,  bidding  an  al^eciionate '  farewell  to 
this  august  body,  under  whose  orders  I  have  so  long  acted,  I  here 
oflfer  my  commission,  and  take  my  *  leave  of  all  the  employments 
of  public  life.* 

^^m—^       — .^ . ^_ 

-   '  "  tcquett  pcrmiKfion  to  retire,"  . 

'  "  u  well  lu  in  the  con  tern  pUtion  of  our  pnnpects  of  national  happinesn." 
•  " direction."  •  "sndlinal."  *  "ultimate  lcm»e." 

*"  If  nijr  comtniuioD  vt  not  ncceaury  for  the  files  o(  CongrcM,  I  ■bouM  be 

glad  to  have  it  ttqxoiilcd  among  my  own  papen.     ll  mijp  ictre  my  grand- 
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TO    JONATHAN    TKUMBULL,    JUNIOR. 

Uouirr  VxutON,  s  JUBuy,  1784.' 

Dear  Trumbull. 

Your  obliging  letter  of  the  15th  of  November  did 
not  reach  me  until  some  days  after  wc  had  taken 
possession  of  the  city  of  New  York.  The  scene,  that 
followed,  of  festivity,  congratulation,  addresses,  and 
resignation,  must  be  my  apology  for  not  replying  to 
it  sooner. 

I  sincerely  thank  you  for  the  copy  of  the  address 
of  Governor  Trumbull  to  the  General  Assembly  and 
freemen  of  your  State.'  The  sentiments  contained 
ia  it  are  such,  as  would  do  honor  to  a  patriot  of  any 
age  or  nation ;  at  least  they  are  too  coincident  with 
my  own,  not  to  meet  with  my  warmest  approbation. 
Be  so  good  as  to  present  my  most  cordial  respects  to 

tUtdrtn,  tom«  fifty  m  kn  hundred  yean  hence,  for  t  iheme  to  ruoiliute  open, 
if  'i<Kth«uld  be  contcmplotivelydupotcd." — Wafkingt^n  te  CMar/ti  TAitmion, 
13  January.  1734- 

Front  Mr.  J'hamfcn't  Jltffy. — "  With  mpect  to  your  MjntuM'uiMi,  I  have  to 
Inform  you,  that,  prcwions  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  it  hjid  1»ecn  in  <icitatIoa 
among  ihc  nir<nber\  to  have  an  order  pused  (or  returning  it  lo  yoo  in  a  gold 
boi.  A  motion  hu  according^  bMa  made  to  thai  efffct,  irhich  wai  received 
«ilh  getienil  approbation,  and  referred  lo  a  commitlce  to  be  drawn  up  in 
proper  tennt.  The  commiiiee  have  not  yet  reported.  Hut  1  have  not  the  leait 
dnuht  of  iti  being;  returned  to  you  in  a  way,  that  will  be  talittaelory  ;  and  I 
liortily  wiiih,  llial  this  Mcred  depotft  may  he  preserved  by  your  thiSdrtn  and 
children's  children  lo  the  tatrsi  posterity,  and  may  prove  an  incentive  to  Ihm 
to  oHiulale  the  virtue*  of  their  worthy  and  jfrcat  progenitor." — Annapoli*.  Feb- 
ruary 71b. 

Thit  intention  it  ceenawoi  newr  fulfilled.  The  ori{[lnal  commiuion  wu 
letaincd,  and  ia  deposited  in  the  flepanincni  of  State  of  the  Uniled  Slates. 

'  WaxLin);l()n  arriveil  al  Moinul  Vernon  oil  Ihe  day  heforc  ChritlinaK. 

*  An  oddreuof  Covemni  TTumbull  to  the  AMCniblyof  Connecticut,  in  Oelo- 
b»,  1783,  dcdiniiii:  a  rc>c)eclion.  He  was  then  in  the  scventy'tbird  year  of 
his  vgt,  and  had  been  govemni  of  Connecticut  (ourteen  jrearr. 
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the  Governor,  and  let  him  know,  that  jt  is  my  wish, 
the  mutual  friendship  and  esteem,  which  have  been 
planted  and  fostered  in  the  tumult  of  public  life,  may 
not  wither  and  die  in  the  serenity  of  retirement.  TcU 
him,  we  should  rather  amuse  our  evening  hours  of 
life  in  cultivating  the  tender  plants,  and  bringing 
them  to  perfection,  before  they  are  transplanted  to  a 
happier  clime. 

Notwithstanding  the  jealous  and  contracted  temper, 
which  seems  to  prevail  in  some  of  the  States,  yet  I 
cannot  but  hope  and  believe,  that  the  good  sense  of 
the  people  will  ultimately  get  the  better  of  their  preju- 
dices ;  and  that  order  and  sound  policy,  though  they 
do  not  come  so  soon  as  one  would  wish,  will  be  pro- 
duced from  the  present  unsettled  and  deranged  state 
of  public  affairs.  Indeed,  1  am  happy  to  observe,  that 
the  political  disposition  is  actually  meliorating  every 
day.  Several  of  the  States  have  manifested  an  incti* 
nation  to  invest  Congress  with  more  ample  powers  ; 
most  of  the  legislatures  appear  disposed  to  do  perfect 
justice ;  and  the  Assembly  of  this  commonwealth  have 
just  complied  with  the  requisitions  of  Congress,  and 
I  am  informed,  without  a  dissentent  voice.  Every 
thing,  my  dear  Trumbull,  will  come  right  at  last,  as  we 
have  often  prophesied.  My  only  fear  is,  that  we  shall 
lose  a  little  reputation  first.' 

'  Sotn«  puts  of  Governor  TntmbuU't  nddfos  had  not  been  acceptable  to  the 
majoriiy  of  the  kgislalurc.  He  hod  spoken  of  the  nccc^f^lly  of  enlarging  itic 
|iowen  of  Congreci,  and  of  ttrengthening  the  atmof  govcrnroenl.  The  fallow. 
in|[  ia  a  parnciapli  of  the  rtpl^  npoitcd  b^  *  conniittca  of  llic  Cenenl  Aasem- 
bly.  wttjcli  wax  rejccieil  by  Ibe  lowci  houM  : 

"  Thai  the  acerccarf  r«qiie«l  Af  hU  Ezoellcncy  a  copf  of  hb  addrest,  thai  it 
VKKf  be  publtahcd,  which  ihia  Aascmlily  art  eapeciaUy  ilnirout  of,  u  ibcy  con- 
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After  having  passed,  with  as  much  prosperity  as 
could  be  expected,  through  the  career  of  public  life, 
I  have  now  reached  the  goal  of  domestic  enjoyment  ; 
in  which  state,  I  assure  you  I  find  your  good  wishes 
most  acceptable  to  mc.  The  family  at  Mount  Vernon 
joins  in  the  same  compliments  and  cordiality,  with 
which  1  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mount  Veiwok,  14  Juraair.  1784. 

Sir, 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  letter  of  the 
28th  ultimo  by  Mr.  Godin,  and  beg  your  Excellency 
to  be  persuaded,  that  1  shall  always  be  happy  m 
opportunities  of  showing  every  suitable  attention  to 
foreigners  and  gentlemen  of  such  distinction,  as  those 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  introduce  to  my  acquaintance. 

I  am  truly  sensible,  Sir,  that  the  extract  from  the 
instructions  of  the  executive  of  Pennsylvania  to  their 

sidcr  tboM-  tmportani  principle*  of  jnntice,  benevolcnc«,  and  rabordfn4t{oa  to 
Uw.  iherein  incnlcaicd,  as  contlituiing  the  only  solid  bkiU  upon  vtliicb  tocial 
happiness  can  be  estAbIiih«d,  and  cberefore  d«£«rvlng  Ihe  xcrious  attanlloa  oC 
the  good  people  of  [he  Sidle." 

Upon  ibia  paragraph  Mr.  Trumbull  remarkfNJ  in  hU  letici  (o  Goneml  Wa 
ingtOA  :  "  It  was  r«je«:I«<l,  lest,  by  ulojilinjf  il.  lh«y  ihould  seem  to  convey  t« 
the  people  an  idea  of  their  cflncurring  with  the  poliitcal  tcniiTnenis  contained 
in  tbr  addreu  ;  so  exceedingly  jealous  is  the  ipirit  of  (hii  Stale  nt  prexenl  re> 
spectinK  Ihe  powers  and  the  cnjtagcments  of  Coiigrcsf,  arisiu);  prindpully  (rum 
their  avenion  to  the  lialf.pny  and  commuiaiion  granted  lo  the  army  ;  princi- 
pally I  cay  arikiog  (rom  thii  cauie.  It  is  but  tcMtnie,  that  some  few  are  wicked 
tnongh  to  hope,  that,  by  meant  of  this  ciamor,  ihey  may  be  able  to  rid  them-, 
•elve*  of  the  whole  jmlilic  debt,  by  introducing  m  tnoch  (niDfiuioa  into  pvbli 
meamre^t,  a«  shall  cvcntnally  produce  a  general  abolition  of  the  whole." — MS, 
Lttltr,  November  ij,  17SJ, 
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delegates  contains  another  most  flattering  proof  of 
the  favorable  opinion  they  are  pleased  to  entertain 
of  my  past  services.  Every  repeated  mark  of  the 
approbation  of  my  fellow  citizens,  (especially  of  those 
invested  with  so  dignified  an  appointment,)  demands 
my  particular  acknowledgment.  Under  this  impres- 
sion, 1  cannot  but  feel  the  greatest  obligations  to  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania.  But,  as  my  sentiments  on  the  subject 
of  their  Instructions  have  been  long  and  well  known 
to  the  public,  1  need  not  repeat  them  to  your  Excel- 
lency on  the  present  occasion.'      •     •     • 

'  Ttic  iattruclioiis  o(  Uic  Supreme  Executive  Coundl  of  PennijrJvKnia  to  tlic 
delcgacct  in  Congrcu  fiom  [hki  Si&ic  contained  the  follonrins  cUuk  : 

"  Though  )ii«  Excdiencjr  Cetieral  Wiuhiegion  propowt  in  a  bhort  time  in 
retire,  yet  hii  illiulrioui  acliona  tnJ  vinuo  icndei  Ilia  character  w  strlcndid 
and  venerable,  that,  it  u  highly  probable,  ihe  admiration  and  entccni  of  the 
world  may  make  hit  lifv  in  a  vrr^-  onsideiabW  de|;rce  public,  as  Dumber* 
will  be  dcnroua  of  seeing  (he  great  and  good  man,  who  haa  k>  emincittly  coo- 
iribuled  lolhe  happine»  of  a  natloa.  His  ver^  lerrices  to  bis  couatiy  tnay 
ikccvfoie  sutfjecl  him  to  expenses,  unlesa  he  penaits  her  gratilude  to  iDtcrpOM. 

"  We  are  [lerfcctly  acqn^ntcd  with  the  disinlcrcatcdneu  and  gcncranty  of 
his  soel.  He  thinks  htmirlE  amply  rytrii«ri//.f  for  at]  htK  labonaad  cares,  by  the 
tove  and  prosperity  ol  hit  fellow  ciiiicni.  It  ik  true,  no  rewanU  they  canbe- 
ttovcanbc  equal  la  his  meritt>.  Bat  they  ought  not  tn  suffer  those  merits  to  be 
burlheniuHne  to  bim.  We  are  convinced  thut  Ihe  people  i>(  Pcniuylvama  would 
regttt  such  a  coiMetiuenct, 

"  We  nre  aware  of  the  delicacy,  with  which  this  nibjecl  most  be  lieated. 
But  relyi»g  upoit  (he  good  iicn»t  ol  Cou)>rtM,  we  wisli  it  may  oarage  Iheu  early 
attcntioo." — Fkcerobcr  (6,  1783, 

As  one  of  the  dtlejjates  of  Penn«ylvaDia,  President  Mifflin  fofwarrted  this 
pspcr  to  General  Washington.  The  brief  reply  in  the  above  Icller  prevented 
111  Iieiiiy  laid  before  Congms.  Thai  reply,  indeed,  wis  accordant  wiUi  Wi 
principles  and  determinnlion,  mode  known  when  he  received  his  catninistion 
iu  the  array.  It  wbh  then  his  fi«e<l  inirpuse  lo  receive  no  compensation 
from  his  country  fnr  his  lerrices,  To  his  resolution  he  ligidly  .-iilbered,  never 
•ihibiting  any  other  claima,  than  the  simple  amounl  of  his  cipentes  while  he 
held  his  commusion  and  was  in  ictual  employment. — Spurkt. 


V 


TO    BENJAMIN    HARRISON,    COVRRNOR    OF    VIRGINIA. 

My  dear  Sir.  "»"«  vbrjcw.  i8  j.«««t.  i?a4.' 

1  have  just  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  letter 
of  the  8th.  For  the  friendly  and  affectionate  terms, 
in  which  you  have  welcomed  my  return  to  this  coun- 
try and  to  private  life,  and  for  the  favorable  light  in 
which  you  are  pleased  to  consider  and  express  your 
sense  of  my  past  services,  you  have  my  warmest  and 
most  grateful  acknowledgments. 

That  the  prospect  before  us  is,  as  you  justly  ob- 
serve, fair,  none  can  deny  ;  but  what  use  we  shall  make 
of  it  is  exceedingly  problematical  ;  not  but  that  I  be- 
lieve all  things  will  come  right  at  last,  but  like  a  young 
heir,  come  a  little  prematurely  to  a  large  inheritance, 
we  shall  wanton  and  mn  riot  until  we  have  brought 
our  reputation  to  the  brink  of  ruin,  and  then  like  him 
shall  have  to  labor  with  the  current  of  opinion,  when 
CGmpelled  perhaps  to  do  what  prudence  and  common 
policy  pointed  out,  as  plain  as  any  problem  in  Euclid, 
in  the  first  instance. 


>  Wkibinpon  bad  no uoner  reached  Mount  Vcrcian  th.in  he  was  ortrwheliikeil 
bj  applicatioiu  fTam  many  lources for  hu  aid  and  countenance.  Tlic  man- 
ner in  which  the  anny  had  b««n  dtihanded  appealed  lo  his  ij'mpaUtles,  ajid  be 
wat  ever  readjr  lo  lii.(cn  lo  tbc  applicolion  of  thoae  who  had  served  under  kini, 
and  with  whoK  acnico  and  wnnii  he  wai  acquainted.  In  ihii  rauch  tact  and 
discriminaiion  were  neccsiary.  He  wik  now  a  private  cilbon.  wiihoal  call  upon 
ctllkct  CongtcM,  or  lli«  Statn,  and  4>l«nftibl)'  oE  no  wrdght  in  dcicntijiunc 
public  qucxtinna  u(  ur^ng  private  claim*.  Vrl  he  vrnuld  have  had  no  lime  for 
olher  occupation  had  lie  atiempted  to  do  wlui  nos  asked  ai  him.  In  addition 
Co  hi*  iii'cndly  Gormpondcncc^a  heavy  tAx  ou  hit  time  and  birengih,  be  ma 
asked  lo  write  eadaneiuenU  and  [e<.-oiiimi!ndaii*jni.  stand  npuiuurto  books  on 
every  topic,  tuhtcribe  nioney  la  all  ntaniicr  of  undertaking,  and  loan  it  to  th« 
needy.  I  could  £11  iiro  valumci  wiih  hit  tc|ilic3,  but  hare  been  compelled  to 
omit  many  that  Mr,  Sparbt  printed  in  his  colleciion,  for  iho  form,  always  in  {•ood 
ta«le  and  diiL-ie6on,  wa«  MMnewbat  itcrcotypcd  ;  and  I  tbougbl,  with  fo  many 
other  Irilen  of  inieieil,  I  cauld  best  Mcrilicc  niaay  of  thtt  dcKrlptlou. 
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The  disinclination  of  the  individual  States  to  yield 
competent  powers  to  Congress  for  the  federal  govern- 
ment, their  unreasonable  jealousy  of  that  body  and  of 
one  another,  and  the  disposition,  which  seems  to  per- 
vade each,  of  being  all-wise  and  all-powerful  within 
itself,  will,  if  there  is  not  a  change  in  the  system,  be 
our  downfall  as  a  nation.  This  is  as  clear  to  me  as 
the  A,  B.  C  ;  and  I  think  we  have  opposed  Great 
Britain,  and  have  arrived  at  the  present  state  of  peace 
and  independency,  to  very  little  purpose,  if  we  can- 
not conquer  our  own  prejudices.  The  powers  of 
Europe  begin  to  see  this,  and  our  newly  acquired 
friends,  the  British,  are  already  and  professedly  act- 
ing upon  this  ground  ;  and  wisely  too,  if  we  are  de- 
termined to  persevere  in  our  folly.  They  know  that 
individual  opposition  to  their  measures  is  futile,  and 
boast  that  wc  arc  not  sufficiently  united  as  a  nation 
to  give  a  general  one  !  Is  not  the  indignity  alone  of 
this  declaration,  while  we  are  in  the  very  act  of  peace- 
making and  conciliation,  suftictent  to  stimulate  us  to 
vest  more  extensive  and  adequate  powers  in  the 
sovereign  of  these  United  States? 

For  my  own  part,  although  I  am  returned  to.  and 
am  now  mingled  with,  the  class  of  private  citizens. 
and  like  them  must  suffer  all  the  evils  of  a  tyranny, 
or  of  too  great  an  extension  of  federal  powers.  1  have 
no  fears  arising  from  this  source.  In  my  mind ;  but  I 
have  many,  and  powerful  ones  indeed,  which  predict 
the  worst  consequences,  from  a  half-starved,  limping 
government,  that  appears  to  be  always  moving  upon 
crutches,  and  tottering  at  every  step.  Men  chosen  as 
the  delegates  in   Congress  are,  cannot  officially  be 
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dangerous.  They  depend  upon  the  breath,  nay,  they 
arc  so  much  the  creatures  of  the  people,  under  the 
present  constitution,  that  they  can  have  no  views, 
(which  could  possibly  be  carried  into  execution,)  nor 
any  interests  distinct  from  those  of  their  constituents. 
My  political  creed,  therefore,  is,  to  be  wise  in  the 
choice  of  delegates,  support  them  like  gentlemen 
while  they  are  our  representatives,  give  them  compe- 
tent powers  for  all  federal  purposes,  support  them  in 
the  due  exercise  thereof,  and,  lastly,  to  compel  them 
to  close  attendance  in  Congress  during  their  delega- 
tion. These  things,  under  the  present  mode  for  and 
termination  of  elections,  aided  by  annual  instead  of 
constant  sessions,  would,  or  1  am  exceedingly  mis- 
taken, make  us  one  of  the  most  wealthy,  happy,  re- 
spectable, and  powerful  nations,  that  ever  inhabited 
the  terrestrial  globe.  Without  them,  we  shall,  in  my 
opinion,  soon  be  every  thing  which  Is  the  direct  re- 
verse of  them. 

I  shall  look  for  you,  in  the  first  part  of  next  month, 
with  such  other  friends  as  may  incline  to  accompany 
you,  with  great  pleasure,  being,  with  best  respects  to 
Mrs.  Harrison,  in  which  Mrs.  Washington  joins  mc, 
dear  Sir.  &c 


TO    THE    MAKQUIS    UE    LAKAV£TTE. 


Moi'NT  Vkrnow,  t  FebruMy,  1764. 

At  length,  my  dear  Marquis,  I  am  become  a  private 
citizen  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac ;  and  under  the 
shadow  of  my  own  vine  and  my  own  fig-tree,  free  from 


the  bustle  of  a  camp,  and  the  busy  scenes  of  public 
life,  I  am  solacinj^  myself  with  those  tranquil  enjoy- 
ments, of  which  the  soldier,  who  is  ever  in  pursuit  of 
fame,  the  statesman,  whose  watchful  days  and  sleep* 
less  nights  are  spent  in  devising  schemes  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  his  own,  perhaps  the  ruin  of  other 
countries,  as  if  this  globe  was  insufficient  for  us  all, 
and  the  courtier,  who  is  always  watching  the  counte- 
nance of  his  prince,  in  hopes  of  catching  a  gracious 
smile,  can  have  very  little  conception.  I  have  not 
only  retired  from  all  public  employments,  but  I  am  re- 
tiring within  myself,  and  shall  be  able  to  view  the  soli- 
tary walk,  and  tread  the  paths  of  private  life,  with 
heartfelt  satisfaction.  Envious  of  none,  I  am  deter- 
mined to  be  pleased  with  alt ;  and  this,  my  dear  friend, 
being  the  order  for  my  march,  1  will  move  gently 
down  the  stream  of  life,  until  I  sleep  with  my  fathers. 
Except  an  introductory  letter  or  two,  and  one  coun- 
termanding my  request  respecting  plate.  I  have  not 
written  to  you  since  the  middle  of  October  by  Gen- 
eral Duportail.  To  inform  you,  at  this  late  hour,  that 
the  city  of  New  York  was  evacuated  by  the  British 
forces  on  the  25th  of  November;  that  the  American 
troops  took  possession  of  it  the  same  day,  and  deliv- 
ered it  over  to  the  civil  authority  of  the  State:  that 
good  order,  contrary  to  the  expectation  and  predic- 
tions of  General  Carleton,  his  officers,  and  all  the  loy- 
alists, was  immediately  established ;  and  that  the 
harbor  of  New  York  was  finally  cleared  of  the  British 
flag  about  the  5th  or  6th  of  December,  would  be  an 
insult  to  your  intelligence.       And  t]iat  1  remained 


348 


THE  WRITINGS  OF 


[1784 


eight  days  in  New  York  after  we  took  possession  of 
the  city ;  that  I  was  very  much  hurried  during  that 
time,  which  was  the  reason  I  did  not  write  to  you 
from  thence;  that,  taking  Philadelphia  in  my  way,  I 
was  obliged  to  remain  there  a  week  ;  that  at  Annapo- 
lis, where  Congress  were  then  and  are  now  sitting,  1 
did,  on  the  23d  of  December  present  them  my  com- 
mission, and  made  them  my  last  bow,  and  on  the  eve 
of  Christmas  entered  these  doors  an  older  man  by 
near  nine  years  than  when  I  left  them,  is  very  unin- 
teresting to  any  but  myself.  Since  that  period,  wc 
have  been  fast  locked  up  in  frost  and  snow,  and  ex- 
cluded in  a  manner  from  all  kinds  of  intercourse,  the 
winter  having  been,  and  still  continues  to  be.  ex- 
tremely severe. 

I  have  now  to  acknowledge  and  thank  you  for  your 
favors  of  the  22d  of  July  and  Sth  of  September,  both 
of  which,  although  the  first  is  of  old  date,  have  come 
to  hand  since  my  letter  to  you  of  October.  The 
accounts  contained  therein  of  the  political  and  com- 
mercial  state  of  affairs,  as  they  respect  America,  are 
interesting,  and  I  wish  I  could  add,  that  they  were 
altogether  satisfactory  ;  and  the  agency  you  have  had 
in  both,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  free  ports  in 
France,  is  a  fresh  evidence  of  your  unwearied  endeav- 
ors to  serve  this  country  ;  but  there  is  no  part  of  your 
letters  to  Congress,  my  dear  Marquis,  which  bespeaks 
the  excellence  of  your  heart  more  plainly,  than  that 
which  contains  those  noble  and  generous  sentiments 
on  the  justice  which  is  due  to  the  faithful  friends  and 
servants  of  the  public.      But  [  must  do  Congress  the 
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justice  to  declare,  that,  as  a  body,  I  believe  there  is 
every  disposition  in  them,  not  only  to  acknowledge 
the  merits,  but  to  reward  the  services  of  the  army. 
There  is  a  contractedness,  1  am  sorry  to  add,  in  some 
of  the  States,  from  whence  all  our  difficulties  on  this 
head  proceed  ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  good 
sense  and  perseverance  of  the  rest  will  ultimately  pre- 
vail, as  the  spirit  of  meantuss  is  beginning  to  subside. 
From  a  letter,  which  I  have  just  received  from  the 
governor  of  this  State,  I  expect  him  here  in  a  few 
days,  when  I  shall  not  be  unmindful  of  what  you  have 
written  about  the  bust,  and  will  endeavor  to  have 
matters  respecting  it  placed  on  their  proper  basis.  I 
thank  you  most  sincerely,  my  dear  Marquis,  for  your 
kind  invitation  to  your  house,  if  I  should  come  to 
Paris.  At  present  I  sec  but  little  prospect  of  such  a 
voyage.  The  deranged  situation  of  my  private  con- 
cerns, occasioned  by  an  absence  of  almost  nine  years, 
and  an  entire  disregard  of  all  private  business  during 
that  period,  will  not  only  suspend,  but  may  put  it  for 
ever  out  of  my  power  to  gratify  this  wish.  This  not 
being  the  case  with  you.  come  with  Madame  de 
Lafayette,  and  view  me  in  my  domestic  walks.  I 
have  often  told  you,  and  repeat  it  again,  that  no  man 
could  receive  you  in  them  with  more  friendship  and 
affection  than  1  should  do ;  in  which  I  am  sure  Mrs. 
Washington  would  cordially  join  me.  Wc  unite  in 
respectful  compliments  to  your  lady,  and  best  wishes 
for  your  little  flock.  With  every  sentiment  of  esteem, 
admiration,  and  love,  I  am,  my  dear  Marquis,  your 
most  affectionate  friend. 
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TO  THOMAS   LEWIS.' 

MODWT  Vkrnok,  I  P«bruai7,  1784, 

Sir, 

After  an  absence  of  almost  nine  years,  and  nearly 
a  total  suspension  of  all  my  private  concerns,  I  am  at 
length  set  down  at  home,  and  am  endeavoring  to 
recover  my  business  from  the  confusion  into  which  it 
has  run  during  that  period. 

Among  other  matters  which  require  my  attention, 
indeed  in  which  I  need  information,  is  the  state  of  the 
Lands  which  1  am  entitled  Co  in  my  own  right,  and 
by  purchase,  under  the  royal  Proclamation  in  i  763, 
(west  of  the  mountains).  My  papers  are  so  mixed, 
and  in  such  disorder  at  this  time,  occasioned  by  fre- 
quent hasty  removals  of  them  out  of  the  way  of  the 
Enemy,  that  I  cannot,  (it  being  likely  too,  that  some 
of  them  are  lost,)  by  the  assistance  of  my  memory, 
come  at  a  thorough  knowledge  of  that  business.  In 
a  Letter  which  1  have  come  across,  from  Capt.  William 
Crawford,  who  appears  to  have  acted  as  your  deputy, 
dated  the  8th  of  May  1774,  I  find  these  words — "  In- 
closed you  have  the  Drafts  of  the  round  Bottom  and 
your  Shurtee's  Land  done  agreeably  to  Mr.  Lewis's 
direction."  For  the  latter,  I  have  found  a  patent 
signed  by  Lord  Dunmore,  the  5th  day  of  July  1774, 
for  2813  acres ;  but  the  other  is  not  in  my  possession, 
and  I  am  unable  from  any  recollection  I  have  of  the 
matter,  to  account  for  it,  unless  it  should  have  been 
arrested  there  by  some  very  ungenerous,  and  unjustifia- 
ble attempts  of  different  people,  at  different  times,  to 

'  Surveyor  of  AugutUL 
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disturb  me  in  my  right  to  it^ — ^a  right,  I  will  venture 
to  say,  which  is  founded  upon  the  first  discovery  of 
the  Land,  the  first  improvement  of  it,  the  first  survey, 
and,  for  ought  I  know,  the  cnly  report  by  authority 
that  ever  was  made  of  it :  which  will  be  found  in  the 
words  of  the  enclosed  copy,  the  recital  of  which.  If 
1  mistake  not  is  in  your  own  hand  writing,  and  the 
whole  with  your  signature. 

[  have  an  imperfect  recollection  that  in  the  year 
1 774. 1  sent  a  young  man  (of  the  name  of  Young,  who 
at  that  time  lived  with  me)  to  you  on  the  business 
of  these  Lands ;  but  not  having  as  yet  met  with  any 
letter  from  you,  or  report  from  him  on  the  subject, 
I  am  unable  with  precision,  to  recollect  the  particular 
matters  with  which  he  was  charged,  or  the  result  of 
his  journey.  This  then  is  one  of  the  points  on  which 
'I  want  information,  and  it  is  one  of  the  inducements 
to  my  giving  you  the  trouble  of  this  letter. 

Another  is.  to  know  If  I  have  any  warrants  in  your 
hands  unexecuted.  It  appearing  from  two  bonds  in  my 
possession,  one  from  a  Capt.  Roots,'  for  3000  acres ; 
the  other  from  Lieut :  (now,  or  lately  the  Rcvd.  Mr.) 
Thruston  for  2000  more :  that  I  ought  (if  I  have  not 
been  neglectful  in  taking  them  out)  to  have  warrants 
somewhere  for  5000  acres  under  the  proclamation  of 
J  763. — of  which  no  locations,  that  have  come  to  my 
knowledge  have  yet  been  made. 

Another  thing  of  which  I  wish  to  be  Informed  is, 
whether  there  arc  any  surveys  or  locations  in  your 
Office,  for  the  Land  immediately  at  the  point  of  fork 

■  Capuin  John  Roota. 
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between  the  litde  Kanhawa  (upper  side)  and  the 
Ohio,  and  in  that  case,  in  whose  names  they  are  made. 
The  reason  for  the  latter  enquiry  is,  that  Capt.  Craw- 
ford, in  a  letter  of  the  1 2th  of  Nov.  1 773.  (an  extract 
from  which  I  herewith  enclose,  as  I  also  do  a  copy  of 
the  survey,  which  he  actually  made  at  that  place.) 
proposed  to  locate  this  spot  for  his  own  benefit  and 
mine.  And  I  am  the  more  sollicitous  in  this  enquiry, 
as  it  appears  by  a  subsequent  Letter  of  his  to  me, 
that  there  was  some  difficulty  in  the  way  of  his  ob< 
taining  a  warrant  from  Lord  Dunmore  for  the  part 
he  expected  to  get  himself.  If  this  difficulty  contin- 
ued to  exist  until  his  death,  so  as  to  prevent  his  loca- 
tion ;  and  provided  there  are  no  better  pretensions 
than  mine  ;  I  should  be  glad  to  lay  the  two  warrants 
before  mentioned  (to  wit,  Roots's  and  Thruston's)  on 
this  spot  I  would  be  understood  however,  explicitly 
to  mean,  that  it  is  not  my  wish,  in  the  smallest  degree 
to  injure  my  much  regretted  friend  Crawford,  or  any 
person  claiming  under  him  by  this  application  ;  but  if 
the  road  is  open,  to  Icam  only  from  you,  by  what 
mode  I  am  to  obtain  it ;  having  the  above  rights  for 
5000  acres,  which  were  in  whole,  or  part,  designed  for 
this. very  spot,  yet  to  locate' 


I 


'  ThU  pArticulftr  ipoi  hail  been  claimed  by  Charles  Smith,  Dr.  Biiicoe,  snd 
kJxo  by  Michael  Crcup,  tA  Mtryland.  "  who  Appear!  to  have  bad  ptetennoM  «f 
some  bind  or  anothrr  to  every  good  spot  in  the  country," 

"  Having  mealioned  ihe  name  u(  Creiap,  it  r«inind&  me  of  another  matter 
which  1  null  atto  requcal  the  (avoi  of  you  to  give  me  iBfonoalion  upoa.  I( 
it,  vhelbcT,  if  he  ha«had  any  surve^i  returned  tithe  Land  Office  of  this  Stale, 
there  n  one  for  about  fire  or  kix  hundred  acres  for  a  tract  which  is  well  known 
and  diKlinguithcd  by  the  oanc  of  (he  Rouod  bottom  on  the  Ohio,  oppoaita  to 
Pipe  Creek,  and  a  llltle  above  a  cicck  called  Caplccmng?   Ilehu,  1  fiikd.  ar- 
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It  might  seem  proper,  before  1  conclude  to  makean 
apology  for  the  trouble  the  compliance  with  these 
several  requests  will  give  you ;  but  persuading  my- 
self you  will  consider  the  situation  I  have  been  in  for 
many  years^  as  a  reasonable  excuse ;  I  conceive  it  is 
altogether  unnecessary,  my  good  Sir,  to  offer  one. 
I  shall  only  request  the  favor  therefore,  of  an  answer, 
and  your  care  of  the  inclosed  letter  to  your  nephew, 
(who  I  find  has  made  one  survey  for  me  in  Botte- 
tourt)  or  to  the  Surveyor  of  that  County. 

On  the  Death  of  your  Brother  Genl.  Lewis.  I  most 
sincerely  condole  with  you,  as  I  had,  while  he  was  living 
a  sincere  friendship  and  regard  for  htm.     I  am,  &c. 

P.  S.  An  answer  under  cover  to  some  acquaint- 
ance of  yours  in  Fredericksg.  or  Richmond,  with  a 
request  to  put  the  Letter  into  the  post  office,  will 
be  certain  of  getting  to  hand — otherwise,  unless  an 
opportunity  shou'd  offer  directly  to  Alexandria,  the 
chances  are  against  my  ever  receiving  it.-     - 


TO  GILBERT    SIMPSON. 

FRCDERtCKlSUlCI,  I3  Yt^nMTj,  1784. 

Mr.  Simpson, 

Having  closed  a!!  my  transactions  with  the  public, 
it  now  behooves  me  to  look  into  my  own  private  busi- 
ness, no  part  of  which  seems  to  call  louder  for  atten- 

resled  my  sarr«y  cf  it  for  jS?  ictm,  moiic  under  oil  th«  l«g^  fufm*,  mid  apoa 
proper  iramnU.  [<M  na  belter  rcunn  that  I  could  crer  learn,  than  because  il 
wu  a  good  botlom,  ttnd  convcnieni  for  htm  to  ponns  it,  ind  hkd  il  in  his 
power  to  do  it  with  tmpunitjr,  " —  Wathin£i(m  ts  y^hn  Jiarvi*,  lo  Kcbnutiy, 
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tion,  than  my  concerns  with  you. —  How  pro6tableour 
partnership  has  becn,^c«  best  can  tell :  and  how  ad- 
vantageous ray  mill  has  been,  none  can  tell  so  well  as 
yourself. 

If  however  I  am  to  credit  the  report,  not  only  of 
one,  but  every  body  from  that  country'.  I  ought  to 
have  a  good  deal  of  wealth  in  your  hands,  arising  from 
the  produce  of  it ;  because  all  agree,  that  it  is  the  best 
mill,  and  has  had  more  custom  than  any  other  on 
the  West  side  the  Alleghaney  Mountains ;  I  expect 
something  very  handsome  therefore  from  that  quarter. 
I  want  a  full  settlement  of  this  account  from  the  be- 
ginning, clearly  stated. — t  also  require  a  full  and  com- 
plete settlement  of  our  Par[t]nership  accounts,  where 
in  every  article  of  debit  is  to  be  properly  supported 
by  vouchers  ;  and  the  sums  receivd,  to  be  mentioned 
for  what,  and  from  whom  they  were  received.  In  a 
word  1  expect  every  thing  relating  to  the  partnership, 
as  well  as  my  individual  and  separate  interests,  will 
appear  clear  and  satisfactory.  And  as  I  expect  to 
leave  home  for  a  pretty  long  trip,  before  or  at  furthest 
by  middle  of  April,  I  think  it  incumbent  upon  you 
to  make  this  settlement  previous  to  it,  especially  as 
the  world  does  not  scruple  to  say  that  you  have  been 
much  more  attentive  to  your  own  interest  than  to 
mine.  But  I  hope  your  accounts  will  give  the  lie  to 
these  reports,  by  shewing  that  something  more  than 
your  own  emolument  was  intended  by  the  partnership  ; 
and  that  you  have  acted  like  an  honest,  industrious 
and  frugal  man,  for  the  mutual  interest  of  us  both  ; 
which  will  justify  the  opinion  I  entertained  of  you  at 
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the  time  of  our  agreement,  and  would  be  complying 
with  the  conditions  and  professed  intention  of  our 
associating  together.' 

This  Letter  will  be  certain  of  getting  into  your 
hands  in  the  course  of  ten  or  twelve  days,  as  it  goes 
by  my  nephew,"  who  I  met  with  at  this  place,  where 
I  had  come  on  a  visit ;  and  who  is  on  his  way  to  Fort 
Pitt,  &c.  The  enclosure  for  Major  Stephenson 
(Brother  to  the  late  Colo.  Crawford)  I  wish  to  have 
put  into  his  own  hands  if  living ;  if  otherwise,  into  the 
hands  of  F.xecutor  or  administrator  of  Colo.  Craw- 
ford ;  as  the  contents  of  it  relate  principally  to  some 
matters  between  that  deceased  Gentleman  and  me. 
I  am,  &c. 


MEMORANDUM   TO   JOHN    LEWIS. 

14  Febnur^,  17B4. 

G.  Washington  would  be  obliged  to  Mr.  Lewis  for  delivering, 
or  causing  to  be  delivered  by  asafe  hand  tlie  Letter  accompanying 
this,  to  Mr.  Gilbert  Simpson,  &  \i  he  goes  by  his  house  to  Fort 
Pitt ;— for  observing  the  size,  A:  condition  of  his  Plantation  9i  the 
Condition  of  the  Mill. — &  for  enquiring  how  many  Tenants  he 
hus  placed  on  the  Land,  for  how  long  a  teim.  &  upon  what  Rents. 
Whether  there  is  any  person  living  upon  a  small  Tract  he  holds  at 
the  Great  Meadows — what  sort  of  sn  Improvement  is  thereon — 
of  whom  (he  person  took  it  and  upon  what  terms — And  should 
Mr.  Lewis  have  a  favorable  opponunity,  the  General  would  be 
obliged  to  him  for  tofonning  those  settlers  upon  his  tract  Wot 

'  In  DficcDtbct,  iBgo,  a  package  of  acvenlf-nine  piece*  of  Vi^nia  p>p«r 
money,  of  varioui  dmominallons,  waa  sold  at  avcllon  in  l^iladelphia,  triih  t 
wtappcr  bearing  an  en(lori«inenI  in  Wasbiitgtcn's  writing,  "  Gtv«n  in  by  Ciilb. 
SitnpMn,  19  Jane,  1794,  to  G.  WaahiD|;too." 

'  John  I.«wis. 
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of  theMonongahela,  on  the  waters  of  Shurtee's  &  Raccoon  creeks ' 
that  he  has  a  patent  for  the  LantI,  dated  the  jth  day  of  July  t774 
— that  he  will  most  assuredly  aasett  his  right  to  it.  But,  in  con- 
sideration of  ihcir  having  made  Impiovemcnta  thereon  ignoranlly, 
or  under  a  mistaken  belief,  founded  in  false  assertions  that  the 
Land  did  not  belong  to  him,  he  is  willing  that  they  should  remain 
upon  it  as  Tenants,  upon  a  just  and  moderate  rent, such  as  he  and 
they  can  agree  upon.  The  like  may  be  said  to  any  Person  or 
Persons  who  may  be  settled  at  a  place  called  the  Kound  BottoiD, 
on  the  Ohio,  oppoiiite  Pipe  Creelc  and  n  little  above  a  Creek 
called  Capleening,  which  ha^  been  surveyed  by  the  county  Surveyor 
of  Augusta  upon  proper  warrants  from  Lord  Dunmorc,  ever 
since  the  14th  day  of  July  i?;^. 

If  Mr.  Lewis  can  discover  by  indirect  means  who  would  be  a 
fit  Agent  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Pitt  to  charge  with  the 
seating  and  leasing  the  General's  Lands  in  that  country  without 
holding  up  Ideas  to  them  which  may  lead  any  one  to  expect 
the  appointment,  he  would  thank  him  for  the  information. 

Such  parts  of  these  requests  as  can  be  complied  with  before 
bis  departure  from  Fort  Pitt,  the  General  would  be  obliged  by 
receiving  them  {in  a  letter)  from  that  place,  as  he  is  desirous  of 
getting  some  knowledge  of  his  affairs  in  that  Country,  as  soon 
B8  possible. 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL     KNOX. 

MouKT  Vmnon.  ao  February,  17B4. 

My  dear  Sir, 

The  bad  weather,  and  the  great  care  which  the  post- 
riders  take  of  themselves,  prevented  your  letters  of 
the  3d  and  9th  of  last  month  from  getting  to  my  hands 
till  the  loth  of  this.  Setting  off  next  morning  for 
Fredericksburg  to  pay  my  duty  to  an  aged  mother, 

'  Known  «U(.  ft*  Miller's  Run.     li  wu  p*it  of  3,000  item  purch«t«d  by 
WwliiDgioo  of  Posey,  *n<l  was  surveyed  23  March,  1771. 
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and  not  returning  till  yesterday,  will  be  admitted.  I 
hope,  as  a  sufficient  apology  for  my  silence  until  now. 

[  am  much  obliged  by  the  trouble  you  have  taken 
to  report  the  state  of  the  garrison  and  stores,  together 
with  the  disposition  of  the  troops  at  West  Point  to 
me  :  and  I  think  the  allowance  of  rations,  or  subsist- 
ence money,  to  such  officers  as  could  not  retire  at 
that  inclement  season,  was  not  only  perfectly  humane, 
but  perfectly  just  also,  and  that  it  must  appear  so  to 
Congress. 

It  would  seem  to  me,  without  having  recourse  to 
calculation,  that  the  allowance  of  a  major-general  in  a 
separate  department  to  the  person  who  shall  discharge 
the  duties  of  secretarj*  at  war,  master  of  ordnance,  and 
commanding  officer  of  the  forces,  which  may  be  re- 
tained or  raised  on  a  peace  establishment,  is  a  very 
moderate  demand.  I  expect  the  president  and  some 
members  of  Congress  here  in  a  day  or  two,  and  will 
tell  them  so. 

It  was  among  my  first  acts,  after  I  got  home,  to 
write  to  the  president  of  each  State  Society,  appoint- 
ing Philadelphia  (and  the  first  Monday  in  May)  for 
the  general  meeting  of  the  Cincinnati.  Colonel  Walker 
took  all  the  letters  to  the  presidents  eastward  of  this 
with  him  before  new  year's  day;  and  I  despatched 
those  for  the  southward,  about  the  same  time,  by  the 
post.  I  have  even  sent  duplicates  for  fear  of  miscar* 
riage ;  yet,  though  it  is  the  most  eligible  method,  it  is 
to  be  feared  it  will  not  prove  so  effectual  a  communi- 
cation, as  a  general  notification  in  the  public  gazettes 
would  have  been.     And,  in  case  of  failure,  I  shall  be 
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exceedingly  sorry  for  not  having  adopted  the  most 
certain,  as  it  would  give  me  pleasure  to  find  the  first 
general  meeting  a  very  full  one.  1  have  named  Phila- 
delphia (contrary  to  my  own  judgment,  as  it  is  not 
central),  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  South  Carolina  ; 
which,  being  the  most  southern  State,  has  desired  it.' 
North  Carolina  I  have  not  heard  a  tittle  from,  nor  any 
thing  official  from  New  Hampshire.  All  the  other 
States  have  acceded  very  unanimously  to  the  proposi- 
tion, which  was  sent  from  the  army. 

I  am  just  beginning  to  experience  that  ease  and 
freedom  from  public  cares,  which,  however  desirable, 
takes  some  time  to  realize  ;  for,  strange  as  it  may  sccm» 
it  is  nevertheless  true,  that  it  was  not  till  lately  I  could 
get  the  better  of  my  usual  custon  of  ruminating,  as 
soon  as  I  waked  in  the  morning,  on  the  business  of 
the  ensuing  day  ;  and  of  my  surprise  at  finding,  after 
revolving  many  things  in  my  mind,  that  I  was  no 
longer  a  public  man,  nor  had  any  thing  to  do  with 
public  transactions. 

I  feel  now,  however,  as  I  conceive  a  wearied  trav- 
eller must  do,  who,  after  treading  many  a  painful 
step  with  a  heavy  burthen  on  his  shoulders,  is  eased 
of  the  latter,  having  reached  the  haven  to  which  all 
the  former  were  directed  ;  and  from  his  house-top  is 
looking  back,  and  tracing  with  an  eager  eye  the  mean- 
ders by  which  he  escaped  the  quicksands  and  mires 
which  lay  in  his  way  ;  and  into  which  none  but  the 
all-powerful  Guide  and  Dispenser  of  human  events., 
could  have  prevented  his  falling. 

'  Thit  It,  the  moit  touttaara  State  from  nhich  delegniCB  would  £0  to  snend 
the  mcciiBg  <A  the  Soctcly  of  the  Cincintitti. 
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I  shall  be  very  happy,  and  I  hope  I  shall  not  be 
disappointed,  in  seeing  you  at  the  proposed  meeting 
in  Philadelphia.  The  friendship  I  have  conceived  for 
you  will  not  be  impaired  by  absence,  but  it  maybe  no 
unpleasing  circumstance  to  brighten  the  chain  by  a 
renewal  of  the  covenant.  My  best  wishes  attend  Mrs. 
Knox  and  the  little  folks,  in  which  Mrs.  Washington 
most  heartily  joins  rae.  With  sentiments  of  the  pur- 
est esteem,  regard,  and  affection,  I  am,  &c. 

P.  S.  I  hope  General  Greene  will  be  in  the  dele- 
gation from  Rhode  Island,  and  that  we  shall  see  him 
at  the  general  meeting  of  the  Cincinnati.  Will  you 
intimate  this  to  him? 


TO    DOLPHIN    DREW. 


Sir, 


MofffT  Vermon.  35  Fcbmuy,  1784, 


Yesterday  evening  brought  mc  your  favor  of  the 
13th 

Two  things  induced  me  to  Lease  my  Lands  in  small 
tenements;  the  first  was  to  accommodate  weak  handed 
people  who  were  not  able  to  purchase,  thereby  invit- 
ing and  encouraging  a  number  of  useful  Husbandmen 
and  Mechanicks  to  settle  among  us:  The  other,  that 
I  might  have  them  restored  to  me  at  the  expiration 
of  the  term  for  which  they  were  granted,  in  good 
order  and  well  improved.  One  step  towards  which 
was  to  prevent  a  shift  of  property  without  my  consent, 
and  a  covenant  was  inserted  in  the  Leases  accordingly. 

From  the  first  I  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  no 
person  who  possessed  Lands  adjoining,  should  hold 
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any  of  mine  as  a  Lease,  and  for  this  obvious  reason, 
.  that  the  weight  of  their  labors,  and  burden  of  the 
crops,  whilst  it  was  in  a  condition  to  bear  them,  would 
fall  upon  my  Land,  and  the  improvement  upon  his 
own,  in  spite  of  all  the  covenants  which  could  be  in- 
serted to  prevent  it.  Having  no  cause  to  depart  from 
this  opinion,  and  without  meaning  to  apply  the  obser- 
tion  particularly  to  Mr.  Throckmorton,  whose  person 
and  character  are  entirely  unknown  to  mc,  he  must 
excuse  me  for  declaring  in  very  explicit  terms,  that  I 
will  not  suffer  his  purchase  of  Collet,  to  be  carried 
into  effect.  Of  this,  Mr.  Lund  Washington,  who  was 
acquainted  with  my  sentiments  on  all  these  matters, 
and  who  superintended  my  business,  informed  me  he 
acquainted  Mr.  Throckmorton  (hearing  he  wa.s  about 
to  purchase,)  either  directly  or  by  means  of  his  ac- 
quaintance in  September  last : — he  has  not  paid  his 
money  therefore,  or  erred  in  this  business,  without 
warning  of  the  consequences, 

A  good  price  and  ready  Money  might  Induce  me  to 
part  with  the  fee-simple  of  Collet's  Lot — perhaps  of 
the  other  also.  Without  these  I  do  not  Incline  to  sell, 
as  Lands  are  rising  very  fast  in  their  price  ;  which  will 
be  enhanced  by  the  emigration  of  Foreigners,  and  the 
demand  for  them.    I  am,  &c. 


TO   CAPTAIN    FIELDING    LEWIS. 

Dear  Fieldg,,  mount  vwkon. 37  F«bn.M7. 17S4. 

You  very  much  mistake  my  circumstances  when 
you  suppose  me  In  a  condition  to  advance  money.  I 
made  no    money  from  my   Estate  during  the  nine 
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years  I  was  absent  from  it.  and  brought  none  home 
with  rae.  Those  who  owed  me,  for  the  most  part, 
took  advantage  of  the  depreciation,  and  paid  mc  ofif 
with  six  pence  in  the  pound.  Those  to  whom  I  was 
indebted,  I  have  yet  to  pay,  without  other  means,  if 
they  will  not  wait,  than  selling  part  of  my  Estate;  or 
distressing  those  who  were  too  honest  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  tender  Laws  to  quit  scores  with  me. 

This  relation  of  my  circumstances,  which  is  a  true 
one,  is  alone  sufficient,  (without  adding  that  my  living 
under  the  best  oeconomy  I  can  use,  must  unavoidably 
be  expensive,)  to  convince  you  of  my  inability  to  ad- 
vance money. 

I  have  heard  with  pleasure  that  you  are  indus- 
trious. Convince  people  by  your  mode  of  living 
that  you  are  sober  and  frugal  also;  and  I  persuade 
myself  your  creditors  will  grant  you  every  indulgence 
they  can.  It  would  be  no  small  inducement  to  me,  if 
itshouldever  be  in  my  power,  to  assist  you.     *     «     * 


TO   JOHN    WITHERSrOON. 

Mount  Vcrnom,  to  March,  i7ft4. 

Reverend  Sir, 

The  recourse,  which  I  have  had  to  my  papers  since 
I  returned  home,  reminds  me  of  a  question,  which 
you  asked  me  in  Philadelphia,  respecting  my  lands  to 
the  westward  of  the  Allegany  mountains  ;  to  which 
I  was  unprepared  at  that  time  to  give  a  decided  an- 
swer, either  as  to  the  quantity  I  had  to  let,  or  the 
terms  upon  which  I  would  lease  them. 
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*"  Upon  examination.  I  find  that  I  have  patents  under 
the  signature  of  Lord  Dunmore  (while  he  adminis- 
tered the  government  of  this  State)  for  about  30,000 
acres ;  and  surveys  for  about  10,000  more,  patents  for 
which  were  suspended  by  the  disputes  with  Great 
Britain,  which  soon  followed  the  return  of  the  war- 
o'*  rants  to  the  land-office. 

Ten  thousand  acres  of  the  above  thirty  lie  upon  the 
Ohio  :  the  rest  on  the  Great  Kcnhawa,  a  river  nearly 
as  large,  and  quite  as  easy  in  its  navigation,  as  the 
former.  The  whole  of  it  is  rich  bottom  land,  beauti- 
fully situated  on  these  rivers,  and  abounding  plente- 
ously  in  fish,  wild-fowl,  and  game  of  all  kinds. 

The  uppermost  tract  upon  the  Ohio  (which  I 
incline  to  lease)  contains  2314  acres,  and  begins  about 
four  miles  below  tlie  mouth  of  the  Little  Kenhawa 
(there  are  two  rivers  bearing  that  name,  the  upper- 
most of  which  is  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles 
below  Fort  Pitt  by  water),  and  has  a  front  on  the 
water  of  more  than  five  miles.  The  next  is  eighteen 
miles  lower  down,  and  contains  2448  acres,  with  a 
front  on  the  river,  and  a  large  creek  which  empties 
into  it  of  four  miles  and  upwards.  Three  miles  be- 
low this  again,  on  the  same  river,  and  just  above  what 
is  called  the  Hig  Bend  in  Evan's  Map,  is  a  third  tract 
of  4395  acres,  with  a  river  front  of  more  than  five 
miles. 

Then  going  to  the  Great  Kcnhawa.  distant  about 
twelve  miles  by  land,  but  thirty  odd  to  follow  the 
meanders  of  the  two  rivers,  and  beginning  within 
three  miles  of  the  mouth,  I  hold  lands  on  the  right 
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and  left  of  the  river,  and  bounded  thereby  forty-eight 
miies  and  a  half;  all  of  which,  being  on  the  margin 
of  the  river,  and  extending  not  more  than  from  half  a 
mile  to  a  mile  back,  arc,  as  has  been  observed  before, 
rich,  low  grotmds. 

From  this  description  of  my  lands,  with  the  aid  of 
Evan's  or  Hutchins's  Map  of  that  country,  a  good 
general  knowledge  of  their  situation  may  be  obtained 
by  those,  who  incline  to  become  adventurers  in  the 
settlement  of  them  ;  but  it  may  not  be  Improper  to 
observe  further,  that  they  were  surveyed  under  the 
Royal  Proclamation  of  i  763  (granting  to  each  com- 
missioned and  non-commissioned  officer  according  to 
his  rank,  and  to  the  private  soldier  certain  quantities,) 
and  under  a  yet  older  proclamation  from  Mr.  Din- 
widdle, then  lieutenant-governor  of  the  colony, 
issued  by  the  advice  of  his  council  to  encourage  and 
benefit  the  military  adventurers  of  the  year  1754, 
while  the  land-of)ice  was  shut  against  all  other  appli- 
cants. It  is  not  reasonable  to  suppose,  therefore,  that 
those,  who  had  the  first  choice,  had  five  years  allowed 
them  to  make  it,  and  a  large  district  to  sur\'ey  in, 
were  inattentive  either  to  the  quality  of  the  soil,  or 
the  advantages  of  situation. 

But  supposing  no  preeminence  in  quality,  the  title 
to  these  lands  is  indisputable  ;  and,  by  lying  on  the 
south-east  side  of  the  Ohio,  they  are  not  subject  to 
the  claims  of  the  Indians  ;  consequently  will  be  free 
from  their  disturbances,  and  from  the  disputes,  in 
which  the  settlers  on  the  northwest  side  (when  the 
Indians  shall  permit  any)  and  even  on  the  same  side 
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lower  down  will  be  involved ;  for  it  should  seem,  that 
there  is  already  location  upon  location,  and  scarce  any 
thing  else  talked  of  but  land-jobbing  and  monopolies, 
before  Congress  have  even  settled  the  terms  upon 
which  the  ceded  lands  are  to  be  obtained. 

Having  given  this  account  of  the  land,  I  am  brought 
to  another  point,  which  is  more  puzzling  to  me. 

I  have  been  long  endeavoring  to  hit  upon  some 
mode,  by  which  the  grantor  and  grantees  of  the-w  lands 
might  be  mutually  considered  and  equally  satisfied, 
but  find  it  no  easy  matter;  as  it  is  to  be  presumed 
that  all  adventurers,  especially  emigrants  from  foreign 
countries,  would  not  only  fA^wjr  but  ^:r/tff/ leases  for  a 
long  term.  In  this  case,  it  is  difficult  in  an  infant  coun- 
tr)',  where  lands  rise  progressively,  and  1  might  add 
rapidly  in  value,  to  lix  upon  a  rent,  which  will  not.  in 
the  first  instance,  startle  the  tenant  by  its  magnitude, 
or  injure  the  landlord  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  by 
the  inadequacy  of  it.  What  course  then  is  to  be  taken  ? 

To  advance  the  rent  periodically,  in  proportion  to 
the  supposed  increasing  value  of  the  land,  is  very  spec- 
ulative ;  and  to  leave  it  to  the  parties,  or  their  repre- 
sentatives, or  to  persons  to  be  chosen  by  them,  at  like 
stated  periods  to  determine  the  increase  of  it,  would 
not  only  be  vague  and  uncertain,  but  more  than  prob- 
ably open  a  door  for  many  disputes,  and  prove  very 
unsatisfactory  to  both  sides.  Yel,  difficult  as  the  case 
is,  private  and  public  considerations  urging  me  thereto, 
I  have  come  to  a  resolution,  which  I  am  going  to 
promulge  in  the  gazettes  of  this  country,  by  inserting 
an  advertisement  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy, 
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leaving  it  opcional  in  the  grantees  to  make  choice  of 
either. 

Whether  the  terms  there  promulged  are  sufficiently 
encouraging  to  the  people  of  this  country,  and  inviting 
to  strangers;  or  whether  the  latter  might  think  so  in 
the  first  instance,  and  change  sentiments  afterwards, 
upon  seeing  a  wide,  a  wild,  and  an  extensive  country 
before  them,  in  which  they  may,  for  ought  I  know, 
obtain  good,  though  not  so  valuableand  pleasant  spots 
upon  egsier  terms,  is  not  with  me  to  decide.  Experi- 
ment alone  can  determine  it.  But  it  is  for  me  to  de- 
clare, that  I  cannot  think  of  separating  for  ever  from 
lands,  which  are  beautifully  situated  upon  navigable 
rivers,  rich  in  quality,  and  abundantly  blessed  with 
many  natural  advantages,  upon  less  beneficial  terms 
to  myself. 

The  leases  for  short  tenures,  if  these  should  be  pre- 
ferred to  cither  of  the  other  two,  could  be  attended  with 
no  great  injury  to  me,  because  the  improvements, 
which  (according  to  the  conditions  of  them)  are  to  be 
made  thereon,  will  enable  me,  if  I  am  not  too  sanguine 
in  my  expectation,  to  rent  them  thereafter  upon  more 
lucrative  terms,  than  I  dare  ask  for  either  of  the  other 
two  at  present. 

It  has  been  my  intention  in  every  thing  I  have  said, 
and  will  be  so  in  every  thing  I  shall  say  on  this  subject 
to  be  perfectly  candid ;  for  my  feelings  would  be  as 
much  hurt,  if  I  should  deceive  others  by  a  too  favo- 
rable description,  as  theirs  would  be  who  might  suffer 
by  the  deception. 

I  will  only  add,  that  it  would  give  me  pleasure  to 
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see  these  lands  seated  by  particular  societies,  or  re- 
ligious sectaries  with  their  pastors.  It  would  be  a 
means  of  connecting  friends  in  a  small  circle,  and 
making  life  in  a  new  and  rising  empire  (to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  which,  and  their  habits,  new  comers  would 
be  strangers)  pass  much  more  agreeably  than  in  a 
mixed  or  dispersed  situation. 

If  a  plan  of  this  sort  should  be  relished,  it  would  be 
highly  expedient  for  an  agent  in  behalf  of  such  socie- 
ties to  come  out  immediately,  to  view  the  lands  and 
close  a  bargain  ;  for  nothing  is  more  probable,  than 
that  each  of  the  tracts  here  enumerated  may,  if  the 
matter  is  delayed,  have  settlers  upon  it,  an  intermix- 
ture with  whom  might  not  be  agreeable. 

The  number  of  families,  which  these  tracts  aggre- 
gately, or  each  one  separately,  would  accommodate. 
depends  more  upon  the  views  of  the  occupiers,  than 
on  any  other  circumstance.  The  soil  is  capable  of 
the  greatest  production,  such  as  Europeans  have  little 
idea  of.  For  mere  support,  then,  the  smallest  quan- 
tity would  sufifice  ;  which  I  mention  in  this  place, 
because  a  plan  for  the  settlement  of  them,  under  the 
information  here  given  of  the  quantity,  quality,  and 
situation,  can  be  as  well  digested  in  Europe,  as  on 
the  land  itself,  so  far  as  it  respects  support  only  ;  and 
is  to  be  preferred  to  a  waste  of  time  in  ascertain- 
ing on  the  spot  the  number  it  would  receive,  and 
what  each  man  shall  have  before  the  association  is 
formed. 

I  will  make  no  apology,  my  good  Sir,  for  the  length 
of  this  letter,  presuming  from  your  inquiries,  when  1 
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had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  last  in  Philadelphia, 
that  you  would  not  be  displeased  at  the  information 
I  now  give  you,  and  might  have  a  wish  to  commu- 
nicate it  to  others.  My  best  wishes  attend  you.  With 
sentiments  of  great  esteem  and  respect,  I  am,  Rever- 
end Sir,  &c. 


I 


TO    EDMUN'D     RANDOLPH. 

Mount  Vrkmon,  iS  Mucb,  17S4. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  seen  the  form  of  the  answer  which  you  have 
drawn  in  Savage's  suit,  and  approve  it,  presuming  the 
references  are  founded  on  facts.  Mr.  Fairfax  was  to 
have  compared  these,  &  will  prepare  a  fair  copy.  I 
will  remind  him  of  the  matter,  &  have  it  sent  to  you 
as  soon  as  I  can. 

The  case  of  the  depending  petitions  in  the  General 
Court,  is  as  follows. — 

The  Land  was  obtained  under  a  proclamation  of 
Mr.  Dinwiddle;  issued  by  the  advice  of  his  Council. 
I  Feby.  19th,  1754.  for  encouraging  the  raising  of 
I  Troops  for  an  Expedition  to  the  Ohio.  It  was  sur- 
■  vcycd  pursuant  to  warrants  granted  by  Lord  Dun- 
B       more  &  patented  Deer.  15th,  1772. — 

^^H  For     10.990      acres,  in  Fincastle. 


I 


10.990 

4.395 
2,448 

2.314 


— in  Botetourt. 


In  the  Month  of  March,  1774,  I  encounter'd  in 
preparation  only,  an  expence  of  at  least  /300 ;  by  the 
purchase  of  Servants,  Nails,  Tools  &  other  necessa- 
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ries  for  che  purpose  of  seating  and  cultivating  the 
above  Lands,  agreeably  to  our  Act  of  Assembly  ;  & 
for  transporting  the  same  over  the  Allighancy  Mount- 
ains— but  this  was  entirely  sunk.  The  disturbances 
occasioned  by  the  Indians,  which  immediately  fol- 
lowed, put  a  stop  to  my  proceedings — the  Servants, 
some  of  them,  engaged  in  the  Militia — others  squand- 
ered — &  the  whole  were  \o%Ktome;  while  my  Goods 
as  I  am  informed,  were  seized  for  the  use  of  the  Mi- 
litia &  a  fort  which  was  built,  upon  the  Expedition 
under  Lord  Dunmore,  and  no  compensation  made  me 
for  them — nor,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  any  thing 
given  upon  which  I  can  found  a  claim. 

The  March  following  1  went  thro'  the  second  edi- 
tion of  a  similar  expence,  and  find  by  having  recourse 
to  my  papers,  (since  \  came  home)  the  certificates 
which  I  enclose  herewith. 

Not  knowing  what  had  been,  or  might  be  done  in 
this  second  essay  to  cultivate  my  Lands  (for  I  left 
home  in  May,  while  my  people  were  out) — I  wrote 
from  Cambridge  (in  Septn,  1775) — to  Mr.  Evcrard 
requesting  as  a  further  security,  that  they  might  be 
covered  by  friendly  Petitions;  and  presume  I  must  have 
required  Colo.  Bassett  to  take  measures  accordingly. 
But  never  knew  what,  or  whether  any  steps  had  been 
taken  in  this  business, 'till  Mr.  Mercer  (whom  I  saw  at 
Fredericksburg  the  other  day)  and  your  Letter  of  the 
19th  of  Feby.  since,  informed  me  of  the  depending 
Petitions. 

Under  this  information  and  what  follows,  you  will 
be  so  good  as  to  do  what  shall  appear  necessary  and 
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proper  in  my  behalf.  The  Lands,  by  the  Proclama- 
tion and  Palents,  are  exempted  from  the  payment  of 
quit  rent,  'till  the  expiration  of  fifteen  years  from  and 
after  the  date  of  the  latter  :  but  my  ignorance  of  the 
existing  Laws  of  this  Stale,  since  the  change  of  its  con- 
stitution, does  not  enable  me  to  determine  whether 
the  old  Act  requiring  cultivation  and  improvement, 
is  yet  in  force,  or  not ;  consequently  I  can  give  no 
opinion  upon  the  proper  line  of  conduct  to  be  pursued. 
Admitting  however  that  this  act  is  in  force  so  far  as 
it  may  apply  to  Lands  under  the  circumstances  mine 
arc — yet  the  two  principal  tracts  arc  nevertheless 
saved  ;  as  will  appear  by  the  records  of  Fincastle  and 
Botetourt,  where  the  aggregate  of  the  valuations 
amount  to  ^^1583  15  7^.  and  the  sum  required  to  save 
the  number  of  acres  contained  in  them  amounts  to  no 

more  than  ^1538  10  o And  had  it  not  been  for 

the  hostile  temper  of  the  Indians  towards  the  close  of 
'775 — which  rendered  it  unsafe  for  my  people  to 
remain  out,  and  who  were  actually  driven  in,  to  my 
very  great  loss  in  other  respects  (besides  the  non-cul- 
tivation) I  should  most  undoubtedly,  have  saved  the 
whole  agreeably  to  Law. 

Miss  Lee,  sister  to  the  late  Major  GcnI.  Lcc,  wrote, 
requesting  me  to  obtain  for  her  an  authenticated  copy 
of  his  will — the  copy  1  have  lately  got,  but  Mr.  Drew 
thinks  it  may  be  necessary  to  aflix  the  Seal  of  the 
State  to  it,  as  it  is  to  go  to  England.  I  request  the 
favor  of  you  therefore  to  procure  and  send  this  to  me 
by  the  post — the  cost  when  made  known  to  me  I  will 
pay. 

■4 
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TO    MAJUR<OENERAL    KNOX. 

Mount  Vebxim.  ao  Much,  1784. 
Mv    DEAR    SlBf 

Your  letter  of  the  2ist  ultimo  did  not  reach  my 
hands  till  yesterday.  Having  the  governor  here,  and 
a  house  full  of  company,  and  the  post  being  on  the 
point  of  setting  out  for  the  eastward,  I  must  confine 
the  few  lines  I  shall  be  able  (at  this  time)  to  write. 
CO  the  business  of  the  Cincinnati. 

From  what  you  have  said  of  the  temper  of  your 
Assembly  respecting  this  society,  from  the  current  of 
sentiment  in  the  other  New  England  States  thereon, 
and  from  the  official  letter,  winch  1  have  lately  re- 
ceived from  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  on  this  subject, 
I  am  more  than  ever  of  opinion,  that  the  general 
meeting  at  Philadelphia  in  May  next  ought,  by  all 
means,  to  be  full  and  respectable.  1  was  sorrj-  to  find 
these  words,  therefore,  in  your  letter,  after  naming 
the  delegates  from  your  State, — "  Probably  only  two 
will  attend." 

I  think  not  only  the  whole  number  chosen  should 
attend,  but  the  abilities  of  them,  should  be  coolly, 
deliberately,  and  wisely  employed,  when  met,  to  obvi- 
ate the  prejudices  and  remove  the  jealousies,  which 
are  already  imbibed,  and  more  than  probably,  through 
ignorance,  envy,  and  perhaps  worse  motives,  will 
increase  and  spread.  I  cannot,  therefore,  forbear 
urging  in  strong  tenns  the  necessity  of  the  measure. 
The  ensuing  general  meeting  is  either  useful  or  use- 
less ;  if  the  former,  the  representatives  of  each  State 
society  ought   to  be  punctual   in   their  attendance. 
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especially  under  the  present  circumstances ;  if  it  is 
not,  all  ought  to  be  exempted;  and  I  am  sure  none 
can  give  the  time,  which  this  journey  and  business 
require,  with  less  convenience  to  themselves  than 
myself. 

By  a  letter,  which  I  have  just  received  from  Gen- 
eral Greene.  I  am  informed  that  himself,  General 
Varnum,  and  Major  Lyman  are  chosen  to  represent 
the  society  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  ;  that  he 
intends  to  be  in  South  Carolina  before  the  meeting  ; 
and  it  is  not  expected  that  more  than  one  will  attend 
it !  I  wish  this  could  be  otherwise,  and  that  General 
Greene  would  attend.  Private  interest  orconvcnicncc 
may  be  a  plea  for  many,  and  the  meeting  thereby  be 
thin  and  unfit  for  the  purpose  of  its  institution. 

I  have  heard  nothing  yet  from  New  Hampshire, 
New  York,  or  New  Jersey,  to  the  eastward,  nor  any 
thing  from  the  southward  ;  to  the  last,  duplicates  have 
long  since  been  sent. 

As  there  can  be  no  interruption  of  the  post  by  bad 
weather  now.  and  there  is  time  for  it,  pray  let  me 
hear  more  fully  from  you  on  the  subject  of  this  letter 
by  the  return  of  it ;  particularly  what  the  committees 
of  your  Assembly  have  reported.     •     ♦     • 


TO    TENCH    TILCHMAK. 

Dear  Sir  mow«t  ve»noh,  34  wtrch,  ^^%^. 

I  am  informed  that  a  ship  with  Palatines  is  gone  up 
to  Baltimore,  among  whom  arc  a  number  of  trades- 
men.    I  am  a  good  deal  in  want  of  a  house  joiner  and 
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brick-layer  who  really  understand  their  profession,  and 
you  would  do  me  a  favor  by  purchasing  one  of  each 
for  me.  if  to  be  had,  I  would  not  confine  you  to  Pala* 
tines ;  if  they  are  good  workmen,  they  may  be  from 
Asia,  Africa  or  Europe ;  they  may  be  Mahometans, 
Jews  or  Christians  of  any  sect,  or  they  may  be  Athe- 
ists. I  would,  however,  prefer  middle  aged  to  young 
raen,  and  those  who  have  good  countenances,  and  good 
characters  on  ship  board,  to  others  who  have  neither 
of  these  to  recommend  them  ;  altho'  after  all,  I  well 
Know,  the  proof  of  the  pudding  must  be  in  the  eating. 
I  do  not  hmit  you  to  a  price,  but  will  pay  the  purchase 
money  on  demand.     •     *     • 


TO   DR.    JAMES   CRAIK. 

MovKT  Veknoh,  35  Mvcli,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Bowie's  request  to  you,  permit 
me  to  assure  that  gentleman,  that  I  shall  at  all  times 
be  glad  to  see  him  at  this  retreat ;  that,  whenever  he 
is  here,  I  will  give  him  the  perusal  of  any  public  pa- 
pers antecedent  to  my  appointment  to  the  command 
of  the  American  army,  that  he  may  be  laying  up  ma- 
terials for  his  work ;  and  whenever  Congress  shall 
have  opened  their  archives  to  any  historian  for  infor- 
mation, that  he  shall  have  the  examination  of  all 
others  in  my  possession,  which  are  subsequent 
thereto;  but  that,  till  this  epoch,  I  do  not  think  my- 
self at  liberty  to  unfold  papers,  which  contain  all  the 
occurrences  and  transactions  of  my  late  command  ; 
first,  because  I  conceive  it  to  be  respectful  to  the  sov- 
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ereign  power  to  let  them  take  the  lead  in  this  business ; 
and  next,  because  I  have,  upon  this  principle,  refused 
Dr.  Gordon  and  others,  who  are  about  to  write  the 
history-  of  the  revolution,  this  privilege. 

I  will  frankly  declare  to  you,  my  dear  Doctor,  that 
any  memoirs  of  my  Ufc.  distinct  and  unconnected  with 
the  general  history  of  the  war,  would  rather  hurt  my 
feelings  than  tickle  my  pride  whilst  1  lived,  1  had 
rather  glide  gently  down  the  stream  of  life,  leaving  it 
to  posterity  to  think  and  say  what  they  please  of  me, 
than  by  any  act  of  mine  to  have  vanity  or  ostentation 
imputed  to  me.  And  I  will  further  confess,  that  I 
was  rather  surprised  into  a  consent,  when  Dr.  With- 
erspoon  (very  unexpectedly)  made  the  application, 
than  considered  the  tendency  of  that  consent.  It  did 
not  occur  to  me,  at  that  moment,  from  the  manner  in 
which  the  question  was  propounded,  that  no  history 
of  my  life,  without  a  very  great  deal  of  trouble  in- 
deed, could  be  written  with  the  least  degree  of  accu- 
racy, unless  recourse  was  had  to  me  or  to  my  papers 
for  information  ;  that  it  would  not  derive  sufficient 
authenticity  without  a  promulgation  of  this  fact ;  and 
that  such  a  promulgation  would  subject  mc  to  the  im- 
putation I  have  just  mentioned,  which  would  hurt  me 
the  more,  as  I  do  not  think  vanity  is  a  trait  of  my 
character. 

It  is  for  this  reason,  and  candor  obliges  mc  to  be 
explicit,  that  I  shall  stipulate  against  the  publication 
of  the  memoirs  Mr.  Bowie  has  in  contemplation  to 
give  the  world,  till  I  should  see  more  probability  of 
avoiding  the  darts,  which  /  think  would  be  pointed  at 
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me  on  such  an  occasion ;  and  how  far,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, it  would  be  worth  Mr.  Bowie's  while  10 
spend  time,  which  might  be  more  usefully  employed  in 
other  matters,  is  with  him  to  consider;  as  the  practi- 
cability of  doing  it  efficiently  without  having  free  ac- 
cess CO  the  documents  of  this  war,  which  must  fill  the 
most  important  pages  of  the  memoir,  and  which,  for 
the  reasons  already  assigned,  cannot  be  admitted  at 
present,  also  is.  If  nothing  happens  more  than  I  at 
present  foresee,  I  shall  be  in  Philadelphia  on  or  before 
the  1st  of  May.  where  it  is  probable  I  may  sec  Mr. 
Bowie,  and  converse  further  with  him  on  this  subject. 
In  the  mean  while,  I  will  thank  you  for  communicat- 
ing these  sentiments,  I  am,  very  truly,  your  affection- 
ate friend,  &c.' 

'  Upon  further  consldfrntion  Wnihlnf^Mn  ilerided  again«t  frranrinj[  tlie  cp. 
plicfttion,  Bail  oa  Mftrch  8lh,  wroic  to  Joliii  Wbtbtrepoon:  "  From  tbccunwj 
aukniier  in  which  you  eipraMcd  the  wiib  uf  Mc.  Howie  towrii«  th*  metaoinof 
my  life,  [  viaj.  noi,  ai  the  moment  of  your  ipftlic&tion  and  my  >dCMnt  to  il, 
struck  wiili  the  cuiiaeqncncc!!  lu  wliich  it  tended  :  but,  when  I  came  to  reflect 
upon  the  tnaitcr  afierwnrdt,  and  had  tome  canvennitoo  with  Mr,  Howie  on  the 
■ubjecl,  [  found  that  thit  must  be  a  very  futile  wock  (if  unJor  any  circvm- 
sUnccsii  coold  be  made  inicretiine],  ualeu  he  coiild  be  fumithed  with  the 
laiMcnts  o(  my  lire,  eltJiet  from  my  papera  or  m/  recollection,  and  diK«iLBg  of 
past  tritiiitcliont  into  tome  tort  cf  rotm  and  grder  with  respect  to  times  aiid 
dicumilAHCCB.  I  kaew.  al»o,  thil  many  of  the  fonner,  cclalivc  to  ttic  part  1 
had  acted  in  the  war  between  Kntnee  md  (irot  Britain,  from  Ihe  yeax  1754 
until  the  peavc  uf  Parit.  and  which  mutainvd  bome  of  ilic  mtnt  iutcicatii^ 
occunencDi  of  my  life,  were  lott,  and  that  my  memory  ik  too  treacliennu  to  bt 
relied  on  to  supply  this  defect ;  and,  admitting  both  were  more  perfect,  that 
submitting  such  a  publication  to  the  world,  whilst  I  oontinuc  on  the  ibcatie, 
mi^hi  be  ascribed,  {however  involuntarily  I  wai  led  into  it.)  to  vain  luoitTes. 

"Thctc  coRtidcnilion*  prompted  me  to  ic!l  Mr.  Uowie,  when  I  uw  him  at 
l^hiladdphia  in  May  last,  that  I  could  have  no  agency  towards  the  publication 
of  any  mcmoin  retpeciLnj;  roycelf  wliiliC  livin|[ ;  but  at  1  bed  {[iven  my  aueat 
toyou  (when  asked)  to  have  them  %s-riil<>i,  atid.ihhc  hid  been  the  l>i«l  to  ptopotc 
it,  he  was  welcome,  if  he  thought  his  lime  would  not  be  unprofitably  ipeni,  to 
take  extract!  from  Buch  docnmenis  as  yet  remained  in  my  poSMCsion,  and  10 
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TO   THOMAS  JBPrERSOH,    IN  CONGKESS. 

MOL'KT  Vkxnon,  «9  Marcb,  17(4. 

Dear  Sir, 

It  was  not  In  my  power  to  answer  your  favor  of 
the  1 5th  by  the  last  post,  for  the  reason  then  assigned. 
I  wish  [  maybe  able  to  do  it  to  your  satisfaction  now, 
as  I  again  am  obliged  to  pay  my  attention  to  the 
other  company,  the  Governor  being  gone. 

My  opinion  coincides  perfectly  with  yours  respect- 
ing the  practicability  of  an  easy  and  short  communi- 
cation between  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  and  Potomac, 
of  the  advantages  of  that  communication  and  the 
preference  it  has  over  all  others,  and  of  the  policy 
there  would  be  in  this  State  of  Maryland  to  adopt  and 
render  it  facile.  But  I  confess  to  you  freely,  1  have 
no  expectation,  that  the  public  will  adopt  the  meas- 
ure ;  for,  besides  the  jealousies  which  prevail,  and  the 
difficulty  of  proportioning  such  funds  as  maybe  al- 
lotted for  the  purposes  you  have  mentioned,  there  are 
two  others,  which,  in  my  opinion,  will  be  yet  harder 
to  surmount.  These  arc  (if  I  have  not  imbibed  too 
unfavorable  an  opinion  of  my  countrymen)  the  im- 

av>il  hlaudX  of  any  alli«i  infonuuion  1  coult)  give,  protidtd  the  iinlili'uaUiiii 
should  be  nupcnded  until  I  iiuittei)  the«la|;e  of  htitnBn  nclion.  t  then  intended, 
I  Mlinforai«d)ilm,  todaval't  |hr  pr«»e'nl«>[>iriiig  wintrr  l«armn|^ng  mypapen, 
vhich  t  hid  left  Al  hornc,  uid  which  I  (ounil  a  mete  iniu»  of  confusion,  (occa- 
(lon«il  by  frequenlly  shilling  tliem  into  imnki,  uiil  liuddenl)'  t«tni>i-iB(;  then 
Irem  Ihemth  of  thecnen>yl;biit,  however  Ktritngc  it  may  Mcm,  ii  i»  ncverthe- 
iew  Iruc,  ihai,  what  with  compaiijr,  references  of  old  maiien  wilb  which  I 
ought  nni  lo  he  tronbled,  *ppHcattant  for  c<nificatci>  and  copies  i>f  orden,  ia 
ftddtlioo  tti  the  ruuiinc  of  leiicr>,  wtikh  have  muhipticd  irreaily  upon  mc,  t 
bun:  not  been  nble  to  lonch  a  tingle  jiaficr,  or  Ithomci  anf  buhincu  of  017  own 
in  the  way  of  accounts,  diiiini;  the  whole  cout«e  ol  the  winter;  or,  in  a  word, 
since  my  rcliremcnl  from  public  life.'' 
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practicability  of  bringfing  the  great  and  truly  wise 
policy  of  the  measure  to  their  view,  and  the  difficulty 
of  extracting  money  from  them  for  such  a  purpose,  if 
it  could  be  done  ;  for  it  appears  to  me,  maugrc  all  the 
sufferings  of  the  public  creditors,  breach  of  public 
faith,  and  loss  of  reputation,  that  payment  of  the 
taxes,  which  are  already  laid,  will  be  postponed  as 
long  as  possible.  How  then  are  we  to  expect  new 
ones  for  purposes  more  remote  ? 

I  am  not  so  disinterested  in  this  matter  as  you  are ; 
but  I  am  made  ver>'  happy  to  find  chat  a  man  of  dis- 
cernment and  liberality,  who  has  no  particular  inter- 
est in  the  plan,  thinks  as  I  do,  who  have  lands  in  that 
country,  the  value  of  which  would  be  enhanced  by  the 
adoption  of  such  a  measure. 

More  than  ten  years  ago  I  was  struck  with  the  im- 
portance of  it ;  and,  despairing  of  any  aids  from  the 
public,  I  became  a  principal  mover  of  a  bill  to  em- 
power a  number  of  subscribers  to  undertake  at  their 
own  expense,  on  conditions  which  were  expressed, 
the  extension  of  the  navigation  from  tide  water  to 
Will's  Creek,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles;  and 
I  devoutly  wish  that  this  may  not  be  the  only  ex- 
pedient by  which  It  can  be  effected  now.  To  get  this 
business  in  motion.  I  was  obliged  even  upon  that 
ground  to  comprehend  James  River,  in  order  to 
remove  the  jealousies,  which  arose  from  the  attempt 
to  extend  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac.  The  plan, 
however,  was  in  a  tolerably  good  train,  when  I  set  out 
for  Cambridge  in  1775,  and  would  have  been  in  an 
excellent  way,  had  it  not  been  for  the  difficulties,. 
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which  were  met  with  in  the  Maryland  Assembly  from 
the  opposition  which  was  given  (according  to  report) 
by  the  Baltimore  merchants,  who  were  alarmed,  and 
perhaps  not  without  cause,  at  the  constxiucnce  of 
water  transportation  to  Georgetown  of  the  produce, 
which  usually  came  to  their  market  by  land.' 

The  local  interest  of  that  place,  joined  to  the  short- 
sighted politics  or  contracted  views  of  another  part  of 
that  Assembly,  gave  Mr.  Thomas  Johnson,  who  was 
a  warm  promoter  of  the  scheme  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Potomac,  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  In  this  situa- 
tion I  left  matters  when  I  took  command  of  the  army. 
The  war  afterwards  called  men's  attention  to  different 

>  Thcfkilurc  tA  Mftrjbnd  toco-opcnie  with  Virginia  in  the  underuVing.  knd 
(tic  outbreak  of  the  Kev(iludon,]edlo1he  atutndoTunenI  of  lhi«««rl]r  >ll«m|>t  lo 
open  ibc  Mkvi£*tioo  of  Uic  Rivet.  !n  lici  fiibl cuostitiaiiou  (1776)  Virginia,  in 
ubxUnce.  ccdMl  toMnryUnd  the  eniirc  juriiHiciian  i>ver  the  River  t'otoroac. 
reserving  mtly  tht  riehl  of  navig4lion,— a  rarrcnder  the  tnor*  e^itraonlinary,  an 
tl>c  iwUnUof  itic  N|flrllii:m]  N«ck  place  the  wWe  riicr  Poiomac  within  the 
(rovemiimil  of  Virginia  ;  so  iliai  we  were  armed  with  a  title  both  of  prior  axiA 
potlenoi  (lBt«  tc  that  of  Maryluid.  (Madivn.)  To  dclcimine  the  points  in 
ooauoret^  Virglnja  prnpoacd  the  appoiiiimeui  Ujr  each  Stale  interested,  of 
comramionen,  "  for  the  general  pnrp«ie  of  preserving  a  harmony  and  etEcncy 
In  the  re|;u1ations  on  both  sides."  Th■^  proposition  was  acm|'le<I  I'jr  Maryland  ; 
and  Col.  Geofgc  MaM>n.  tidmund  Randolph.  Alexander  llcndcnon,  and  jAtnc* 
Madison,  Jr.,  w«re  named  by  Virginia,  tamMlThomM  J uhnton,  Thomas. Slonc, 
Samuel  Chate,  and  Daniel  of  Su  Thomas  Jenifer,  on  the  part  cf  Maryland. 
Tliiough  a  i«ries  of  lilundert.  only  Maiun  and  llendenoii  mcl  Chase  and 
Jenifer  at  Atcnandria  in  March,  17S5,  and  on  the  15th,  they  proceeded  to  Mount 
Vernon,  having  lieen  joined  by  Stone.  Here  lUeli  buMncu  was  completed,  and 
rcenTnmcndntinna  drawn  for  their  respective  legislalutes,  lo  provide  foi  the 
OEtabliihiiicnl  i>f  a  cuncurrcut  juriifJit'livn  on  lh«  Potomac  si)dClic>iS[«akc,  and 
for  the  a[ipoi nlrocnl  anntifllly  wf  commistioners  to  disni'M  the  commercial 
rcgolationi  propound  by  each  Stale.  Thii  led  to  reuiltv  more  importani  than 
tbe  cunfcrcnce  could  hitve  foreteen.  Kor  Maryland  cxleoiicd  an  invitatiun  lo 
Peniuylvmnia  and  Delaware  to  juiD  the  annual  meeting,  and  Madbon  ihougbt 
a  general  meeting  "  naturally  grew  out "  of  lht>  (iropoxilion.  Tbe  Annapolis 
Convention  of  S«pt«inb«r,  17SG,  wa»  the  (ulliUncal  uf  Maditoo'i  Ihonghi. 
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objects,  and  all  the  money  they  could  or  would  raise 
was  applied  to  other  purposes.  But  with  you  I  am 
satisfied  that  not  a  moment  ought  to  be  lost  in  recom- 
mencing this  business,  as  I  know  the  Yorkers  will  delay 
no  time  to  remove  every  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the 
other  communication,  so  soon  as  the  posts  of  Oswego 
and  Niagara  are  surrendered  ;  and  I  shall  be  mistaken 
if  they  do  not  build  vessels  for  the  navigation  of  the 
lakes,  which  will  supersede  the  necessity  of  coasting 
on  either  side. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  the  interest  and  policy  of 
Maryland  are  proportionably  concerned  with  chose  of 
Virginia,  to  remove  obstructions,  and  to  invite  the 
trade  of  the  western  country  into  the  channel  you  have 
mentioned.  You  will  have  frequent  opportunities  of 
learning  the  sentiments  of  the  principal  characters  of 
that  State,  respecting  this  matter:  and  I  wish,  if  it 
should  fall  in  your  way.  that  you  would  discourse  with 
Mr.  Thomas  Johnson,  formerly  governor  of  Maryland, 
on  this  subject.  How  far.  upon  mature  consideration. 
I  may  depart  from  the  resolution  1  had  formed,  of 
living  perfectly  at  my  ease,  exempt  from  ever)'  kind 
of  responsibility,  is  more  than  I  can  at  present  abso- 
lutely determine.  The  sums  granted,  the  manner  of 
granting  them,  the  powers  and  objects,  would  merit 
consideration.  The  trouble,  if  my  situation  at  the 
time  would  permit  me  to  engage  in  a  work  of  this 
sort,  would  be  set  at  nought ;  and  the  immense  ad- 
vantages, which  this  country  would  derive  from  the 
measure,  would  be  no  small  stimulus  to  the  undertak- 
ing, if  that  undertaking  could  be  made  to  comport 
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with  those  ideas,  and  that  line  of  conduct,  with  which 
I  meant  to  glide  gently  down  the  current  of  life,  and 
it  did  not  Interfere  with  any  other  plan  I  might  have 
in  contemplation. 

I  am  not  \&$&  in  sentiment  with  you,  respecting  the 
impolicy  of  this  State's  grasping  at  more  territory  than 
they  are  competent  to  the  government  of ;  and,  for  the 
reasons  you  assign,  I  very  much  approve  of  a  meridian 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Kanhawa  as  a  convenient 
and  very  proper  line  of  separation,  but  I  am  mistaken 
if  our  chief  magistrate  will  coincide  with  us  in  thia 
opinion.' 

1  will  not  enter  upon  the  subject  of  commerce^  It 
has  its  advantages  and  disadvantages ;  but  which  of 
them  preponderates,  is  not  now  the  question.  From 
trade  our  citizens  will  not  be  restrained,  and  therefore 
it  behoves  us  to  place  it  in  the  most  convenient  chan- 
nels under  proper  regulations,  freed  as  much  as  possi- 
ble from  those  vices,  which  luxury,  the  consequence 
of  wealth  and  power,  naturally  introduce 

The  incertitude,  which  prevails  in  Congress,  and 
the  non-attendance  of  its  members,  are  discouraging 
to  those,  who  are  willing  and  ready  to  discharge  the 
trust,  which  is  reposed  in  them  ;  whilst  it  is  disgrace- 
ful in  a  high  degree  to  our  country.  But  it  is  my  be- 
lief, the  case  will  never  be  otherwise,  so  long  as  that 
body  persist  in  their  present  mode  of  doing  business, 

I  JefferMiii  mppeftn  lo  bav«  propoMd  a  ecstian  of  a  c«rtun  trad  of  the  WeitefB 
ctniniiy  Ipne  Wiwcm  the  Kanawha  aaci  the  Odio,  to  be  incurporatccl  into  i1m 
Union.  Mwliiion  rightly  Bnawercd  tliai  three  p2ttin  mutt  be  canuilied^Vii- 
ginia,  Congr«Kt,  and  the  inlubitanlt  of  tiie  c<d«<)  t«rri(aty.  "  I  have  no  !«•• 
wn."lic  laid,  "10  believe  Ifaere  will  be  any  repagnanocon  the  part  of  Virginia." 
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and  will  liold  constant  instead  of  annual  sessions; 
against  the  former  of  which  my  mind  furnishes  me 
with  a  variety  of  arg'uments;  but  not  one,  in  timesof 
peace,  against  the  latter. 

Annual  sessions  would  always  produce  a  full  repre- 
sentation, and  alertness  at  business.  The  delegates, 
after  a  separation  of  tight  or  ten  months,  would  meet 
each  other  with  glad  countenances.  They  would  be 
complaisant ;  they  would  yield  to  each  other  all,  that 
duty  to  their  constituents  would  allow ;  and  they 
would  have  better  opportunities  of  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  their  sentiments,  and  removing  im- 
proper prejudices,  when  they  are  imbibed,  by  mixing 
with  them  during  the  recess.  Men,  who  are  always 
together,  get  tired  of  each  other's  company ;  they 
throw  off  that  restraint,  which  is  necessary  to  keep 
things  in  proper  tune  ;  they  say  and  do  things,  which 
arc  personally  disgusting  ;  this  begets  opposition ; 
opposition  begets  faction  ;  and  so  it  goes  on,  till  busi- 
ness is  impeded,  often  at  a  stand.  I  am  sure  (hav- 
ing the  business  prepared  by  proper  boards  or  a 
committee)  an  annual  session  of  two  months  would 
despatch  more  business  than  is  now  done  in  twelve, 
and  this  by  a  full  representation  of  the  Union. 

Long  as  this  letter  is,  I  intended  to  be  more  full 
on  some  of  the  points,  and  to  touch  on  others  ;  but  it 
is  not  in  my  power,  as  I  am  obliged  to  snatch  the 
moments,  which  give  you  this  hasty  production  of 
my  thoughts  on  the  subject  of  your  letter,  from  com- 
pany. With  very  great  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  &c 

P.  S.  Have  you  not  estimated  the  distance  from 
Cuyahoga  to  New  York  too  high. 
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TO  HOCR   WILLIAMSON,   IN   CONGRESS. 

Mount  Vbkxom,  31  Mtfdi.  t784. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  last  post  brought  me  your  favor  of  the  24th, 
The  sentiments  I  shall  deliver  in  answer  to  it  must  be 
considered  as  coming  from  an  individual  only,  for  I  am 
as  unacquainted  with  the  opinions,  and  know  as  Httle 
of  the  affairs  and  present  management  of  the  Swamp 
Company  in  Virginia  (though  a  member  of  it)  as  you 
do,  perhaps  less,  as  I  have  received  nothing  from 
thence,  nor  have  heard  any  thing  of  my  interest  there- 
in for  more  than  nine  years. 

I  am  equally  uninformed  of  the  motives,  which  in- 
duced the  Assembly  of  Virginia  to  open  a  canal  be- 
tween Kemp's  and  the  Northwest  Landings,  but 
presume  territorial  jurisdiction  must  have  been  the 
governing  principle. 

From  an  attentive  examination  of  the  Great  Dis- 
mal Swamp,  I  have  been  long  satisfied  of  the  practi- 
cability of  opening  a  communication  through  Drum- 
mond's  Pond  between  the  rivers,  which  empty  into 
Albemarle  Sound,  and  the  waters  of  Elizabeth  or 
Nansemond  River.  Once,  for  the  purpose  of  form- 
ing a  plan  for  reclaiming  the  lands,  more  than  with  a 
view  to  the  benefit  of  navigation.  I  traversed  Drum- 
mond's  Pond  through  its  whole  circuit ;  and  at  a  time 
when  it  was  brimful  of  water.  I  lay  one  night  on  the 
east  border  of  it,  on  ground  something  above  the 
common  level  of  the  swamp ;  and  in  the  morning,  I 
had  the  curiosity  to  ramble  as  far  into  the  swamp  as 
I  could  get  with  convenience,  to  the  distance  perhaps 
of  five  hundred  yards ;  and  found   that  the  water. 
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which,  at  the  margin  of  the  lake  (after  it  had  exceeded 
its  natural  bounds)  was  stagnant,  began  perceptibly 
to  move  eastward ;  and  at  the  extent  of  my  walk  it 
had  deepened,  got  more  into  a  channel,  and  increased 
obviously  in  its  motion.  This  discovery  left  not  a 
doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  current  was  descending 
into  one  of  the  rivers  of  Albemarle  Sound.  To  ascer- 
tain it,  I  directed  our  manager  to  hire  persons  to 
explore  it  fully.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  he 
some  time  afterwards  informed  me,  that  he  had  done 
so,  that  it  was  found  to  be  the  head  of  the  northwest 
river,  chat  to  the  place  where  the  water  had  formed 
a  regular  channel  of  considerable  width  and  depth  did 
not  exceed  four  miles,  and  that  from  thence  downwards 
to  the  present  navigation  of  the  river  there  was  no  other 
obstruction  to  small  craft  than  fallen  trees.  What  I 
have  given  as  coming  under  my  own  knowledge,  you 
may  rely  upon.  The  other  I  sufficiently  believe,  and. 
have  no  doubt  but  that  the  waters  of  Perquemins  and 
Pasquotank  Rivers  have  a  similar,  and  perhaps  as 
close  a  communication  with  Drummond's  Pond,  as 
those  of  the  northwest. 

My  researches  at  different  times  into  and  round  the 
swamp  (for  I  have  encompassed  the  whole)  have  en- 
abled me  to  make  the  following  observations ;  that  the 
principal  rivulets,  which  run  into  the  Great  Dismal,  if 
not  all  of  them,  are  to  the  westward  of  it,  from 
Suffolk  southwardly,  that  Drummond's  Pond  is  the 
receptacle  for  all  the  water,  which  can  force  its  way 
into  it  through  the  reeds,  roots,  trash,  and  fallen 
timber,  with  which  the  swamp  abounds ;  that  to  these 
obstructions,  and   the  almost  perfect   level   of   the 
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swamp,  are  to  be  ascribed  the  wetness  of  it ;  that,  in 
wet  seasons,  when  the  banks  of  the  pond  are  over- 
flowed by  the  assemblage  of  waters  from  the  quarter 
I  have  mentioned,  it  discharges  itself  with  equal  diffi- 
culty into  the  heads  of  the  rivers  Elizabeth  and 
Nansemond,  and  those  which  flow  into  Albemarle 
Sound;  for  it  is  a  fact,  that  the  late  Colonel  Tucker 
of  Norfolk,  on  a  branch  of  Elizabeth  River,  and  sev- 
eral others  on  Nansemond  River,  have  mills,  which 
arc,  or  have  been,  worked  by  the  waters  which  run 
out  of  the  swamp. 

Hence,  and  from  a  canal,  which  the  Virginia  Com- 
pany opened  some  years  since,  I  am  convinced,  that 
there  is  not  a  difference  of  more  than  two  feet  be* 
tween  one  part  of  the  swamp  and  another ;  that  the 
east  side  and  south  end  arc  lower  than  their  oppositcs ; 
and  that  a  canal  of  that  depth,  when  the  water  of 
Drummond's  Pond  is  even  with  its  banks,  and  more 
or  less  in  the  proportion  it  rises  or  sinks,  will  take  the 
water  of  it,  and,  with  the  aid  of  one  lock,  let  it  into 
either  Elizabeth  River  or  Nansemond;  neither  of 
which,  from  the  best  information  1  have  been  able  to 
obtain,  would  exceed  six  or  seven  miles.  Admitting 
these  things,  and  1  firmly  believe  in  them,  the  kind  of 
navigation  will  determine  the  expense,  having  due 
consideration  to  the  difhculty,  which  must  be  occa- 
sioned by  the  quantity  of  water,  and  little  fall  by  which 
it  can  be  run  off. 

To  attempt,  in  the  first  instance,  such  a  canal  as 
would  admit  any  vessel,  which  the  Bay  of  Albemarle 
is  competent  to.  would  in  my  opinion  be  tedious,  and 
attended  with  an  expense,  which  might   prove  dis- 
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couraging;  whilst  one  upon  a  more  contracted  scale 
would  answer  very  valuable  purposes,  and  might  be 
enlarged  as  the  practicability  of  the  measure,  and  the 
advantages  resulting  from  it.  should  be  unfolded ; 
appropriating  the  money,  which  shall  arise  from  the 
toll,  after  principal  and  interest  are  fully  paid,  as  a 
fund  for  the  further  extension  of  the  navigation, 
which  in  my  opinion  would  be  exceedingly  practicable, 
and  would  be  found  the  readiest  and  easiest  plan  to 
bring  it  to  perfection. 

If  this  method  should  be  adopted,  1  would  very 
readily  join  my  mite  towards  the  accomplishment, 
provided  the  canal,  which  the  State  of  Vii^inia  is 
about  to  cut,  should  not  render  it  an  unnecessary  or 
unprofitable  undertaking.  A  more  extended  plan 
would  be  too  heavy  for  my  purse. 

1  agree  in  sentiment  with  you,  that,  whenever  the 
public  is  disposed  to  reimburse  principal  and  interest 
to  the  corporation,  and  will  open  a  free  passage  of  the 
canal,  the  charter  should  cease;  but  I  do  not  think 
eight  per  cent  is  adequate.  1  mean  sufficiently  invit- 
ing, nor  ten  either,  unless  government,  in  the  act  for 
incoqjoration,  were  to  guaranty  the  expense,  and  be 
at  the  final  risk  of  the  success,  and  would  have,  though 
not  an  exorbitant,  yet  a  fixed  toll,  and  one  which  should 
be  judged  fully  competent  to  answer  the  purpose ; 
because  it  is  not  less  easy  than  pleasing  to  reduce 
it  at  any  time,  but  it  would  be  found  difficult  and  dis- 
gusting, however  necessary  and  urgent,  to  increase  it. 

In  other  respects,  my  opinion  differs  not  from  yours, 
or  the  propositions  you  enclosed  to.  Sir,  your  most 
obedient,  &c. 
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TO    THE    MARCHIONESS    DE    LAFAYETTE. 

MotTMT  VUNON,  4  April,  1764, 

Madam, 

It  is  now  more  than  ever  I  want  words  to  express 
the  sensibility  and  gratitude,  with  which  the  honor  of 
your  felicitations  of  the  26th  of  December  has  inspired 
me.  If  my  expression  was  equal  to  the  feebngs  of 
my  heart,  the  homage  I  am  about  to  render  you 
would  appear  in  a  more  favorable  point  of  view,  than 
my  most  sanguine  expectations  will  encourage  me  to 
hope  for,  I  am  more  inclined,  therefore,  to  rely  upon 
the  continuance  of  your  indulgent  sentiments  towards 
me,  and  that  innate  goodness  for  which  you  are 
remarkable,  than  upon  any  merit  I  possess,  or  any 
assurances  I  could  give  of  my  sense  of  the  oblig-ation 
I  am  under  for  the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon 
me  by  your  correspondence. 

Great  as  your  claim  is,  as  a  French  or  American 
woman,  or  as  the  wife  of  my  amiable  friend,  to  my 
affectionate  regards,  you  have  others  to  which  the 
palm  must  be  yielded.  The  charms  of  your  person, 
and  the  beauties  of  your  mind,  have  a  more  powerful 
operation.  These,  Madam,  have  endeared  you  to 
me,  and  every  thing,  which  partakes  of  your  nature, 
will  have  a  claim  to  my  afTections.  George  and  Vir- 
ginia, the  offspring  of  your  love,  whose  names  do 
honor  to  my  country  and  to  myself,  have  a  double 
claim,  and  will  be  the  objects  of  my  vows. 

From  the  clangor  of  arms  and  the  bustle  of  a  camp, 
freed  from  the  cares  of  public  employment  and  the 
responsibility  of  office,  I  am  now  enjoying  domestic 
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ease  under  the  shadow  of  my  own  vine  and  my  own 
f\g  tree ;  and  in  a  small  villa,  with  the  implements  of 
husbandry  and  lambkins  around  me,  1  expect  to  glide 
gently  down  the  stream  of  life,  till  I  am  entombed  in 
the  dreary  mansion  of  my  fathers. 

Mrs.  Washington  is  highly  honored  by  your  par- 
ticipations, and  feels  very  sensibly  the  force  of  your 
polite  invitation  to  Paris  ;  but  she  is  too  far  advanced 
in  life,  and  is  too  much  immersed  in  the  care  of  her 
little  progeny,'  to  cross  the  Atlantic  This,  my  dear 
Marchioness  (indulge  me  with  this  freedom),  is  not 
the  case  with  you.  You  have  youth  (and,  if  you 
should  not  incline  to  bring  your  children,  can  leave 
them  with  all  the  advantages  to  education),  and  must 
have  a  curiosity  to  see  the  country,  young,  rude,  and 
uncultivated  as  it  is.  for  the  liberties  of  which  your 
husband  has  fought,  bled,  and  acquired  much  glory, 
where  every  body  admires,  every  body  loves  him. 
Come,  then,  let  me  entreat  it,  and  call  my  cottage 
your  home  ;  for  your  own  doors  do  not  open  to  you 
with  more  readiness  than  mine  would.  You  will  see 
the  plain  manner  in  which  we  live,  and  meet  the  rus- 
tic civility  ;  and  you  shall  taste  the  simplicity  of  rural 
life.  It  will  diversify  the  scene,  and  may  give  you 
a  higher  relish  for  the  gayeties  of  the  court,  when 
you  return  to  Versailles.  In  these  wishes,  and 
in  most  respectful  compliments,  Mrs.  Washington 
joins  me.  With  sentiments  of  strong  attachment, 
and  very  great  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Madam,  &c 

■  llie  chlldrai  of  hef  toa.  Jolm  Parke  CuHJt. 
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TO   THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 


Mount  Vbiwdx.  8  April,  1784. 

Fear  Sir, 

I  f  with  frankness,  and  the  fullest  latitude  of  a  friend, 
you  will  give  me  your  opinion  of  the  institution  of  the 
Society  of  Cincinnati,  it  would  confer  an  acceptable 
favor  upon  me.  If  to  this  opinion,  you  would  be  so 
obliging  as  to  add  the  sentiments,  or  what  you  suppose 
to  be  the  sentiments  of  Congress  respecting  it,  1  would 
thank  you. 

That  you  may  have  the  best  materials  on  which  to 
form  a  judgment,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Society — consequent  of  their  choice  of  me 
for  President  pro:  tem:,  and  the  direction  therein;  I 
sent  the  Institution  to  the  French  land  and  naval  com- 
manders, and  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  (as  the 
senior  French  officer  in  the  American  Army,) — whose 
proceedings  thereon,  I  also  enclose. 

These  papers  you  will  please  to  retain  for  fear  of 
accidents,  till  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  to  see  you  at 
Annapolis,  the  week  after  next,  on  my  way  to  Phila- 
delphia, where  this  and  other  business  will  take  me, 
but  the  sooner  I  could  receive  your  sentiments  on  this 
subject,  the  more  pleasing  they  would  be. 

The  pamphlet  ascribed  to  Mr.  Durke,  as  I  am  told, 
had  its  effect — people  are  alarmed,  especially  in  the 
Eastern  States — how  justly,  or  how  contrary  to  the 
avowed  principles  of  the  Society,  and  the  purity  of 
their  motives,  I  will  not  declare ;  lest  it  should 
appear  that  I  wanted  to  biass  your  judgment,  rather 
than  to  obtain  an  opinion — which  if  you  please,  might 
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be  accompanied  with  sentiments,  under  the  informa- 
tion here  given  respecting  the  most  ehgible  measures 
to  be  pursued  by  the  Society  at  their  next  meeting.' 

You  may  be  assured,  Sir,  that  to  the  good  opinion 
alone,  which  I  entertain  of  your  abihties  and  candor, 
this  liberty  is  to  be  attributed ;  and  1  can  truly  add, 
that,  with  very  great  esteem  &  regard,  I  am  &c.' 


'  A  pamphlet  tud  been  publithcd,  entitled  CeHiidcratitni  an  tht  Sttiety,  or 
Ofitr.  0/  Cintiitiati.  which,  tltliouifh  luunymoui,  uiai  known  lo  have  beat 
written  b^  Ju(lg« -4-'daiiu«  Barke  of  South  CaJtJina.  It  wu  iheauthor'schtef 
purpose  to  bltuw,  thai  the  noL-ici)'  urcaicd  a  aobUiiy,  ot  what  be  callnl  a  clau 
of  "  hftdilar</  patrieiaiu"  ;  and  he  predicted  very  tlinfol  c<iR«r()urnccii  lo  the 
Hbtfrty  and  happtnet*  of  tU«  people,  \{  the  inklitution  were  Allowed  tv  gaiB 
itrength  apon  the  plan  nf  il>  original  otablitbinent.  He  Tccomincndcd  lcgl»> 
latiT«  interftrmte  to  put  a  itop  to  a  political  combination  of  military  com- 
idbikIuts,  frao^ht  with  principle*  >o  dangerous,  and  portending  to  the  rcpablic 
cvfli  so  aUrming.  The  pamphlet  wat  a  local  political  aliack,  directed  against 
iha  Carolina  l«adct«  who  were  inembcrt  of  the  Soc)«(y.  Jcflcreun'a  r«p]y  to 
WajhintKm  iupriulcd  in  Iiin  Werkt,  i.,  33J, 

*  "  The  choice  of  yout  delegate!)  to  the  general  nteeling  of  the  Society  of 
Cincinnati  c«vr  me  plc&mrc.  I  wish  *ciy  sincerely  yon  would  aU  attend. 
\je\  me  impreui  this  upon  ytu.  with  a  request  that  yoti  would  inpms  it  upon 
your  br»lkert  of  the  delegiUinn. 

"  Tbit  meeting,  cotisidering  the  pccjudicct  and  jcalouties  whid  have  antcn, 
should  not  only  he  rcipcctabtc  In  Httmirri,  but  respectable  in  ait/ilift.  Our 
meanrres  ihould  be  ddibemte  and  wiw.  If  we  cannot  convince  the  p«eplc, 
that  their  fears  tic  ill  founded,  wc  ihonld  at  Icul  in  a  dcsicc  yield  to  then, 
and  not  nilfer  that,  wbicli  woa  ttilcndcd  (or  the  bcK  uf  pnrpoiet,  to  produce  a 
h»d  one;  which  will  lie  the  eoni^cqtience  of  dirinnnt,  piDceedingfrom  attoppo- 
xition  to  the  nincni  npinion,  if  thit  he  the  fact  in  the  cai-tcm  Stales,  aa  jamt 
tay  it  is.  Indcpcndrni  of  this,  there  are  other  maKcrb,  which  call  (oraitCBlioa 
at  the  eniuing  mccling. 

"Vou  will  oblige  mc  by  having  the  cncloEcdadvcnlMinentlnscncd (twice)  in 
a  gniette  oF  yuur  State.  Ttie  one,  wbicb  it  aunt  difluMve  among  that  dau  of 
people,  whoflc  viewt  it  ii  motl  likely  to  meet,  will  antwcr  mypurpowt  boat." — 
tfatAiii£tnH  to  J^naihan  TrwuiuU,  jtr..  4  April,  1764. 

The  Society  held  a  general  meeting  at  Philadclpia,  and  Washington  reduecd 
to  writing  biv  ideas  on  the  ultcntions  lo  be  made  in  the  contlttution. 

"  Strike  Dili  every  word,  lenicncc  and  clnuse,  which  hat  a  poliltcal  tendency. 

"  UicconilnDC  the  bertditary  part  ia  (Jl  iti  connectioot,  aiMluaJy,  wU&onl 
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TO    GOVERNOR  TRUMBULL. 

pHU-ADKLTtllA,  I5  MlT,  I7B4- 

Dear  Sik, 

It  was  with  great  pleasure  and  thankfulness  I 
received  a  recognisance  of  your  friendship,  in  your 
letter  of  the  30th  of  last  month. 

It  is  indeed  a  pleasure,  from  the  walks  of  private 
[life  to  view  in  retrospect  all  the  meanderings  of  our 

ranbtfilaliodt  which  canberoiHtruedinloconcealincnl,  orKdiaogevf  grotuid 
Ijh/i','  (ot  ihk  would,  in  my  opinion,  incrmsc.  rather  then  albjr  snsptcioiu. 
"  Admit  no  more  honorary  member*  inio  the  *ociety, 
"  Kcjcci  &ub»cripUoak  01  •lonaiianafrom  every  pcrMm,  who  ii  not  *  cidicn 
of  the  United  Suiet. 

"  PIftcc  lh«  fund*  upon  Mch  a  (ooliog,  a*  iv  rvmov*  the  i«aleu««a,  which  are 
.cntenained  on  thai  acoie. 

"  Resgieding  th«  (niids,  it  would  be  mxgnaniiDoBs  to  plic«  thcTD,  is  the  fir« 
flnftancc,  in  the  hand  «I  the  lejpslature*  for  the  tufiftis  purp^stt  (of  which  they 
I  were  intended.  Thii  would  thnw  a  ganerous  conlidence  in  (mr  cnantrj'.  which 
I  night  he  produclive  of  favomhle  leniiments  and  retumi.    .    .     . 

"  Aboliali  [he  ijcncral  nicctiiiGS  allotjcihci  at  un iicccsbary .  The  consliintion 
I  being  firni,  acunlinunliun  of  ihcin  would  be  ex[>eiuive,  and  very  probably,  from 
•  di««niil]r  ■>(  tenliinent  and  teciaititir  ti(  ojntiion,  miglit  be  produetive  of  more 
Ldusenaion  than  harmony  ;  (or  it  hai  been  much  ohterred,  '  thai  nuihia£  looacHS 
the  bands  of  private  <ripndfhip  more,  Ihan  fr>r  (rtends  to  put  ihom  wires  againal 
each  other  in  public  debate  where  every  one  it  free  to  (peak  and  to  act,'  Dis- 
trict meetings  might  alio  be  dficonllnucd.  a>  of  veiy  little  ii>c.  bat  auraclire 
tX  much  ipeculaiion. 

"  No  alteratioria,  ahorl  of  wtiat  uc  here  efiumcialcd,  will,  in  my  opinion,  re- 
concile the  tociety  to  the  community.  Whether  these  o-ill  do  it,  iiqneMloitabI*. 
WithoDt  bdng  poataued  of  the  rvaionR  which  induce  many  getitlomen  to  retain 
tbeir  vrdtr  oi  badge  of  the  aociely,  It  will  be  can(;ciTcd  by  llic  public,  ihal  tba 
order  (which  except  in  Iti  perpeitilty  Mill  appears  Jn  the  Mine  lerriftcnmy  ax  at 
&ntt}  is  a  feather  wc  cannot  content  to  pluck  from  oiruJv^t,  though  Me  have 
taken  il  from  our  deH:cndaaiL  If  we  assign  the  rcatoni,  we  might,  I  picmiae, 
aa  well  diacoatinue  the  orderv" 

Many  of  iheae  tucge^ted  altcmliuns  were  made  and  a  circular  letter  to  tlte 
State  Societies,  dated  i ;  May,  1784,  wu  prepared  by  John  Dickinwn,  of  Pcnn* 
■yWania.  Col.  Henry  Lee,  of  Virginia,  and  Col.  tlavid  Humphreys,  of  New 
York,  Kiiing  forth  the  cbangei.     It  wai  ligood  by  Washington  as  Preaident. 

"The  elections  (or  this  yc.tr  ha«e  proved  the  rcadinen  of  the  citticsa  to 
incorporate  the  miUtary  with  the  civil.     1  have  heard  of  the  succeaa  of  leme 
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past  labors,  the  difficulties  through  which  we  have 
waded,  and  the  happy  haven  to  which  the  ship  has 
been  brought.  Is  it  possible,  after  this,  that  it  should 
founder?  Will  not  the  All-wise  and  All-powerfu!  Di- 
rector of  human  events  preserve  it  ?  I  think  he  will. 
He  may,  however,  (forsome  wise  purpose  of  his  own,) 
suffer  our  indiscretions  and  folly  to  place  our  national 
character  low  in  the  political  scale;  and  this,  unless 
more  wisdom  and  less  prejudice  take  the  lead  in  our 
government,  will  most  certainly  happen. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  Sir,  there  is  x\o  disparity  in 
our  ways  of  thinking  and  acting,  though  there  may 
happen  to  be  a  little  in  the  years  wc  have  lived,  which 
places  the  advantage  of  the  correspondence  on  my 
side,  as  I  shall  benefit  by  your  experience  and  obser- 
vations ;  and  that  no  correspondence  can  be  more 
pleasing  to  me  than  that,  which  originates  from  simi- 
lar sentiments  and  similar  conduct  through  (though 
not  a  long  war,  the  importance  of  it  and  attainments 
considered,)  a  painful  contest  1  pray  you,  therefore, 
to  continue  me  among  the  number  of  your  friends. 


iailiiar;r  candidaics  in  ilifFrrcnt  counties,  >nd  of  the  rcjccrion  of  one  ooly. 
This  rcpadinlion  witeHecie<l  !>}■  Bnik\  pamphl«i  agaimi  Uie  Cincinnati ;  which 
hui  circuUlcd  vciy  widely  ihrough  lli«  souihcrn  pait*  «f  Virginia  oud  p«i- 
ticubrly  Mccklenberg.  FcThaju  (lie  inili!>p(»itioa  ol  llie  people  towanlt  the 
■ociely  in  gentrtil  w»  much  heightened  when  applieil  to  Col.  Hepliinii,  titf 
CMiitiilaie  who  miscanied,  by  a  report  that  hv  nos  depnl)'  to  the  convcnlioa 
thorlly  tu  be  hulden  in  Philadelphia.  How  iai  GenerAl  WjaJiington]  patron- 
ice*  the  aKftoeiatJOD,  it,  as  yet,  an  impenelratile  tecrel.  It  has,  however,  b«cii 
md  {tu  him,  thai  in  V\%  opinion,  ncilher  Burk,  noi  (he  author  who  aiuwcrcd 
bim,  un<Lcnitix>d  the  principles  of  the  InMitulioii." — KomMf^  tv  Jtfferitm,  %\ 
April,  17$+. 

"  I  am  perfectly  convinced,  that,  if  the  linl  inaCilutton  uf  this  Society  twd 
not  been  parted  with,  ere  Ibit  we  thould  have  had  the  couatfy  in  an  nproar. 
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and  to  favor  mc  with  such  observations  and  sentiments 
as  may  occur. 

As  my  good  friend,  Colonel  Trumbull,  is  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting,  which 
brought  us  together,  our  embarrassments  and  final 
decision,  I  will  refer  the  detail  of  them  to  him.  With 
the  most  perfect  esteem  and  regard,  J  have  the  honor 
to  be,  &c.' 


TO    RUFUS    PUTNAM. 
OeAK  Sir,  mount  Vebnon,  ijune,  1784. 

I  could  not  answer  your  favor  of  the  5th  ulto.,  from 
Fhila.,  because  Genl.  Knox  having  mislaid,  only  pre- 
sented the  letter  to  me,  in  the  moment  of  my  depar- 
ture from  that  place.  The  sentiments  of  esteem  and 
friendship  which  breathe  in  it,  are  exceedingly  pleas- 
ing and  Battering  to  mc — and  you  may  rest  assured 
they  are  reciprocal. 

I  wish  it  was  In  my  power  to  give  you  a  more  favor- 
able account  of  the  officers'  petition  for  Lands  on  the 
Ohio  and  its  waters,  than  I  am  about  to  do. — After 
this,  and  information  respecting  the  establishment  for 

■ad  a  line  tA  lepantlon  drawn  between  ihU  Sodci;  and  thdr  ldlow<<(lceas. 
The  alienili am,  which  look  pUc«  al  Ifce  latl  general  meeting,  have  (|uieled  the 
clanioiB,  which  in  many  of  the  Sutc»  were  mini- to  a  t^rcnt  height  \  but  I  Imvc 
ROI  hritrd  yri  ol  the  incorpnrAlinn  of  any  Kociely  by  the  Stale  to  which  it 
belongo,  vhich  is  an  evidence,  iii  my  mtad,  that  the  jeatoutiea  of  the  people 
ue  rather  aMccp  than  removed  on  thi*  ozamaa."—WatkingtetHc  St.  Ciair, 
St  Aii£uU.  1755. 

■  It  waa  Waihingtoo't  nith  to  gn  Irom  I'hiladelphia  lo  the  Kalla  <A  Nlifprnt, 
and  into  Canada.  "  Two  cauacs  prcrcot  it.  My  private cuDceriii  areorsnch* 
■tature,  that  >E  ik morally  iinpoisil>le  far  me  lobe  absent  long  (loin  home  at  tUa 
jsncture.  .  .  .  The  other  it,  thai  I  am  not  dinpoied  in  be  iiii!el>ted  tor  my 
patapoil  to  Niagara  tolhc  courtesy  of  ihcDrittih.whoareitiil]  I  believe  ponetwd 
o(  oar  weUem  poati."—  U'afJkingttm  U  Sckttyltr,  i  j  May,  17B4, 
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Peace,  were  my  enquiries  solely  directed,  as  I  passed 
thro'  Annapolis  on  my  way  to  Philadt-lphia, — but  T 
could  not  learn  that  any  thing  decisive  had  been  done 
in  either.  On  the  latter  Congress  are  differing  about 
their  powers,  but  as  they  have  accepted  of  the  cession 
from  Virginia,  and  have  resolved  to  lay  off  ten  new 
States  bounded  by  latitudes  and  longitudes,  it  should 
be  supposed  that  they  will  determine  something  re- 
specting the  former  before  ihey  adjourn,  and  yet  1  very 
much  question  it,  as  the  latter  event  is  to  happen  on 
the  third  of  next  month. 

As  the  Congress,  who  are  to  meet  in  November 
next  by  adjournment,  will  be  composed  from  a  new 
choice  of  Delegates  in  each  State,  it  Is  not  in  my  power 
at  this  time,  to  direct  you  to  a  proper  correspondence 
in  that  body.  I  wish  1  could,  for  persuaded  I  am, 
that  to  some  such  causes  as  you  have  assigned  may  be 
ascribed  the  delay  which  the  petition  has  encountered  ; 
— for  surely,  if  justice  and  gratitude  to  the  Officers, 
and  \\\^  general  policy  of  the  Union,  were  to  govern 
in  this  case,  there  would  not  be  the  smallest  interrup- 
tion in  granting  their  request.  1  really  feel  for  those 
Gentlemen  who,  by  these  unaccountable  (by  any  other 
means  than  those  which  you  have  suggested)  delays, 
are  held  in  such  an  awkward  and  disagreeable  state 
of  suspence ;  and  wish  my  endeavors  could  remove 
the  obstacles.  At  Princeton  (before  Congress  left 
that  place)  I  exerted  every  power  I  was  master  of, 
and  dwelt  upon  the  arguments  you  have  used  to  shew 
the  propriety  of  a  speedy  decision.  Every  member 
with  whom  I  conversed  acquiesced  in  the  justice  of 
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the  petition ;  all  yielded,  or  seemed  to  yield  to  the 
policy  of  it.  but  plead  the  want  of  cession  of  the  Land 
to  act  upon. — This  is  made,  and  accepted,  and  yet 
matters  (as  (ar  as  they  have  come  to  my  knowledge) 
remain  in  statu  quo.^ 

I  am  endeavoring  to  do  something  with  the  Lands 
1  now  hold,  and  have  had  in  that  Country  these  twelve 
or  fourteen  years.  The  enclosed  contains  the  terms 
upon  which  I  propose  to  lease  them.  I  am  not 
sanguine  in  obtaining  Tenants  on  them  in  this  country; 
and  yet  on  leases  renewable  forever — or  for  the  term 
of  999  years.  I  will  not  (considering  the  peculiar 
situation  and  advantages  of  these  Lands)  take  le.ss. 
For  a  short  time  I  care  little  about  the  rent,  because, 
knowing  the  value  and  convenience  of  the  Land,  I 
am  certain  that  the  improvements  which  are  to  be 
made  thereon,  will  enable  me  thereafter  to  command 
my  own  terms.  If  you  think  the  promulgation  of 
them  can  be  ofservice  to  others,  ormyscif.  it  is  optional 
with  you  to  do  it.     With  very  sincere  &c. 


TO  JAMES    MADISON. 

HouHT  Vsu«oN,  13  June,  17S4. 

Sir, 

Can  nothing  be  done  in  our  Assembly  for  poor 
Paine  ?  Must  the  merits  and  services  o{  Common  Sense 
continue  to  glide  down  the  stream  of  time  unrewarded 
by  this  country  ?  His  writings  certainly  have  had  a 
powerful  effect  upon  the  public  mind.  Ought  they 
not,  then,  to  meet  an  adequate  return  ?     He  is  poor, 
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he  is  chagrined,  and  almost,  if  not  altogether,  in 
despair  of  relief.  New  York,  not  the  least  distressed, 
nor  best  able  State  in  the  Union,  hasdone  something 
for  him.  This  kind  of  provision  he  prefers  lo  an  allow- 
ance from  Congress.  He  has  reasons  for  it,  which 
to  him  are  conclusive;  and  such,  I  think,  as  may  be 
approved  by  others.  Mis  views  are  moderate  ;  a 
decent  independency  is,  I  believe,  all  he  aims  ai. 
Ought  he  to  be  disappointed  of  this?  If  you  think 
otherwise,  I  am  sure  you  will  not  only  move  the  mat- 
ter, butgive  it  your  support.  For  me,  it  only  remains 
to  feel  for  his  situation  ;  and  to  assure  you  of  the  sin- 
cere esteem  and  regard,  with  which  1  have  the  honor 
to  be,  dear  Sir,  &c.' 

*  Kmilu  lellenL  wcie  written  to  Palrick  Henry  and  Richud  Henry  L««. 
Th*  Milijcct  wiii  hiv'iu([li(  t>«fi>rc  the  lirgttJatuic  of  Vir^ials,  ami  it  ua»propo«ed 
to  give  Mr.  Paine  a  motel;  of  a  tract  of  land  on  ihc  eosleni  shore  of  the  Chesa- 
peake Bftf. 

"  The  ««]■  reception  it  found,  ioduccd  the  friends  p(  the  meonue  to  add  ifae 
olhci  iDolcly  to  the  propoililon.  which  wvuld  have  raited  the  market  value  of 
the  donation  10  about  (our  ihouoind  pounds,  or  npwards,  thqngh  it  would  iwt 
pn>t>Attty  have  commanded  a  nut  of  moic  tliau  one  huudrcd  paund»  per  aonuai, 
lu  tliijt  (urni  the  bill  paued  thioucb  (wo  rcailiniji.  The  third  readint;  ptowd, 
tbut  Ihc  tid«  hnd  tnddcnly  rhingrd,  for  the  bill  wm  thrown  out  \>j  B  large  »»• 
joiily.  All  attempt  wu  next  made  to  sell  the  land  in  iiucsiion.  and  appljr  two 
thnuMindpaandiof  ihcinoDcylo  thcpuTctiucoiafarmfofMt.  PaiiK.  Thiswms 
lOft  by  a  tingle  voice.  Whether  a  greater  clivpoiition  to  reward  patriotic  and 
diiliiiguiihed  eneniotu  of  genius  will  bcfoundon  any  succecdiRg  occa&ioti,  i» 
not  (orme  to  predetermine.  Shuuldit  finally  ap|]ettr,tbntlhemeri(io(  the  buu. 
whose  writi.pg(  have  hi  much  contHbutcil  lu  eniorce  and  fottcr  the  tpiril  of 
Indepcnilcncc  m  the  people  o\  America,  ar«r  unable  lo  innpire  then  with  a  juM 
beneficence,  Lhe  world,  it  i(  lo  be  (eaied.  will  give  us  %%  little  credit  for  our 
policy  as  for  our  Kratttude  in  this  particular." — AtaJiien't  Lttirr,  Jnly  ad. 

Mr.  I..ee  wrote  that  he  wan  not  present  when  lhe  propodlion  was  broaght 
fotward.  "  I  have  been  told."  «nid  he,  *'  that  it  miiearried  fma  its  bei^ 
obiei^ed,  that  he  had  tbown  enioit;  to  thit  Stale  by  hatiii^  wiiltcaapamphlM 
hjurioui  to  our  claim  of  western  territory.  It  hu  ever  appeared  to  me,  that 
this  pamphlet  was  thecooECtjueneeof  Mr.  Paine'i being him^lf  iaipoacd  upon. 
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■  Dear  Doctor, 

H  I  have  come  to  a  resolution,  (if  not  prevented  by 

any  thing  at  present  unforeseen,)  to  take  a  trip  to  the 

I  western  country  this  fall,  and  for  that  purpose  to 
leave  home  the  first  of  September.  By  appointment 
I  am  to  be  at  the  Warm  Springs  the  7th  of  that 
month;  and  at  Gilbert  Simpson's  the  15th.  where, 
having  my  partnership  accounts,  with  some  of  very 
longstanding,  to  settle,  and  things  to  provide  for  the 
trip  to  the  Kanhawa,  I  expect  to  be  by  the  loth  or 
nth,  that  is,  four  or  five  days  before  the  15th.     It  is 

mtl  thai  it  was  imtlkcc  Uic  Cnult  of  lli-c  pUcc  than  Ihc  tn.au." — Juljr  aad,  Arlltiir 
Lee  witH  mott  rv*poniible  for  the  (ailurc  of  thr  tnrunirc.  (or  he  wu  activD  in 
nltirftting  A  prejudice  ftgaiaat  Puine.  Thid  wai  Mtmewhol  ungncienis,  m 
P&Eiic  had  bcfricndct]  l>cc  in  hi^  coniTovcni;  witb  Unac. 

The  pamplileihefe  illiideil  lo  was  ta.\\X\t&, I'ukUe  G^ :  Mngan  Ejtami- 
m^on  itla  lie  Claim  »/  fir^imia  to  tk*  vamitl  WeiUm  Territ^rj^  amdaf  tkt 
JtifAt  0/  tki  UHiud  StaUt  to  tht  same  ;  rj^. 

In  tbeorderofd&tet  we  may  here  Jotroduce  itio  fallowing  resolu lion,  poucd 
by  the  legialattue  of  Vii^pnia  od  the  asd  ol  Juoe. 

"Rnolvcd.  Ihsc  Ihc  Exccuiivc  be  rcqunlcd  to  take  measures  fat  piocuring 
a  ituine  oi  Generil  Wnshinglon  to  be  o-t  the  fine«t  mAtlilc,  and  be«t  worknian- 
diip,  with  the  following  injicripiioii  on  its  pedc&lal : 

"  '  The  UcncnU  Auembly  of  the  Com  man  weal  111  of  Virginia  bare  cawted 
thititalue  to  be  erected  at  a  Monument  of  ABcction  and  Cmltlud*  to  George 
WaiJiinctun,  wbo,  nnitinc  to  the  Endowments  of  the  Hero  the  Virtues  of  the 
Patriot,  and  exerting  both  in  citabliihingib*  Lilieiliesaf  his  Couniry,  bos  rea- 
dered  hi?i  Name  ilear  to  hii  Fellow  Citixeni,  and  given  the  World  an  immottal 
Example  of  tmc  Glory,'" 

Thb  ttaiue  was  eiecuteJ  tiy  Houdon,  who  waa  employed  by  Mr.  Jeflenon, 
M  the  rwivcct «(  the  governor  o(  Vir^inin,  and  who  came  lu  Aaicnca  in  the 
■nmner  of  17B5  for  the  rxpicu  purpose  o(  taking  an  ciaci  cutt  of  General 
Wasliingtnn'x  (eatum  and  penon.  He  returned  to  Pam  and  finished  hi( 
work  in  that  place.  The  ilatae  box  always  hcco  conaidercd  as  cabibiting  a 
remarkabte  membCanco  of  tbe  original.  It  it  placed  in  the  Staie-IIoufe  at 
RidiiBOD  d . — Sfarki. 
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possible,  though  of  this  I  cannot  b<:  certain  at  this 
time,  that  I  shall.  If  I  find  it  necessar)'to  lay  my  lands 
off"  In  lots,  make  a  day  or  two's  delay  at  each  of  my 
tracts  upon  the  Ohio,  before  I  reach  the  Kanhawa. 
where  my  stay  will  be  the  longest,  and  more  or  less 
according  to  circumstances. 

I  mention  alt  these  matters,  that  you  may  be  fully 
apprized  of  my  plan,  and  the  time  it  may  probably 
take  to  accomplish  ir.  If,  under  this  information,  it 
would  suit  you  to  go  with  me.  I  should  be  very  glad 
of  your  company.  No  other  except  my  nephew, 
Bushrod  Washington,  and  that  is  uncertain,  will  be  of 
the  party  ;  because  it  can  be  no  amusement  to  others 
to  follow  me  in  a  tourof  business,  and  from  one  of  my 
tracts  of  land  lo  another;  (for  I  am  not  going  to  ex- 
plore the  country,  nor  am  I  in  search  of  fresh  lands, 
but  lo  secure  what  I  have ;)  nor  would  it  suit  me  to 
be  embarrassed  by  the  plans,  movements,  or  whims  of 
others,  or  even  to  have  my  own  made  unwieldy.  For 
this  reason  I  shall  continue  to  decline  all  overtures, 
which  may  be  made  to  accompany  me.  Your  busi- 
ness and  mine  lays  in  the  same  part  of  the  country,  and 
are  of  a  similar  nature;  the  only  difference  is,  that 
mine  maybe  longer  in  the  execution.  If  you  go,  you 
will  have  occasion  to  take  nothing  from  hence,  but  a 
servant  to  look  after  your  horses,  and  such  bedding 
as  you  may  think  proper  at  make  use  of.  I  will  carry 
a  marquee,  some  camp  utensils,  and  a  few  stores.  A 
boat,  or  some  other  kind  of  vessel,  will  be  provided 
for  the  voyage  down  the  river,  either  to  my  place  on 
the  Youghiogany,  or  Fort  Pitt,  measures  for  this  pur- 
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pose  having* been  already  taken.  A  few  medicines,  and 
hooks  and  lines,  you  may  probably  want.  My  com- 
pliments and  best  wishes,  in  which  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton joins,  are  offered  to  Mrs.  Craik  and  your  family, 
and  I  am,  with  sincere  esteem  and  friendship,  dear 
Sir,  yours,  &c.' 


I 


I 


TO   CLEMENT    BIDDLE. 

MOUKT  VEItMO»,  s9  Jiiljr.  l7Si. 

DE.fR  Sir. 

The  mulatto  fellow.  William,  who  has  been  with  me 
all  the  war,  is  attached  (married  he  says)  to  one  of 
his  own  color,  a  free  woman,  whoduringthc  war.  was 

*  The  Gcneni]  Aimnbly  of  Virginw,  on  ihe  32(1  of  June,  voted  an  uldieu  10 
CmicrI  Wuhington.  A  jonnl  commicicr.  appnintnl  for  the  purpoM  by  the 
two  H9UMS,  waited  on  him  a  few  dayi  afterwanls  at  Mvunl  Vcmoii,  and 
prneiited  to  him  the  addrcat  in  behalf  of  ihc  Ancmbly  to  which,  on  the  isth 
of  July,  he  made  the  followiaj;  reply  : 

"  W!ch  fccllnca,  whid  arc  more  easy  to  be  coaccived  than  ciprcacil,  1  meet 
and  rcaprocate  thecufigratuUlioniof  the  reprcKatalivnuf  this  cumin  on  wealth 
on  Ihe  final  rklxblithinent  of  peace. 

"  Nolbitif;  can  add  mnie  in  ihe  pleaiurc.  which  aritet  tram  a  conadoui 
dUcharge  of  public  tnict,  than  the  appfobadon  of  one'i  cxiiintiy.  To  have  b<m 
ao  happy,  undei  a  mciiskude  of  fortanc,  aaiidst  the  difficult  and  trying  cccoei 
of  an  arduous  conllici,  as  to  meet  thifc.  i»,  in  my  mind,  to  hare  attained  the 
bighett  booor ;  and  the  coniideralion  of  it,  tn  my  prevent  peacvfal  retircmeni. 
will  heichtcn  all  oiy  dummic  joya,  and  coniiiiulc  my  En<i'«>t  fcUi;ity. 

"  I  tbould  have  been  truly  waniinc  in  duty,  and  miut  have  fnitlratcd  the 
gnat  aodiniporlAncobjfci  for  which  were^orled  loarmi,  if.  Hdnc«d  by  a  Icmpo- 
cvy  Riganl  for  fame,  i  hadiufFcrcdllic  paltry  Inirof  it  ta  interfere  with  my  coun- 
tiy*s  welfare  ;  the  inleieit  of  which  was  the  only  indueemenl,  which  carried  me 
into  the  field,  or  permitted  the  ucred  right*  of  civil  authority,  though  but  for 
a  momcnl.  to  l>c  vfolatcd  and  infringed  by  a  power,  meant  originally  to  rescue 
and  ccmSrm  them. 

"  For  those  Tewatds  anil  Ulewiini;*,  which  you  have  itivukcd  for  me  in  ihit 
world,  and  for  ihc  fniiiion  of  that  happiaext,  which  yua  pray  for  in  that  which 
\\  to  come,  you  have.  Gentlemen,  all  my  Ihanki  and  nil  my  gratitude.  I  wiib 
1  C9nld  eaiurc  tLcin  to  you,  and  Ibe  Stale  yvu  icpretent.  b  hundred  fold." 
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also  of  my  family.  She  has  been  in  an  infirm  condi- 
tion for  some  time,  and  I  had  conceived  that  the  con- 
nexion between  them  had  ceased  :  but  I  am  mistaken 
it  seems  they  are  both  applying  to  get  her  here,  and 
the'  I  never  wished  to  see  her  more,  I  cannot  refuse 
his  request  (if  it  can  be  complied  with  on  reasonable 
terms)  as  he  has  served  me  faithfully  for  many  years. 
After  premising  thus  much.  I  have  to  beg  the  favor 
of  you  to  procure  her  a  passage  to  Alexanda..  either 
by  Sea,  in  the  Stage,  or  in  the  passage  boat  from  the 
head  of  Elk,  as  you  shall  think  cheapest  and  best, 
and  her  situation  will  admit ; — the  cost  of  either  I  will 
pay.  Her  name  is  Margaret  Thomas,  allias  Lee 
(the  name  by  which  he  calls  himself).  She  lives  in 
Philada.  with  Isaac  and  Hannah  Sile — black  people, 
who  are  often  employed  by  families  in  the  city  as  cooks. 

1  am  &c.' 


TO  JACOB  READ.* 

Dear  Sir  moukt  vkkmom.  ii  Aupwi,  1784. 

I  return  the  letter  you  were  so  obliging  as  to  send 
me.  and  thank  you  for  the  perusal  of  iL  No  copy 
has  been  taken ;  nor  will  any  part  of  its  contents 
transpire  from  me. 

Although    Mr.   L 's  informant  may  have  the 

means  of  acquiring  knowledge,  and  though  it  is  un- 
doubted that  the  British  cabinet  wish  to  recover  the 
United  States  to  a  dependence  on  that  government, 

'  Tbi*  Willwin  ■■«*■•  Billv,"  purclinscd  by  WjwHngtoo  of  Mary  l.*ein  1768, 
for  j£'63  15 1.  He  was  ibc  Krr^inl  cnentianed  in  the  preface  to  ibe  fotgcd  letten 
ali776. 

*  A  delegate  in  Congreat  (ram  South  CaroUna. 
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yet  I  can  scarce  think  they  ever  expect  to  see  it  realized, 
or  that  they  have  any  plan  in  contemplation  to  trj*  to 
effect  it ;  unless  our  want  of  wisdom,  and  perseverance 
in  error,  should  in  their  judgment  render  the  attempt 
certain.  The  affairs  of  Ireland,  if  our  accounts  from 
thence  are  to  be  relied  on,  are  in  too  turbulent  a  state 
to  suffer  Great  Britain  to  enter  very  soon  into  another 
quarrel  with  America,  even  if  her  finances  were  on  a 
more  respectable  fooling,  than  I  believe  them  to  be  ; 
and  her  prospect  of  success  must  diminish  as  our 
population  increases,  and  the  government  becomes 
more  consistent ;  without  the  last  of  which,  indeed, 
any  thing  may  be  apprehended.  It  is,  however,  as 
necessary  for  the  sovereign  in  council,  as  it  is  for  the 
general  in  the  field,  not  to  despise  information,  but  to 
hear  all,  compare  all,  combine  them  with  other  cir- 
cumstances and  take  measures  accordingly.  Nothing, 
I  confess,  would  sooner  induce  me  to  give  credit  to  a 
hostile  intention  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  than 
their  continuing,  (without  the  shadow  of  reason  for  I 
really  sec  none.)  to  withhold  the  western  posts  on  the 
American  side  the  line  from  us,  and  sending,  as  the 
gazettes  say  is  their  intention.  Sir  Guy  Carlelon  over 
as  Viceroy  to  their  possessions  In  America,  which  are 
to  undergo  a  new  organization. 

The  opinion  I  have  here  given,  you  will  readily 
perceive  Is  founded  upon  the  ideas  I  entertain  of  the 
temper  of  Ireland,  the  imbecility  of  Great  Britain,  and 
herinterna!  divisions  ;  for  with  pain  I  add.  that  I  think 
our  affairs  are  under  wretched  management,  and  that 
our  conduct,  if  Great  Britain  was  in  circumstances  to 
take  advantage  of  it,  would  bid  her  hope  every  thing. 
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while  other  powers  might  expect  UttU  from  the  wis- 
dom or  exertion  of  these  States, 

I  thank  you  for  your  proffered  services  to  the  east- 
ward. I  have  nothing  to  trouble  you  with,  but  wish- 
ing you  may  lind  the  air  of  Rhode  Island  salubrious 
and  beneficial  to  your  mother,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  with  great  esteem,  &c. 


TO    COUNT    DE    ROCHAMBEAU. 

Mv  DEAR  Count.  "<*'""  ^'*"°"-  ^  *"««"•  '^^ 

I  thank  you  for  your  favor  of  the  i6th  of  June  by 
the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  who  arrived  here  three 
days  ago  ;  and  for  your  other  letter  of  the:  4th  of  May, 
which  also  came  safe.'  Permit  me  to  offer  you  my 
sincere  congratulations  on  your  appointment  to  the 
government  of  Picardy.  It  is  an  honorable  testimony 
of  the  approbation  of  your  Prince,  and  a  just  reward 
for  your  services  and  merit.  Should  fortune  ever  put 
it  into  my  power  to  come  to  France,  your  being  at 
Calais  would  be  an  irresistible  inducement  for  me  to 
make  it  a  visit. 

My  letters  from  Philadelphia,  public  and  private, 
would  give  you  a  full  account  of  every  matter  and 
thing  respecting  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  and 
upon  what  footing  ait  claims  to  the  order  were  there- 
after to  be  decided.  To  these  referring,  I  shall  save 
you  the  trouble  of  reading  a  repetition.     Consider- 

'  L«Iay«l(e  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  4II1  o(  Avgnnt,  aft«r  a  p*aug*  of 
thlny-four  day*  fTom  France.  He  remained  ■  short  time  in  New  York.  10  re- 
ceive the  congntnlatiooi  of  the  citiirai.,  and  aUo  In  Philadelphia,  sad  Iben 
Inatcncd  lorwaid  lo  Uooot  Vernon,  which  }iUce  h«  readied  on  (h«  t^tk. 
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ing  how  recently  the  King  of  Sweden  has  changed 
the  form  of  government  of  that  countrj*.  it  is  not  so 
much  to  be  wondered  at.  that  "Kxs  fears  should  get  the 
better  of  his  liberality,  at  anything  which  might  have 
the  semblance  of  republicanism ;  but  when  it  is  fur- 
ther  considered,  how  few  of  his  nation  had.  or  could 
have  a  right  to  the  order,  I  think  he  might  have  suf- 
fered his  complaisance  to  overcome  them.' 

I  will  not  trouble  you  with  a  long  letter  at  this  time, 
because  1  have  nothing  worthy  of  communication. 
Mrs.  Washington,  always  pleased  with  your  recollec- 
tion of  her,  and  glad  to  hear  of  your  health,  prays  you 
to  accept  her  compliments  and  best  wishes.  Mine 
are  always  sincere  and  offered  (though  unknown)  to 
Madame  de  Rochambeau,  the  Viscount  your  son,  and 
any  of  the  officers  of  the  army  you  commanded  in 
America,  whom  you  may  see.  and  with  whom  1  have 
the  honor  of  an  acquaintance.  With  great  esteem 
and  regard,  1  am,  dear  Sir,  &c* 

*  The  King  oT  Sweden  had  declined  penolitiof  the  ofliccn  in  tlic  Frtnch 
■rmr,  who  were  h»  nthjecti,  kdA  who  had  been  in  America,  lo  treat  the  order 
o(  the  Ciacinneti,  on.  thegrounH  ihai  the  Intiinilon  hid  a  rcjiubliceti  l«ndenc]r 
no4  ioilnl  lo  bis  government. 

*G«nenI  Wuhinglon  left  Mouni  Veroon  on  the  l&t  of  Sepiember.  on  Iiis 
tour  lo  the  wctlccn  country,  eiid  wo*  abtcnt  (ill  Ihe  4tb  of  OctvLci.  when  ho 
acaici  reached  hinnc.  The  rcuilli  rif  his  obicrvuiorik  daring  hiv  tout  will  Itc 
founrl  in  his  letter  to  Covemnr  Harriinn,  which  rollowc  in  th<  lexi. 

It  wu  his  ociitinal  purpuM;  Kt  go  down  the  Ohioa»  (arsB  ihcUieat  Kanawha, 
but  he  ch^anged  hi«  design  xltcr  arriving  at  the  Monongahcla.  where  he  was 
informed  of  the  diiqaietsde  o(  the  Jndiani. 

Thb  lonrwaa  perionncd  on  borsebaclt,  and  the  whole  di&lancc  tiavellcdwaa 
nx  hundred  and  eighty  rniles.  He  croued  the  mounlaini  liy  the  luual  route  or 
Btmddock'k  Road,  but  retumcd  thiaugh  the  wild  and  unsettled  counir}',  whkh 
i*  watered  by  ifce  ilufTerent  branches  uf  the  Cheat  River,  and  came  into  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  near  Staunton.  He  kept  a  journaJ,  in  which  were  minutely 
recorded  his convcnationi  with  every  inlelligenl  person  whom  be  met,  mpe<t- 
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CERTIFICATE    TO    MR.    JAMES    RUMSEY. 

I  have  seen  the  model  of  Mr.  Rumsey's  Boats  con- 
structed to  work  against  stream  ;  have  examined  the 
power  upon  which  it  acts ; — have  been  an  eye  witness 
to  an  actual  experiment  in  running  water  of  some 
rapidity ;  &  do  give  it  as  my  opinion  (altho*  I  had  lit- 
tle faith  before)  that  he  has  discovered  the  Art  of 
propelling  Boats,  by  mechanism  &  small  manual  as- 
sistance, against  rapid  currents  ; — that  the  discovery 
is  of  vast  Importance — may  be  of  the  greatest  useful- 
ness in  our  inland  navigation — &,  if  it  succeeds,  of 
which  I  have  no  doubt,  that  the  value  of  it  is  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  simplicity  of  the  works,  which  when 
seen  &  explained  to.  might  be  executed  by  the  most 
common  mechanics. — 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  town  of  Bath,  County 
of  Berkeley  in  the  State  of  Virga.  this  7th  day  of 
September,  1784. 


TO    BENJAMIN    RARRtSON,  GOVERNOR    OF    VIRGINIA. 

Muum  VcxKON,  to  October,  1784.* 

Dear  Sir, 

Upon  my  return  from  the  western  country  a  few 
days  ago,  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  favor  of 
the  17th  ultimo.    It  has  always  been  my  intention  to 

in|[  the  (aeiltties  (or  inlcrnol  navigation  afforded  bjr  the  rirers  whidi  bare  their 
Hourccs  «(nang  the  AlUghao)'  Mountains,  onO  ftuw  ihcocc  cithci  to  the  cut  fir 
the  wetl. 

I  Rumwy  was  at  this  time  aiisocialed  with  Robert  Tltrockmorton  in  kHping 
"a  very  comtnodious  hoartling-hnuM  nt  the  lign  of  tlie  t.ibotjr  Pole  «nd 
f  log."  BtMkdey  S(tringi. — Maryland  Gautu,  13  June,  1784. 

■  Wachiiiglon  wrote  Icttcn  to  George  i'lalei,  ot  Maryland  (9;  October),  and 
Jacob  Rcftd,  of  South  Carolina  (3  Novciobcr),  upon  iheaamc  subjccl,  andinmiich 
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pay  my  respects  to  you,  before  the  chance  of  another 
early  and  hard  winter  should  make  a  warm  fireside 
too  comfortable  to  be  relinquished.  And  I  shall  feel 
an  additional  pleasure  in  ofTenng  this  tribute  of 
friendship  and  respect  to  you,  by  having  the  company 
of  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  when  he  shall  have  re- 
visited this  place  from  his  eastern  tour,  now  every  day 
to  be  expected. 

I  shall  take  the  libertj*  now,  my  dear  Sir,  to  sug-- 
gest  a  matter,  which  would  (if  1  am  not  too  short- 
sighted a  politician)  mark  your  administration  as  an 
important  era  in  the  annals  of  this  country,  if  it  should 
be  recommended  by  you  and  adopted  by  the  Assembly. 

It  has  long  been  my  decided  opinion,  that  the  short- 
est, easiest,  and  least  expensive  communication  with 
the  invaluable  and  extensivecountrybackof  us  would 
be  by  one  or  both  of  the  rivers  of  this  State,  which 
have  their  sources  in  the  Apalachian  mountains.  Nor 
am  I  singular  in  this  opinion.  Evans,  in  his  Map  and 
Analysis  of  the  Middle  Colonies,  which,  considering 
the  early  period  at  which  they  were  given  to  the  public, 
are  done  with  amazing  exactness,  and  Hutchins  since, 
in  his  Topographical  Description  of  the  western  coun- 

tha  »ame  Uni;ua|{e.  1  have  noted  *,  few  rarialioiiB  and  additioiu  oi  intercat, 
■niJ  printed  in  ihc  proper  place  the  view*  cxprcoed  to  Rod  on  other  matten. 
"  Mj  tour  CO  the  wMlward  wai  leu  eslendve  Ihao  I  intended.  The  Indlaiu. 
from  account*,  wne  in  loo  dUatitlicd  %  mood  forme  to  expote  myKU  to  tbdr 
Initilu,  as  I  had  du  object  In  coulciDpUlion,  which  covid  warrant  any  rUk. 
My  property  in  that  country  having  previously  undergone  every  kind  of  attack 
and  diminutioii,  which  the  nature  o(  it  could  »dmit.  to  »ce  the  condition  of  my 
landt,  nhich  were  nrarett  and  kcEiIcH.  and  to  dispttte  of  Ibcse,  '>rhi<'h  vers 
tnore  remote  and  unscilleif,  vrai  all  I  had  in  ricw.  The  tinit  1  accomplished  | 
the  other  I  canid  not  ;  and  I  relumed  ifar«e  wccki  sooner  than  I  expecteil."— 
From  kit  Itittr  ts  J*t«b  Rtad. 


try,  (a  good  part  of  which  is  from  actual  surveys.)  are 
decidedly  of  the  same  sentiments;  as  indeed  arc  all 
others,  who  have  had  opportunities,  and  have  been  at 
the  pains,  to  investigate  and  consider  the  subject.' 

But  that  this  may  not  now  stand  as  mere  matter  of 
opinion  or  assertion,  unsupported  by  facts  (such  at 
least  as  the  best  maps  now  extant,  compared  with  the 
oral  testimony,  which  my  opportunities  in  the  course 
of  the  war  have  enabled  me  to  obtain),  I  shall  give 
you  the  different  routs  and  distances  from  Detroit, 
by  which  all  the  trade  of  the  northwestern  parts  of 
the  united  territory  must  pass  ;  unless  the  Spaniards, 
contrary  to  their  present  policy,  should  engage  part 
of  it,  or  the  British  should  attempt  to  force  nature,  by 
carrying  the  trade  of  the  Upper  Lakes  by  the  River 
Utawas  into  Canada,  which  I  scarcely  think  they  will 
or  could  effect'  Taking  Detroit  then  (which  is  putting 
ourselves  in  as  unfavorable  a  point  of  view  as  we  can 
be  well  placed,  because  it  is  upon  the  line  of  the  Brit- 
ish territory,)  as  a  point  by  which,  as  I  have  already 
observed,  all  that  part  of  the  trade  must  come,  it  ap- 
pears from  the  statement  enclosed,  that  the  tide  waters 
of  this  State  are  nearer  to  it  by  one  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  miles,  than  that  of  the  River  St  Lawrence ; 

'  "  To  docribe  the  wiefulno!i  of  water  IraniportsiMM)  wonld  be  a  mere  wule 
of  time  ;  evary  man  who  hat  considered  th«  diJTttmica  of  iipencc  between  li 
and  land  trantportalion,  and  the  prodigiaut  savins  in  (he  adicle  of  draft  cattle, 
require!  no  arijumcnt  In  prool  o(  it.  And  lo  point  out  the  advaiilagcs  whkli 
the  back  inhabitant*  of  Virginiu  and  Maryland  would  dcnve  Iron  an  ntensio& 
of  the  inland  aavigatjoti  of  llic  rivet  Poiomack,  even  tuppoaing  o«t  tIcws  did 
DOt  extend  bejrond  the  Appaladiian  mmintaini.  would  be  equally  nnfalocy.**— 
fivm  *•>  Ifitfr  U  PlaUr. 

*  "  As  the  Lakes  ar«  at  open  Co  onr  traders  ai  ihdrs,  and  the  wtqr 
Fnm  hit  httrr  t»  Plattr. 


1784] 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


405 


or  than  tliat  of  the  H  udson  at  Albany,  by  one  hundred 
and  seventy-six  miles. 

Maryland  stands  upon  similar  ground  with  Virginia. 
Pennsylvania,  although  the  Susquehanna  is  an  un* 
friendly  water,  much  impeded,  it  is  said,  with  rocks 
and  rapids,  and  nowhere  communicating  with  those, 
which  lead  to  her  capital,  has  it  in  contemplation  to 
open  a  communication  between  Toby's  Creek,  which 
empties  into  the  Allegany  River  ninety-five  miles 
above  Fort  Pitt,  and  the  west  branch  of  Susquehanna, 
and  to  cut  a  canal  between  the  waters  of  the  latter  and 
the  Schuylkill ;  the  expense  of  which  is  easier  to  be 
conceived,  than  estimated  or  described  by  me.  A 
people,  however,  who  arc  possessed  of  the  spirit  of 
commerce,  who  see  and  who  will  pursue  their  advan- 
tages, may  achieve  almost  any  thing.  In  the  mean 
time,  under  the  uncertainty  of  these  undertakings, 
they  are  smoothing  the  roads  and  paving  the  ways  for 
the  trade  of  that  western  world.  That  New  York  will 
<1d  the  same  so  soon  as  the  British  garrisons  are  re- 
moved, which  are  at  present  insurmountable obsucles 
in  ifieir  way,  no  person,  who  knows  the  temper,  genius, 
and  policy  of  those  people  as  well  as  I  do,  can  harbor 
the  smallest  doubt.' 

'  **  Any  more  than  they  will  of  the  difficulty  of  divening  Irade  after  coBnec> 
ttoiiMic  onccfonnoJ,  aiiJ  ithii^  (oUowcil  (ocacy  IcitgUi  of  lime  in  uric  channel, 
to  that  of  another.  I  im  not  \at  diie^uraging  the  cxertioci  ul  any  Sintc  to  diaw 
the  <oinni«rco  of  lh«  weslern  country  10  its  yt»,  i>ottt.  The  mat*  oommatiica- 
tions  are  openeil  to  it.  the  closet  vrebinil  thai  rixing  world  (for  intUcdit  infty  be 
sooUlnl)  lo  our  iniercsU.  and  the  greater  urenglhshallwrcacqatrebyil.  Thcae 
to  whom  nature  affordi  the  beiit  communication  Mill,  tl  th«y  aie  wikcand  pohtic, 
enjoy  the  frcaicst  ihitrc  of  tlie  trade.  AH  1  would  lie  undentood  to  mean, 
thrrefore.  u  Iliai  the  giftt  of  Proviilcnoe  may  not  be  neglected  or  sUghled."— 
Fr^m  kit  UiUr  U  PlaUr. 
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Thus  much  with  respect  to  rival  States.  Let  me 
now  take  a  short  view  of  our  own  ;  and,  being  aware 
of  the  objections  which  arc  in  the  way,  I  will,  in  order 
to  contrast  them,  enumerate  them  with  the  advantages. 

The  first  and  principal  one  is,  the  unfortunate  jeai- 
atisy.  which  ever  has,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  ever  will 
prevail,  lest  one  part  of  the  State  should  obtain  an 
advantage  over  the  other  parts,  (as  if  the  benefits  of 
the  trade  were  not  diffusive  and  beneficial  to  all).  Then 
follows  a  train  of  difficulties,  namely,  that  our  people 
are  already  heavily  taxed  ;  that  we  have  no  money  ; 
that  the  advantages  of  this  trade  arc  remote ;  that  the 
most  direct  route  for  it  is  through  other  States,  over 
whom  we  have  no  control ;  that  the  routes  over  which 
we  have  control  are  as  distant  as  either  of  those 
which  lead  to  Philadelphia,  Albany,  or  Montreal ;  that 
a  sufificient  spirit  of  commerce  does  not  pervade  the 
citizens  of  this  commonwealth  ;  and  that  we  are  in  fact 
doing  for  others,  what  they  ought  to  do  for  themselcs. 

Without  going  into  the  investigation  of  a  question, 
which  has  employed  the  pens  of  able  politicians,  name- 
ly, whether  trade  with  foreigners  is  an  advantage  or 
disadvantage  to  a  country,  this  State,  as  a  part  of  the 
confederated  States,  all  of  whom  have  the  spirit  of  it 
very  strongly  working  within  them,  must  adopt  it,  or 
submit  to  the  evils  arising  therefrom  without  receiving 
its  benefits.  Common  policy,  therefore,  points  clearly 
and  strongly  to  the  propriety  of  our  enjoying  all  the 
advantages,  which  nature  and  our  local  situation  afiford 
us;  and  evinces  clearly,  that,  unless  this  spirit  could 
be  totally  eradicated  in  other  States  as  well  as  in  this, 
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and  ever)'  man  be  made  to  become  either  a  cultivator 
of  the  land  or  a  manufacturer  of  such  articles  as  are 
prompted  by  necessity,  such  stimulus  should  be  cm- 
ployed  as  will  force  this  spirit,  by  showing  to  our 
countrymen  the  superior  advantages  we  possess  be- 
yond others,  and  the  importance  of  being  upon  a 
footing  with  our  neighbors. 

If  this  is  fair  reasoning.  It  ought  to  follow  as  a  con- 
sequence, that  wc  should  do  our  part  towards  opening 
the  communication  with  the  fur  and  peltry  trade  of  the 
Lakes,  and  for  the  produce  of  the  councry  which  lies 
within,  and  which  will,  so  soon  as  matters  arc  settled 
with  the  Indians,  and  the  terms  on  which  Congress 
mean  to  dispose  of  the  land,  found  to  be  favorable,  are 
announced,  be  settled  faster  than  any  other  ever  did, 
or  any  one  would  imagine.  This,  then,  when  consid- 
ered in  an  interested  point  of  view,  is  alone  sufficient 
to  excite  our  endeavors.  But  in  my  opinion  there  is 
a  political  consideration  for  so  doing,  which  is  of  still 
greater  importance. 

I  need  not  remark  to  you,  Sir,  that  the  flanks  and 
rear  of  the  United  States  are  possessed  by  other 
powers,  and  formidable  ones  too ;  nor  how  necessary 
it  is  to  apply  the  cement  of  interest  to  bind  all  parts 
of  the  Union  together  by  indissoluble  bonds,  especially 
that  part  of  it,  which  lies  immediately  west  of  us,  with 
the  middle  States.  For  what  ties,  let  me  ask,  should 
we  have  upon  those  people?  How  entirely  uncon- 
nected with  them  shall  we  be,  and  what  troubles  may 
we  not  apprehend,  if  the  Spaniards  on  their  right,  and 
Great  Britain  on  their  left,  instead  of  throwing  stum- 
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bitng-blocks  in  their  way,  as  they  now  do,  should  hold 
out  lures  for  their  trade  and  alliance?  What,  when 
they  get  strength,  which  will  be  sooner  than  most  peo- 
ple conceive  (from  the  emigration  of  foreigners,  who 
will  have  no  particular  predilection  towards  us,  as  well 
as  from  the  removal  of  our  own  citizens),  will  be  the 
consequence  of  their  having  formed  close  connexions 
with  both  or  either  of  those  powers,  in  a  commercial 
way?  It  needs  not,  in  myopinion,  the  gift  of  prophecy 
to  foretell. 

The  western  settlers  (I  speak  now  from  my  own 
observation)  stand  as  it  were  upon  a  pivot.  The 
touch  of  a  feather  would  turn  them  any  way.  They 
have  looked  down  the  Mississippi,  until  the  Span- 
iards, very  impoliticly  1  think  for  themselves,  threw 
difficulties  in  their  way ;  and  they  looked  that 
way  for  no  other  reason,  than  because  they  could 
glide  gently  down  the  stream ;  without  considering, 
perhaps,  the  difficulties  of  the  voyage  back  again, 
and  the  time  necessar>'  to  perform  it  in  ;  and  because 
they  have  no  other  means  of  coming  to  us  but  by 
long  land  transportations  and  unimproved  roads.' 
These  causes  have  hitherto  checked  thi:  industry  of 


'  In  Mar,  tySs,  one  Voder  floated  down  ihe  Misauippi,  mIiI  his  gooda^  and 
ntiiraed  lo  the  F«lh  of  Ohio  by  war  oE  Harann*,  I'hiUdetphia.  and  PitUbuig. 
— RooKvdt.  WiMniMg  »/ tht  Wttl.  II,,  sia. 

I.afayetle,  upun  the  eve  of  emlmrking,  wiole  lo  Madison :  "  I  have  much 
canterrod  with  llic^  Gencnkrupon  thv  Pnloinnc  «]isleni.  Miay  pcOplr  think  the 
navigatiQti  rif  the  Miuiuigipi  in  not  an  advancuice,  bvl  it  cnaj  be  ihe  exeem  of 
n  very  good  thing,  vii :  ihc  n))cniTig  of  your  riven.  I  fancy  it  has  iMt  chngcicl 
yonx  opiaiun,  but  beg  you  fill  write  mc  on  ihe  subject ;  in  the  ineaawfaile  1 
hope  Coi4;ms  will  act  coolly  aoil  prudcDily  bj  Spain,  who  it  luch  a  fool  tlui 
allowancet  ihould  beintde."  MadiMin  L-ould  "  not  believe  that  maoy  niadt 
are  tainted  with  >a  illiberal  and  thort  lighted  a  policy,"  and  icplied  at  lengllt 
CO  Much  Joth.  178s. —  WritiHgio/ MaJitim,  136. 
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the  present  settlers  ;  for,  except  the  demand  for  pro- 
visions, occasioned  by  the  increase  of  population,  and 
a  little  flour,  which  the  necessities  of  the  Spaniards 
compel  them  to  buy,  they  have  no  incitements  to 
labor.  But  smooth  the  road,  and  make  easy  the 
way  for  them,  and  tlien  see  what  an  influx  of  articles 
will  be  poured  upon  us  :  how  amazingly  our  exports 
will  be  increased  by  them,  and  how  amply  we  shall  be 
compensated  for  any  trouble  and  expense  we  may 
encounter  to  effect  it 

A  combination  of  circumstances  makes  the  present 
conjunctttre  more  favorable  for  Virginia,  than  for  any 
other  State  in  the  Union,  to  fix  these  matters.  The 
jealous  and  untoward  disposition  of  the  Spaniards  on 
one  hand,  and  the  private  views  of  some  individuals, 
coinciding  with  the  general  policy  of  the  court  of 
Great  Britain  on  the  other,  to  retain  as  long  as  pos- 
sible the  posts  of  Detroit,  Niagara,  and  Oswego,  &c, 
(which,  though  done  under  the  letter  of  the  treaty,  is 
certainly  an  infraction  of  the  spirit  of  it.  and  injuri- 
ous to  the  Union,)  may  be  Improved  to  the  greatest 
advantage  by  this  State,  if  she  would  open  the  ave- 
nues to  the  trade  of  that  country,  and  embrace  the 
present  moment  to  establish  it.  It  only  wants  a  be- 
ginning. The  western  inhabitants  would  do  their 
part  towards  its  execution.  Weak  as  they  are,  they 
would  meet  us  at  least  half  way,  rather  than  be 
driven  into  the  arms  of  or  be  made  dependent  upon 
foreigners  ;  which  would  eventually  either  bring  on 
a  separation  of  them  from  us,  or  a  war  between  the 
United  States  and  one  or  the  other  of  those  powers, 
most  probably  with  the  Spaniards. 


The  preliminary  steps  to  the  attainment  of  this 
great  object  would  be  attended  with  very  little  ex- 
pense, and  might  at  the  same  time  that  it  served  to 
attract  the  attention  of  the  western  country,  and  to 
convince  the  wavering  inhabitants  of  our  disposition 
to  connect  ourselves  with  them,  and  to  facilitate  their 
commerce  with  us,  be  a  mean  of  removing  those  jeal- 
ousies, which  otherwise  might  take  place  among 
ourselves. 

These,  in  my  opinion,  are  to  appoint  commission- 
ers, who,  from  their  situation,  integrity,  and  abilities, 
can  be  under  no  suspicion  of  prejudice  or  predilection 
to  one  part  more  than  to  another.  Let  these  com- 
missioners make  an  actual  survey  of  James  River  ani  ■ 
Potomac  from  tide-water  to  their  respective  sources  ;  | 
note  with  great  accuracy  the  kind  of  navigation  and 
the  obstructions  in  it,  the  difficulty  and  expense  at-  j 
tending  the  removal  of  these  obstructions,  the  dis-  \ 
tances  from  place  to  place  through  their  whole 
extent,  and  the  nearest  and  best  portages  between 
these  waters  and  the  streams  capable  of  improvement, 
which  run  into  the  Ohio  ;  traverse  these  in  like  man- 
ner to  their  junction  with  the  Ohio,  and  with  equal  ac- 
curacy. The  navigation  of  this  river  (i.  e.,  the  Ohio) 
being  well  known,  they  will  have  less  to  do  in  the  ex- 
amination of  it ;  but.  nevertheless,  let  the  courses  and 
distances  be  taken  to  the  mouth  of  the  Muskingum,  and 
up  that  river  (notwithstanding  it  isin  the  ceded  lands) 
to  the  carrying-place  to  the  Cayahoga ;  down  the 
Cayahoga  to  Lake  Erie;  and  thence  to  DctroiL  Let 
them  do  the  same  with  Big  Beaver  Creek,  although 


part  of  it  is  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  and  with 
the  Scioto  also.  In  a  word,  let  the  waters  east  and 
west  of  the  Ohio,  which  Invite  our  notice  by  their 
proximity,  and  by  the  ease  with  which  land  trans- 
portation may  be  had  between  them  and  the  Lakes 
on  one  side,  and  the  Rivers  Potomac  and  James  on 
the  other,  be  explored,  accurately  delineated,  and  a 
correct  and  connected  map  of  the  whole  be  presented 
to  the  public.  These  things  being  done,  I  shall  be 
mistaken  if  prejudice  does  not  yield  to  facts,  jealousy 
to  candor,  and,  finally,  if  reason  and  nature,  thus  aided, 
will  not  dictate  what  is  right  and  proper  to  be  done. 
In  the  mean  while,  if  it  should  be  thought  that  the 
lapse  of  time,  which  is  necessary  to  effect  this  work, 
may  be  attended  with  injurious  consequences,  could 
not  there  be  a  sum  of  money  granted  towards  open- 
ing the  best,  or,  if  it  should  be  deemed  more  eligible, 
two  of  the  nearest  communications  (one  tothenorth- 
[ward  and  another  to  the  southward)  with  the  settle- 
ments to  the  westward  ;  and  an  act  be  passed,  if  there 
should  not  appear  a  manifest  disposition  in  the  As- 
sembly to  make  it  a  public  undertaking,  to  incorporate 
and  encourage  private  adventurers,  if  any  should  asso- 
ciate and  solicit  the  same,  for  the  purpose  of  extending 
the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  or  James  River;  and, 
in  the  former  case,  to  request  the  concurrence  of 
Maryland  in  the  measure?  It  will  appear  from  my 
statement  of  the  different  routes  (and,  as  far  as  my 
means  of  information  have  extended,  I  have  done  it 
with  the  utmost  candor),  that  all  the  produce  of  the 
settlements  about  Fort  Pitt  can  be  brought  to  Alexan- 
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dria  by  the  Youghiogany  jn  three  hundred  and  four 
miles,  whereof  only  thirty-one  is  land  transportation  ; 
and  by  the  Monongahela  and  Cheat  Rivers  in  three 
hundred  and  sixty  miles,  twenty  of  which  only  arc  land 
carriage.  Whereas  the  common  road  from  Fort  Pitt 
Co  Philadelphia  is  three  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  all 
land  transportation  ;  or  four  hundred  and  seventy-six 
miles,  if  the  Ohio,  Toby's  Creek,  Susquehanna,  and 
Schuylkill  are  made  use  of  for  this  purpose.  How 
much  of  this  Is  by  land,  I  know  not ;  but,  from  the 
nature  of  the  country',  it  must  be  very  considerable. 
How  much  the  interest  and  feelings  of  people  thus 
circumstanced  would  be  engaged  to  promote  it,  re- 
quires no  illustration. 

For  my  own  part,  I  think  it  highly  probable,  that, 
upon  the  strictest  scrutiny,  If  the  Falls  of  the  Great 
Kanhawa  can  be  made  navigable,  or  a  short  portage 
be  had  there,  it  will  be  found  of  equal  Importance  and 
convenience  to  improve  the  navigation  of  both  the 
James  and  Potomac  The  latter,  I  am  fully  persuaded. 
affords  the  nearest  communication  with  the  Lakes; 
but  James  River  may  be  more  convenient  for  all  the 
settlers  below  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Kanhawa,  and 
for  some  distance  perhaps  above  and  west  of  it ;  for 
I  have  no  expectation,  that  any  part  of  the  trade  above 
the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  will  go  down  that  river  and  the 
Mississippi,  much  less  that  the  returns  will  ever  come 
up  them,  unless  our  want  of  foresight  and  good  man- 
agement is  the  occasion  of  it.  Or,  upon  trial,  if  it 
should  be  found  that  these  rivers,  from  the  before- 
mentioned  Falls,  will  admit  the  descent  of  $ea*ves5els. 
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in  which  case,  and  the  navigation  of  the  former's  be- 
coming free,  it  is  probable  that  both  vessels  and  car- 
goes will  be  carried  to  foreign  markets  and  sold  ;  but 
the  returns  for  them  will  never  in  the  natural  course 
of  things  ascend  the  long  and  rapid  current  of  that 
river,  which  with  the  Ohio  to  the  Falls,  in  their  mean- 
dcrings,  is  little  if  any  short  of  two  thousand  miles. 
Upon  the  whole,  the  object  in  my  estimation  is  of  vast 
commercial  and  political  importance.  In  these  lights 
I  think  posterity  will  consider  it,  and  regret,  (if  our 
conduct  should  give  them  cause,)  that  the  present 
favorable  moment  to  secure  so  great  a  blessing  for 
them  was  neglected. 

One  thing  more  remains,  which  I  had  like  to  have 
forgot,  and  that  is,  the  supposed  difficulty  of  obtain- 
ing a  passage  through  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  How 
an  application  to  its  legislature  would  be  relished,  in 
the  first  instance,  1  wilt  not  undertake  to  decide ;  but 
of  one  thing  I  am  almost  certain,  such  an  application 
would  place  that  body  in  a  very  delicate  situation. 
There  is  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  at  least  one 
hundred  thousand  souls  west  of  Laurel  Hill,  who 
are  groaning  under  the  inconveniences  of  a  long  land 
transportation.  They  are  wishing,  indeed  they  are 
looking,  for  the  improvement  and  extension  of  inland 
navigation ;  and.  if  this  cannot  be  made  easy  for  them 
to  Philadelphia  (at  any  rate  it  must  be  lengthy),  they 
will  seek  a  mart  elsewhere ;  the  consequence  of  which 
would  be,  that  the  State,  though  contrary  to  the  in- 
terests of  its  st-a-ports,  must  submit  to  the  loss  of  so 
much  of  its  trade,  or  hazard  not  only  the  loss  of  the 
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trade  but  the  loss  of  the  settlement  also  ;  for  an  oppo* 
sition  on  the  part  of  government  to  the  extension  of 
water  transportation,  so  consonant  with  the  essential 
interests  of  a  large  body  of  people,  or  any  extraordi- 
nary impositions  upon  the  exports  or  imports  to  or 
from  another  State,  would  ultimately  bring  on  a  sepa- 
ration between  its  eastern  and  western  settlements ; 
towards  which  there  Is  not  wanting  a  disposition  at 
this  moment  in  that  part  of  it  beyond  the  mountains,  I 
consider  Rumsey'sdiscoverj'  for  working  boats  against 
stream,  by_  mechanical  powers  (principally),  as  not 
only  a  verj'  fortunate  invention  (or  these  States  in 
general,  but  as  one  of  those  circumstances,  which  have 
combined  to  render  the  present  epocha  favorable 
above  all  others  for  fixing,  if  we  are  disposed  to  avail 
ourselves  of  them,  a  large  portion  of  the  trade  of  the 
western  country  in  the  bosom  of  this  State  irrevocably. 
Long  as  this  letter  is,  I  intended  to  have  written  a 
fuller  and  more  digested  one,  upon  this  important  sub- 
ject;  but  have  met  with  so  many  interruptions  since 
my  return  home,  as  almost  to  have  precluded  my  writ- 
ing at  all.  What  1  now  give  is  crude ;  but  if  you  arc 
in  sentiment  with  mc,  I  have  said  enough  ;  if  there  is 
not  an  accordance  of  opinion,  1  have  said  too  much  ; 
and  all  1  pray  in  the  latter  case  is,  that  you  will  do  mc 
the  justice  to  believe  my  motives  are  pure,  however 
erroneous  my  judgment  may  be  in  this  matter,  and 
that  1  am,  with  the  most  perfect  esteem  and  friendship. 

Dear  Sir,  yours,  &c' 


'GovemoT  Harri«on  replied  ;      "  I  was  in  great  hopei  of  weing  you  bera 
befwe  ihii,  thjit  I  might  aclEnowleilge  tbe  receipt  of  jour  fkvor  oi  the  leth  of 
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TO   JACOB   READ. 

Mount  Vulson,  3  Notembftr,  1784. 

Sir 

*  *  •  What  may  be  the  result  of  the  Indian  treaty 
I  know  not ;  equally  unacquainted  am  I  with  the  In- 
structions or  powers  given  to  the  Commissioners  : — 

lisi  month  in  |>er«on,  and  id)  you  tinw  much  I  a{>|)rov«  of  yoar  pUn  for  opn- 
ing  lh«  navigation  «f  the  w««tern  walcn.  The  IcttetwaiaomachniDreeiplicit 
than  I  could  I>e.  that  I  took  the  lihrri^  to  tay  it  before  the  Auvmbly,  who 
appear  vt  impreued  with  th*  utility  of  the  mcanr*,  that  I  dare  ujr  they  will 
ofdef  ibe  a urrcy  you  pivpoac  immcdiiLCcly,  and  will  at  their  next  titling  proceed 
10  carry  the  plan  into  ««utioii," — RichaiotiO,  November  13th. 

When  Wothingidn  went  to  Richmond  to  meet  the  Mar<|uia  <!c  Lafayelie,  ij 
Kovnnbcr,  1784,  he  conferred  vrilli  Mime  members  of  the  Assembly  ori  the 
nbjecl,  and  then  iccompaiiicd  the  Mar<|ULt  to  Annnpoli*.  To  Madison  and 
JoKph  Joiien he  wiote  from  Mount  Vernon  on  Iht  sSlh  :  "In  one  word,  it 
ihoold  tceiB  10  tnc,  that  if  the  public  cannot  laVc  it  up  with  efficient  funds,  and 
without  thoae  delays  which  might  be  involved  by  a  limpInK  conduct,  it  had 
better  be  placed  in  the  handa  of  ■  corporate  company." 

Ma<liK)ii  liaa  fully  recorded  the  lubM^uent  atcp>,  in  a  letter  to  JeSetxon,  dated 
9  January,  1785 : 

"  Shottlj'  aftu  hia  [WaabinKtoa'a]  departure,  a  joint  mraioiUl  from  a  num- 
ber of  Ciliiena  of  Virf;inia  and  Maryland,  intcrcalcd  in  ibe  Polomar,  wai 
preiented  to  the  AsiMmbly,  staling  the  practicability  and  imporCanoe  of  the 
work,  and  praying  for  an  act  of  incorporalioi),  and  ^anl  of  perpetual  toll 
to  the  undertakiug  of  it.  A  biU  had  been  prepared  at  llie  lanie  meeting  whidi 
produccil  the  memorial,  and  vrai  trnitflnitled  to  Richmond  at  ihc  aame  tim*. 
A  like  mcmariul  and  bill  went  to  Annspolis,  where  the  Le|[ialuure  of 
Maryland  was  u  I  ling. 

"  The  AM<9nbly  bcre  lent  a  ready  ear  to  Ihc  project  ;  but  a  diRiciilty  an»< 
from  the  hei|i>ht  of  the  tolK  ptopOKcd,  the  danger  of  dcatroying  tbc  unifomiliy 
cfscntia]  in  lh«  procaedings of  the  two  Statei  by  altering  them,  and  the  Ecarcity 
of  time  for  negodatii^  with  Maryland  a  hill  utufaciory  to  both  Suica.  Short 
at  the  time  was.  howtver.  the  attempt  wat  decided  on,  and  the  negucialion  com- 
mitted to  General 'Waahtnglon  himieU.  (ieneral  Gatei,  who  happened  in  be  in 
the  way,  and  Col.  Blackburn,  were  associated  with  hiiu,  The  latter  did  not 
afl ;  the  two  laruier  puahed  immediately  to  Annapolis,  where  the  Eickncsa  of 
General  Catei  threw  the  whnl«  agency  on  General  Wakl)iiigtr>i>,  By  his  «er- 
Licnis,  in  concert  with  Coromiltcn  of  the  two  branchci  nf  the  I. cgiti attire,  an 
ameiulment  ol  the  plan  vraa  digetted  in  a  few  days,  pasted  through  bolb  hoiuei 
ID  one  day,  with  nine  diuenlinn  roicet  only,  and  diipatcbed  for  Kicbmondi 
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but  if  a  lai^e  cession  of  territory  is  expected  from 
them,  a  disappointment  I  think  will  ensue;  for  the 
Indians.  I  have  been  told,  will  not  yield  to  the  pro- 
posal. Nor  can  I  see  wherein  lies  the  advantages  of 
it.  if  they  would  at  a  first  purchase,  unless  a  number 
of  States,  tho'  thinly  inhabited  would  be  ntore  than  a 
counterpoize  in  the  political  scale,  for  progressive  and 
compact  settlements.     Such  is  the  rage  for  spcculat- 


whvre  it  ftrrnrcd  jiul  in  time  for  the  clone  o(  the  Seoioo.  A  concxpandinK  acl 
wu  immediitoly  introduced,  and  ]ttR(«d  withont  oppodtion. 

'*  Tht  sdienne  dedarem  lh«l  the  nibsciibm  shall  be  ui  inoorporvlcd  boalj  ; 
that  there  ihall  ba  yaa  shares,  vnounting  to  alwni  aao.ooo  dollan,  of  which  Ihe 
SUtd  of  Virjinik  and  Maryland  ai«  each  to  take  %tt  chares ;  that  ibc  tolUahall 
be  coUecied  In  three  ponion^.  at  the  three  principal  faJ>^.  an>l  with  the  work» 
Teat  at  real  estate  in  the  memben  of  the  Ccrapaitr ;  and  that  the  works  shall  be 
bepin  within  one  ^earaiul  liaikhed  within  ten  ^can,  urnler  the  penally  of  entire 
forfciinrc. 

"  Pwviouf  (o  the  receipt  o(  the  act  frcmi  Anttapolii,  a  bill  on  a  diffenni  plan 
bad  been  brought  in  and  proceeded  on  tot  dearini;  James  Kivet.  It  propoacd 
that  the  lubicriptionR  ahould  be  taken  by  Trasleet.  aad,  nndcr  their  manage 
ment,  •olemnly  appropriated  to  the  object  tn  view ;  that  ihey  aho«il<)  be 
recartled  a^  a  loan  10  ibe  Stale,  ihould  bear  ao  tnlemi  of  to  per  cent  aad 
should  eniiile  the  tubscriber  to  the  duuble  of  the  principal  remainiiig  uedis- 
cbar^cd  at  the  end  o(  a  mOiietate  period  ;  and  itiat  lh«  lolU  lo  be  rollcclod  ahall 
aland  inviolably  pledged  for  bolh  principal  and  interest.  It  was  tbonght  better 
for  the  public  to  pTe«ent  ihit  exuberant  harvnt  10  the  Hubtcriben  than  to  gnat 
ibein  a  perpetui-ty  in  the  lolli.  In  the  caie  of  Ihe  ["otomac,  which  depended 
Oil  another  amhonty  as  well  as  mir  own,  we  were  less  al  liberty  lo  cunitdcr 
vrhat  would  l>e  bett  In  iudf.  Enaberani,  however,  ai  the  harvest  appeared,  it 
vraa  pronounced  by  good  judge*  an  inade^unic  ball  for  inbscriptioni,  ct«ii  frooi 
those  otherwise  iiitereile<l  in  Ihe  work,  and  on  the  arrival  and  acceptance  of  the 
Poiorasc  plan,  it  vrat  found  adviiahle  to  pass  a  armilar  one  in  favor  of  Jamea 
River.  The  drcumslantial  variatiuna  in  the  laltcr  arc  :  I.  The  sam  lo  be 
aimed  at  in  the  firti  inttnncv  is  in>,<)Oo  DoIIsts  only.  a.  The  «h  a  res,  which 
are  the  tame  in  number  with  ihoveof  PMomac,  are  reduced  to  90o  Dollars  each, 
and  ihc  number  of  public  ihareif  raiwd  10  100.  J.  The  loUa  are  reduced  10 
half  of  the  aggte^te  of  the  I*oloDiac  (ulU.  4-  In  case  (he  falls  at  this  place, 
where  alone  lolU  are  to  he  paid,  shall  be  firiT  opened,  IheCmnpaay  are  pcr- 
Bitted  to  receive  the  tolls  immediately,  and  coniinne  to  do  ao  tUl  the  lapse  of 
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ing  in.  and  forestalling  of  lands  on  the  No.  West  of 
the  Ohio,  that  scarce  a  valuable  spot,  within  any  tol- 
erable distance  of  it,  is  left  without  a  claimant.  Men 
in  these  times  talk  with  as  much  facility  of  fifty,  an 
hundred,  and  even  500,000  Acres,  as  a  gentleman 
formerly  would  do  of  1,000.  In  defiance  of  the 
proclamation  of  Congress,  they  roam  over  the 
country  on  the  Indian  side  of  the  Ohio — mark  out 
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ten  yesn,  within  wbkli  tlie  wliule  river  ia  lu  be  made  navigeblc.  %.  A  H|;lil  of 
pr«-«niplian  k  rcBcnrcd  to  tbe  public  on  all  inmsfeiii  of  Khat«x.  Thet«  acts  aic 
to;  lengthy,  and  having  pak««d  in  al]  the  precipitancy  which  marks  the  c«n- 
dudlBg  tts$e»  of  a  K«non,  abonntl,  I  feai.  with  inaccuracin. 

"  In  addtiioB  to  thcK  acli,  joint  naolutioM  have  paewd  tbe  Lsgislatarca  e( 
Maryland  and  Virginia  Tar  clMrine  a  road  from  the  head  of  the  Tctomac  navi- 
gatioD  ii>  Cheat  Hver.  or  If  neceuary  u>  Mononi^alla,  and  3,33 j|  ilollanitre  voted 
lot  the  work  by  each  Slate.  Penniylvania  it  ak«  1o  he  applic<l  la  bjr  the 
Covcnton  of  the  two  Slalei  for  leave  to  clear  a  load  l1itou|;1i  her  jutiwliction, 
if  it  ihoulfl  he  foand  nccruary.  Irntn  Potomac  loVobognnia;  li>  which  th* 
ABcmbly  here  have  added  a  pTopodtiun  to  unite  with  Maryland  in  repreBenling 
to  Penofytvania  the  ndvanugni  which  will  accrue  on  a  pan  of  hci  citiicna 
from  opening  (he  prupwied  coinoiunication  with  the  Sea,  and  the  itauHnableneis 
of  Iiei'  iccuxing  to  thote  who  are  to  be  at  the  cxpen«e  (he  use  of  bcr  waters  aa 
aUioTOuehtaic  to  and  from  tlie  Country  beyond  her  Limit%.  free  from  all  tm- 
poiils  and  Kit nciTOBfi  whatever,  and  ik  a  channel  of  trade  with  her  diiKeixi, 
free  from  ^fvaXKT  impmla  than  taxj  be  levied  uu  any  other  ckawtcl  of  impoi- 
talloTi.  Tbiareiiolutiondid  nol  past  till  it  wastoolnieto  refer  it  to  General 
Waihington'i  neKOciatiom  with  Maryland.  It  now  makes  a  pari  of  the  laak 
alluied  to  the  CommiMionctv  who  are  to  settle  with  Maryland  the  juri»dictJtni 
and  tiavigntion  of  Potomac,  below  tide  water.  By  another  He^oluiiun  of  (hii 
State,  pcnont  are  to  lie  forthwith  appointed  by  the  Ksci^utive  to  ktitvcy  llic 
upper  part*  of  Jamev  RiTer.  the  vonniry  thruuicti  which  a  roarl  itiusi  ptu  to  the 
navigable  wnteri.  of  New  Kivor.  and  these  walen  down  to  ihc  Ohio.  T  am 
lold  by  a  member  of  the  Amembly,  wbo  leemi  to  be  well  acquainted  both  with 
the  intermeiJiate  ground  and  with  the  wvdem  walcni  in  (|actlion.  ihii  a  road  of 
S5  or  3a  milet  in  length  will  link  these  waten  with  Jame*  Kiver,  and  will  ttrike 
■  bmnch  of  thi:  fomier  which  yield*  a  fine  navigation,  and  faJlt  into  tl)e  main 
■lieam  of  the  Kenhawa  below  the  only  obuniclium  lyinn  in  thit  riier  down  to 
the  Ohio,  If  theac  be  faeU  Janie»  River  will  have  a  great  tiuperiority  av«r 
Potomac,  the  roail  from  wbich  to  Cheat  river  ia,  indeed,  computed  by  General 
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Lands,  survey  and  even  settle  on  them.  This  g-ives 
great  discontent  to  the  Indians,  and  will,  unless 
measures  are  taken  in  time  to  prevent  it,  inevitably 
produce  a  war  with  the  western  tribes.  To  avoid 
which  there  appears  to  me  to  be  only  these  ways. 
Purchase  if  possible  as  much  land  of  them  immedi- 
ately back  of  us,  as  would  make  one  or  two  Stales, 
according  to  the  extent  Congress  design,  or  would 

Washington  ftt  10  mikt  onljr.  bat  lie  thinVs  die  expcncc  of  making  the  1«ller 
ntvigkble  will  retgulre  ■  cantimutiaa  of  th«  ro«d  to  MonongBlia.  which  wil| 
Icn^lhcB  it  lo  foily  mile*.  The  load  to  VohoKania  b  computtd  by  the  CBiia»l 
at  30  mile*. 

"  By  another  r«fto1ulion,  cotnmtiAioocn  am  to  h«  appointed  to  survey  th« 
grouiKl  (oc  •  cjutal  between  the  iralcn  ol  Eliubctb  river  and  those  of  North 
Carolina,  and  in  cite  tlic  hc«  course  for  such  a  canil  shili  require  the  coocur- 
rence  of  that  St^te,  10  concert  a  joint  plan  And  report  the  tame  to  tltc  next  •«»• 
afoa  of  Awembljr.  Boldcs  thetradc  vliich  witi  flow  ihiuu):k  this  Khannrl  from 
North  Carolina  to  Norfolk,  ihi^  large  ditirict  of  Viigiiibt  traierod  by  the  Koui- 
oake  will  tic  doubled  in  ita  value  by  il. 

"The  Ticaxaret  is  by  iht»act  directed  tombicribc  50 shares  in  the  Potomac 
md  too  tharcti  in  the  JunM  River  companias,  which  ahall  t«k  In  Genersl 
Wttdungtoa  and  his  heir«.  This  mode  of  adding  xone  lubulantUl  U>  the  many 
reward*  bestowed  on  lilni  was  deemed  IcaM  iajnriana  to  his  delicacy,  ai  well 
•a  Icaal  dangei^ut  aia  precedent.  It  wi«  submitted  in  pUc«  ol  a  direct  pen- 
sion, ur^cd  on  the  House  by  the  indhcrcci  real  of  »omeo(  hu  friends.  Thoagh 
it  will  not  b«  an  c<iiiivn)eni  «uccnr  in  all  rexpecia.  it  will  uve  the  General  from 
nbacriptioni  which  vrouM  have  opprMaed  his  (inaDcei ;  and  if  the  kchetoet  be 
executed  within  the  period  fixed,  inny  yield  a  revenue  (or  some  year«  before  the 
term  of  his.  At  all  events.  It  will  demonstrate  tlie  grsiefol  wisbea  of  kia 
Country,  and  will  promote  the  object  which  he  lias  vi  rnadi  at  heait.  The 
cameatness  with  which  he  eipousc*  the  undertaking  is  hardly  to  be  deacribed. 
and  «hewi  that  a  mind  like  his,  Cftpabi*  of  great  viewn,  and  which  has  long 
hem  occnpicil  with  ihcm,  cannot  hear  a  vacancy ;  and  mrely  he  oonld  sot 
have  choMn  an  occupation  more  worthy  of  succeedini;  to  that  of  estabUahtng  the 
politic*!  rights  of  hii  Country  than  the  patronage  of  works  for  the  eitenuvo 
and  1astint£  Improvement  of  tin  natural  advanta^s;  worlu  which  will  be 
donhle  the  value  of  half  Ihc  tnndii  within  the  Commonwealth,  will  eitend  tta 
commerce,  link  with  )t>  interests  lbo»e  of  the  Western  States,  and  lc»en  thv 
emiEntion  of  iisciti^rens  by  enhancing  the  profit iblerf as  ol  titoMtons  wUch 
they  now  desert  in  search  of  better." 
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wish  to  have  them  of.  and  which  may  be  fully  ade- 
quate to  ail  our  present  purposes — fix  such  a  price 
upon  the  lands  so  purchased,  as  would  not  be  too  7^ 

exorbitant  and  burthensome  for  real  occupiers ;  but  (  'I  ■ 
high  enough  to  discourage  monopolizers.  Declare 
all  steps  heretofore  taken  to  procure  land  on  the 
northwest  side  of  the  Ohio,  contrary  to  the  prohibi- 
tion of  Congress,  to  be  null  and  void — and  that  any 
person  thereafter,  who  shall  presume  to  mark,  survey, 
or  settle  on  lands  beyond  the  limit  of  the  new  States, 
or  purchased  lands,  shall  not  only  be  considered  as 
outlaws,  but  fit  subjects  for  Indian  vengeance. 

If  these  or  similar  measures  are  adopted,  I  have  no 
doubt  of  Congress's  deriving  a  very  considerable 
revenue  from  the  western  territory-.  But  lands,  like 
other  commodities  rise  or  fall  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  at  market ;  consequently,  a  higher  price  may 
be  obtained  by  the  acre,  for  as  much  as  will  consti- 
tute  one  or  two  States,  than  can  be  had  if  ten  States 
were  offered  for  sale  at  the  same  time — besides  ex- 
tending the  benefits,  and  deriving  all  the  advantages 
of  law  and  government  from  ihem  at  once,  neither  of 
which  can  be  done  in  sparse  settlements,  where  noth- 
ing is  thought  of  but  scrambling  for  land,  which  may 
involve  confusion  and  bloodshed. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  the  slow  determina- 
tions of  Congress  involve  many  evils — 'tis  much  easier 
to  avoid  mischiefs  than  to  apply  remedies  when  they 
have  happened.  Had  Congress  paid  an  earlier  atten- 
tion to,  or  decided  sooner  on  Indian  afTatrs.  matters 
would  have  been  in  a  more  favorable  train  than  they 
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now  are ;  and  if  they  are  longer  delayed,  they  will 
grow  worse.  Twelve  months  ago  the  Indians  would 
have  listened  to  propositions  of  any  kind  with  more 

readiness  than  they  will  do  now : — the  terms  of  the 

/J^  .  peace  frightened  them,  and  they  were  disgusted  with 
G.  B.  for  making  such.  Briber)^  and  every  address 
which  British  art  could  dictate  have  been  practised 
since  to  soothe  them,  to  estrange  them  from  us,  and 
to  secure  their  trade.  To  what  other  causes  can  be 
ascribed  their  holding  our  western  posts  so  long  after 
the  ratifications  of  the  treaty,  contrary  to  the  spirit, 
tho'  they  do  it  under  the  letter  of  it.  To  remove 
their  garrison  and  stores  cannot  be  the  work  of  a 
week;  for  if  report  is  true,  they  have  only  to  shift 
them  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  line.  But  it  is  now 
more  than  twelve  months  since  I  foretold  what  has 
happened,  and  I  shall  not  be  surprized  if  they  leave 
us  tw  Posts  to  occupy  ;  for  if  they  mean  to  surrender 
them  al  all,  they  may  fix  upon  a  season,  or  appoint  a 
short  day  perhaps  for  the  evacuation  when  no  relief 
can  be  had.  And  Congress  having  repeatedly  called 
for  an  evacuation,  will  hardly  know  how  to  act,  es- 
pecially as  they  will  be  in  no  condition  to  take  poj 
session  of  the  posts: — for  to  do  it  properly  requires 
time ;  as  ordnance,  stores,  provisions  and  other  arti- 
cles, as  well  as  garrisons  arc  not  to  be  established  in 
a  moment,  even  where  boats  and  other  conveniences, 
of  which  I  question  much  whether  you  have  any.  are 
at  hand.  This  being  the  case,  there  will  be  an  inter- 
regnum during  which  the  works  will  be  left  without 
guards ;  and  being  obnoxious  to  our  late  enemyt 
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now  no  doubt  staunch  friends  with  Indian  prejudices 
in  aid,  will  be  the  cause  of  accidental  lires,  or  Indian 
drunkenness,  in  which  the  whole  will  end  in  confla- 
gration, or,  I  shall  be  mistaken.     *     •     • 


TO   GEORGE   CLINTON,    GOVERNOR   OF    NEW    YORK. 

Mou^^r  VxtxoN,  a;  Novnnlier,  17S4. 

My  ocar  Sir. 

A  few  days  ago  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your 
favor  of  the  I2ih  instant.  Although  I  felt  pain  from 
your  silence,  I  should  have  imputed  that  silence  to 
any  cause,  rather  than  a  diminution  of  friendship.  I 
feel  this  passion  for  you  too  strongly  implanted  in  my 
own  breast,  to  harbor  a  suspicion  of  it  in  yours,  where 
I  Hatter  myself  it  is  reciprocal,  unless  I  had  done 
something  to  deserve  it,  of  which  I  am  not  con- 
scious. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  learn  from  yourself, 
that  the  State  over  which  you  preside  is  tranquil. 
Would  to  God  it  may  ever  remain  so,  and  that  all 
others  may  follow  the  example.  Internal  dissensions, 
and  jarring  with  our  neighbors,  are  not  only  produc- 
tive of  mischievous  consequences  as  it  respects  our- 
selves, but  have  a  tendency  to  lessen  our  national 
character  and  importance  in  the  eyes  of  European 
powers.  1  f  any  thi  ng  can,  this  will,  expose  us  to  their 
intriguing  politics,  and  may  shake  the  Union. 

It  has  been  my  avowed  and  uniform  opinion,  ever 
since  the  interview  between  Baron  dc  Steuben  and 
General  Haldimand  last  year,  that,  whilst  a  pretext 
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could  be  found,  the  western  posts  would  be  withheld 
from  us ;  and  I  do  not  think  I  should  hazard  a  False 
prediction,  were  I  to  add,  that  they  never  will  come 
into  our  hands  in  the  condition  they  now  are.  When 
pretexts  can  no  longer  put  on  the  garb  of  decency, 
a  season  may  be  named  for  the  surrender,  in  which  it 
would  be  impracticable  for  us  to  avail  ourselves  ;  and 
the  Indians  during  the  intc^rregnum  by  innuendos  may 
reduce  them  to  ashes.  I  wish  it  may  be  otherwise, 
but  these  are  my  opinions. 

It  gave  pain  to  Mrs.  Washington  and  myself  t< 
hear  of  Mrs.  Clinton's  indisposition,  and  the  sicknef 
and  accidents  with  which  your  little  flock  have  beeo^ 
afflicted.  Our  best  and  sincere  wishes  are  ofifered 
for  them,  and  we  hope  shortly  to  hear  of  their  per* 
feet  restoration,  as  we  have  a  most  afiectionate  regard 
for  them  all.  and  feel  ourselves  interested  in  every 
thing  which  concerns  them. 

I  am  sorry  we  have  been  disappointed  in  our  ex- 
pectation of  the  mineral  spring  at  Saratoga  ;  and  of 
the  purchase  of  that  part  of  the  Oriskany  tract,  on 
which  Fort  Schuyler  stands  ;  but  very  glad  you  have 
succeeded  upon  such  advantageous  terms  in  the  pur- 
chase of  six  thousand  acres  adjoining ;  for  you  cer- 
tainly have  obtained  it  amazingly  cheap.  Be  so  good, 
my  dear  Sir,  along  with  the  other  information  you 
have  kindly  promised  me,  to  signify  whether  you 
have  any  prospect  of  borrowing,  on  interest,  money 
for  the  payment  of  my  moiety,  as  was  talked  of  be- 
tween us,  or  whether  I  am  to  provide  it  in  any  other 
manner,  that  1  may  take  measures  accordingly.  The 
time  is  also  come  for  the  payment  of  Interest  due 
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on  the  old  score,  and  I  shall  do  it  vith  as  little  delay 
as  possible. 

Give  me  leave  now,  my  dear  Sir,  to  thank  you  for 
your  recollection  of  and  attention  to  the  small  arti- 
cles, which  I  prayed  you  to  provide  forme.  When- 
ever you  conceive  the  season  is  proper,  and  an 
opportunity  offers,  I  shall  Hope  to  receive  the  balsam 
trees,  or  any  others,  which  you  may  think  curious  and 
exotics  with  us,  as  I  am  endeavoring  to  improve  the 
groiin(]s  a1x)ut  my  house  in  this  way.  If  perchance 
the  sloop  Pilgrim  is  not  yet  sailed  from  your  port,  you 
would  add  to  the  favor  you  mean  to  confer  on  me,  by 
causing  a  number  of  grape  vines,  sent  to  me  by  an 
uncle  of  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  brought  over  by 
Captain  Williams,  and  deposited  by  him  in  thegardcn 
of  Mr.  Beckman  near  the  city  of  New  York,  to  be  for- 
warded by  that  vessel.  They  consist  of  a  variety  of 
the  most  valuable  eating  grapes  in  France.  A  list  of 
the  kinds,  and  the  distinctions  of  them,  no  doubt 
accompanied  them.  1  pray  you  to  take  some  of  each 
sort  for  your  own  use,  and  offer  some  to  Mr.  Beekman. 

I  thank  you  for  the  interest  you  take  in  the  welfare 
of  my  nephew,  and  for  his  letter,  which  you  were  so 
obliging  as  to  send  me.  Poor  fellow  !  his  pursuit 
after  health  is.  1  fear,  altogether  fruitless.  Ever  since 
the  month  of  May  he  has  been  traversing  the  seas 
from  island  to  island,  but  hitherto  to  very  little  effect. 
When  he  last  wrote,  he  was  about  to  sail  for  Charles- 
ton, where  he  proposed  to  spend  the  winter,  and,  if 
no  salutary  effects  should  be  derived  from  it.  to  come 
hither  in  the  spring  and  resign  himself  to  his  fate' 

'  Gcnr^  AugutiiiM)  Ws8h)n|1aii. 
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Mrs.  Washington  unites  in  afTectionate  regards  for 
you,  Mrs.  Clinton,  and  family;  and  with  every  senti- 
ment of  friendship  and  respect,  I  am,  &c. 

P.  S.  Tell  Walker,  that  Mrs.  Washington  and  I 
join  in  congratulating  with  him  on  his  matrimonial 
connexion,  and  hope  he  will  enjoy  all  the  comforts 
and  pleasures,  which  are  to  be  derived  from  a  ^od 
wife.' 


TO  RICHARD  HENRV  LEE,  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRKSS.* 


MoviTT  VuNON,  14  DeoMib«r,  1714. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  letter,  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to 
me  on  the  20th  of  last  month,  only  came  to  my  hands 
by  the  post  preceding  the  date  of  this.      For  the  copy 

'  The  not  mornici^  ttc  Uoiue  of  Aucmbly  po^wMil  llic  foUowiog  resDiution  . 

"  Rrtolved.  nemim  lenlradittttit,  Iliat,  a>  a  inaik  of  lli«tr  lewrcncc  for  hii 
chuaclcr,aiid  nffection  (orliitpcnan,  acommittDColfivc  mcmben) be kppoialcd 
U  wait  upon  him  with  the  mpcclful  icenidit  of  ihii  Honi^  ;  to  expn&i  to  biai 
the  MtiidctioD  they  feel  io  tlip  ofipotiuniiy  ■(Totded  by  his  presence,  of  offering 
Uiis  tribute  to  bit  mttil ;  aod  to  n*«u[c  him,  thnt,  m  they  not  onlf  r«l«in  the 
tnoai  luikiiiii;  imprusiont  of  the  lranM:eD(Ieni  services  cenclcrcd  tn  hi«  late  public 
chnrnctcr,  but  havi.-  lince  hU  tettim  to  priviic  life  npentnced  prooti.  Uial  no 
chanft  of  situs liun  can  luni  hit  t1iDU|:hta  Ironi  ihc  welfare  of  Lit coooUy.ioU* 
hippintu  cat)  ne*erceaM  to  bean  object  of  tbeiimonltlcroui  wuhc**ndfcrvcnl 
iiipplkittion&. 

"  Mr.  Henry.  Mr.  MadUon,  Mr,  Jonn,  Mr,  C.  H,  Hurison.  «wl  Mr.  Car- 
rington  are  Ajjpolnleila  committee." 

To  the  coRimillccof  five  membcre,  who  were  the  bearen  of  thi»  reulve,  and 
o(  wlioin  Patiick  Hciiry  was  cbairnuu),  Ccnctal  Wasliington  leplicd  : 

"  Mf  iicndbili  t}'  ii  deeply  afiedcd  by  thi^i  iliMinguiihecl  mark  of  the  nilei^ 
tiuiMtc  iec«ti]  til  your  honorable  Huum.  I  lamont,  ou  thi*  oiCaffon,  the  want 
of  tboKc  poncn  which  would  enable  tne  to  do  iuitice  to  my  fce1in|[s,  and  ihall 
rely  upon  your  indulgent  TWport  to  lapply  Ihc  defect :  at  the  umo  lime  I  pray 
you  topieseot,  for  me,  the  itronxcst  aunrancca  of  uoiltcrable  affection  and 
gratitude,  for  tbii  last  plca^log  and  tlatteriD);  attention  of  my  country." 

'  Mr.  Le«  hftd  b««n  cho«en  Pi«sld«ni  of  CongrcH  on  the  30th  of  Novcraber. 
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of  the  treaty  held  with  the  Six  Nations,  at  Fort  Stan- 
wix,  you  will  please  to  accept  my  thanks.  These  peo- 
ple have  given,  I  think,  all  that  the  United  States 
could  reasonably  have  required  of  them ;  more,  per- 
haps, than  the  State  of  New  York  conceives  ought  to 
have  been  asked  from  them,  by  any  other  than  their 
own  legislature. 

I  wish  they  were  better  satisfied.  Individual  States 
opposing  the  measures  of  the  United  States,  encroach- 
ing upon  the  territory  of  each  other,  and  setting  up 
old  and  obsolete  claims,  is  verifying  the  predictions  of 
our  enemies,  and  is  truly  unfortunate.  If  the  western 
tribes  are  as  well  disposed  to  treat  with  us  as  the  Six 
Nations  have  been,  and  will  cede  a  competent  district 
of  country  northwest  of  the  Ohio  to  answer  our  present 
purposes,  it  would  be  a  circumstance  as  unexpected 
as  pleasing  to  me  ;  for  it  was  apprehended,  that  they 
should  agree  to  the  latter  reluctantly  if  at  all ;  but 
the  example  of  the  Northern  Indians,  who,  (if  they 
have  not  relinquished  their  claim.)  have  pretensions 
to  a  large  part  of  those  lands,  may  have  a  powerful 
influence  on  the  western  gentry,  and  smooth  the  way 
for  the  commissioners,  who  have  proceeded  to  Caya- 
hoga.' 

'  The  commiiRQncn,  Wolcail.  l^c,  uid  Butler,  came  to  Fori  fllnnirix  and 
fonml  Lafayeiie  klNady  there.  On  a  luggmion,  and  aflpt  iame bickeriDg,  th« 
M*K|UW  made  a  »pc«cli  lo  tUe  Indians,  and  was,  daring  hU  slay,  of  mors  im- 
porUncc  10  them  ihaii  ilie  cuininiuiaocra,  which  gare  umbnge  lo  Anhm  Lee. 
Mtc1i<iMi,  who  was  (Uo  present,  d«taiU  the  miller,  and  hints  that  the  com. 
mi^uocn  were  cintiaita^^  by  their  inuruclEons,  "  which  left  them  no  i^pacc 
for  oegoiiativn  or  cnncesiion,"  They  were  alio  impednl  by  tbc  indc|>eiideul 
BegotUtloni  of  New  York  with  the  fndianii,  "The  CoTcmor  of  this  State 
Dot  only  attcniplcil  to  hcrld  a  treaty  berore  and  ae^iatalc  fium  that  of  lbs  U.  S., 
but  haa  abioluiely  done  all  in  hit  pow«r  10  fracimo  oun."— /f/fAwr  l^t  to 
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It  ifavc  mc  pleasure  to  find,  by  the  last  ^zcttes,  that 
a  sufficient  number  of  States  had  assembled  to  form  a 
Congress,  and  that  you  were  chosen  to  preside  in  it' 
On  this  event,  permit  me  to  offer  my  compliments  of 
congratulation.  To  whatever  causes  the  delay  of  this 
meeting  may  have  been  ascribed,  it  most  certainly  has 
an  unfavorable  aspect ;  contributes  to  lessen,  already 
too  low,  the  dignity  and  importance  of  the  federal 
government,  and  is  hurtful  to  our  national  character 
in  the  eyes  of  Europe. 

It  is  said  (I  do  not  know  how  founded),  that  our 
Assembly  have  repealed  their  former  act  respecting 
British  debts.  If  this  be  true,  and  the  State  of  New 
York  has  not  acted  repugnantly  to  the  terms  of  the 
treaty,  the  British  government  can  no  longer  hold  the 
western  posts  under  that  cover ;  but  I  shall  be  mistaken 
if  they  do  not  entrench  themselves  behind  some  other 

yatei  Ktad,  39  October,  1784.  In  one  of  Wubingtoa**  l«tt«ra.  it  i»  hinted, 
ihat  Ihc  Dcgotiilions  were  fnilitcM,  m  the  ilcpuiics  on  ihc  ptrt  of  the  Itidfautt 
were  dvi  properly  aiilhoritcd  lo  irent — no  error,  perhaps,  (or  deputiec  tA 
Cancfcs*.  For  it  IckI  him  to  a<]d  :  "  Certain  it  \%  In  mx  opioion  thai  tltcre  b  t 
kind  of  fatality  attending  aU  out  pulilic  measures.  Inconcdrable  dclitys.  pai- 
tiodar  ctaiei:  ennnteraciing  the  plans  nf  the  United  Statet  when  snhtniitcd  to 
ttcm.  vppuBLnjf  each  oilier  upon  oil  occaiions,  lam  by  inicmal  divpuio,  or 
•npindy  necUKeni  anil  inRiienlive  lo  every  thing  which  xt  not  local  uhI 
Hlf-iatorMtinj;,  and  very  often  thort  ligliied  in  thcM, — mahe  up  our  kyiteni  ol 
\  cvodnct  Would  to  God  our  own  counirynicn.  who  are  enlrjsttd  wiih  ibc 
■nanagvneiil  of  the  political  machine,  could  vic»  ihini^i  by  that  lai^  and 
eatcnuve  >c*le  upon  which  il  U  measured  l>y  forctgnen-,  and  hy  the  stalc«nipn 
of  Europe.  «  ho  kc  what  wc  oiifht  be  and  pre<lici  what  ire  slull  come  to.  In 
(act,  our  federal  gnvemment  i>  a  name  laiihoiii  subMance.  Xo  Binte  it  longor 
bound  t>y  ilk  e<licti  th*"  ■>  Mills  frfttnl  purpoves,  without  loakinf  to  the 
Contequenoei.  How  then  mn  wc  fail  in  ■  liiile  lime  hecooiinf*  the  *pon  of 
European  polilin,  and  Ihc  rielims  of  our  <nirn  policy." — T»iCn^*,  $  Novenba, 

'  Although  Congreai  mi  to  have  atseoahled  October  30th.  it  wa<  nai  organ- 
bed  nntil  Norember  30th. 
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expedient  to  eflfect  it,  or  will  appoint  a  time  for  surren- 
dering them,  of  which  wc  cannot  avail  ourselves  ;  the 
probable  consequence  of  which  will  be  the  destruction 
of  the  works.' 

The  Assemblies  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  have 
now  under  consideration  the  extension  of  the  inland 
navigation  of  the  rivers  Potomac  and  James,  and 
opening  a  communication  between  them  and  the 
western  waters.     They  seem  fully  impressed  with  the 

'  In  I>ccanbcr.  i73j.  the  Virginia  Anembljr  levivcd  two  acts  passed  during 
dw  war,  irhicli  iutpended  all  voluolaiy  and  (rauduleat  ■isifniDcntc  o(  dd>t, 
Uld  M  to  othcn,  allowed  real  vsA  p«r«cinal  property  lo  be  (endercd  in  discbaigs 
of  necutioiu,  Jtuepli  Jones.  iIccniinK  ifieedy  payiDCiit  i>(  (tic  debt*  due  to 
Brilkh  cTcditon  imprndi cable,  wUhcd  tr>  make  periodical  payBienU  nf  the 
jirincipa],  Iboutili,  wit!)  JefTcrMju,  of  the  opiiii<3n  thai  the  treaty  »ut>jecied 
dehton  to  (he  payment  of  inter«i  alio. — Jaiui  to  JrfftTscH,  38  Fcbruarj'.  1784. 
In  June,  17B4,  the  conrts  wew  to  he  opened  to  BritUh  lultt  ■mtIv  when  repoM- 
(ion  thould  have  been  t&adc  {or  n^roet  carried  <rJ[  by  the  Britl^.  The 
miliMilTof  the  State  Senate  proietteii  ajaintl  thU  meaxurv.and  it  was  admitted 
that  a  Urge  majority  of  the  people  condemned  it,  either  from  a  icnse  of 
jiuiticc  or  national  faith. — Maduem  fit  ytfferton,  3  July  and  ao  Aujiul,  1784. 
In  November  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Jooea  paM«d  in  rommiitee  hy  a  largo 
nixjoritT,  disallowing  the  intcrMt,  and  it  was  to  this  bill,  as  yet  not  a  taw,  that 
Washington  rctcrretl.  After  discuHing  the  terms ol  payment,  Ihentcaiure  went 
10  U»  Senate,  where  some  diieri  mi  oati  one  were  in«ertc<l  ;  it  wax,  in  a  commiilce 
of  confeicnce.  made  acceptable  lo  both  llousci,  but  ii»  final  ■cceptaacv  waa 
ptwenled  by  Ibe  adjoummeni  of  the  \aeiah\y.—Afaditon  Op  ytfftnom,  9 
JaoDary,  1785. 

In  March,  178},  New  York  jiaued  an  act  declaring  that  in  any  action  by 
the  pro|>rieior  of  a  houie  or  lenemeni  againgt  the  occupant,  no  mitlury  order 
ahonid  b«a  jmlilication.  It  wn»oDtbit  Uwlbal  thecate  of  Ralgeitcj.  Waddii^- 
ton  was  tried.  In  May,  1784.  a  Uw  wu  paiKil  cunliimii'g  in  eiprem  terma  alt 
eoafiacationc  before  made,  notwiibiionding  erron  in  the  proeeedingi,  and 
lakioC  away  the  wHl  of  error  spun  any  judgment  picvioiuly  rendered.  This 
act.  picitcd  when  the  feeling  wa*  tuoDgly  aronacd  over  (he  Britiih  retention 
of  the  poitt,  woa,  in  HacnDion'a  opinion,  a  netr  confiie«tion,  and  invoiced 
an  infraction  of  the  ueaty. — i/amitten'i  ItWif  (Lodge),  ir„  408.  It  may 
be  iiuted  that  HamilioD  believed  that  "  it  w8»  not  ilU  about  May,  1784,  tlul 
we  «an  efaa^  upon  Great  Britain  a  dcJinijueney  aa  to  the  aurrender  ol  the 
poHla." 
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political  as  well  as  the  commercial  advantages,  which 
would  result  from  the  accomplishment  of  these  great 
objects,  and  I  hope  wit!  embrace  the  present  moment 
to  put  them  in  train  for  speedy  execution.  Would  it 
not,  at  the  same  time,  be  worthy  of  the  wisdom  and 
attention  of  Congress  to  have  the  western  waters  well 
explored,  the  navigation  of  them  fully  ascertained, 
accurately  laid  down,  and  a  complete  and  perfect  map 
made  of  the  country  ;  at  least  as  far  wcstwardly  as 
the  Miamtes,  running  into  the  Ohio  and  Lake  Erie, 
and  to  see  how  the  waters  of  them  communicate  with 
the  River  St.  Joseph,  which  empties  into  the  Lake 
Michigan,  and  with  the  Wabash.  I  cannot  forbear 
observing  here  that  the  Miami  village,  in  Hutchins's 
map,  if  it  and  the  waters  here  mentioned  are  laid 
down  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  points  to  a  very 
important  postforthe  Union.  The  expense  attending 
the  undertaking  could  not  be  great,  the  advantages 
would  be  unbounded;  for  sure  I  am,  nature  has  made 
such  a  display  of  her  bounties  in  those  regions,  that 
the  more  the  country  is  explored,  the  more  it  will 
rise  in  estimation,  consequently  the  greater  will  the 
revenue  be  to  the  Union. 

Would  there  be  any  impropriety,  do  you  think, 
Sir,  in  reserving  for  special  sale  all  mines,  minerals, 
and  salt  springs,  in  the  general  grants  of  land  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States  ?  The  public,  instead  of  the 
few  knowing  ones,  might  in  this  case  receive  the  bene- 
fits, which  would  result  from  the  sale  of  them,  with- 
out infringing  any  rule  of  justice  that  occurs  to  me,  or 
their  own  laws  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  inflict  a  just 
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punishment  upon  chose,  who  in  defiance  of  the  latter 
have  dared  to  create  enemies  &  to  disturb  the  public 
tranquillity,  by  roaming  over  the  countrj*.  marking  and 
surveying  the  valuable  spots  in  it,  to  the  great  dis- 
quiet of  the  western  tribes  of  Indians,  who  have 
viewed  these  transactions  with  jealous  indignation. 
To  hit  upon  a  happy  medium  price  for  the  western 
lands,  for  the  prevention  of  monopoly  on  one  hand, 
and  not  discouraging  useful  settlers  on  the  other, 
will,  no  doubt,  require  consideration  ;  but  should 
not  employ  too  much  time  before  it  is  announced. 
The  spirit  for  emigration  is  great  People  have  got 
impatient,  and,  though  you  cannot  stop  the  road,  it  is 
yet  in  your  power  to  mark  the  way  ;  a  little  while,  and 
you  will  not  be  able  to  do  either.  It  is  easier  to  pre- 
vent than  to  remedy  an  evil,  I  shall  be  ver)'  happy 
in  the  continuation  of  your  correspondence  ;  and.  with 
sentiments  of  great  esteem  and  respect,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    KNOX. 


Mount  Vkrkon,  5  Juiuiry,  1785. 

Mv  DEAR  Sir. 

About  the  beginning  of  last  month  I  wrote  you  a 
pretty  long  letter,  and  soon  after,  received  your 
favor  of  the  23d.  of  November.  It  is  not  the  letters 
from  my  friends  which  give  me  trouble,  or  add  ought 
to  my  perplexity.  I  receive  them  with  pleasure,  and 
pay  as  much  attention  to  them  as  my  avocations  will 
admit 
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It  is  references  of  old  matters  with  which  1  have 
nothing  to  do — applications,  which  oftentimes  cannot 
be  complied  with  ;  enquiries,  which  would  employ 
the  pen  of  a  historian  to  satisfy  ;  letters  of  com- 
pHment,  as  unmeaning  perhaps  as  they  are  trouble-  fl 
some,  but  which  must  be  attended  to ;  and  the 
commonplace  business,  which  employs  my  pen  and 
my  time ; — often  disagreeably. 

Indeed,  these  with  company,  deprive  me  of  exer- 
cise, and  unless  I  can  obtain  relief,  may  be  productive 
of  disagreeable  consequences.  I  already  begin  to  feci 
the  effect. — Heavy,  and  painful  oppression  of  the 
head,  and  other  disagreeable  sensations,  often  trouble 
me. —  I  am  determined  therefore  to  employ  some  per- 
son who  shall  ease  me  of  the  drudgery  of  this  busi- 
ness.— At  any  ratCt  if  the  whole  of  it  is  thereby 
suspended,  I  am  resolved  to  use  exercise.  My  private 
concerns  also,  require  infmitcly  more  attention  than 
I  have  given,  or  can  give,  under  present  circum- 
stances. They  can  no  longer  be  neglected  without 
involving  my  ruin.  This,  my  dear  Sir,  is  a  friendly 
communication — I  give  it  in  testimony  of  my  unre- 
ser\'edne5s  wiih  you.  and  not  for  the  purpose  of 
discouraging  your  letters;  for  be  assured  that,  to 
corrispond  with  those  I  love  is  among  my  highest 
gratifications,  and  1  persuade  myself  you  will  not 
doubt  my  sincerity  when  I  assure  you  I  place  you 
among  the  foremost  of  this  class.  Letters  of  friend* 
ship  require  no  study,  the  communications  are  easy, 
and  allowances  are  expected,  and  made.  This  is  not 
the  case  with  those  which  require  re-searches,  consid- 
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eration,  recollection,  and  the  de — 1  knows  what  to 
prevent  error,  and  to  answer  the  ends  for  which  they 
are  written. 

In  my  last  I  informed  you  that  I  was  endeavoring 
to  stimulate  my  Countrymen  to  the  extension  of  the 
inland  Navigation  of  our  Rivers;  and  to  ihe  opening 
of  the  best  and  easiest  communication  for  Land  trans- 
portation between  them  and  the  Western  Waters.  I 
am  just  returned  from  Annapolis  to  which  place  I 
was  requested  to  go  by  our  Assembly  (with  my 
bosom  friend  Genl.  G — tes,  who  being  at  Richmond 
contrived  to  edge  himself  into  the  commission)  for 
the  purpose  of  arranging  matters,  and  forming  a  Law 
which  should  be  similar  in  both  States,  so  far  as  it  re- 
spected the  river  Potomack.  which  seperates  them. 
I  met  the  most  perfect  accordance  in  that  legislature  ; 
and  the  matter  is  now  reported  to  ours,  for  its  con- 
currence. 

The  two  Assemblies  (not  being  in  circumstances  to 
undertake  this  business  zu holly  At  the  public  cxpcncc) 
propose  to  incorporate  such  private  Adventurers  as 
shall  associate  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  navi- 
gation of  the  River  from  tide  water  as  far  up  as 
it  will  admit  craft  of  ten  tons  burthen,  and  to  allow 
them  a  perpetual  toll  and  other  emoluments  to  induce 
them  to  subscribe  freely  to  a  work  of  such  magnitude  ; 
whilst  they  have  agreed  (or.  I  should  rather  say,  prob- 
ably will  agree,  as  the  matter  is  not  yet  concluded 
in  the  Virginia  Assembly)  to  open  at  the  public  ex- 
pence,  the  communication  with  the  Western  territory. 
To  do  this  will  be  a  great  political  work — may  be  im- 
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niensely  extensive  in  a  commercial  point ;  and  beyond 
all  question,  will  be  exceedingly  beneficial  for  those 
who  advance  the  money  for  the  purpose  of  extending 
the  Navigation  of  the  river,  as  the  tolls  arising  there- 
from are  to  be  held  in  perpetuity,  and  will  increase 
every  year.— 

Rents  have  got  to  such  an  amazing  height  in  Alex- 
andria, that  (having  an  unimproved  lot  or  two  there) 
I  have  thoughts,  if  my  finances  will  support  me  in  the 
measure,  of  building  a  House,  or  Houses  thereon  for 
the  purpose  of  letting. 

In  humble  imitation  of  the  wise  man,  I  have 
set  me  down  to  count  the  cost ;  and  among  other 
heavy  articles  of  expenditure,  I  find  lime  is  not  the 
smallest 

Stone  lime  with  us,  owing  to  the  length  of  (land) 
transportation  comes  very  high  at  that  place.  Shell 
lime,  from  its  weakness,  and  the  consequent  quantity 
used,  is  far  from  being  low.  These  considerations 
added  to  a  report  that  this  article  may  be  had  from 
your  State  by  way  of  Ballast,  upon  terms  much  easier 
than  either  can  be  bought  here,  inclines  me  without 
making  an  apology,  to  give  you  the  trouble  of  en- 
quiring from  those  who  might  be  disposed  to  enter 
into  a  contract  therefor,  and  can  ascertain  the  fact 
with  precision. 

1st. — At  what  price  by  the  bushel,  a  quantity  of 
slaked  stone  lime  could  be  delivered  at  one  of  the 
wharves  at  Alexandria  (freight  and  every  incidental 
charge  included),  or  to  a  Lighter  opposite  to  my  own 
House. 
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2d. — At  what  price  burnt  lime  stone,  but  unslaked 
(if  ic  be  safe  to  bring  such)  could  be  delivered  as 
above. 

3d. — At  what  price  unburnt  lime  stone,  could  be 
delivered  at  the  latter  place. 

In  the  last  case,  it  might  I  should  suppose,  come  as 
Ballast  very  low.  In  the  second  it  might  also  come 
as  ballast,  and  (tho'  higher  than  the  former,  yet)  com- 
paratively cheap,  if  the  danger  of  waters  getting  to 
it,  and  its  slaking  and  heating  in  the  Hold,  would  not 
bt  too  great. — In  the  first  case,  there  would  be  no 
certainty  of  its  goodness,  because  lime  from  the  late 
judicious  experiments  of  a  Mr.  Higgens,  should  be 
used  as  soon  as  it  slaked ;  and  would  be  still  bet- 
ter, if  it  was  so,  immediately  after  burning  ;  as  air,  as 
well  as  water,  according  to  his  observations,  weakens 
and  injures  it.  Your  information  upon  these  points 
from  those  who  might  incline  to  contract,  and  on 
whom  dependence  could  be  placed,  would  much 
oblige  me — and  the  sooner  I  get  it  the  better,  as  my 
determination  is  suspended,     •     *     • 


TO    BENJAMIN    HARRISON. 

HouMT  Vbrkon,  azjanouy.  17$;. 

Mv  BEAK  Sir, 

It  is  not  easy  for  me  to  decide  by  which  my  mind 
was  most  affected  upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  6th  instant,  surprise  or  gratitude.'     Both  were 

'  FreiH  Ml.  /JarriiMt'i  Jj/ttt, — "  It  gives  mcj-rc  at  plea&nre  to  inf ana  j-oii, 
ihnt  [be  Aucmbl)'  ycsterdajF,  without  ailtwcnting  voice. cumplimcntcil you  wilh 
filly  iliarcs  in  the  Potomac  Company,  uid  one  huniitcd  in  the  Jataet  Rircr 

St 


greater  than  I  have  words  to  express.  The  attention 
and  good  wishes,  which  the  Assembly  have  evidenced 
by  their  act  for  vesting  in  me  one  hundred  and  fifty 
shares  in  the  navigation  of  each  of  the  rivers  Potomac 
and  James,  are  more  than  mere  compliment  There 
is  an  unequivocal  and  substantial  meaning  annexed. 
But  believe  me.  Sir,  notwithstanding  these,  no  circum- 
stance has  happened  to  me  since  I  left  the  walks  of 
public  life,  which  has  so  much  embarrassed  me. 

On  the  one  hand,  I  consider  this  act,  as  I  have  al- 
ready observed,  as  a  noble  and  unequivocal  proof  of 
the  good  opinion,  the  aflTection,  and  disposition  of  my 
country  to  serve  me  ;  and  I  should  be  hurt.  if.  by  declin- 
ing the  acceptance  of  it,  my  refusal  should  be  construed 
into  disrespect  or  Che  smallest  slight  upon  the  generous 
intention  of  the  country,  or  it  should  be  thought  that 
an  ostentatious  display  of  disinterestedness  or  public 
virtue  was  the  source  of  refusal.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  is  really  my  wish  to  have  my  mind,  and  my  actions. 


CttmpBiij  :  oE  which  I  ^ve  you  tbi*  culjr  notice  to  slop  jroni  nib4cnbiii{  on  jem 
own  account.  As  thLi  caiuplimcnt  it  (nlcndcd  Ly  yoat  country  Jn  com  mm  an< 
tion  of  yfrur  asiidudu*  c*ke  ta  promoie  her  intereit,  I  hope  you  will  hiiir«  ltd 
acrupkk  in  acccpiLii^  ibc  prcMric,  und  tbticby  i^iatifyiiii;  litem  in  ttteir  most 
earncit  withn."— Richmond,  Juioarjr  Gth. 

The  ]irc&inM«  to  thoact  ouproMM  ibe  object  of  the  IsgisUtunin  making lh« 
donation.  It  runs  ilitis.  "  It  i«  the  denre  at  the  rep  resent  a  lives  of  this  com- 
monwralth  to  embmce  every  suitable  occasion  of  testifying  their  ««n«e  of  lb« 
VDCxamplcd  mcritt  of  Oci>rgc  Wftihington  towards  his  counttj' ;  and  it  u  their 
vlsb  in  particulu,  Ihst  those  gna,i  worhs  for  its  icnprovemcnl,  which,  both  «> 
sprin^ng  friMn  the  liberty  <vhicli  heh&^been  >u  iniirufflenial  in  evuiilishiog,  and 
aa  ciicouiagcd  hj  his  {lalionagc,  will  be  durable  inoniuiteats  ol  hit  clory,  mAj 
be  made  monuments  abo  of  the  {ralltudc  of  his  country."  The  act  then  pro. 
CMds  to  v«:<t  in  Cenrgc  WftBhinftao,  and  his  heir*  and  nMiigna  forever,  the  above 
one  hundred  utd  fifty  shares  ia  the  Potomac  and  James  Riva  CompaDies. — 
JltmnfM  StatuUs,  roL  xi.,  p.  535- 


which  are  the  result  of  contemplation,  as  free  and  in- 
dependent as  the  air;  that  I  may  be  more  at  liberty 
(in  things  which  my  opportunities  and  experience  have 
brought  me  to  the  knowledge  of)  to  express  my  sen- 
timents, and,  if  necessary,  to  suggest  what  may  occur 
to  me  under  the  fullest  conviction,  that,  although  my 
judg'ment  may  be  arraigned,  there  will  be  no  suspicion 
that  sinister  motives  had  the  smallest  influence  In  the 
suggestion.  Not  content,  then,  with  the  bare  conscious- 
ness of  my  having,  in  all  this  navigation  business, 
acted  upon  the  clearest  conviction  of  the  political  im- 
portance of  the  measure,  I  would  wish  that  every  in* 
dividual,  who  may  hear  that  it  was  a  favorite  plan  of 
mine,  may  know  also  that  I  had  no  other  motive  for 
promoting  it,  than  the  advantage  I  conceived  it  would 
be  productive  of  to  the  Union,  and  to  this  State  in 
particular,  by  cementing  the  eastern  and  western  ter- 
ritory together,  at  the  same  time  that  it  will  give  vigor 
and  increase  to  our  commerce,  and  be  a  convenience 
to  our  citizens. 

How  would  this  matter  be  viewed,  then,  by  the  eye 
of  the  world,  and  what  would  be  the  opinion  of  it, 
when  it  comes  to  be  related,  that  George  Washington 
exerted  himself  to   effect   this    work — and    George 

W has  received  twenty  thousand  dollars  and  five 

thousand  pounds  sterling  of  the  public  money  as  an 
interest  therein  ?  Would  not  this  in  the  estimation  of 
it  (if  I  am  entitled  to  any  merit  for  the  part  I  have 
acted,  and  without  it  there  is  no  foundation  for  the 
act,)  deprive  me  of  the  principal  thing,  which  is  lauda- 
ble in  my  conduct  ?     Would  it  not  in  some  respects  be 
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considered  in  the  same  light  as  a  pension  ?  And  would 
not  the  apprehension  of  this  make  me  more  reluctant- 
ly offer  my  sentiments  in  future?  In  a  word,  under 
whatever  pretence,  and  however  customary  these  gra- 
tuitous gifts  are  made  in  other  countries,  should  I  not 
thenceforward  be  considered  as  a  dependent?  One 
moment's  thought  of  which  would  give  me  more 
pain,  than  I  should  receive  pleasure  from  the  product 
of  all  the  tolls,  were  ever}'  farthing  of  them  vested  in 
me ;  although  I  consider  it  as  one  of  the  most  certain 
and  increasing  estates  in  the  country.' 

I  have  written  to  you  with  an  openness  becoming 
our  friendship.  I  could  have  said  more  on  the  sub- 
ject;  but  I  have  already  said  enough  to  let  you  into 
the  state  of  my  mind.  I  wish  to  know  whether  the 
ideas  I  entertain  occurred  to,  and  were  expressed  by, 
any  member  In  or  out  of  the  House.  Upon  the 
whole  you  may  be  assured,  my  dear  Sir,  that  my 
mind  is  not  a  little  agitated.     I  want  the  best  infor- 

'  The  BCl  wn>  offitcialtjr  communioKecl  to  htm  by  Palncl  llmry,  tben  gov- 
ernor of  VirgfnU.  To  chat  communt cation  he  replied  at  fotlowt.  more  Uun  ■ 
month  after  the  nbove  wm  wnlt«n,  and  when  hit  mind  •ecms  t»  baTc  become 
(irmly  leiilcil  [n  iti  tint  [mprcMiont. 

"  [  ihnll  «ver  conxider  Ihii  act  u  an  uneijuivDcal  anil  MibiitntJal  icntimODy 
odhcappruvini;  vuitc  vf  luy  counlrjr  foi  the  pait  I  bavsitctcdan  ibc  Aucricaa 
theatre,  and  (hall  (cut  upon  the  lecotleclion  of  it  oj  often  ■*  it  occhix  to  me ; 
bet  this  ii  all  I  can  nr  mmn  in  do.  It  wat  niy  fintt  decUratton  in  Congrra, 
after  accepting  my  miliioiy  nppointment,  that  I  wuulil  nut  rcceircany  thing  fcr 
such  tervicc^  as  1  might  be  able  to  render  the  caiue  in  which  t  had  embarked. 
It  wa«  my  fined  deienntnation,  when  I  mrreodered  thai  app^niment,  never  lo 
hold  any  other  oUce  under  govefnmcnt.  by  which  ci*olnmeiit  might  become  ■ 
ncceuaiy  append^,  at,  in  other  words,  which  xhould  wiibdraw  me  Irom  the 
ncocMory  atlentiont,  which  my  own  private  cmiccins  inditpcniAbly  re(}uircdi 
nor  lo  accept  of  any  pccnnlary  adcnawkdicmcnt  for  whet  bad  poucd.  Froa 
th)«  rewlulion  my  miod  hat  never  swerved." — February  37tb. 
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mation  and  advice  to  settle  it  1  have  no  inclination, 
as  I  have  already  observed,  to  avail  myself  of  the 
generosity  of  the  country ;  nor  do  I  wish  to  appear 
ostentatiously  disinterested  (for  more  than  probable 
my  refusal  would  be  ascribed  to  this  motive),  or  that 
the  country  should  harbor  an  idea,  that  I  am  dis- 
posed to  set  little  value  on  her  favors,  the  manner 
of  granting  which  is  as  flattering  as  the  grant  is  im- 
portant. My  present  difficulties,  however,  shall  be 
no  impediment  to  the  progress  of  the  undertaking. 
I  will  receive  the  full  and  frank  opinions  of  my 
friends  with  thankfulness.  I  shall  have  time  enougli 
between  the  sitting  of  the  next  Assembly  to  consider 
the  tendency  of  the  act,  and  in  this,  as  in  all  other 
matters,  will  endeavor  to  decide'for  ihe  best. 

I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  &c 


«   «   • 


)ut; 
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TO    RICHARD   HBMKV    LEE,    PRESIDENT   OF  CONGRESS. 

Mount  Vkkkon,  %  Februv>-,  178s. 

Dear  Sir, 

Since  my  last  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
favors  of  the  26th  of  December  and  16th  of  Januarj". 
I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  the  As- 
semblies of  Virginia  and  Maryland  have  enacted 
laws,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy.  They  are  ex- 
actly similar  in  bath  States.  At  the  same  time,  and 
at  the  joint  and  equal  expense  of  the  two  govern- 
ments, the  sum  of  six  thousand  six  hundred  and  six- 
ty-six dollars  and  two  thirds  are  voted  for  opening 
and  keeping  in  repair  a  road  from  the  highest  prac- 


ticable  navigation  of  this  river,  to  that  of  the  River 
Cheat,  or  Monongahela,  as  commissioners  who  are 
appointed  to  sur\'ey  and  lay  out  the  same,  shall  find 
most  convenient  and  beneficial  to  the  western  settlers; 
and  have  concurred  in  an  application  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  for  permission  to  open  another  road 
from  Fort  Cumberland  to  the  Youghiogany,  at  the 
Three  Forks,  or  Turkey  Foot     A  similar  bill  to  the 
one  enclosed  is  passed  by  our  Assembly  respecting 
the  navigation  of  James  River,  and  the  communica- 
tion between  it  and  the  waters  of  the  Great  Kanhawa. 
And  the  Executive,  authorized  by  a  resolve  of  the 
Assembly  to  appoint  commissioners,  to  examine  and 
report  the  most  convenient  course  for  a  canal  between 
Elizabeth  River  and  the  waters  of  Roanoke,  with  an 
estimate  of  the  expense  ;  and,  if  the  best  communica- 
tion shall  be  found  to  require  the  concurrence  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  thereto,  to  make  application 
to  the  legislature  thereof  accordingly. 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1 783,  I  was 
honored  with  a  letter  from  the  Countess  of  Hunting- 
ton,' briefly  reciting  her  benevolent  intention  of 
spreading  Christianity  among  the  tribes  of  Indians 
inhabiting  our  western  territory,  and  expressing  a 
desire  of  my  advice  and  assistance  to  carry  this 
charitable  design  into  execution.  I  wrote  her  Lady- 
ship for  answer,  that  it  would  by  no  means  comport 

'  SvllBft,  daughter  of  Earl  Fcmre.  born  1707.  A  wiioai  llliwn  tingnl 
thoughts  wllh  teligiout  enthuKi&sm.  Ax  early  »  177$,  Goremor  llatchintoa 
found  hct  ftnxiouiion  the  state  o(  religion  in  America,  *'  wishing  (usee  'people 
tbrre  lay  leu  lUcai  00  Ihc  nonces xniiak  u(  rdiEion,  and  to  ^my  greater  rcgaid 
to  I  he  vital  part*  oiilJ'-^/fuUAiiutu'*  JJiary,  i.,  349. 
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with  the  plan  of  retirement  I  had  promised  myself,  to 
take  an  active  or  responsible  part  in  this  business  ; 
and  that  it  was  my  belief,  there  was  no  other  way  to 
effect  her  pious  and  benevolent  design,  but  by  first 
reducing  these  people  to  a  state  of  greater  civiliza- 
tion ;  but  that  I  would  give  every  aid  In  my  power, 
consistent  with  that  ease  and  tranquillity,  to  which  I 
meant  to  devote  the  remainder  of  my  life,  to  carry 
her  plan  into  effect.  Since  that  time  I  have  been  fav- 
ored with  other  letters  from  her,  and  a  few  days  ago, 
under  cover  from  Sir  James  Jay,  the  papers  herewith 
enclosed.' 

As  the  plan  contemplated  by  Lady  Huntington, 
according  to  the  outlines  exhibited,  is  not  only  un- 
exceptionable in  its  design  and  tendency,  but  has 
humanity  and  charity  for  its  object,  and  may,  I  con- 
ceive, be  made  subservient  to  valuable  political  pur- 
poses. I  take  the  liberty  of  laying  the  matter  before 
you  for  your  free  and  candid  sentiments  thereon. 
The  communication  I  make  of  this  matter  to  you, 
Sir,  is  in  a  private  way ;  but  you  are  at  full  liberty 
to  communicate  the  plan  of  Lady  Huntington  to  the 
members  individually,  or  officially  to  Congress,  as  the 
importance  and  propriety  of  the  measure  may  strike 
you.     My  reasons  for  it  are  these.     First,  I  do  not 

'  Tlicsc  papers  pictentcrl  a  general  outline  of  Lsiy  Iluniinginn'i  plan,  Her 
primary  ubjeci  wu  tu  diiliie  and  chrUlianiie  (be  liKtiins.  Kur  this  riid  fbe 
applied  Id  Hone  of  the  Slat«»  for  granlx  of  laiidi,  on  which  emigrants  might  c*- 
tablith  themwlvct.  SchooU  were  to  be  established,  and  relieiuui  hmructioB 
provided  for,  undet  «ueh  regulations  as  to  produce  the  hetl  ptActical  remits  ; 
and  liie  arl»  of  life  were  lo  be  taught,  and  the  mean*  oJ  ci»i]iE»tion  comrnoni- 
calcd.  bf  iheciflinplr  nf  the  netilcn,  and  by  mch  direct  c(TotlK  i»  i^hauld  be 
deened  mllcd  to  the  great  purpotei  in  tiew. 
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believe  that  any  of  the  States  to  which  she  has  writ- 
ten,  unless  it  may  be  New  York,  are  in  circumstances, 
since  their  cession  of  territory,  to  comply  with  the 
requisitions  respecting  emigration  ;  but  it  has  been 
privately  hinted  to  mc,  and  ought  not  to  become  a 
matter  of  public  notoriety,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
indefinite  expressions  of  the  address  respecting  the 
numbers  or  occupations  of  the  emigrants,  which  were 
designed  to  avoid  giving  alarms  in  England,  the 
former  will  be  great,  and  the  useful  artisans  among 
them  many.  Second,  because  such  emigration,  if  it 
should  effect  the  object  in  view,  besides  the  humane 
and  charitable  purposes,  which  would  be  thereby  an- 
swered, will  be  of  immense  political  consequence ; 
and  even  if  this  should  not  succeed  to  her  Lady- 
ship's wishes,  it  must  nevertheless  be  of  considerable 
importance  from  the  increase  of  population  by 
orderly  and  well-disposed  characters,  who  would  at 
once  form  a  barrier,  and  attempt  the  conversion  of 
the  Indians  without  involving  an  expense  to  the 
Union. 

I  see  but  one  objection  to  a  compact,  unmixed, 
and  powerful  settlement  of  this  kind,  if  it  is  likely  to 
be  so,  the  weight  of  which  you  will  judge.  It  is  (and 
her  Ladyship  seems  to  have  been  aware  of  it,  and 
endeavors  to  guard  against  it,)  placing  a  people  in  a 
body  upon  our  exterior,  where  they  will  be  contiguous 
to  Canada,  who  may  bring  with  them  strong  preju- 
dices against  us  and  our  form  of  government,  and 
equally  strong  attachments  to  the  country  and  insti- 
tutions  they  leave,  without  the  means  (being  detached 
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and  unmixed  with  citizens  of  different  sentiments)  of 
having  ihem  eradicated.' 

Her  Ladyship  has  spoken  so  feelingly  and  sensibly 
on  the  religious  and  benevolent  purposes  of  the  plan, 
that  no  language  of  which  I  am  possessed  can  add 
aught  to  enforce  her  observations.  And  no  place  I 
think  bids  so  fair  to  answer  her  views,  as  that  spot  in 
Hutchins's  map,  marked  Miami  Village  and  Fort. 
From  hence  there  is  a  communication  to  all  parts  by 
water ;  and  at  which  in  my  opinion  we  ought  to  have 
a  post.     *     *     • 

Please  to  accept  my  thanks  for  the  pamphlet 
you  sent  me,  and  for  the  resolutions  respecting  the 
temporary  and  permanent  seat  of  government.      If  I 


'  T.oc«l  and  political  reaton*  prcfentecl  Lady  Hnntington's  plan  from  being 
carried  into  cflcct.  Coogi*M  \t»A  pIm1];t(1  >11  the  wild  Inndt  for  a  *p«cUic 
obJKi.  nti'l  ihe  Slate*  had  cnlcd  ihcir  Unilii  la  the  Union,  and  o(  counc  bad 
none  lo  appropriicf  for  such  a  puqioM.  Theaniirii  from  Mr.  L«e  toihcibova 
letter  will  explain  'Am  point  in  regard  to  CoagTcvs.  "  Al  (he  some  lime  -fOMX 
packet  reached  tnc,"  laid  lie,  "there  came  one  to  CongTcu  from  CtnTrnor 
Henry,  with  Uer  I,a<ly»hip'*  leltet  and  plan  enclo»c<l,  which  ihe  (iovemor 
itronnly  rccummcnded.  It  wu  pKtenlljr  obtcrred,  Uiai  ihc  ternu  upon  which 
landi  had  been  ceded  lathe  United  Slate*  did  noclejLve  it  in  the  power  of  Con- 
([FftM  lo  diipocc  of  Ihtm  lor  any  other  pui^ioM,  thin  for  pnying  the  debts  of  Ihc 
poblic  hy  a  full  and  fair  ute  of  all  tbe  ceded  Undk  It  was  indeed  remarked, 
that  ihoM  rcligiouB  people,  whom  hci  Ladythlp  had  in  prospect  to  Iranipori 
and  fix  on  our  frontier,  were  tcmaikaUe  in  ihc  Ute  war  for  a  uniinirnaus  and 
bitter  enmity  to  ihc  Americno  csttse.  and  mii{ht  foim  a  dangcrout  Miilcnimt  at 
«o  great  ■  diiianoe,  eotili^ont  to  the  Indians,  and  easily  aceeuible  to  Csnida  ; 
especially  in  the  iireient  ver^  imfricnilly  lein]icT  uf  mind,  ihal  vie  mivr  tiipptMe 
the  Biilinb  naiinn  poi«ecie>  with  rrxpcd  lo  u«.  Il  wu  therefore  ordered,  thai 
Cwremor  Henry's  leiler  wiih  ilic  rnclnwrc*  tbonld  he  filed,  and  nothing  more 
be  diMie  in  the  affair." — New  York,  Febmirf  a7lh. 

To  Sir  Jktnes  Jay  he  ii%s  fflmcwhal  more  full  in  hl»  ob)erti«n  -  "There  are 
but  two  reason*,  whieh  my Imaf^ nation  ivjcj^*,  that  cin  be  opposed  to  il.  The 
fini  it,  the  piesRne  dehtt  of  the  Unlled  Sates,  which  may  call  for  the  revenue, 
thai  can  Ik  drawii  from  Ihi:  advimai^oui  talc  of  ihcir  UikU,  and  ihc  discon- 
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might  be  permitted  to  hazard  an  opinion  of  the  latter, 
I  would  say,  that,  by  the  time  your  federal  buil<iing5 
on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  along  the  point  of  a 
triangle  arc  fit  for  the  reception  of  Congress,  it  will 
be  found  that  they  are  very  improperly  placed  for  the 
seat  of  the  Empire,  and  will  have  to  undergo  a  second 
edition  in  a  more  convenient  one.  If  the  Union  con- 
tinues, and  this  is  not  the  case,  I  will  agree  to  be 
classed  among  the  false  prophets,  and  suffer  for  evil 
prediction.     •     •     * 


TO   REV.    WILLIAM   GORDON. 


Mount  Vcnum,  8  Mftrch,  178$. 

Dear  Sir, 

Since  my  last  to  you,  I  have  been  favored  with 
several  of  your  letters,  which  should  not  have  remained 
so  long  unacknowledged,  had  I  not  been  a  good  deal 
pressed  by  matters  which  could  not  well  be  delayed ; 
and  because  I  foii  nd  a  ililTicuUy  in  complying  with  your 
request  respecting  the  profiles.  The  latter  it  is  not  in 
ray  power  to  do  now  satisfactorily.  Some  imperfect 
miniature  cuts  I  send  you  under  cover  with  this  tetter. 
They  were  designed  for  me  by  Miss  D'Hart  of 
Elizabethtown,  and  given  to  Mrs.  Washington,  who, 
in  sparing  them,  only  wishes  they  may  answer  your 

lent*,  which  oiiglit  flow  (roio  discrimin All vn,  if  |icc(ilMi«xccu.pliu(iti,  in  ll>« origi- 
nal purchuc,  or  iadulgcRccs  thereafter,  uc  expected  in  Uvor  of  the  cUusof 
tetUeri  propoieil  by  the  plan;  ftnd,  secondly,  (whicll  inay  hav«  more  welgbt,) 
the  prcju'licoof  monaicluciLl  people,  where  tbcy  tic  oamixcd  wiihTcpublitans, 
■Salntl  (bcmc  whu  liavc  scpitntcd  (ram  them,  and  ngsiiut  thdr  (ormsol  eotem. 
■nent,  and  this  too  in  the  vidnily  of  a  BriiiUi  one,  vtt ;  Canada." 
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purpose  For  her  I  can  get  none  cut  yet.  If  M.  Du 
Simitiere  is  living,  and  at  Philadelphia,  it  is  possible 
he  may  have  miniature  engravings  of  most  if  not  all 
the  military  characters  you  want,  and  in  their  proper 
dresses.  He  drew  many  good  likenesses  from  the  life, 
and  got  them  engraved  at  Paris  for  sale.  Among 
these  I  have  seen  General  Gates,  Baron  Steuben,  and 
others,  as  also  of  your  humble  servant.  The  Marquis 
de  Lafayette  had  left  this  before  your  request  of  his 
profile  came  to  hand. 

You  ask  if  the  character  of  Colonel  John  Laurens, 
as  drawn  in  the  Independent  Chronicle  of  the  2d  of 
December  last,  is  just.  I  answer,  that  such  parts  of 
the  drawing,  as  have  fallen  under  my  own  observation, 
is  literally  so ;  and  that  it  is  my^  firm  belief  his  merits 
and  worth  richly  entitle  him  to  the  whole  picture.  No 
man  possessed  more  of  the  amor  pa  (Hep.  In  a  word, 
he  had  not  a  fault,  that  I  ever  could  discover,  unless 
intrepidity  bordering  upon  rashness  could  come  under 
that  denomination ;  and  to  this  he  was  excited  by  the 
purest  motives. 

The  order  alluded  to  in  my  private  letter,  a  copy  of 
which  you  requested,  I  now  send.  You  might  have 
observed,  for  1  believe  the  same  private  letter  takes 
notice  thereof,  that  it  was  consequent  of  a  resolve  of 
Congress,  that  Fort  Washington  was  so  pertinaciously 
held,  before  the  ships  passed  that  post.  Without  un- 
packing chests,  unbundling  papers,  &c.,  I  cannot  come 
at.  to  give  you  a  copy  of,  that  resolve ;  but  I  well  re* 
member,  that,  after  reciting  the  importance  of  securing 
the  upper  navigation  of  the  Hudson,  1  am  directed  to 
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obtain  tiulks,  to  sink  them  for  the  purpose  of  obstruct- 
ing the  navigation,  and  to  spare  no  other  cost  to  effect 
iL  Owing  to  this,  the  posts  of  Forts  Washingfton  and 
Lee,  on  account  of  the  narrowness  of  the  river,  some 
peculiarity  of  the  channel,  and  strength  of  the  ground 
at  those  places,  were  laboriously  fortified.  Owing  to 
this,  we  left  Fort  Washington  strongly  garrisoned  in 
our  rear,  when  we  were  obliged  to  retreat  to  the  White 
Plains ;  and  owing  to  this,  also,  Colonel  Magaw,  who 
commanded  at  it,  was  ordered  to  defend  it  to  the  last 
extremity. 

But  when,  maugrc  all  the  obstructions  which  had 
been  thrown  into  the  channel,  all  the  labor  and  ex- 
pense which  had  been  bestowed  on  the  works,  and  the 
risks  we  had  run  of  the  garrison  theretofore,  the 
British  ships  of  war  had  passed,  and  could  pass  those 
posts,  it  was  clear  to  me  from  that  moment,  that  they 
werenolongereligible,  and  that  that  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river  ought  to  be  withdrawn  whilst  it  was  in  our 
power.  In  consequence  thereof,  the  letter  of  the  8th 
of  November,  1776,  was  written  to  General  Greene 
from  the  White  Plains;  that  post  and  all  the  troops 
in  the  vicinity  of  it  being  under  his  orders.  I  give 
this  information,  and  I  furnish  you  with  a  copy  of  the 
order  for  the  evacuation  of  Fort  Washington,  because 
you  desire  it,  not  that  I  want  to  exculpate  myself  from 
any  censure,  which  may  have  fallen  on  me  by  charging 
another.  I  have  sent  your  recipe  for  the  preservation 
of  young  plants  to  the  Alexandria  printer,  and  wish 
the  salutary  effect  which  the  author  of  the  discovery 
in  the  annual  register  has  pointed  to  may  be  realized. 
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the  process  is  simple  and  not  expensive  which  renders 
It  more  valuable. 

Some  accounts  say,  that  matters  are  in  train  for  an 
accommodation  between  the  Austrians  and  Dutch.  If 
so,  the  flames  of  war  may  be  arrested  before  they 
blaze  out  and  become  very  extensive ;  but,  admitting 
the  contrary,  I  hope  none  of  the  sparks  will  light  on 
American  ground,  which,  I  fear,  is  made  up  of  too  much 
combustible  matter  for  its  well-being. 

Your  young  friend  is  in  high  health,  and  as  full  of 
spirits  as  an  egg  shell  is  of  meat.  I  informed  him  1  was 
going  to  write  to  you.  and  desired  to  know  if  he  had 
any  commands.  His  spontaneous  answer,  "  I  beg  he 
will  make  haste  and  come  here  again,"  All  the  rest  of 
the  family  are  well,  except  Mrs.  Washington,  who  is 
too  often  troubled  with  bilious  and  colicky  complaints 
to  enjoy  perfect  health.  All  join  in  best  wishes  for 
you  and  yours,  with  dear  Sir,  &c. 


TO    HUGH    WILLIAMSON,    IN    CONGRESS. 


MOVMT  VZRSKM,  \%  Marcli,  1785. 


It  has  so  happened,  that  your  favor  of  the  19th 
ultimo  did  not  come  to  my  hands  until  the  last  mail 
arrived  at  Alexandria.  By  the  return  of  it  I  have 
tlie  honor  to  address  this  letter  to  you. 

Mr.  McMeikens's  explanation  of  the  movements  of 
Rumsey's  newly  invented  boat  is  consonant  to  my 
ideas,  and  warranted  by  the  principles  upon  which  it 
acts.  The  small  manual  assistance,  to  which  I  alluded, 
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was  to  be  applied  in  still  water  and  to  the  steerage. 
The  counteraction  being  proportioned  to  the  action, 
it  must  ascend  a  swift  current  faster  than  a  gentle 
stream  ;  and  both,  with  more  ease  than  it  can  move 
through  dead  water.  But  in  the  first  there  may  be, 
and  no  doubt  is,  a  point  beyond  which  it  cannot  go 
without  involving  consequences,  which  may  be  found 
insurmountable.  Further  than  this  I  am  not  at  liberty 
to  explain  myself  ;  but  if  a  model,  or  thing  in  miniature. 
IS  a  just  representation  of  a  greater  object  in  practice, 
there  is  no  doubt  of  the  utility  of  the  invention.  A 
view  of  his  model,  with  the  explanation,  removed  the 
principal  doubt  I  ever  had  In  my  mind  of  the  practi- 
cability of  propelling  against  a  stream  by  the  aid  of 
mechanical  power;  but  as  he  wanted  to  avail  himself 
of  my  introduction  of  it  to  the  public  attention,  I  chose 
previously  to  see  the  actual  performance  of  the  model 
in  a  descending  stream  before  I  passed  my  certificate; 
and  having  done  so,  all  my  doubts  were  satisfied. 

I  thank  you,  Sir,  foryour  account  of  the  last  Indian 
treaty.  1  had  received  a  similar  one  before,  but  do 
not  comprehend  by  which  line  ournorthern  limits  are 
to  be  fixed.  Two  things  seem  naturally  to  result  from 
this  agreement  with  the  western  Indians;  the  terms 
on  which  the  ceded  lands  are  to  be  disposed  of,  and 
the  mode  of  settling  them.  The  first,  in  my  opinion, 
ought  not  to  be  delayed ;  the  second  ought  nut  to  be 
too  diffusive.  Compact  and  progressive  seating  will 
give  strength  to  the  Union,  admit  law,  and  good  gov- 
ernment, and  federal  aids  at  an  early  period.  Sparse 
settlements  in  several  new  States,  or  a  large  territory 
for  one,  will  have  the  direct  contrary  effects;  and. 
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whilst  it  opens  rf  large  field  to  land-jobbers  and  specu- 
lators, who  are  prowling  about  like  wolves  in  many 
shapes,  will  injure  the  real  occupier  and  useful  citizens, 
and  consequently  the  public  interest 

If  a  tract  of  country,  of  convenient  size  for  a  new 
State,  contiguous  to  the  present  settlements  on  the 
Ohio,  is  laid  off,  and  a  certain  proportion  of  the  land 
seated,  or  at  least  granted,  before  any  other  State  is 
marked  out,  and  no  land  is  to  be  obtained  beyond  the 
limits  of  it,  we  shall.  I  conceive,  reap  great  political 
advantages  from  such  a  line  of  conduct ;  and  without 
it,  may  be  involved  in  much  trouble  and  perplexity 
before  any  new  State  will  be  well  organized,  or  con- 
tribute any  thing  to  the  support  of  the  Union. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO   RICHARD    HENRV    LKE. 
Dear    Sir  Moutfr  Vntton,  is  Much.  1763. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  excellencys' 
favor  of  the  14th  of  February',  and  pray  you  to  accept 
my  thanks  for  the  copy  of  the  treaty  with  the  Western 
Indians,  with  which  you  were  so  obliging  as  to  furnish 
me;  from  the  accounts  given  me  last  fall,  (whilst  I 
was  on  the  Ohio)  I  did  not  expect  such  a  cession  of 
territory  from  the  tribes  that  met.  The  Shawneesare 
pretty  numerous,  among  the  most  warlike  of  the  Ohio 
Indians  :  but  if  the  subscribing  Indians  mean  to  keep 
good  faith,  and  a  treaty  should  be  favorably  nego- 
tiated with  the  more  southerly  Indians,  their  spirit 
must  yield,  or  they  might  easily  be  extirpated.  The 
wisdom  of  Congress  will  now  be  called  upon  to  fix  a 


happy  medium  price  on  these  lands,  and  to  point  out 
the  most  advantageous  mode  of  seating  ihem.  so  as 
that  law  and  good  government  may  be  administered, 
and  the  Union  strengthened  and  supported  thereby. 
Progressive  seating.  I  conceive,  is  the  only  means  by 
which  this  can  be  effected  ;  and  unless  in  the  scale  of 
politics,  more-  than  one  new  state  is  found  nccessarj' 
at  this  time,  the  unit  I  believe  would  be  found  more 
pregnant  with  advantages  than  thedecies.  The  latter 
if  I  mistake  not,  will  be  mure  advancive  of  individual 
interest,  than  the  public  welfare.  As  you  will  have 
the  untowardness,  jealousy,  and  pride,  which  are 
characteristic  of  the  Spanish  nation  to  contend  with,  it 
is  more  than  probable  that  Mr.  Gardoqui  will  give 
Congress  a  good  deal  of  trouble,  respecting  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river  Mississippi.  To  me  it  should 
seem,  that  the  true  policy  of  that  government  would 
be  to  make  New  Orleans  a  free  mart,  instead  of  shut- 
ting its  ports,  but  their  ideas  of  trade  are  very  confined 
I  believe  I  take  the  liberty  of  putting  a  letter  under 
cover  of  this  to  Mr.  Lee.  Mrs.  Washington  ofTers  her 
respectful  compliments  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec 


TO  JANES   DUANE. 

Mount  Vuuioh,  lo  April,  1765. 

Dr.  Sir, 

Inclosed  you  have  my  answer  to  the  Acts  of  your' 
Corporation,  which   I  pray  you  to  present. — I  thank 
you  for  "  the  arguments  and  judgment  of  the  Mayor's 
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Court  of  the  City  of  New  York  in  a  cause  between 
Elizabeth  Rutgers  and  Joshua  WaddJngton" — I  have 
read  them  with  all  the  attention  I  am  master  of,  and 
tho'  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  competent  judge  of  the 
Law  of  Nations,  or  the  principle  and  policy  of  the 
statute  upon  which  the  action  was  founded,  yet  I 
must  confess  that  reason  seems  very  much  in  favor 
of  the  opinion  given  by  the  Court,  and  my  judgment 
yields  a  hearty  assent  to  it. 

It  is  painful  to  hear  that  a  State  which  used  to  be 
the  foremost  in  Acts  of  liberality  and  its  exertion  to 
establish  our  federal  system  upon  a  broad  bottom  and 
solid  ground,  contracting  her  ideas  and  pointing  them 
to  local  and  independent  measures,  which  if  perse- 
vered in  must  sap  the  constitution  of  these  Stales — 
(already  too  weak) — destroy  our  national  character, 
and  render  us  as  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  Europe, 
as  we  have  it  in  our  own  power  to  be  respectable.- — 
It  shouMseem  as  if  the  impost  of  5  pet  would  never 
take  place,  for  no  sooner  does  an  obstinate  State  begin 
to  relent,  and  adopt  the  recommendations  of  Con- 
gress, but  some  other  runs  restiff,  as  if  there  was 
a  combination  among  them  to  defeat  the  measure. 

From  the  latest  European  accots.  it  is  probable  an 
accommodation  will  take  place  between  the  Emperor 
and  Holland — but  to  reverberate  news  to  a  man  at 
the  source  of  intelligence  would  be  idle — therefore 
mum. 

The  Dutch  1  conceive  are  too  much  attached  to 
their  possessions,  and  to  their  wealth,  if  they  could 
yield  to  the  pangs  of  parting  with  their  country,  to 
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adopt  the  plan  you  hinted  to  Mr.  Van  Berkel — The 
nations  of  Europe  are  ripe  for  slavery — a  thirst  after 
riches. — promptitude  to  luxury,  and  a  sinking  into 
venality,  with  their  concomitants,  untune  them  for 
manly  exertions  and  virtuous  sacrifices. 

I  do  not  know  from  whence  (except  the  probability 
of  my  accompanying  the  Marqs.  dc  la  Fayette  as  far 
as  New  York)  the  report  of  my  coming  to  Trenton 
could  have  originated  ;  for  the'  pressed  by  him,  it  had 
never  been  in  contemplation  by  me.  to  make  the  tour 
at  the  season  he  embarked. 

Mrs.  Washington  and  myself  entertain  a  grateful 
sense  of  the  kind  recollection  of  us,  by  you.  Mrs.  and 
Miss  Duane,  and  the  other  branches  of  your  family, 
and  beg  leave  to  present  our  compliments  to  and  best 
wishes  for  them  all. 

With  ver)'  great  esteem  and  regard,  i  have.  &c 

P.  S.  If  our  Rocky  hill  acquaintance  Mrs.  Van- 
horne,  has  removed,  (as  she  talk'd  of  doing)  to  the 
City  of  New  York, — I  pray  you  to  recall  me  in  respect- 
ful terms  to  her  remembrance. 


I 


TO    FRANCIS    HOPKINSON. 

Dear  Sir.  Moum-VERm»f.  i6M.r.  1785. 

In  for  a  penny,  in  for  a  pound,  is  an  old  adage.  I 
am  so  hackneyed  to  the  touches  of  the  painter's  pen- 
cil, that  I  am  now  altogether  at  their  beck ;  and  sit, 
"like  Patience  on  a  monument,"  whilst  they  are  de- 
lineating the  lines  of  my  face.     It  is  a  proof,  among 
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many  others,  of  what  habit  and  custom  can  accom- 
plish. At  first  I  was  as  impatient  at  the  request, 
and  as  restive  under  the  operation,  as  a  colt  is  of  the 
saddle.  The  next  time  1  submitted  very  reluctantly, 
.but  with  less  flouncing.  Now,  no  dray-horse  moves 
more  readily  to  his  thill  than  I  to  the  painter's  chair. 
It  may  easily  be  conceived,  therefore,  that  I  yielded 
a  ready  obedience  to  your  request  and  to  the  views 
of  Mr.  Pine. 

Letters  from  England  recommendatory  of  this  gen- 
tleman came  to  my  hands  previous  to  his  arrival ;  not 
only  as  an  artist  of  genius  and  taste,  but  as  one  who 
had  shown  a  very  friendly  disposition  towards  this 
country,  for  which  it  seems  he  had  been  marked. 

It  gave  me  pleasure  to  hear  from  you.  1  shall 
always  feel  an  interest  in  your  happiness ;  and,  with 
Mrs.  Washing-ton's  compliments  and  best  wishes 
joined  to  my  own  for  Mrs.  Hopkinson  and  yourself, 
I  am,  &c.' 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL   GREENE. 
Mv  DR.  Sir  Uowtn-VMNOK,  !»M»7.  i;8j. 

After  a  long  and  boisterous  passage,  my  nephew, 
G.  A.  Washington,  returned  to  this  place  a  few  days 
since,  and  delivered  me  your  letter  of  the  25th  of  April 

*  "  April  s8tb.  To  ilioBct  Mr.  IHtic,  a  pmtjr  eatlncat  Fgnnii  aod  hiitorictl 
painiei  srHved  in  order  In  Inlie  my  picture  from  ibe  life,  and  [ilace  ll  Id  (be 
Uttoricalpiirccs  he  waisboul  to  <lr*ir.  Thin  i;rnt!einan  kUtndi  in  goad *irlini«- 
tioD  u  a  painlccin  Englnnd  ;  comes  recommended  lu  me  (igni  Colo.  FaiTfas. 
Mt.  Morris,  Covi.  PicIcinMn,  Mi  Ho-plcJoson,  and  olhon." — WathingMCt 
JSUry,  • 
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Under  the  slate  of  the  case  between  you  and  CapL 
Gun,  I  give  it  as  my  decided  opinion  that  your  honor 
and  reputation  will  not  only  stand  perfectly  acquitted 
for  the  non-acceptance  of  his  challenge,  but  that  your 
prudence  and  judgment  would  have  been  condemna- 
ble  for  accepting  of  it  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  : — 
because,  if  a  commanding  officer  is  amenable  to  pri- 
vate calls  for  the  discharge  of  public  duty,  he  has  a 
dagger  always  at  his  breast,  and  can  turn  neither  to 
the  right  nor  to  the  left  without  meeting  its  point ; 
in  a  word  he  is  no  longer  a  free  agent  in  office,  as 
there  are  few  military  decisions  which  are  not  offen- 
sive to  one  party  or  the  other. 

However  just  Capt:  Gun's  claim  upon  the  public 
might  have  been,  the  mode  adopted  by  him  (accord- 
ing to  your  account)  to  obtain  it,  was  to  the  last  de- 
gree dangerous.  A  precedent  of  the  sort  once 
established  in  the  army,  would  no  doubt  have  been 
followed  ;  and  in  that  case  would  unquestionably  have 
produced  a  revolution  ;  but  of  a  very  different  kind 
from  that  which,  happily  for  America,  has  prevailed. 

It  gives  me  real  concern  to  find  by  your  letter,  that 
you  are  still  embarrassed  with  the  afTairs  of  Banks  ;  I 
should  be  glad  to  hear,  that  the  evil  is  likely  to  be 
temporary  only ;  ultimately,  that  you  will  not  suffer. 
From  my  nephew's  account,  this  man  has  participated 
of  the  qualities  of  Pandora's  box,  and  has  spread  as 
many  mischiefs.  How  came  so  many  to  be  taken  in 
by  him  ?  If  I  recollect  right,  when  1  had  the  pleas- 
ure to  see  you  last,  you  said  an  offer  had  been  made 
you  of  back  lands,  as  security  or  payment  in  part  for 
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your  demand.  I  then  advised  you  to  accept  it.  I 
now  repeat  it — you  cannot  suffer  by  doing  this,  altho' 
the  lands  may  t>e  high  rated. — If  they  are  good  I 
would  almost  pledge  myself  that  you  will  gain  more 
in  ten  years  by  the  rise  in  the  price,  than  you  could 
by  accumulation  of  interest. 

The  Marqs.dc  la  Fayette  is  safe  arrived  in  France, 
and  found  his  Lady  and  family  well.  From  his  let- 
ters, those  of  the  Chcvr.  dc  la  Luzerne.  Count  dc 
Rochambeau  and  others  to  me,  dated  between  the 
middle  and  last  of  Fcby.,  I  think  there  will  be  no 
war  in  Europe  this  year,  but  some  of  the  most  intel- 
ligent of  these  writers  are  of  opinion  that  the  Empe- 
rial  Court  and  Russia  will  not  sufTer  matters  to  remain 
tranquil  much  longer.  The  desire  of  the  first  to 
annex  the  Dutchy  of  Bavaria  to  its  dominions  in 
exchange  for  the  Austrian  possessions  in  the  Nether- 
lands is  very  displeasing,  it  seems,  to  the  military 
powers,  which  added  to  other  matters  may  kindle  the 
flames  of  a  general  war. 

Few  matters  of  domestic  nature  arc  worth  the  re- 
lation :  otherwise,  [  might  inform  you,  that  the  plan 
for  improving  and  extending  the  navigation  of  this 
river  has  met  a  favorable  beginning.  Tuesday  last 
was  the  day  appointed  by  law  for  the  subscriber  to 
meet — 250  shares  were  required  by  law  to  constitute 
and  incorporate  the  company  ;  but  upon  comparing 
the  Books,  it  was  found  that  between  four  and  five 
hundred  shares  were  subscribed. 

What  has  been  done  respecting  the  navigation  of 
James  river  I  know  not — I  fear  little. 


This  State  did  a  handsome  thing,  and  in  a  hand- 
some manner  for  mc  :  in  each  of  these  navigations 
they  gave  me  and  my  heirs  forever  fifty  shares  ;  but 
as  it  is  incompatible  with  my  principles,  and  contrary 
to  my  declarations  I  do  not  mean  to  accept  of  them. 
But  how  to  refuse  them,  without  incurring  the  charge 
of  disrespect  to  the  country  on  the  one  hand,  and  an 
ostentatious  display  of  disinterestedness  on  my  part 
on  the  other,  1  am  a  little  at  a  loss  :  time  and  the  good 
advice  of  my  friends  must  aid  me,  as  the  Assembly 
will  not  meet  "till  Octor,  and  made  this  gratuitous 
offer  among,  if  not  the  last  act  of  the  last  session,  as 
if  they  were  determined  I  should  not  resolve  what  to 
do  from  the_/?rj/  impulse.  Mrs.  Washington  joins  me 
in  every  good  wish  for  you,  and  with  sentiments  of 
attachment  and  regard,  I  am,  &c 


TO   BURWELL    BASSETT. 

Movirr  V»!«0».  ajrd  May,  1785. 

Dear  StR  : 

It  would  have  given  me  much  pleasure  to  have 
seen  you  at  Richmond  ;  and  it  was  part  of  my  origi- 
nal plan  to  have  spent  a  few  days  with  you  at 
Eltham  whilst  1  was  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  country  ; 
but  an  intervention  of  circumstances  not  only  put  it 
out  of  my  power  to  do  the  latter,  but  would  have 
stopped  my  journey  to  Richmond  altogether,  had  not 
the  meeting,  the  time  and  the  place  been  of  my  own 
appointing.  I  left  company  at  home  when  I  went 
away  who  proposed  to  wait  my  return — among  whom 
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a  Mr,  Pine,  an  artist  of  eminence,  came  all  the  way 
from  Philadelphia  on  purpose  for  some  materials  for 
an  historical  painting  which  he  is  about,  and  for 
which  he  was  obliged  to  stay  till  I  got  back,  which  I 
did  after  an  absence  of  eight  days  only. 

My  nephew,  Geo.  Aug.  Washington,  is  just  re- 
turned from  his  perigrinatton,  apparently  much 
amended  in  his  health,  but  not  quite  free  from  the 
disorder  in  his  side.  I  have  understood  that  his  ad< 
dresses  to  Fanny  were  made  with  your  consent,  and 
I  now  learn  that  he  is  desirous,  and  she  is  willing,  to 
fulfil  the  engagement  they  have  entered  into,  and  that 
they  are  applying  to  you  for  permission  to  do  so. 

It  has  ever  been  a  maxim  with  me  through  life, 
neither  to  promote  nor  to  prevent  a  matrimonial  con- 
nection, unless  there  should  be  something  indispensa- 
bly  requiring  interference  in  the  latter.  1  have 
always  considered  marriage  as  the  most  interesting 
event  of  one's  life,  the  foundation  of  happiness  or 
misery.  To  be  instrumental  therefore  in  bringing 
two  people  together,  who  are  indifferent  to  each 
other,  and  may  soon  become  objects  of  disgust ;  or 
to  prevent  a  union  which  is  prompted  by  the  afifec- 
tions  of  the  mind,  is  what  I  never  could  reconcile 
with  reason,  and  therefore  neither  directly  nor  indi- 
rectly have  I  ever  said  a  word  to  Fanny  or  George, 
upon  the  subject  of  their  intended  connection,  but  as 
their  attachment  to  each  other  seems  of  early  growth, 
warm  and  lasting,  it  bids  fair  for  happiness.  If  there- 
fore, you  have  no  objection,  I  think,  the  sooner  it  is 
consummated  the  better. 
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I  have  just  now  informed  them  both  (the  former 
through  Mrs.  Washington)  that  It  is  my  wish  they 
should  live  at  Mt.  Vernon. 

It  is  unnecessary,  I  hope,  to  say  how  happy  we 
should  be  to  sec  you,  her  brothers,  and  any  of  her 
friends,  who  can  make  it  convenient  and  are  disposed, 
at  this  place  on  this  occasion.  All  here  join  in  best 
wishes  for  you. 


TO    WILLIAM     MJNOR. 
c.p  MouwT  Vmjiok,  37  M»y,  17R5. 

My  objection  to  paying  your  account  when  here — 
was,  now  is.  and  whether  it  is  done  or  not,  will  be — 
that  it  comes  neither  under  the  letter  nor  spirit  of  ray 
letter  to  Mr,  Baker.  My  object  was  to  give  Lawce. 
Posey'  a  year's  schooling  to  fit  him  for  some  of  the 
better  occupations  of  life  : — to  do  this,  I  agreed  to 
pay  his  board  also,  both  of  which  together,  I  was  in- 
form'd  would  amount  at  the  free  school  to  ^  1 7 — Md. 
Curry. — What  followed  ?  Why,  he  neither  went  to 
the  school  nor  boarded  with  the  person  under  whose 
care  he  was  intended  to  be  put — this  by  your  own 
confession.  Is  it  just,  is  it  reasonable  then  that  I 
should  look  back  to  expenses  which  had  been  in- 
curred previous  to  the  date  of  my  letter,  or  even 
forward  to  what  might  be  incurred,  if  the  end  which 
I  had  in  view  was  not  to  be  answered  by  it?  If  the 
child  did  not  go  to  the  school  nor  derive  the  benefits 

'Amelia  Vokj,  hts  siiiter,  tru  for  some  jrean  ia    llie   keeping  of   Mn. 
WoBhitigton. 
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which  were  intended  him  from  it,  could  it  be  sup- 
posed I  meant  to  pay  for  his  board  without ;  when 
his  father's  house  and  eye  were  more  proper  than 
any  other?  Might  he  not  as  well  have  been  at  home 
with  his  father,  as  at  any  other  place  idle?  Upon 
these  grounds  it  was,  and  under  this  stale  I  repeat  it, 
that  if  there  is  a  disinterested  man  upon  earth,  who 
will  say  I  ought  to  comply  with  your  request,  I  will 
do  it :  and  you  may  have  the  chusing  of  him  or  them  ; 
for  it  does  not  suit  me  to  go  from  home  on  this  busi- 
ness.    I  am,  &c. 


TO  TENCH    TILGHMAN. 


KouKT  VuiNOH,  a  JflDe,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 

As  your  letter  of  the  30lh  ulto.  did  not  reach  me 
until  late  this  afternoon,  and  the  Post  goes  from 
Alexa.  at  4  oclock  in  the  morning  I  have  scarcely  a 
moment  (being  also  in  company)  to  write  you  a  re- 
ply.— I  was  not  sufficiently  explicit  in  my  last.  The 
terms  upon  which  Mr.  Falconer  came  to  this  country 
are  too  high  for  my  finances — and  (to  you,  my  dear 
Sir,  I  will  add)  numerous  expcnces.  I  do  not  wish  to 
reduce  his  (perhaps  well  founded)  expectations;  but 
it  behooves  me  to  consult  my  own  means  of  complying 
with  thera. 


'  Wasbinjtton  Iiid  lor  k>it)c  lime  bceo  cndcAvoriiig  (o  hire  a  "^ngtc  iiiui  of 
food  ctiaraclcr  and  deoeat  appNiaiice  {became  he  will  be  at  my  t»b1e.  and 
with  mj'  cainpuiy,}of  libcftt]  education, and  a  ■oaain'  of  oowpokilion,"  to  Mrv« 
«>  Mcrei»iy,  And  liad  wrillen  TUghmaa  on  the  matter. 


I  had  been  in  hopes,  chat  a  young  man  of  no  great 
expectations  might  have  begun  the  world  with  mc  for 
about  fifty  or  sixty  pounds — ,  but  for  one  qualified  in 
all  respects  to  answer  my  purposes,  I  would  have  gone 
as  far  as  seventy-five — more  would  rather  distress  rac. 

My  purposes  are  these — To  write  letters  agreeably 
to  what  shall  be  dictated.  Do  all  other  writing  which 
shall  be  entrusted  to  him.  Keep  Accts. — examine, 
arrange,  and  properly  methodize  my  Papers,  which 
are  in  great  disorder. — Ride,  at  my  expence,  to  such 
other  States,  if  I  should  find  it  more  convenient  to 
send,  than  attend  myself,  to  the  execution  thereof. 
And,  which  was  not  hinted  at  in  my  last,  to  initiate 
two  little  children  (a  girl  of  six  and  a  boy  of  4 
years  of  age,  descendants  of  the  deceased  Mr.  Custis, 
who  live  with  me  and  are  verj'  promising)  in  the  first 
rudements  of  education.  This  to  both  parties,  would 
be  mere  amusement,  because  it  is  not  my  wish  that 
the  Children  should  be  confined.  If  Mr,  Falconer 
should  incline  to  accept  the  above  stipend  in  addition 
to  his  board,  washing  and  mending, — and  yon  (for  I 
would  rather  have/£?ttr  opinion  of  the  gentleman  than 
the  report  of  a  thousand  others  in  his  favor)  upon  a 
close  investigation  of  his  character,  Temper  and  mod- 
erate political  tenets  (for  supposing  him  an  Eglish 
man,  he  may  come  with  prejudices,  and  doctrines  of 
his  Country)  the  sooner  he  comes,  the  better  my  pur- 
pose would  be  promoted. 

If  I  had  had  time,  I  might  have  added  more,  but  to 
you  it  would  be  unnecessary. — You  know  my  wants. 
•^You  know  my  disposition — and  you  know  what  kind 
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of  a  man  would  suit  them. — In  haste  I  bid  you  adieu — 
with  assurances  of  great  regard  and  sincere  friendship, 

I  am,  &c.'  

TO    WILLIAM    CODDARD. 
3]R  MovxT  VicKKOy,  It  June,  1785, 

On  the  8th  instant  I  received  the  favor  of  your 
letter  of  the  30th  of  May.  In  answer  to  it  I  can  only 
say.  that  your  own  good  judgment  must  direct  you  in 
the  publication  of  the  manuscript  papers  of  General 
Lee.  I  can  have  no  request  to  make  concerning  the 
work. 

I  never  had  a  difference  with  that  gentleman  but  on 
public  ground,  and  my  conduct  towards  him  upon  this 
occasion  was  such  only,  as  I  conceived  myself  indis- 
pensably bound  to  adopt  in  discharge  of  the  public 
trust  reposed  in  me.  If  this  produced  In  him  unfavor- 
able sentiments  of  me,  I  yet  can  never  consider 
the  conduce  I  pursued,  with  respect  to  him,  either 
wrong  or  improper,  however  I  may  regret  that  it  may 
have  been  differently  viewed  by  him,  and  that  it 
excitedhiscensureandanimadversions.  Should  there 
appear  In  General  Lee's  writings  any  thing  injurious 
or  unfriendly  to  me,  the  impartial  and  dispassionate 
world  must  decide  how  far  I  deser\'ed  it  from  the 
general  tenor  of  my  conduct. 

1  am  gliding  down  the  stream  of  life,  and  wish,  as 
is  natural,  that  my  remaining  days  may  be  undisturbed 

'  WilliAR)  Shiw,  loken  on  the  rccommenrUiian  vA  Thamu  Muntgmnerf, 
acted  oi  »«vrelarj  (rom  l6  July,  1785,  (o  Ihc  M-nval  of  TobUt  1.«ir  in  Mar, 
1786.  tectlvific  for  ibftt  time  £,1^-  3  Virginia  cunencj,  or  £i^i.  i.  fi  ilerltng. 
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and  tranquil ;  and,  conscious  of  my  intef^rity,  1  would 
willingly  hope,  that  nothing  would  occur  tending  to 
give  mc  anxiety;  but  should  anything  present  itself 
in  this  or  any  other  publication,  I  shall  never  under* 
take  the  painful  task  of  recrimination,  nor  do  I  know 
that  I  should  even  enter  upon  my  justification.  I 
consider  the  communication  you  have  made  as  a  mark 
of  great  attention,  and  the  whole  of  your  letter  as  a 
proof  of  your  esteem.      I  am,  &c.' 


TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    KNOX. 

MoVDT  Vbkkok,  t8  June,  1785. 

My  DBAR  Sir, 

I  am  quite  ashamed  to  be  so  long  deficient  in  ac- 
knowIcdj,'ing  the  receipt  of  your  favors  of  the  24th 
and  29th  of  March  and  5th  of  May ;  but  an  intcr\-cn- 
tion  of  circumstances,  (with  the  enumeration  of  which 
I  will  not  trouble  you,)  has  prevented  it. 

It  gave  me  pleasure  to  hear  of  your  appointment 
to  the  office  of  secretary  at  war.  Without  a  compli- 
ment,   1  think  a  better  choice  could  not  have  been 

<  The  mADuicripl  pip«r«  of  C«ncr«1  Charles  Le*  were  left  hf  )ii>  «rfll  lo  Mr. 
Goddard,  wlio  wu  a[  this  time  publither  nf  ihe  Mcrylmmd  ycmnutt,  \k  Bsld- 
man.  .He  iKued  propoub  for  printing  Ihe  papen  of  Graetal  L*e  in  ihme 
Tolnmci.  The  work  never  appe«rc<l.  It  ii  xud,  thai  a  penon,  wbom  be  had 
Usodaled  with  him  in  preparing  ihe  niflicrlah  tor  Ihe  |i rest,  betrayed  hb  tnicl, 
And  sent  patls  a[  the  manuficripti  to  Enfjiand,  whM«  ihcj  were  told  for  hU  owti 
Icnclii.  Tl]<7  allurded  the  i;rouii(lwark  uf  a  rdumc  fiiit  prloled  lo  Ltrndon, 
imperfect  tti  its  nrran^ment  and  character,  entitled  ''  The  Life  and  Mnnoln 
of  the  late  M njar-Genem]  Cliulei  Lee." — ^Tbomaa'  t/iilfry  of  Prtmtimg, 
vol.  ii.,  p.  3SS-  "^^^  f"u^  volumei  of  JLer  Paptrt  bsued  by  the  New  York 
HiMorical  Sodetj'  contain  implo  evidence  of  Lee'i  anla|pininD  to  and  obwe 
of  Wubingion. 
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made ;  and,  though  the  salary  is  low,  it  may,  under 
the  circumstances  you  mention,  be  considered  as  aux* 
iliary.  Enclosed  is  a  certificate  of  service  for  Major 
Sergeant  of  whose  worth  1  have  a  high  opinion  but 
for  want  of  a  more  competent  knowledge  of  the  time 
of  his  entering  the  line  of  the  army  and  of  the  com- 
missions he  had  borne  I  could  not  be  more  particular. 
At  any  time  this  summer  the  lime  stone  would  be 
useful  to  mc  but  the  sooner  it  comes  the  greater  bene- 
fit I  shall  derive  from  it  as  the  walls  for  which  I 
want  it  are  now  in  hand.  The  sentiment,  which  you 
have  dropped  respecting  the  appropriation  of  the 
shares,  which  were  intended  for  me  by  the  Assembly 
of  this  State,  in  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  Potomac 
and  James,  is  very  pleasing,  and  it  would  give  me 
great  pleasure  to  see  it  realized.' 

For  want  of  a  complete  view  of  the  designs  of  Con- 
gress respecting  the  western  territory,  and  not  know- 
ing how  matters  stand  with  Great  Britain  respecting 
the  posts  of  Detroit  and  other  places  at  present  in  the 
occupation  of  British  garrisons  on  the  American  side 
of  the  line,  I  feel  myself  incompetent  to  answer  your 
question  respecting  such  posts,  as  may  be  proper  for 
the  purposes  you  mention ;  but,  under  my  present 
ideas  of  the  matter,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  if  garrisons 
are  to  be  established  within  the  limits  and  jurisdiction 
of  any  of  iki^prtseni  States,  that  Fort  Pitt,  or  Fort 

'  A  (uggctltMt  llut  the  dnnntion  of  the  Icgii^Utiiit  might  be  apprapriAtad 
witb  proper  ilcticAcjrlo  (fac  lupputt  of  itic  wUtows  uid  aq)hans  of  those  mea, 
•C  ihe  Virginia  liii«,  who  had  ncrilic«d  thdr  lives  in  the  dcrtnce  of  tliefr 
vovntrr. 
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Mcintosh,'  whichever  shall  be  found  most  convenient 
and  in  best  repair,  would  suit  very  well  for  a  post  of 
deposit,  from  whence  all  the  others  should  be  supplied; 
and,  as  it  is  my  opinion,  that  great  part  of  the  furand 
peltry  of  the  lakes,  when  we  shall  have  free  access  to 
them,  will  be  transported  by  the  Cayahoga  and  Big 
Beaver  Creek,  a  post  at  the  mouth  of  the  latter,  or 
some  convenient  post  on  the  former,  must  be  eligible 
The  spot  marked  Miami  VillageandFortin  Hutchins's 
Map,  I  have  always  considered  as  of  importance,  being 
a  central  point  between  Lake  Eric,   Lake   Michigan, 
and  the  River  Ohio,  communicating  with  each  by 
water.     To  these,  the  Falls  of  Ohio,  or  some  more 
convenient  spot  for  the  lower  settlements,   may  bej 
added,  Whether  this  chain  embraces  tcrritorj'  enough ; 
whether  it  goes  far  enough  to  the  southward  to  afford 
protection  to  the  back  settlers  of  Vii^inia,  the  Caro- 
linas,  and  Georgia  ;  or  whether  these  are  objects  meant 
to  be  comprehendetl,  is  for  those,  who  are  n\ore  behind 
the  curtain  than  I  am,  to  determine.     My  opinion  of 
the  matter  is,  that  I  have  described  a  sufficient  extent 
of  the  country  to  answer  all  our  present  purposes; 
beyond  which  neither  settlements  nor  location  of  land 
ought  to  be  admitted,  because  a  larger  would  open  a 
more  extensive  field  for  land-jobbers  and  speculators, 
weaken  our  frontiers  by  the  sparseness  of  the  settle- 
ments, exclude  law,  good  government,  and  taxation 
to  a  late  period,  and  injure  the  Union  very  essentially 
in  many  respects. 

At  the  conflux  of  the  Great  Kanhawa  with  the  Ohio 
a  post  might  be  established  so  as  to  answer  beneficial 

'  A  foit  on  the  Ohio  RircT  twenty-five  mitn  bdow  Piiiibnif. 
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purposes.  Indeed  it  is  the  opinion  of  many,  that  it 
is  a  more  eligible  place  than  Pittsburg.  In  time,  if  the 
navigation  of  the  Kanhawa  should  be  extended,  and 
an  easy  commimication  had  with  James  River,  it  may 
be  so;  but  in  the  present  state  of  things,  considering 
the  settlements  about  the  latter,  and  the  sources  from 
whence  proceed  all  the  supplies  of  that  country,  it 
certainly  is  not  As  a  post  for  the  protection  of  the 
river  and  the  movements  thereon,  it  may  be  desirable. 
If  I  am  right  in  my  principles,  some  such  distribu- 
tion as  the  following  may  not  be  ineligible  for  the 
seven  hundred  men,  which  are  ordered  to  be  raised. 
At  Fort  Pitt,  Fort  Mcintosh,  or  the  mouth  of  Big 
Beaver,  (being  in  the  vicinitj'  of  a  thick  settlement.) 
only  one  hundred  men.  Cayahog^,  whence  a  detach- 
ment might  occupy  the  carrying-place  between  that 
water  and  Big  Beaver,  being  on  the  line  and  most 
exposed,  allow  two  hundred.  Miami  Fort,  or  Village, 
and  dependencies,  &c  two  hundred.  At  the  Falls  of 
Ohio,  or  some  spot  more  convenient  and  healthy  on 
that  river,  one  hundred  and  fifty.  At  the  conflux  of 
the  Great  Kanhawa  and  the  Ohio,  for  security  of  the 
river,  protection  of  trade,  and  covering  emigrants* 
fifty.     Total— 700.     •     •     • 


TO    WILLIAM    CRAVSON. 


Mount  Vrrnoh,  m  JtiK«,  1785. 

Dit.  Sir, 

Since  my  last  to  you  I  have  been  favored  with  your 
letters  of  the  5th,  27th,  &  • of  May  and  beg  your 


acceptance  of  my  thanks  for  their  enclosures,  and  for 


the  communications  you  were  pleased  to  make  me 

therein. 

I  am  very  glad  to  find  you  have  pass'd  an  Ordi- 
nance of  Congress  respecting  the  sale  of  the  Western 
Lands  : — I  am  too  well   acquainted  with   the   local 
politics  of  individual  States,  not  to  have  foreseen  the 
difticulties   you  met  with    in  this   business ; — these 
things  are  to  be  regretted,  but  not  to  be  altered,  until 
liberallity  of  sentiment  is  more  universal, — Fixing  the 
Seat  of  Kmpire  at  any  spot  on  the  Delaware,  is  in  my 
humble  opinion,  demonstrably  wrong'; — to  incur  an 
expence  for  what  may  be  call'd  the  permanent  seat  of 
Congress,  at  this  time  is,  I  conceive  evidently  impoli- 
tic; for  without  the  gift  of  prophecy,  I  will  venture 
to  predict  that  under  any  circumstance  of  confedera- 
tion, it  will  not  remain  so  far  to  the  Eastward  long; 
&  that  until  the  public  is  in  better  circumstances,  it 
ought  not  to  be  built  at  all.     Time  too  powerful  for 
sophistry,  will  point  out  the  place  &  disarm  localities 
of  their  power. — In  the  meanwhile  let  the  Widow, 
the  Orphan,  and  the  Suffering  Soldier,  who  are  cr>*ing 
to  you  for  their  dues,  receive  ihai  which  can  very  well 
be  rendered  to  them. 

There  is  nothing  new  in  this  quarter  of  an  interest- 
ing nature,  to  communicate,  unless  you  should  not 
have  been  informed  that  the  Potomac  navigation  pro- 
ceeds under  favorable  auspices  ;  At  the  general  meet- 
ing of  the  subscribers  in  May  last,  it  appeared  that 
upwards  of  400  of  the  500  shares  had  been  engaged, — 
many  more  have  been  subscribed  since- — a  Board  of 
Directors   have  been  chosen — proper  characters  & 
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Laborers  advertized  for,  to  commence  the  work  in 
the  least  difficult  parts  of  the  river  'till  a  skillful  Engi- 
neer can  be  engaged  to  undertake  those  which  are 
more  so ;  and  it  is  expected  the  work  will  be  begun 
by  the  loth  of  next  month. 

Wilh  great  esteem  &  regard,  I  am,  &c. 


TO    RICHARD    HENRV   LEE. 

MoiWT  Vkknon,  23  Jane,  1785. 

Dr.  Sir, 

1  stand  indebted  to  you  for  your  favors  of  the  3cl, 
7th,  and  29th  of  last  month,  and  feel  myself  exceed- 
ingly obliged  to  your  Excellency  for  the  communica- 
tions and  enclosures  therein. — 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  find  that  an  Ordinance  of 
Congress  has  passed  respecting  the  Western  Terri- 
tory.— A  little  longer  delay  of  this  business,  and  I 
believe  the  country  would  have  been  settled,  maugre, 
all  that  could  have  been  done  to  prevent  it ;  as  it  is,  I 
am  not  clear  that  the  same  respect  will  be  paid  now 
to  this  Ordinance,  which  would  have  been  at  an  earlier 
period,  before  men  began  to  speculate  in  Lands  No. 
West  of  the  Ohio,  and  to  obtrude  themselves  thereon. 

From  the  general  tenor  of  my  letters  from  very 
respectable  characters  in  France,  I  think  it  most  likely 
that  the  dispute  between  the  Emperor  and  Holland 
will  be  settled  without  bloodshed,  and  that  the  former 
will  hardly  be  able  to  effect  the  exchange  of  his 
Norlheriand  Dominions  for  the  Dutchy  of  Bavaria, 
among  other  reasons  because  the  Duke  de  Deux 
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Fonts,  nephew  and  heir  to  the  Elector,  is  opposed 
thereto :  but  notwithstanding  that  the  state  of  politics, 
and  temper  of  some  of  the  formidable  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope are  such  as  to  place  War  at  no  remote  distance. 
I  have  just  parted  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Macaulay 
Graham,  who  after  a  stay  of  about  ten  days,  left  this 
in  order  to  embark  for  England,  from  New  York  ;  I 
am  obliged  to  you  for  introducing  a  Lady  to  me  whose 
reputation  among  the  literati  Is  so  high,  and  whose 
principles  are  so  much  and  so  justly  admired  by  the 
friends  of  liberty  and  of  mankind. — it  gave  me  pleas- 
ure to  find  that  her  sentiments  respecting  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  powers  of  Congress,  as  also  those  of 
Doctr.  Price's,   coincide  with  my  own ;    experience 
evinces  the  truth  of  these  observations,  and  the  late 
movement  of  the  mercantile  interest  exhibits  a  recent 
proof  of  the  conviction  it  is  working  in  the  popular 
mind,  but  it  Js  unfortunate  for  us.  that  evils  which 
might  have  been  averted,  must  be  first  felt,  and  our 
national  character  for   wisdom,  justice  and  tcmpwr- 
ancc,  suffer  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  before  we  can 
guide  the  political  machine  as  it  ought  to  be.    •  •  » 

I  am,  &c. 


I 

I 
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My  Dr.  Sir, 


TO    GEORGE   WILLIAM    FAIRFAX, 

HouKT  Verkoh,  30  June,  17BJ, 
«  *  *  * 


I  have  not  yet  received  the  Pictures  which  you 
were  so  obliging  as  to  send  me  by  Mr.  Bracken  ;'bul 
have  some  prospect  now  of  getting  them,  as  Colo. 
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Bassett  who  left  this  lately  &  who  expects  to  be  up 
again  in  Oclor.  to  the  marriage  of  his  Daughter  who 
lives  with  us,  with  a  son  of  my  brother  Charles  (who 
acted  as  an  Aid  de  Camp  to  the  Marqs.  de  la  Fayette 
from  the  year  1780,  to  the  close  of  the  War)  has 
promised  to  bring  them. — Altho*  I  have  lately  had 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  original  in  the  hands  of  the 
designer  &  executioner  Mr.  Pine,  who  spent  three 
■weeks  with  me  in  May  last — 

Mr.  Pine  has  met  a  favorable  reception  in  this 
country,  &  may.  I  conceive,  command  as  much  busi- 
ness as  he  pleases :  he  is  now  preparing  materials  for 
historical  representations  of  some  of  the  most  import- 
ant events  of  the  War;  &  if  his  choice  and  the 
execution  is  equal  to  the  field  he  has  to  display  his 
talents  in,  the  pieces  (which  will  be  large)  will  do  him 
much  credit  as  an  artist.  &  be  interesting  for  Ameri- 
ca &  its  friends  as  a  deposit  for  their  posterity. 

The  information  which  you  have  given  of  the  dis- 
position of  a  certain  Court  coincides  precisely  with  the 
sentiments  I  had  formed  of  it  from  my  own  observa- 
tions upon  many  late  occurrences,  and  from  a  com- 
bination of  circumstances.  With  respect  to  ourselves, 
I  wish  I  could  add,  that  as  much  wisdom  has  per- 
vaded our  councils;  as  reason  &  common  policy 
most  evidently  dictated;  but  the  truth  is,  the  people 
must  feel  before  they  will  see,  consequently  are 
brought  slowly  into  measures  of  public  utility.  Past 
experience,  or  the  admonitions  of  a  few,  have  but  lit- 
tle weight — where  ignorance,  selfishness  and  design 
possess  the  major  part : — but  evils  of  this  nature  work 


their  own  cure ;  tho'  the  remedy  comes  slower  than 
those  who  foresee,  or  think  they  foresee  the  danger, 
attempt  to  effecL  With  respect  to  the  commercial 
system  which  G:  B:  is  pursuing  with  this  country,  the 
Ministers,  in  this  as  in  other  matters,  are  defeating 
their  own  ends,  by  facilitating  those  powers  in  Con- 
gress which  will  produce  a  counteraction  of  their 
plans,  and  which  half  a  century  without,  would  not 
have  invested  that  body  with.  The  restriction  of  our 
trade,  and  the  additional  duties  which  arc  imposed 
upon  many  of  our  staple  commodities,  have  put  the 
commercial  people  of  this  Country  in  motion  ; — they 
now  see  the  indispensable  necessity  of  a  general  coh' 
trouling  power,  and  are  addressing  their  respective 
Assemblies  to  grant  this  to  Congress. — Before  this 
every  State  thought  itself  competent  to  regulate  its 
own  Trade  and  were  verifying  the  observations  of 
Lord  Sheffield  ;  who  supposed  we  never  could  agree 
upon  any  general  plan  ; — but  those  who  will  go  a  little 
deeper  into  matters,  than  his  Lordship  seems  to  have 
done,  will  readily  perceive  that  in  any  measure  where 
the  Foederal  interest  is  touched,  however  wide  apart 
the  politics  of  individual  States  may  be,  yet  as  soon 
as  it  is  discovered  they  will  always  unite  to  effect  a 
common  good.     •     •     * 

Our  course  of  Husbandry'  in  this  country,  &  more 
especially  in  this  State,  is  not  only  exceedingly 
unprofitable,  but  so  destructive  to  our  Lands,  that  it 
is  my  earnest  wish  to  adopt  a  better ;  &  as  I  believe 
no  country  has  carried  the  improvement  of  Land  & 
the  benefits  of  Agriculture  to  greater  perfection  than 
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England,  1  have  asked  myself  frequently  of  late, 
whether  a  thorough  bred  practical  English  Farmer 
from  a  part  of  England  where  husbandr)'  seems  to  be 
best  understood  &  is  most  advantageously  practised 
could  not  be  obtain'd  ?  and  upon  what  terms  ?  The 
thought  having  again  occurred  to  me,  whilst  I  was  in 
the  act  of  writing  this  letter.  I  resolved  as  a  more 
certain  &  eligible  mode  of  having  the  questions  de- 
termined, to  propound  them  to  you.  That  a  man  of 
character  &  knowledge  may  be  had  for  very  high 
wages^  there  can  be  no  doubt — money  we  know  will 
fetch  anything  &  command  the  service  of  any  man: 
but  with  the  former  I  do  not  abound. — To  engage  a 
man  upon  shares  as  the  Overseers  of  this  country 
are,  might  be  productive  of  much  discontent  to  the 
employed  ;  for  we  could  scarcely  convey  to  a  good 
English  Farmer  a  just  idea  of  the  wretched  condition 
of  our  Lands — what  dressings  they  will  require,  and 
how  entirely  our  system  must  be  changed  to  make 
them  productive  : — and  if  we  do  not,  disappointment 
and  continual  murmurlngs  would  be  the  consequence. 
It  follows  then  that  the  only  means  by  which  we  can 
think  of  obtaining  one,  must  be  to  give  standing 
wages: — for  what  then  my  good  Sir,  do  you  think  a 
sober,  industrious  and  knowing  Farmer  might  be  had 
to  take  of  one  of  our  plantations — say  of  ten  labor- 
'ers?  Or  to  bring  the  matter  nearer  to  his  own 
conception  of  things— a  Farm  of  about  200  or 
250  acres  of  cleared  Land,  to  be  stocked  with  a  com- 
petent number  of  plows — ^Black  Cattle,  Sheep  and 
hogs? 


When  I  speak  of  a  knowing  Farmer,  I  mean  one 
who  understands  the  best  course  of  crops,  how  to 
plough — to  sow — to  mow — to  hedge — to  Ditch,  and 
above  all,  Midas  like,  one  who  can  convert  every 
thing  he  touches  into  manure,  as  the  first  transmuta- 
tion towards  gold  : — in  a  word  one  who  can  bring 
worn  out  and  gullied  Lands  into  good  tilth  in  the 
shortest  time.  I  do  not  mean  to  put  you  to  the  trouble 
of  actually  engaging  one,  but  I  should  be  obliged  to 
you  for  setting  on  foot  the  enquiry — and  for  com- 
municating the  result  of  it  to  me; — because  I  could 
not  receive  your  answer  in  time  for  the  next  year; 
the  autumn  being,  as  you  well  know  the  season  at 
which  our  Overseers  are  engaged,  and  our  plans  for 
the  ensuing  Crop  must  be  formed. 

These  enquiries,  as  you  will  readily  perceive  arc 
pointed  to  a  Farmer  of  the  middling  class; — which 
more  than  probably  would  best  answer  my  purpose; 
— ^but  if  it  coiild  be  made  convenient  to  you  to 
extend  enquiries  further ; — permit  me  to  ask  if  one 
of  a  higher  order  could  be  had?  And  upon  what 
terms  i*     I  mean  for  a  Steward. 

It  may  not  in  this  place  be  amiss  to  observe  to  you 
that  I  still  decline  the  growth  of  Tobacco,  and  to  add, 
that  it  is  my  intention  to  raise  as  little  Indian  Corn  as 
may  be: — in  a  word,  that  I  am  desirous  of  entering 
upon  a  compleat  course  of  husbandry  as  practiced  in 
the  best  Farming  counties  of  England. — I  enquire  for 
a  man  of  this  latter  description  with  little  hope  of 
success — ist  because  I  believe  one  who  is  compleatly 
fit  for  my  purposes,  wou'd  be  above  my  price ;  & 
2dly  because  I  have  taken  up  an  idea  that  an  English 
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Steward  Is  not  so  much  a  farmer,  as  he  is  an  Attorney 
or  an  Accomptant;  because  few  of  the  Nobility  and 
Gentry  having  their  Estates  in  their  own  hands — 
stand  more  in  need  of  a  Collector  who,  at  the  same 
time  that  he  receives  the  rents,  will  see  that  the  Cove- 
nants of  the  leases  are  complied  with,  repairs  made 
&c.,  &c,  than  of  a  Fanner. — In  this  however,  I  may 
be  mistaken — One  thing  more  and  then  I  will  close 
this  long  letter: — if  from  your  own  obscr\'ation,  or 
from  good  information  you  should  fix  your  eyes  upon 
men  of  one  or  both  of  these  descriptions — and  could 
ascertain  his  or  their  terms,  (leaving  me  at  liberty  to 
accede  to  them  or  not,  within  a  reasonable  time  for  an 
intercourse  by  letter)  I  had  rather  he  or  they  should 
be  personally  known  to  you  ;  or  their  characters  well 
ascertained  by  a  friend  in  whom  you  can  confide ;  be- 
cause what  you  or  such  a  person  would  say  of  them, 
I  could  rely  upon  ;  but  how  often  do  we  find  recom- 
•^mcndations  given  without  merit  to  deserve  them. — 
founded  in  a  disposition  to  favor  the  applicant,  or 
want  of  resolution  to  refuse  them — oftentimes  indeed, 
to  get  rid  of  a  dependant  who  is  troublesome  or 
injurious  to  us,  upon  what  are  ca/Afl?  decent  terms. — 
A  man  in  the  character  of  a  Steward  (if  single,  and  his 
appearance  equal  to  it.)  would  live  in  the  House  with 
me,  and  be  at  my  table,  in  the  manner  Lund 
Washington  was  accustomed  to  do,  who  is  now 
married  and  a  House  Keeper  tho'  still  attending 
my  business.'  The  common  Farmer  would  live 
on  the  Farm  which  would  be  entrusted  to  his 
care.   •  *   * 


'  Lund  Wuhmgton  Ii*ii  marHad  dlixheilt  FoMc.  in  17(3. 


I  have  not  yet  seen  Mr.  Thos.  Corbin,  he  sent  your 
letter  under  cover  a  few  days  ago  with  assurances  of 
making  me  a  visit  as  soon  as  he  had  recovered  from 
a  slight  indisposition. — He  appears  from  your  account 
to  have  been  very  ill  treated  by  his  brother  Dick. — 
but  the  latter  I  understand  has  not  b<:cn  behind  him 
in  charges  to  some  of  his  friends  in  this  country,  who 
think  Thos.  in  the  wrong. 

Mrs,  Washington  joins  me  in  most  affectionate 
regards,  &  in  every  good  wish  for  you  &  Mrs.  Fairfax. 
— with  much  truth 

I  am,  &c ' 


TO   OAVID    HUMPHREYS. 

Mount  Vkkxon,  »5  Julj,  1785. 

Mv  DEAR  Humphreys. 

Since  my  last  to  you,  I  have  received  your  letter  of 
the  1 5th  of  Januar)',  and,  I  believe,  that  of  the  u  th  of 
November,  and  thank  you  for  them.  It  alwaj^s  g-jves 
me  pleasure  to  hear  from  you  ;  and  I  should  think,  if 
amusem^n/s  would  spare  you,  business  could  not  so 
much  absorb  your  time  as  to  prevent  your  writing 
more  frequently,  especially  as  there  is  a  regular  con- 
veyance once  a  month  by  the  packet. 

As  the  complexion  of  European  politics  seems  now 
(by  letters  I  have  received  from  the  Marquis  de  Lafay- 
ette, the  Chevalier  de  Chastellux,  the  Chevalier  de  !a 
Luzerne,  and  others,)  to  have  a  tendency  to  peace,  1 
will  say  nothing  of  war,  nor  make  any  animadversions 
upon  the  contending  powers ;  otherwise  I  might  possi- 

'"Junc  30lh, — Dined  with  only  Mrs.  WuhingtOQ,  which,  I  believe  U  the 
bnt  inilnnce  or  it  lincc  tny  icliiciBeni  from  (itiblic  \iCe."^Diiirf. 
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bly  have  said,  that  the  retreat  from  it  seemed  impossible 
after  the  explicit  declaration  of  the  parties.  My  first 
wish  is  to  see  this  plague  to  mankind  banished  from  off 
the  earth,  and  the  sons  and  daughters  of  this  world 
employed  in  more  pleasing  and  innocent  amusements, 
than  in  preparing  implements  and  exercising  them  for 
the  destruction  of  mankind.  Rather  than  quarrel  about 
territory,  let  the  poor,  the  needy,  and  oppressed  of  the 
earth,  and  those  who  want  land,  resort  to  the  fertile 
plains  of  our  western  countr)*,  the  second  land  of 
promise,  and  there  dwell  in  peace,  fulfilling  the  first 
and  great  commandment. 

In  a  former  letter  I  informed  you,  my  dear  Hum- 
phreys, that  if  I  had  talents  for  it,  I  have  not  leisure  to 
turn  my  thoughts  to  Commentaries.  A  consciousness 
of  a  defective  education,  and  a  certainty  of  the  want 
of  time,  unfit  me  for  such  an  undertaking.  What  with 
company,  letters,  and  other  matters,  many  of  them 
quite  extraneous,  1  have  not  been  able  toarrangemy 
own  private  concerns  so  as  to  rescue  them  from  that 
disordered  state  into  which  they  have  been  thrown  by 
the  war,  and  to  do  which  is  become  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  my  support  whilst  I  remain  on  this  stage  of 
human  action.  The  sentiments  of  your  last  letter  on 
this  subject  gave  mc  great  pleasure.  1  should  be 
pleased  indeed  to  see  you  undertake  this  business. 
Yourabilities  as  a  writer,  your  discernment  respecting 
the  principles  which  led  to  the  decision  by  arms,  your 
personal  knowledge  of  many  facts  as  they  occurred  in 
the  progress  of  the  war.  your  disposition  to  justice, 
candor,  and  impartiality,  and  your  diligence  in  investi- 
gating truth,  combining,  fit  you,  when  joined  with 
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the  vigor  of  life,  for  this  task  ;  and  I  should  with  great 
pleasure,  not  only  give  you  the  perusal  of  all  my  papers, 
but  any  oral  information  of  circumstances,  which  can- 
not be  obtained  from  the  former,  that  my  memory  will 
furnish  ;  and  1  can  with  great  truth  add,  that  my  house 
would  not  only  be  at  your  service  during  the  period 
of  your  preparing  this  work,  but  (without  an  unmean- 
ing compliment  I  say  It)  1  should  be  exceedingly  happy 
if  you  would  make  it  your  home.  You  might  have  an 
apartment  to  yourself,  in  which  you  would  command 
your  own  time.  You  would  be  considered  and  treated 
as  one  of  the  family,  and  meet  with  that  cordial  recep- 
tion and  entertaiment,  which  are  characteristic  of  the 
sincerest  friendship. 

To  reverberate  European  news  would  be  idle,  and 
we  have  little  of  domestic  kind  worthy  of  attention. 
We  have  held  treaties  with  the  Indians,  but  they  were 
so  unseasonably  delayed,  that  these  people,  by  our 
last  accounts  from  the  westward,  are  in  a  discontented 
mood,  supposed  by  many  to  be  instigated  thereto  by 
our  late  enemies  (now,  to  be  sure._/iw^  friend),  who, 
from  any  thing  I  can  learn,  under  the  indefmiteexpres- 
sion  of  the  treaty,  hold  and  seem  resolved  to  retain 
possession  of  our  western  posts.  Congress  have,  also, 
after  a  long  and  tedious  deliberation,  passed  an  ordi- 
nance for  laying  off  the  western  territory  into  States, 
and  for  disposing  of  the  land  ;  but  in  a  manner  and  on 
terms,  which  few  people  in  the  southern  States  conceive 
can  be  accomplished.  Both  sides  are  sure,  and  the 
event  is  appealed  to.  Let  time  decide  it.  It  is  however 
to  be  regretted,  that  local  politics  and  self-interested 
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views  obtrude  themselves  into  every  measure  of  public 
utility  ; — but  to  such  characters  be  the  consequences. 
My  attention  is  more  immediately  engaged  in  a  pro- 
ject, which  I  think  big  with  great  political,  as  well  as 
commercial  consequences  to  these  States,  esixjcially 
the  middle  ones  ;  it  is  by  removing  the  obstructions 
and  extending  the  inland  navigation  of  our  rivers,  to 
bring  the  States  on  the  Atlantic  in  chose  connexion 
witli  those  forming  to  the  westward,  by  a  short  and 
easy  transportation.  Without  this,  I  can  easily  conceive 
they  will  have  different  views,  separate  interests,  and 
other  connexions.  I  may  be  singular  in  my  ideas,  but 
they  arc  these ;  that,  to  open  a  door  to,  and  make 
easy  the  way  for,  those  settlers  to  the  westward  (which 
ought  to  progress  regularly  and  compactly)  before  we 
make  any  stir  about  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  before  our  settlements  are  far  advanced  towards 
that  river,  would  be  our  true  line  of  policy.  It  can, 
I  think,  be  demonstrated,  that  the  produce  of  the 
western  territory,  (if  the  navigations  which  are  now 
in  hand  succeed,  and  of  which  I  have  no  doubt,)  as 
low  down  the  Ohio  as  the  Great  Kanhawa,  1  believe 
to  the  Falls,  and  between  the  parts  above  and  the 
Lakes,  may  be  brought  either  to  the  highest  shipping 
port  on  this  or  James  river,  at  a  less  expense,  with 
more  ease,  (including  the  return,)  and  in  a  much  shor- 
ter time,  than  it  can  be  carried  to  New  Orleans,  if  the 
Spaniards,  instead  of  restricting,  were  to  throw  open 
their  ports  and  invite  our  trade.  But  if  the  commerce 
of  that  country  should  embrace  this  channel,  and  con- 
nexions be  formed,  experience  has  taught  us,  and  there 
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is  a  very  recent  proof  with  great  Britain,  how  next  to 
impracticable  it  is  to  divert  it ;  and.  if  that  should  be 
the  case,  the  Atlantic  States,  (especially  as  those  to  the 
westward  will  in  a  great  degree  fill  with  foreigners,) 
will  be  no  more  to  the  present  Union,  except  to  excite 
perhaps  very  justly  our  fears,  than  the  country  of 
California,  which  is  still  more  to  the  westward,  and 
belonging  to  another  power. 

Mrs.  Washington  presents  her  compliments  to  you, 
and  with  every  wish  for  your  happiness, 

I  am,  my  dear  Humphreys,  &c. 


TO   THE   MARQUIS   DE    LAFAYETTE. 


Mr  DEAR  Marquis, 


MouMT  Vkrnom,  as  jBly.  17*5. 


As  the  clouds  which  overspread  your  hemisphere 
are  dispersing,  and  peace  with  all  its  concomitants  is 
dawning  upon  your  Land,  I  will  banish  the  sound  of 
War  from  my  letter: — I  wish  to  see  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  the  world  in  Peace  and  busily  employed 
in  the  more  agreeable  amusement  of  fulfilling  the  first 
and  great  commandment — I tur ease  and  Multiply :  as 
an  encouragement  to  which  we  have  opened  the  fertile 
plains  of  the  Ohio  to  the  poor,  the  needy  and  the  op- 
ressed  of  the  Earth  ;  any  one  therefore  who  is  heavy 
laden  or  who  wants  land  to  cultivate,  may  repair  thither 
&  abound,  as  in  the  Land  of  promise,  with  milk  and 
honey ; — the  ways  arc  preparing,  and  the  roads  will 
be  made  easy,  thro'  the  channels  of  Potomac  & 
James  river. 
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Speaking  of  these  navigations,  I  have  the  pleasure 
to  Inform  you  that  the  subscriptions  (especially  for  the 
first)  at  the  surrender  of  the  books,  agreeably  to  the 
act  which  1  enclosed  you  in  my  last,  exceeded  my  most 
sanguine  expectation  : — for  the  latter,  that  is  James 
river,  no  comparison  of  them  has  yet  been  made. — 

Of  the  ^50,000  Sterlg.  required  for  the  Potomac 
navigation,  upwards  of  ^40,000.  was  subjoined  before 
the  middle  of  May,  and  encreasing  fast — a  President 
&  four  Directors,  consisting  of  your  hble.  servant, 
Govrs.  Johnson  and  Lee  of  Maryland,  and  Colos. 
Fitzgerald  and  Gilpin  of  this  State,  were  chosen  to 
conduct  the  undertaking. — The  first  dividend  of  the 
money  was  paid  in  on  the  1 5th  of  this  month  ;  and 
the  work  is  to  be  begun  the  first  of  next,  in  those  parts 
which  require  least  skill,  leaving  the  more  difhcult 
'till  an  Engineer  of  abilities  and  practical  knowledge 
can  be  obtained  ;  which  reminds  me  of  the  question 
which  I  propounded  to  you  in  my  last,  on  this  subject, 
and  on  which  I  should  be  glad  to  learn  your  senti- 
ments. This  prospect,  if  it  succeeds,  and  of  which  1 
have  rto  doubt,  will  bring  the  Atlantic  States  and  the 
Western  Territory  into  close  connexion,  and  be  pro- 
ductive of  very  extensive  commercial  and  political 
consequences;  the  last  of  which  gave  the  spur  to 
my  exertions,  as  I  could  foresee  many,  and  great  mis- 
chiefs which  would  naturally  result  from  a  separation 
— and  that  a  separation  would  inevitably  take  place, 
if  the  obstructions  between  the  two  countries  re- 
mained, and  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  should 
be  made  free. 
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Great  Britain,  in  her  commercial  policy  is  acting 
the  same  unwise  part,  with  respect  to  herself,  which 
seems  to  have  influenced  all  her  councils  ;  and  thereby 
is  defeating  her  own  ends: — the  restriction  of  our 
trade,  and  her  heavy  imposts  on  the  staple  commodi- 
ties of  this  country,  will  I  conceive,  immediately  pro- 
duce powers  in  Congress  to  regulate  the  Trade  of 
the  Union  :  which,  more  than  probably  would  not 
have  been  obtained  without  in  half  a  century.  The 
mercantile  interests  of  the  w-io/^  Union  are  endeavor- 
ing to  effect  this,  &  will  no  doubt  succeed  ;  they  see 
the  necessity  of  a  controuling  power,  and  the  futility, 
indeed  the  absurdity,  of  each  State's  enacting  Laws 
for  this  purpose  independant  of  one  another. — This 
will  be  the  case  also,  after  a  while,  in  all  matters  of 
common  concern  ; — It  is  to  be  regretted,  1  confess, 
that  Democratical  States  must  always/*^*/  before  they 
can  see: — it  is  this  that  makes  their  Governments 
slow — but  the  people  will  be  right  at  last. — 

Congress  after  long  deliberation, — have  at  length 
agreed  upon  a  mode  for  disposing  of  the  Lands  of 
the  United  States  in  the  Western  territory: — it  may 
be  a  good  one,  but  it  does  not  comport  with  my  ideas. 
— Theordinance  is  long,  and  I  have  none  of  them  by 
me.  or  I  would  send  one  for  your  perusal. — They 
seem  in  this  instance,  as  in  almost  every  other. 
to  be  surrendering  the  little  power  they  have,  to 
the  States  individually  which  gave  it  to  them. — : 
Many  think  the  price  which  they  have  fixed  upon 
the  Lands  too  high ; — and  all  to  the  Southward  1 
believe,  that  disposing  of  these  in  Townships,  and  by 
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square  miles  alternately,  will  be  a  great  let  to  the 
sale: — but  experience,  to  which  there  is  an  appeal, 
must  decide. 

Soon  after  I  had  written  lo  you  in  Feby..  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, and  after  him  Mr.  Carmichael  informed  me 
that  in  consequence  of  an  application  from  Mr.  Har- 
rison for  permission  to  export  a  Jack  for  me  from 
Spain,  his  Catholic  Majesty  had  ordered  two  of  the 
6rst  race  in  his  Kingdom  (lest  an  accident  might 
happen  to  one)  to  be  purchased  and  presented  to  me 
as  a  mark  of  his  esteem. — Such  an  instance  of  conde- 
scension and  attention  from  a  crowned  head  is  very 
flattering  and  lays  me  under  great  obligation  to  the 
King ;  but  neither  of  them  is  yet  arrived  : — these 
I  presume  are  the  two  mentioned  in  your  favor 
of  the  i6th  of  April ;  one  as  having  been  shipped 
from  Cadiz — the  other  as  expected  from  the  Isle  of 
Malta,  which  you  would  forward. — As  they  have  been 
purchased  since  December  last.  I  began  to  be  appre- 
hensive of  accidents  ;  which  I  wish  may  not.  In  the 
case  with  respect  to  the  one  from  Cadiz,  if  he  was 
actually  shipped  at  the  time  of  your  account:— 
should  the  other  pass  thro'  your  hands  you  cannot 
oblige  me  more,  than  by  requiring  the  greatest  care, 
&  most  particular  attention  to  be  paid  to  him.  I 
have  long  endeavored  to  procure  one  of  a  good  size 
and  breed,  but  had  little  expectation  of  receiving  two 
as  a  royal  gift. — 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  my  dear  Marquis,  for 
your  attention  to  the  Hounds,  &  not  less  sorry  (hat 
you  should  have  met  the  smallest  difficulty,  or  expe- 


nenccd  the  least  trouble  in  obtaining-  them :  I  was 
no  way  anxious  about  these,  consequently  should 
have  felt  no  regret,  or  sustained  no  loss  if  you  had 
not  succeeded  in  your  application. — I  have  commis* 
sioned  three  or  four  persons  (among  whom  Colo. 
Marshall  is  one)  to  procure  for  me  in  Kentucke,  for 
the  use  of  (he  King's  Gardens  at  Versailles  or  else- 
where, the  seeds  mentioned  in  the  list  you  sent  me 
from  New  York,  and  such  others  as  are  curious,  and 
will  forward  them  as  soon  as  they  come  to  my  hands  : 
which  canpot  be  'till  after  the  growing  crop  has  given 
its  seeds. 

My  best  wishes  will  accompany  you  to  Potsdam, 
and  into  the  Austrian's  Dominions  whenever  you  set 
out  upon  that  tour.  As  an  unobser\'ed  spectator, 
I  should  like  to  take  a  peep  at  the  troops  of  those 
Monarch's  at  their  manocuverings.  upon  a  grand  field 
day;  but  as  it  is  among  the  unattainable  things,  my 
philosophy  shall  supply  the  place  of  curiosity,  and  set 
my  mind  at  ease. 

In  your  favor  of  the  19th  of  March  you  speak  of 
letters  which  were  sent  by  a  Mr.  Williams;  but  none 
such  have  come  to  hand.  The  present  for  the  tittle 
folks  did  not  arrive  by  Mr.  Ridouts  ship  as  you 
expected; — to  what  cause  owing  I  know  not. — Mrs. 
Washington  has  but  indifferent  health  ;  &  the  late 
loss  of  her  mother,  &  only  brother  Mr.  Barthw. 
Dandridge  (one  of  the  Judges  of  our  Supreme  Court) 
has  rather  added  to  her  indisposition.  My  mother 
and  friends  enjoy  good  health. — George  has  returned 
after  his  peregrination   thro'   the  West   Indies,   to 
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Burmuda,  the  Bahama  Islands,  &  Charlestown ;  at 
the  last  place  he  spent  the  winter.  He  is  in  better 
health  than  when  he  set  out.  but  not  quite  recovered: 
— He  is  now  on  a  journey  to  the  Sweet  Springs,  to 
procure  a  stock  sufficient  to  fit  him  for  a  matrimonial 
voyage  in  the  Frigate  F.  Bassett ;  on  board  which  he 
means  to  embark  at  his  return  in  October: — how  far 
his  case  is  desperate,  I  leave  you  to  judge — if  It  is  so, 
the  remedy,  however  pleasing  at  first,  will  certainly  be 
violent. 

The  latter  end  of  April  I  had  the  pleasure  to  re- 
ceive in  good  order,  by  a  ship  from  London,  the  picture 
of  yourself,  Madame  la  Fayette  and  the  children, 
which  I  consider  as  an  invaluable  present.  &  shall 
give  it  the  best  place  in  my  House. — Mrs.  Washington 
joins  me  in  respectful  compliments,  &  in  every  good 
wish  for  Madame  dc  la  Fayette,  yourself  &  family, 
all  the  others  who  have  come  under  your  kind  notice 
present  their  compliments  to  you. — For  myself,  I  can 
only  repeat  the  sincere  attachment.  &  unbounded 
affection  of  My  Dr.  Marqs.,  &c. 


TO   EDMUND    KANDOLPH. 

MovNT  VmtrtoK,  30  julr,  178s- 

Dear  Sir, 

Although  it  is  not  my  intention  to  derive  any  pe- 
cuniary advantage  from  the  generous  vote  of  the  As- 
sembly of  this  State,  consequent  of  its  gratuitous  gift 
of  shares  in  the  navigation  of  each  of  the  rivers  Poto- 
mac and  James ;  yet,  as  1  consider  these  undertakings 
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as  of  vast  political  and  commercial  importance  to  the 
States  on  the  Atlantic,  especially  to  those  nearest  the 
centre  of  the  Union,  and  adjoining  the  western  terri- 
tory, I  can  let  no  act  of  mine  Impede  the  progress  of 
the  work.    I  have  therefore  come  to  the  determinntton 
to  hold  the  shares,  which  the  treasurer  was  directed 
to  subscribe  on  my  account,  in  trust  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  public  :   unless  I  should  be  able  to  dis- 
cover, before  the  meeting  of  the  Assiembly,  that  it 
would  be  agreeable  to  it  to  have  the  product  of  the 
tolls  arising  from  these  shares  applied  as  a  fund,  on 
which  to  establish  two  charity  schools,  one  on  each 
river,  for  the  education  and  support  of  the  children  of 
the  poor  and  indigent  of  this  country,  who  cannot 
afford  to  give  it,  particularly  the  children  of  those  men 
of  this  description,  who  have  fallen  in  defence  of  the 
rights  and  liberties  of    it      If    the  plan  succeed,   of 
■which  1  have  no  doubt,  1  am  sure  it  will  be  a  very 
productive  and  increasing  fund,  and  the  moneys  thus 
applied  will  be  a  beneficial  institution. 

I  am  aware  that  my  non-acceptance  of  these  shares 
will  have  various  motives  ascribed  to  it,  among  which 
an  ostentatious  display  of  disinterestedness,  perhaps 
the  charge  of  disrespect  or  slight  of  the  favors  of  my 
country,  may  lead  the  van  ;  but  under  a  consciousness* 
that  my  conduct  herein  is  not  influenced  by  consider- 
ations of  this  nature,  and  that  I  shall  act  more 
agreeably  to  my  own  feelings,  and  more  consistent 
•with  my  early  declarations,  by  declining  to  accept  them. 
I  shall  not  only  hope  for  indulgence,  but  a  favorable 
interpretation  of  my  conduct.     My  friends,  I  persuade 


I 


1785] 


GEORGE  WASmNGTON^, 


483 


myself,  will  acquit  me;  the  world,  1  hope,  will  judge 
charitably. 

Perceiving  by  the  advertisements  of  Messrs.  Cabell. 
Buchanan,  and  Southall,  that  half  the  sum  required 
by  the  act,  for  opening  and  extending  the  navigation 
of  James  River,  is  subscribed,,  and  the  20th  of  next 
month  appointed  for  the  subscribers  to  meet  at  Rich- 
mond, I  take  the  liberty  of  giving  you  a  power  to  act 
for  me  on  that  occasion.  1  would  (having  the  accom- 
plishment of  these  navigations  much  at  heart)  have 
attended  \\\  person,  but  the  president  and  directors  of 
the  Potomac  company,  by  their  own  appointment,  are 
to  commence  the  survey  of  this  river  in  the  early  part 
of  next  month;  for  which  purpose  I  shall  leave  home 
to-morrow.  Besides  which  if  the  ejectments  which  I 
have  been  obliged  to  bring  for  my  lands  in  Pennsylva. 
are  to  be  tried  at  the  September  term,  as  Mr.  Smith 
my  lawyer  conceives  they  would,  and  is  to  inform  me, 
I  shall  find  it  necessary  I  fearto  attend  the  trial.  An 
intermediate  journey  therefore,  In  addition  to  Rich- 
mond, would  be  impracticable  for  me  to  accomplish. 

1  am,  Sir,  &c' 


TO   EDMUND   RANDOLPH. 

Dear  Sir,  uAngmt.  1785. 

At  the  time  your  letter  from  the  Rocks  was  delivered 
to  me,  I  had  neither  pen,  ink,  paper,  ora  table  to  write 
on  at  command  ;  consequently  could  only  verbally  ac- 

■  Wa*hinglon  vru  ehoMti  pre»i<U>nt  af  Ih*  Jamat  Ri««r  Cwnpsny,  bnl  ha  da. 
«lu«(1  toscrvr,  klUKnigEi  b*9UI«i]  of  b«in|;  relievnl  of  th«  **Lrc>iil>]e3omc  port." 
Randolph  wrote:  "  VVc  wiifa  to  be  coiiudcrcd  u  havioe  jronr  panknlAf 
paiTonaga." 
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knowledge  the  receipt  of  it, — which  I  did  by  Mr. 
Wormley  : — since  my  return  home  I  have  met  your 
other  favor  of  the  39th  ulto. 

The  great  object,  for  the  accomplishment  of  which 
I  wish  to  see  the  inland  navigation  of  the  rivers  Poto- 
mac &  James  improved  &  extended,  is  to  connect  the 
Western  Territory  with  the  Atlantic  States  ;  all  others 
with  me.  are  secondary.  Tho'  I  am  clearly  of  opinion 
that  it  will  gfreatly  increase  our  commerce,  &  be  an  im- 
mense saving,  in  the  article  of  transportation,  &  draft 
cattle,  to  the  Planters  &  Farmers  who  are  in  a  situa- 
tion to  have  the  produce  of  their  labor  water  borne. 

These  being  my  sentiments,  I  wish  to  see  the 
undertaking  progress  tquaily  in  both  rivers;  &  but 
for  my  local  situation,  &  numerous  avocations,  my 
attention  to  each  should  be  alike  : — what  little  I 
do  for  the  advancement  of  the  enterprise  in  this 
river,  is  done,  as  it  were  en  passant ;  and  because  I 
think  the  difficulties  greater  than  in  the  other — and 
not  because  I  give  it  the  preference — for  both  in  my 
opinion  have  their  advantages,  without  much,  if  any 
interference  with  each  other.  The  advantages  arising 
from  my  patronage  of  cither,  is  probably  more  ideal 
than  real ;  but  such  as  they  are.  I  wish  them  to  be 
thought  equally  distributed  : — my  contribution  to  the 
works  shall  be  the  same.  I  have  already  subscribed 
five  shares  to  the  Potomac  navigation  ;  and  enclosed 
I  give  you  a  power  to  put  my  name  down  for  five 
shares  to  that  of  James  river. — 

With  respect  to  acting  as  President  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  that  Company,  it  Is  a  delicate  subject 
for  me  to  speak  to : — every  person  who  knows  how 
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much  my  time  (by  company  &  other  matters)  is  oc- 
cupied, must  also  know  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  me  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office,  as  they 
should  be: — even  here,  where  the  business  for  the  most 
part  is,  and  will  continue  to  be  done  at  Alexandria, 
or  Gcorgc-town  (eight  miles  further  from  me)  it  was 
so  evident  to  me  that  I  could  not  perform  the  duties 
of  President  with  that  diligence  and  propriety  which 
I  thought  necessary,  that  I  wish  to  decline  it,  but  could 
not  get  excused  : — How  much  more  would  this  be  the 
case  with  James  river,  where  the  journey  to  it  alone 
would  be  a  work  of  time  and  labor: — and  besides, 
let  it  not  be  forgotten  my  Dr.  Sir,  that  tho'  some  of 
the  Subscribers  may  wish  to  sec  me  at  the  head  of  the 
Board  of  Directors; — yet  there  may  be  others  who 
would  feci  disappointed  and  hurt  if  ihey  are  over 
looked  and  this  might  have  an  influence  on  their  con- 
nexions— I  mention  these  things  to  you  with  the 
candor  and  frankness  of  a  friend,  and  under  the  rose  ; 
after  which  your  own  judgment  and  those  of  your 
friends,  must  dictate  for  the  best.^I  am  persuaded 
all  of  us  have  the  same  object  in  view,  and  what  ever 
shall  be  deemed,  by  the  concurrent  voice  of  the  sub- 
scribers, the  best  means  to  effect  it,  shall  meet  my 
hearty  approbation. — 

My  last  letter  was  written  to  you  in  such  haste, 
that  I  apprehend  I  was  not  sufficiently  explicit  to  be 
understood. — It  was  not  my  intention  to  apply  for  a 
copy  of  the  Governor's  instructions  releasing  him 
from  the  restriction  of  the  King's  Proclamation  ;  but 
for  the  order  of  Council  consequent  thereof,  directing 
or  permitting  Warrants  to  issue  on  military  rights, 
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agreeably  thereto  : — because  if  the  date  of  this  order 
had  been  found  to  be  antecedent  to  the  occupancy 
of  my  adversaries,  it  would  remove  them  from  their 
jjrand  Fort — for  on  possession,  before  I  took  any 
iegai  steps — I  know  they  mean  to  place  their  soU 
defence. — 

The  Patent,  &  thousands  of  Warrants  are  evi- 
dences that  the  restrictions  respecting  military  set- 
tlers was  taken  ofT;  but  they  do  not  ascertain  the 
time. — My  Patent,  if  I  recollect  right,  was  dated  in 
July,  1774; — but  the  occupants,  according  to  their 
own  accounts,  possessed  the  Land  in  the  Octobr.  pre- 
ceding ;~if  therefore  I  could  have  obtained  a 
certificate  of  the  loss  of  the  Council  Books  ;  and  any 
circumstance  could  have  been  recollected  by  which  it 
should  appear  (as  unquestionably  the  fact  is)  that  the 
recognition  of  military  rights  was  previous  to  Octo- 
ber 1773.  and  so  Intimated  in  the  certificate  afore- 
said; it  would  have  been  useful: — J^/VAo^k/ this  indeed, 
the  matter  is  so  clear,  in  my  judgment,  as  not  to 
admit  of  dispute  before  an  impartial  Jury  ; — but  an 
tmpartiai ]wry  \  do  not  expect — &  much  less  since 
I  have  heard  that  the  high  Sheriff  of  the  County 
(lately  chosen)  is  of  the  fraternity,  of  my  competitors, 
&  interested  in  the  decision, — so  far  at  least  as 
similar  circumstances,  &  the  suffrages  of  these 
people  in  his  election,  can  bias  him — Indeed  I  have 
lately  been  told  that  the  decision  of  this  case  will  be 
interesting  to  numbers  whose  rights  are  disputed  on 
similar  grounds. — 

1  am,  &c 


TO    RICHARD    HENRY    LEE,    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

McNnrr  VuNOH,  m  Aagmt,  17S9. 

Dear  Sib, 

In  my  absence  with  the  directors  of  the  Potomac 
navj^tton,  to  examine,  the  river  and  fix  a  plan  of 
operations,'  your  favor,  begun  on  the  23d  and  ended 
the  31st  of  July,  came  to  this  place.  I  am  sorry 
to  hear  of  your  late  indisposition,  but  congratulate 
you  on  your  recovery,  hoping  the  reifstablishment  of 
your  health  may  be  of  long  continuance.     ♦    *    • 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  our  minister  at  the  court  of 
London  will  bring  that  government  to  an  explanation 
respecting  the  western  posts,  which  it  still  retains  on 
the  American  side  the  line,  contrary  to  the  spirit,  if 
not  the  letter  of  the  treaty.     My  opinion  from  the 


'  The  obje<l  nt  thu  lour  was  la  inspcci  minutdj  ibt  coanc  of  the  Polooaac 
tmm  Gco^cioirn  to  Ilupcr't  Ferry,  and  ucctiain  in  whni  pkcct  2nd  to  what 
niCDl  it  wu  n«ce«Mry  to  conttraci  canali  uid  Kmore  abstniclioni  in  llie  river. 
The  illrvctan  went  up  by  Uad,  put  of  cfae  dbtanc*  ou  one  side  anil  part  cm 
the  otbet  :  but  tliey  reiutned  (torn  Harjier't  Vtny  ta  the  bead  of  the  Cltcal 
FalU  al>i>vc  Cicorgelown  in  boati ;  IhuK  effecting  a  (kfirough  riaiiiiiutivn  i>(  (lie 
river.  General  Washin|rlon,  ai  usual  wherever  he  moved,  attracted  the  atien- 
tion  of  Iba  poople  and  d  em  on  Ural  ion  i  o(  rrtpeci  for  hit  perion.  The  following 
i*  an  extract  from  bis  Diary. 

"  Au/fut  jih.—KlWf  breiklMt,  and  nfiei  directin|>  Mr.  KamM<r,  wriien  he 
had  marked  the  way  and  tet  the  laboren  at  work,  to  meet  m  at  Ilorpu'a 
Ferry,  myacU  and  the  directora  tct  onl  [or  the  aamc  place  by  way  of  Ficdericl- 
tovm  in  Maryland.  Dined  at  a  Dutchnian't  two  niilcs  above  Ibe  mouth  of  the 
Uoaocoey,  and  reached  Fjedericklown  about  five  o'eloelt.  Drank  lea,  luppad, 
aad  lad|^  at  Governor  JohntonV  In  the  evenini;  the  bells  rang  and  guna 
wn*  find  :  and  a  cotnmiltcc  wailed  upon  me  by  older  of  the  gentlemen  of  (ha 
l9wn  to  reqaest,  that  I  womM  stay  the  next  day  and  ptrtake  of  a  public  dinnor. 
which  ibe  town  were  dctlroa*  of  giving  me.  Bui.  as  arcangeinctiis  tiad  been 
made,  and  tite  time  for  examining  the  KhennniTonh  Falb.  previoudy  to  the  day 
fi&cd  Ivr  tceeivini;  laborcrk  tnio  pay,  wat  shoti,  I  luund  il  mi»t  expedient  to 
decline  the  honor." 
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first,  and  so  I  declared  it,  was,  that  these  posts  would 
be  detained  from  us  as  long  as  they  could  be  held 
under  any  pretence  whatsoever.  1  have  not  changed 
it,  though  I  wish  for  cause  to  do  so,  as  it  may  become 
a  serious  matter.  However  singular  the  opinion  may 
be,  I  cannot  divest  myself  of  it.  that  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  at  this  time,  ought  to  be  no  object 
with  us.'  On  the  contrary,  until  we  have  a  little  lime 
allowed  to  open  and  make  easy  the  ways  between 
the  Atlantic  States  and  the  western  territory,  the 
obstruction  had  better  remain.  There  is  nothing 
which  binds  one  county  or  one  State  to  another, 
but  interest.  Without  this  cement  the  western  in- 
habitants, who  more  than  probably  will  be  composed 
in  a  great  degree  of  foreigners,  can  have  no  predi* 
lection  for  us.  and  a  commercial  connexion  is  the 
only  tie  we  can  have  upon  them.  It  is  clear  to  me, 
that  the  trade  of  the  Lakes,  and  of  the  River  Ohio, 
as  low  as  the  Great  Kanhawa  if  not  to  the  Falls, 
may  be  brought  to  the  Atlantic  ports  easier  and 
cheaper,  taking  the  whole  voyage  together,  than  it 
can  be  carried  to  New  Orleans  ;  but,  once  open  the 
door  to  the  latter  before  the  obstructions  are  removed 
from  the  former,  let  commercial  connexions,  which 
lead  to  others,  be  formed,  and  the  habit  of  that  trade 
well  established,  and  it  will  be  found  to  be  no  easy 
matter  to  divert  it ;  and  viceverstS.  When  the  settle- 
ments are  stronger  and  more  extended  to  the  west- 

'  WaihingloD  was  lomcwbal  sinuvlu  in  thK  opinion,  for  ■  Ur)[c  mAjariij  6t 
Vit|pBiuis  were  DpjxKed  even  to  n  lcnipornr>-OE;ciuiion  ol  tlie  MintUrippi,  even 
when  accompuvivd  by  iiu  ilctcrminativii  vl  llio  li^ht  tuD«*i|[Bic  tlic  rivci.  The 
arrival  of  Giinloi|ui  w&»  ni  iliU  time  looked  foiward  la  at  ofleTiDg  a  settlement 
ul  the  iju-tKlioti. 
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ward,  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  will  be  an 
object  of  importance,  and  we  shall  then  be  able, 
(reserving  our  claims,)  to  speak  a  more  efficacious 
language,  than  poiicy,  I  think,  dictates  at  present' 

I  never  have  and  I  hope  never  shall  hear,  any 
serious  mention  of  a  paper  emission  in  this  State; 
yet  such  a  thing  may  be  in  agitation.  Ignorance  and 
design  are  productive  of  much  mischief.  The  first 
are  the  tool  of  the  latter,  and  are  often  set  to  work 
suddenly  and  unexpectedly.  Those,  with  whom  I 
have  conversed  on  the  subject  in  this  part  of  the 
State,  reprobate  the  idea  exceedingly.' 

We  have  lately  had  the  pleasure  of  Miss  Lee's  and 

'  In  wiitingan  thixMibject  loH.  dc  Marbtnt,  who  hmdipokcn  of  aTcncountw 
behrrcn  the  SpAniardt  %\  Fort  N'aich«t  and  lh«  inh-niiianli  In  that  neighbor- 
hood,  Oencral  WMhington  Hiid  :  '*  I  wi^h  luirncilitni;  duagreeable  mt)'  nol 
r«cult  froni  ihc  coQicntions  revpcciini;  (h«  uavigjLtit>a  of  lh«  Klver  Mb«Uiip|]i. 
The  emiKialion  la  Ibe  walein  ihcr«af  U  iii.loiiiiliinglf  gicnt,  <nd  chkHj  \>j  a 
dcMripllon  of  people,  who  ate  nal  vcQr  (niboidinatt  lu  ihc  laws  snd  conslilulion 
tk  Ihe  States  the;  gu  (nnn.  Whellier  the  iiFohibilion  o(  the  S)iariianli>,  thert- 
foK.  i»  ju»(  or  uiiju«l,  polilic  or  impolitic,  It  will  be  with  difficult)',  that  people 
of  this  dau  can  be  reslnuncil  from  the  enjojrnieni  of  natural  advutaccs."^ 
Ji»c  i8(h. 

'Tbe  f«U«vnii|>  que»tior»  and  aentiiaenta  *rerc  contained  is  Mr.  I.cc'i  Icttei, 
to  which  this  it  an  answer. 

"  U  it  possible  that  n  plan  ean  be  fonned  (or  iuning  a  large  sum  of  paper 
OHMicy  by  Iho  ucil  AMcmbly  ?  1  do  rcril)'  believe,  that  the  f;rcale«t  loe«  ire 
ha*e  in  the  wurtd  could  not  dcvinc  a  more  ciTtrclual  plan  for  mining  Virginia. 
I  ahould  'luppour,  that  errrj  friend  to  his  countijr,  «»efy  faonnt  and  inober  nun, 
would  join  hca(til]r  to  reprobate  w>  ncfariooa  a  plan  of  ipccvtation." 

The  senliramts  of  George  Manou  on  Ihc  ume  KubjtLl  may  be  teen  in  the 
following  extract  from  n  letter  writlen  by  him  to  GcneTnl  WailiiiiKton  at  a 
Bomcwhat  later  date.  "  I  tuTC  heard  nothing  from  the  Anacmbl)'."  «id  he, 
"  except  vague  reporlt  of  Ihcir  lieing  rwolved  to  iMiie  a  pipf r  mrrerey  ;  upnn 
what  priadf^Ic  or  lunil*  I  know  not :  perhaps  upon  the  old  threadbare  lecuriljr 
ok  pledging  lolemnly  the  public  cndtl.  1  believe  luch  an  experimcni  would 
pfovaiinvilarloihe  old  rulgor  adageof  canyingabone  to  tbe  water.  They  maj' 
pan  a  law  10  iisuc  It,  but  twenty  laws  will  not  make  the  people  rccdvc  it." — 
November  9th. 
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this  pU 


They 


Miss  Hannah's  company  at  this  place.  l  hey  were 
both  well  five  clays  ago.  Mrs,  Washington  prnys  you 
to  accept  her  compliments;  and  with  sentiments  of 
great  respect,  esteem,  and  regard,  I  am,  &c. 

P.  S.  Yournamc,  I  well  remember,  stands  among 
those  of  the  subscribers  for  a  share  in  the  Potomac 
navigation. 


\ 


Dear  Sir, 


TO  JAMES  McHENRV,  IN  CONGRESS. 

MuuMT  VUKOK.  11  Ansut.  17>5- 


As  I  have  ever  been  a  friend  to  adequate  powers 
of  Congress,  without  which  it  is  evident  to  me  we 
never  shall  establish  a  national  character,  or  be  con- 
sidered as  on  a  respectable  footing  by  the  powers  of 
Europe,  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  agree  with  you  in  sent!* 
ment  not  to  enlarge  them  for  the  regulating  of  com- 
merce. I  have  neither  time  nor  abilities  to  enter  into 
a  full  discussion  of  this  subject ;  but  it  should  seem  to 
me,  that  your  arguments  against  it,  principally  that 
some  States  may  be  more  benefited  than  others  by  a 
commercial  regulation,  apply  tocvcry  matter  of  general 
utility.  Can  there  be  a  case  enumerated,  in  which  this 
argument  has  not  its  force  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  ? 
We  are  either  a  united  people  under  one  head  and  for 
federal  purposes,  or  we  are  thirteen  independent  sove- 
reignties, eternally  counteracting  each  other.  If  the 
former,  whatever  such  a  majority  of  the  States,  as  the 
constitution  points  out,  conceives  to  be  for  the  benefit 
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of  the  whole,  should,  in  my  humble  opinion,  be  sub* 
mitted  to  by  the  minority.  Let  the  southern  States 
always  be  represented ;  let  them  act  more  in  union ; 
let  them  declare  freely  and  boldly  what  is  for  the  in- 
terest of,  and  what  is  prejudicial  to,  their  constituents ; 
and  there  will,  there  must  be,  an  accommodating  spirit 
In  the  establishment  of  a  navigation  act,  this  in  a  par- 
ticular manner  ought,  and  will  doubtless  be  attended 
to.  If  the  assent  of  nine,  or  as  some  propose  of 
eleven  States,  is  necessary*  to  give  validity  to  a  com- 
mercial system,  it  insures  this  measure,  or  it  cannot 
be  obtained. 

Wherein  then  lies  the  danger?  But  if  your  fears 
are  in  danger  of  being  realized,  cannot  certain  provisos 
in  the  ordinance  guard  against  the  evil ;  I  see  no  dlf)i> 
culty  in  this,  if  the  southern  delegates  would  give  their 
attendance  in  Congress,  and  follow  the  example,  if  it 
should  be  set  them,  of  hanging  together  to  counteract 
combinations.  1  confess  to  you  candidly,  that  I  can 
foresee  no  evil  greater  than  disunion ;  than  those  un- 
reasonahle  jealousies.  (I  say  unrtasonable.  because  I 
would  have  a  proper  jealousy  always  awake,  and  the 
United  States  on  the  watch  to  prevent  individual 
States  from  infracting  the  constitution  with  impunity,) 
which  are  continually  poisoning  our  minds  and  filling 
them  with  imaginary  evils  to  the  prevention  of  real 
ones. 

As  you  have  asked  the  question,  I  answer,  1  do  not 
know  that  wc  can  enter  upon  a  war  of  imposts  with 
Great  Britain,  or  any  other  foreign  power;  but  we  are 
certain,  that  this  war  has  been  waged  against  us  by 
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the  former;  professedly  upon  a  belief  that  we  never 
could  unite  tn  opposition  to  it;  and  I  believe  there  is 
no  way  of  pulling  an  end  to,  or  at  least  of  stopping 
the  increase  of  it,  but  to  convince  them  of  the  contrary. 
Our  trade,  in  all  points  of  view,  is  as  essential  to  Great  ■ 
Britain,  as  hers  is  to  us ;  and  she  will  exchange  it  upon 
reciprocal  and  liberal  terms,  if  better  cannot  be  had. 
It  can  hardly  be  supposed,  I  think,  that  the  carrying 
business  will  devolve  wholly  on  the  States  you  have 
named,  or  remain  long  with  them  if  It  should;  for  either 
Great  Britain  will  depart  from  her  present  contracted 
system,  or  the  policy  of  the  southern  States  in  framing 
the  act  of  navigation,  or  by  laws  passed  by  themselves 
individually,  will  devise  ways  and  means  to  encourage 
seamen  for  the  transportation  of  the  product  of  their  fl 
respective  countries  or  for  the  encouragement  of.  — 
But.  admitting  the  contrary,  if  the  Union  is  considered 
as  permanent,  and  on  this  I  presume  all  superstructures 
are  built,  had  we  not  better  encourage  seamen  among 
ourselves,  with  less  imports,  than  divide  it  with  for- 
eigners, and  by  increasing  the  amount  of  them  ruin 
our  merchants,  and  greatly  injuring  the  mass  of  our 
citizens. 

To  sum  up  the  whole,  I  foresee,  or  think  I  do  it,  the 
many  advantages  which  will  arise  from  giving  powers 
of  this  kind  to  Congress  (if  a  sufficient  number  of 
States  are  required  to  exercise  them),  without  any  evil, 
save  that  which  may  proceed  from  inattention,  or  want 
of  wisdom  in  the  formation  of  the  act ;  whilst,  without 
them,  westand  in  a  ridiculous  point  of  view  in  the  eyes 
of  the  nations  of  the  world,  with  whom  we  are  attempt- 
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ing  to  enter  into  commercial  treaties,  without  means 
of  carrj'ing-  them  into  effect;  who  must  see  and  feel, 
that  the  Union  or  the  Sates  individually  are  sovereigns, 
as  best  suits  their  purposes;  in  a  word,  that  we  are 
one  nation  to-day  and  thirteen  to-morrow.  Who  will 
treat  with  us  on  such  terms — but  perhaps  I  have  gone 
too  far  and  therefore  will  only  add,  that  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington offers  her  compliments  and  best  wishes  for  you, 
and  that  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  &c. 


TO    WIIXIAM    GRAYSON.    IN    CONGRESS. 


Dear  Sir, 


MOUI«T  VeXNON,  23  AuguM,  1765. 
•  »  « 


I  thank  you  for  the  several  articles  of  intelligence 
contained  in  your  letter,  and  for  the  propositions 
respecting  a  coinage  of  gold,  silver,  and  copper;  a 
measure,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  become  indispen- 
sably necessary.  Mr.  Jefferson's  ideas  upon  this 
subject  arc  plain  and  simple  ;  well  adapted,  I  think,  to 
the  nature  of  the  case,  as  he  has  exemplified  by  the 
plan.'  Without  a  coinage,  or  unless  some  stop  can 
be  put  to  the  cutting  and  clipping  of  money,  our 
dollars,  pistarcens,  &c.,  will  be  converted,  as  Tcague 
says,  into  five  quarters ;  and  a  man  must  travel  with 

'  Tbb  pUu  wu  the  diic  wliich  bi» since  been  carried  into  luc.  Mr.  Jcffcna> 
look  th«  dollar  \%  »uail,  iiiid  then  diviJcd  itdcdmally  forlhe  ntlvtt  dcnointna- 
boM.  He  wrole  a  memoir  on  the  subject  for  iheeoniiilrraliun  of  Congrcsa. — 
ytfftTAon'i  Wridngi,  vol.  1.,  p.  133.  A  very  ingenious  scheisne  bod  btcB 
pveviouttf  deviled  by  Uouverni-ur  MorrU. founded  on  Kimilu  principles;  but, 
u  tk  diflercDt  Mttil  wu  adopled,  the  notation  wa*  Uu  timple, — Spu-kt*  Uft 
0/  Ctmvtrnmr  Marrii,  rol.  i..  pp.  273-381. 
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a  pair  of  money  scales  in  his  poclccl,  or  run  the 
of  receiving  gold  at  one  fourth  less  by  weight  than 
it  counts. 

1  have  ever  been  a  friend  to  adequate  congressional 
powers ;  consequently  I  wish  to  see  the  ninth  article 
of  the  confederation  amended  and  extended.'  With- 
out these  powers  wc  cannot  support  a  national 
character,  and  must  appear  contemptible  in  the  eyes 
of  Europe.  But  to  you.  my  dear  Sir.  I  will  candidly 
confess,  that  in  my  opinion  it  is  of  little  avail  to  give 
these  to  Congress.  The  members  seem  to  be  so 
much  afraid  of  exerting  those,  which  they  already 
have,  that  no  opportunity  is  slipped  of  surrendering 
them,  or  referring  the  exercise  of  them  to  the  States 
individually.  Instance  yourlate  ordinance  respecting 
the  disposal  of  the  western  lands,  in  which  no  State 
with  the  smallest  propriety  could  have  obtnided  an 
interference.  No  doubt  but  the  information  of  Con- 
gress from  the  back  country  is  better  than  mine. 
respecting  the  operation  of  this  ordinance  ;  but  I 
have  understood  from  some  sensible  people  there- 
from that,  besides  running  they  know  not  where  to 
purchase,  the  lands  are  of  so  versatile  a  nature,  that, 
to  the  end  of  time,  they  will  not,  by  those  who  are 
acquainted  therewith,  be  purchased  either  in  town- 
ships or  by  square  miles.      This,  if  I  recollect  right, 


'  A  proposal  to  confer  iigKin  Congnioi  the  regulation  of  ctmmerc*.  Mftdnnn, 
while  approving  of  tta«  powan,  thought  that  "  th«  onlf  drraain»Dcc  whtd 
promitn  a  ravonible  hearing  to  the  raediui«d  prDpasilion  of  Congrcs»  i>.  tint 
the  puner  which  it  asks  ti  to  be  evcneid  against  Gwai  Briiaf n.  uitl  tha  prtvpff- 
Mtion  will  canie(|ueiiit^  be  leoonded  by  the  nnimonties  wlAch  miU  prevul  ta  • 
»lTon2  defrcc  a^aiiiM  hci." 
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was  the  sentiment  I  delivered  to  you,  on  the  first 
mention  of  the  matter;  but  past  experience,  you 
said,  was  brought  forward  in  support  of  the  measure, 
and  appealed  to  for  the  issue.  I  submitted  therefore 
to  its  decision,  but  still  retained  my  opinion. 

We  have  got  the  Potomac  navigation  in  hand. 
Workmen  are  employed,  under  the  best  manager  and 
assistants  we  could  obtain,  at  the  Falls  of  Shenandoah 
and  Seneca ;  and  I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that,  upon 
a  critical  examination  of  them  by  the  directors,  the 
manager,  and  myself,  we  are  unanimously  of  opinion, 
that  the  difficulties  at  tht^se  two  places  do  not  exceed 
the  expectations  we  had  formed  of  them  ;  and  that 
the  navigation  through  them  might  be  effected  with- 
out the  aid  of  locks.  How  far  we  may  have  been 
deceived  with  respect  to  the  first,  (as  the  water  though 
low  may  yet  fall),  1  shall  not  decide ;  but  we  are  not 
mistaken,  I  think,  in  our  conjectures  of  the  other. 
With  very  great  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  &c.' 


I 


*  "  It  gives  me  great  plcamre  to  finil  by  my  lait  letlen  from  Fnnc«,  IImI  the 
ilaric  cteud*  which  bung  on  your  hemisphere  arc  vanUkios  boforo  lh«  all* 
chearfnl  nuuhine  of  peace.  Mjr  tiret  iriih  i»  to  kcc  cbc  bleMtnn*  of  it  [lifFnscd 
tlumigh  all  «onntri«*,  and  ftmonn  all  nnki  in  rvcry  country;  and  that  we 
■IkCMkl  coniidcT  ounelvo  as  t1i«  children  of  a  common  paicnt.  antl  *o  diapoxd 
to  acts  ofbrothnly  kinds  em  ou.iidk  one  anoihei.  fn  that  caw  nil  ivtini'iiiin* 
of  trade  wonid  vaniih  ;  we  ^ould  t4ke  your  o^nes,  your  fruitx  and  lurploMf • 
oTotbet  articici  ;  andipvc  j'ou  iii  rclurii  ouroiU,  our  bah,  tutiAcco,  ikaral  atom^ 
Ac.  and  in  tike  manner  we  chould  exchange  produce  with  oihcr  connimt,  to 
oar  reei;trocal  ailvantagc.  The  ClobB  i*  large  enough.  VVhjr  llien  noed  we 
irTknglc  for  a  «nall  spot  of  il?  If  one  couniry  onnoi  contain  Bs.  anoibet 
thould  open  It*  armi:  to  us.  But  ihcu  linlcyon  daji  (if  thejr  ever  did  esitl)  ara 
now  no  more  ;  a  wue  Providence,  I  poexume,  hoi  oedcrcd  it  otherwise  ;  and 
wa  mtut  go  on  in  the  old  way,  diipniing  and  not*  and  then  IrghtiDg.  until  (ha 
(Mobe  itEelf  it  dbolved."—  iV»ikingten  le  tkt  Afar^uit  dt  Cfuuttllux.  j  Sep- 
tember, 1785. 
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TO  ;onK  T>E  NEOFVII.LE. 

MoV!iT  Vkrkon.  8  September.  17SS. 

Sir. 

I  have  lately  been  honored  with  your  favors  of  the 
loth  and  15th  of  March — Until  the  latter  explained 
the  mistake  of  the  former.  I  was  puzzled  to  get  at 
the  meaning  of  it ;  because,  I  did  not  recollect  that  I 
had  ever  made  application  to  your  Son  for  the  loan 
of  any  money  :  but  since  the  subject  has  been  started. 
I  will  take  the  liberty  of  pursuing  it.^ 

I  am  a  member  of  a  Company  in  this  State,  who 
associated  many  years  ago  for  the  purpose  of  reclaim- 
ing what  is  called  the  Great  Dismal  Swamp  near 
Norfolk.  —  The  war  gave  considerable  interruption, 
indeed  almost  put  an  entire  stop  to  the  progress  of 
the  business ;  but  in  May  last  the  members  (for  the 
first  time  since  the  war)  had  a  meeting.  &  resolved 
to  prosecute  the  work  with  vigor  : — for  this  purpose 
they  are  inclined  to  borrow  money  on  interest ;  &  to 
import,  if  they  can  do  it  upon  advantageous,  terms,  a 
number  of  Hollanders,  or  Germans,  as  being  best 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  work  ;  which  is  to 
drain  &  bank  level,  low  &  wet  Land,  which  would 
from  its  situation,  &  the  quality  of  its  soil,  be  invalua- 
ble if  accomplished. — 

Individually,  the  members  possess  considerable 
property — as  a  company  they  have  little  money  at 
command ;  but  would  I  believe,  bind  themselves 
jointly  &  severally  for  the  repayment  of  the  principal 
sum  borrowed,  in  a  given  number  of  years  ;  &for  such 
interest  as  may  be  agreed  upon  annually  : — &  as  a 
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collateral  security  they  would  moreover,  I  imagine, 
mortgage  the  Estate  which  they  are  about  to 
improve. — 

Under  this  Statement  of  the  matter,  permit  me  to 
ask  you  frankly,  if  four  or  five  thousand  pounds  could 
be  borrowed  in  Amsterdam^at  what  interest  &  for 
how  long  a  term  ?  and  whether  it  is  a  matter  which 
could  be  easily  accomplished,  to  import  about  three 
hundred  laborers  (a  few  women  among  them  would 
be  no  objection) — for  what  time  they  might  be  en- 
gaged &  upon  what  wages  ?  and  what  expence  would 
attend  the  importation  ?     •     ♦     * 


TO    BDMUHD    RANDOLPH. 

MouKTVuiNon,  16  September,  178s. 

Dear  Sik, 

It  was  not  in  my  power  to  obtain  the  enclosed  in 
time,  to  forward  them  by  the  last  mail ;  but  they  will,  I 
hope,  reach  you  seasonably  for  your  intended  meet- 
ing on  the  26th — by  the  present  mail. 

I  feel  verj' sensibly,  the  honor  and  confidence  which 
has  been  reposed  in  me  by  the  James  river  company ; 
and  regret  that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  ofifice  of  President  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  with  that  punctuality  and  attention  which 
the  trust  requires. — Every  service  howeverthat  I  can 
render,  compatible  with  my  other  avocations,  shall  be 
aPTorded  with  pleasure,  and  I  am  happy  in  being  asso- 
ciated in  the  business  with  gentlemen  so  competent 
32 


to  the  purposes  of  their  appointment — and  from  what 
I  have  heard  of  the  navigation,  and  seen  of  the  FaJls, 
I  think  your  work  may  be  soon  and  easily  acxom* 
plished — and  that  ic  will  be  of  great  public  utility,  as 
well  as  private  emolument  to  the  subscribers  when 
done: — for  the  advantage  of  both,  tho' I  believe  the 
business  lies  in  another  line,  I  would  earnestly  recom- 
mend it  to  you  to  press  the  execution  of  tlie  survey 
between  James  river  and  the  navigable  waters  of  the 
Kanhawa,  and  a  proper  investigation  of  the  latter. — 
I  twill  be  a  source  of  great  commerce  with  the  capitol 
and  in  my  opinion  will  be  productive  of  great  poUti* 
cal  consequences  to  this  country  : — the  business  of  a 
similar  nature,  as  it  respects  this  river,  is  at  an  entire 
stand. — Mr.  Massey  who  was  first  appointed  on  the 
part  of  this  State,  having  declined  acting  ;  the  Mary- 
land Commissioner  knows  of  no  other  in  his  room, 
and  is  unable,  tho'  ready  to  proceed. 

Besides  what  appears  in  the  minutes,  which  are 
enclosed,  it  is  in  contemplation  by  the  Board  of  Di* 
rectors  of  the  Navigation  of  this  river,  to  endeavor 
to  hire  a  number  of  Slaves  next  year  as  laborers 
thereon.— and  as  the  Great  Falls  are  tremendous,  and 
the  navigation  thereof,  in  whatever  manner  it  is  at> 
tempted,  will  require  much  skill  and  practical  knowl- 
edge in  the  execution ;  we  propose,  before  this  is 
undertaken,  to  invite  a  proper  person  from  Europe, 
who  has  been  employed  in  works  of  this  kind, 
as  a  superintendant  of  it: — With  respect  to  the 
other  parts  of  the  river,  tho'  what  are  called  the 
Shanandoah  Fails  are  as  difificult  in  my  opinion  as 
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the  Falls  of  James  river,  at  Westham,  we  seem  to 
have  confidence  enough  In  ourselves  Eo  undertake 
them;  and  mean  to  do  so  without  having  recourse  to 
either  canals  or  Locks. — Thro'  all  the  Falls  and  rapids 
aJiove  the  Great  falls,  we  mean  to  attempt  nothing 
more  than  to  open  a  strait  passage  to  avoid,  as  much 
as  possible,  currents; — giving  sufiticient  depth,  and 
as  much  smoothness  as  may  be  to  the  surface ; — and 
if  Rumsey's  project  fails  (of  which  he  has  not  the 
smallest  apprehension)  to  pull  the  Boats  up  by  chains 
floated  by  buoys :— the  latter,  when  Ice  begins  to  form, 
may  be  slipped  and  thereby  saved ;  whilst  the  former 
riveted  to  rocks  at  bottom,  may  remain  during  the 
intemperate  season  undisturbed  and  without  injury. 

Upon  an  estimate  of  the  expence  of  those  chains 
and  Buoys,  we  (that  is,  the  Directors  of  the  Potomac 
navigation  and  myself)  arc  of  opinion,  without  having 
an  eye  to  the  probable  advantages  which  arc  ex- 
pected to  be  derived  from  Rumsey's  mechanical 
discovery,  that  it  will  be  infinitely  less  than  what 
must  arise  from  cutting  canals,  building  Locks,  making 
track  paths,  &c.,  as  was  the  design  of  Ballendine  and 
others;  and  will  have  this  advantage  over  them,  that 
when  once  done,  that  Is  when  the  passage  is  opened 
in  a  straight  direction  in  the  natural  bed  of  the  river. 
It  is  done  as  it  were  forever,  whereas  canals  and  Locks, 
besides  the  natural  decay  of  them,  are  exposed  to 
much  injury  from  Ice,  drift-wood,  and  even  the  com- 
mon freshes; — in  a  word,  are  never  safe  where  there 
arc  such  sudden  inundations  and  violent  torrents,  as 
the  rivers  in  this  country  are  subject  to. 


It  has  so  happened  that  Thursday  the  32d  inst.  is 
a  day  of  my  own  appointing  to  meet  the  Directors,  at 
the  Great  Falls  of  this  river,  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  the  place  proposed  for  a  canal :  and  the 
river  and  ground  from  thence  to  tide  water,  on  which 
business  I  expect  to  be  employed  (at  least  to  be  from 
home)  four  or  five  days. 

Altho'  I  see  no  impropriety  myself  in  laying  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Potomac  Company  before  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  James  river  Daviga^ 
tion,  it  being  my  wish  that  every  intelligence  which 
one  can  give  to  the  other  should  be  mutually 
afforded ;  yet  it  is  my  desire  that  the  act  may  be 
considered  as  transmitted  for  the  private  information 
(if  it  should  convey  any  light)  of  yourself  and  the 
Directors — 

We  are  endeavoring  to  engage  our  miners  to  bore 
by  the  foot ;  rather  than  by  the  day;  but  as  yet  have 
not  agreed  with  any  in  this  way : — they  ask  a  shilling, 
which  we  think  is  too  much — to  common  labourers  we 
pay  40/  per  month  ;  and  we  find  paying  the  workmen 
every  fortnight,  rather  troublesome — once  a  month 
would  do  better: — as  they  will  be  frequently  moving. 
we  have  provided  Tents  as  most  convenient  &  least 
expensive,  for  their  accommodation. — 

I  find  I  have  been  under  a  mistake  with  respect  to 
the  subscriptions  for  the  James  river  navigation; — 
I  conceived  the  Books  were  to  lie  open  'till  the 
general  meeting  appointed  (as  that  for  this  river 
was)  by  law ; — and  if  the  aggregate  amounted  to  more 
than  the  sum  required  by  the  act,  at  such  mtieting^— 
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they  were  then  to  be  reduced  in  the  manner  therein 
directed. 

The  expression  of  the  Law,  "  the  highest  point 
practicable" — is  certainly  too  indefinite;  and  in  the 
hurry  which  the  act  passed,  the  import  of  it  was  not 
sufficiently  adverted  to : — but  how  far  it  may  be  politic 
for  the  Potomac  Company  to  meddle  in  the  matter.  I 
will  not  at  this  moment  undertake  to  decide ;  as  the 
concurrence  of  two  States  is  required  to  effect  the 
Alteration,  and  as  one  of  them,  it  is  said  by  those 
who  are  unfriendly  to  the  measure,  has  been  surprized 
into  it. — 

If  it  would  not  be  too  troublesome  for  your  Secre- 
tary, it  would  he  a  satisfaction  to  me  to  receive  a  copy 
of  your  proceedings — With  great  esteem  &  sincere 
friendship,  1  am.  &c. 


TO   THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Mount  Vkrhou,  36  September.  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  favors  of  the 
loth  and  17th  of  July,  which  were  committed  to  the 
care  of  M.  Houdon  ;  but  I  have  not  yet  had  the  pleas- 
ure to  see  that  gentleman.  His  Instruments  and 
materials,  (Doctor  Franklin  informs  me,)  were  sent 
down  the  Seine ;  but,  not  being  arrived  when  the  ship 
left  Havre,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  them,  and  is  now 
busied  in  supplying  himself  with  others  at  Philadel- 
phia, with  which,  when  done,  he  will  come  on  to  this 
place.      I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  showing  M. 
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Houdon  every  civility  and  attention  in  my  power 
during  his  stay  In  this  country :  for  I  feel  myself  un- 
der personal  obligation  to  you  and  Dr.  Franklin  (as 
the  State  of  Virginia  has  done  me  the  honor  to  direct 
a  statue  to  be  erected  to  my  memory)  for  having 
placed  the  execution  in  the  hands  of  so  eminent  aa 
artist,  and  so  worthy  a  character. ' 

I  have  the  further  pleasure  to  inform  you  and 
should  have  done  it  lonj^  since,  had  I  not  supposed 
that  your  information  would  have  been  more  full  and 
perfect  from  some  of  your  friends  in  the  Assembly, 
that  a  resolution  of  the  Assembly  authorized  the 
Executive  to  appoint  commissioners  to  explore  and 
report  the  best  communication  between  the  waters 

'  Wriring  to  I^(«)«Mc,  NovemUcr  Slh,  W»shinglni»  uiiil  ^— 

"  I  hare  novr  to  ibonk  yxk  Tor  your  faroni  of  tlw  <}th  and  t4lh  oT  Jnlj :  lk«1 
firu  by  M.  Hourinn.  who  stajred  m>  more  ifaan  a  (ntinighl  wilb  me,  and  (o 
wbom,  for  bi>  trcable  ib<1  ritk  in  croMnj  iIm  Ma*  (illhough  I  bad  no  bkcmt 
in  tlic  bnincu),  I  fed  mjrMrIf  under  pcnamal  obllgattrins.     .     ,     . 

"  Doctor  Franklin  hni  met  wilb  a  jj^lcful  reccfrtlon  in  ['cRBsylvani*.  tie 
hoi  again  cnibwk<tl  ■»>  >  tinulil«i1  ocean  ;  I  am  {>cti.iu>lcd  wilti  (lie  best  dcal^Bt, 
and  I  wtiti  Ua  pBTpoacs  vxxy  hr  oiHwcrol.  which  undnubtcdl;  arc  to  tecoodk  I 
[be  jarring  iflt«retu  of  the  Slalc.  He  pemJlte<l  hianftlf  to  be  iMiiiin«ted  kr 
the  dty  of  rhilailcli^ia  n>  a  couhmiIIoi.  a  »tcp  to  the  ihair,  which  no  dunbi  be 
wUI  fill :  but  wliether  la  (he  uttsfactlan  of  both  pwtlcs  u  a  qnntioa  of  loaw 
coagnitade,  and  of  real  tnporUuice  lo  himtelf,  ai  least  lo  bia  ciwiet.  Hit 
Krandwn  shall  meet  witli  cvciy  civUiljr  and  aitcntioB  I  cui  ifcow  him,  when 
occawons  offer." 

"  Gatloauv  the  engraver  )ive»  in  tbc  Street  Si.  Tbomat  de  l.ouvre,  oppoaite 
the  Trtasitry  of  ilic  D^ikc  dc  Chnnrcs.  Now  thai  ihere  is  oo  obstacle  to  cooi- 
■MHcingthe  medal  [or  Ueid.  Washinglon  i'lnce  Houdon'i  mitrti,  t  eouM  wi»h 
(ihouldtlaot  be  giving  you  too  niudi  trouble)  that  yon  novld  Mfid  for  Du  Viriei 
who  lire*  in  tlw  Old  Luuvic.  aiid  piupokc  to  liim  nndefUklng  it  upon  exaclty 
■he  lerm«  he  had  olTerrtI,  which  I  Ihink  were  3400  livrct,  besides  the  gold  & 
cipeiiM  of  coming.     If  he  sliouM  nut  [  J  it  <rc  niu4l  lei  il  resi  umfl 

Dupre  shall  have  finiihcd  U«nl.  Greene's.  GallcauK  hat  %  paper  on  whidb  la 
IbcdcKiipCion  of  Oenl.  Wa»hii^on'i  roedal."— A  H-mfhrtyt  A*  y*ffcrmm. 


i7Ss] 


GSORGE  WASHINGTON. 


503 


of  Elizabeth  river  and  those  of  Albermarle ; — that 
the  commissioners  have  proceeded  to  the  Survey — 
and  have  reported  in  favor  of  that  which  will  pass 
thro'  Drummonds  Pond  to  the  Pasquotank.  But 
what  will  be  the  result,  I  am  unable  to  inform  you — 
as  I  find  by  some  of  the  principal  characters  of  North 
Carolina  (members  of  Congress)  who  have  called 
here :  that  a  considerable  jealousy  prevails,  and  a 
powerful  opposition  will  be  given  to  any  water  com- 
nnmication  between  the  two  States — lest  it  should 
draw  their  exports  from  them. 

I  am  very  happy  to  find,  that  your  sentiments  re- 
specting the  interest  the  Assembly  was  pleased  to  give 
me  in  the  two  navigations  of  the  Potomac  and  James 
Rivers  coincide  with  my  own.  I  never  for  a  moment 
entertained  an  idea  of  accepting  it.  The  difficulty, 
which  labored  in  my  mind  was  how  to  refuse  without 
giving  offence.  Ultimately  I  have  it  in  contemplation 
to  apply  the  profits  arising  from  the  tolls  to  some 
public  use.  In  this,  if  I  knew  how,  I  would  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  Assembly ;  but.  if  I  am  not  able  to 
come  at  these,  my  own  inclination  leads  me  to  apply 
them  to  the  establishment  of  two  charity  schools. 
one  on  each  river,  for  the  education  and  support  of 
poor  children,  especially  the  descendants  of  those, 
who  have  fallen  in  defence  of  their  country. 

I  can  say  nothing  decisively  respecting  the  western 
settlement  of  this  State.  The  inhabitants  of  Ken- 
tucky have  held  several  conventions,  and  have  resolved 
to  apply  for  a  separation  ;  but  what  may  be  the  final 
issue  of  it,  is  not  for  me  to  inform  you.     Opinions. 
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as  far  as  they  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  are 
diverse.  I  have  uniformly  given  it  as  mine,  to  meet 
them  upon  their  own  ground,  draw  the  best  line  and 
best  terms  we  can,  and  part  good  friends.  After  the 
next  session  of  our  Assembly,  more  may  be  learned 
and  communicated  :  and.  if  you  should  not  receive 
it  through  a  better  channel,  I  will  have  the  honor  to 
inform  you.' 

I  am  sorry  I  cannot  give  you  full  information 
respecting  Bushncll's  project  for  the  destruction  of 
ships.  No  interesting  experiments  having  been  made, 
and  my  memory  being  bad,  I  may  in  some  measure 
be  mistaken  in  what  I  am  about  to  relate.  BushncU 
Is  a  man  of  great  mechanical  powers,  fertile  of  in-  ■ 
vention  and  master  of  execution.  He  came  to  me 
in  1776.  recommended  by  Governor  Trumbull  and 
Other  respectable  characters,  who  were  converts  to 


'  Virguun  had  alwsrii  iDainlained  her  clums  to  K«iit«cky,  inil  when 
Ro^en  Clark,  Bclin^  uudci  orders  from  that  State,  coaquercd  lUittoU  (t770j 
this  claiin  ftppcaretl  Id  be  established  b«yond  any  <|ii«tll<Mt.  l.ttti<U  were  fr««l]r 
gmnlcd,  ami  coiintio  ujaikuil  iid  <I7S3).  and  a  judiciary  aiid  lixvl  sovcrnmeat 
conililutnl.  The  tcmaral,  in  great  meoKiire,  of  the  feart  nf  Indian  incarstoitt, 
and  the  cliwe  of  the  Rcvniiition.  turned  u  lar^e  iult  of  «in<|;ralion  to  thu  4it- 
liici,  nhich  Mion  rcattxi-d  the  inconvenience  of  rccnenuing  a  gOTcntmeni  mi 
remote  at.  lliai  nf  Virginia  wai.  The  threat  of  tn  iD'lifin  rthl  drew  tofrether 
the  political  elcinento  of  the  country,  nnd  a  council.  a«»eint>)ed  for  military 
puipoMs,  concluded  that  the  time  had  come  whcii  Kcoiudty  !>hould  be  erected 
into  "  a  teparale  and  i1lde]^enclen(  State."  ivith  a  local  (riivemnient  of  full 
powcTti  {NovcmW,  tj34).  It  wai  nol  utitil  Aupitl,  tyBj,  Ihat  a  rrptbi 
conTcniton  met  and  fmmeil  a  memorial  In  the  Vi^nta  legiiUiiire  praying  (or  a 
fepatBthw,  vrhidi  wa^  granted  by  an  ift  paised  January  10,  1786,  aubivd  to 
Ihcippronil  nf  the  Contin«ntnl  Congiew.  Thmugli  M>me  nnaToidtble  deUyt 
the  (lueslion  could  not  be  acted  upon  witbin  the  perimi  fixed,  and  xcevring  an 
citlciiijon,  it  was  in  June,  T7SB,  thai  Congreu  toolt  Ihcnecduiy  «(ep)  to  admll 
Kentucky  to  the  Confederation,  itepi  that  were  again  blocked  by  the  adoptioa 
ol  the  new  Con&litutian. 
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his  plan.  Although  I  wanted  faith  myself,  I  furnished 
him  with  money  and  other  aids  to  carry  his  plan  into 
execution.  He  labored  for  some  time  ineffectually; 
and.  though  the  advocates  of  his  scheme  continued 
sanguine,  he  never  did  succeed.  One  accident  or 
another  always  intervened.  I  then  thought,  and  still 
think,  that  it  was  an  effort  of  genius,  but  that  too 
many  things  were  necessar)'  to  be  combined,  to  ex- 
pect much  from  the  issue  against  an  enemy,  who  are 
always  upon  guard. 

That  he  had  a  machine  so  contrived,  as  to  carry 
him  under  water  at  any  depth  he  chose,  and  for  a 
considerable  time  and  distance,  with  an  appendix  to 
it,  charged  with  powder,  which  he  could  fasten  to  a 
ship,  and  give  fire  to  in  a  given  time  sufficient  for  his 
returning,  and  by  means  thereof  destroy  it,  are  facts, 
I  believe,  which  admit  of  little  doubt.  But  then, 
where  it  was  to  operate  against  an  enemy,  it  was  no 
easy  matter  to  get  a  person  hardy  enough  to  encoun- 
ter the  variety  of  dangers,  to  which  he  would  be  ex- 
posed ;  first,  from  the  novelty ;  secondly,  from  the 
difficulty  of  conducting  the  machine,  and  governing 
it  under  water,  on  account  of  the  current,  &c.;  and 
thirdly,  the  consequent  uncertainty  of  hitting  the 
object  devoted  to  destruction,  without  rising  fre- 
(juently  above  water  for  fresh  observation,  which, 
when  near  the  vessel,  would  expose  the  adventurer 
to  a  discovery  and  to  almost  certain  death.  To  these 
causes  I  always  ascribed  the  non-performance  of  his 
plan,  as  he  wanted  nothing  that  I  could  furnish  to 
insure  the  success  of  it.    This,  to  the  best  of  my  recol- 


lection,  is  a  trae  state  of  the  case ;  bat  Hnmphieys, 
if  I  mistake  not,  being  one  of  his  converts.  wtH  be 
Able  to  give  you  a  more  perfect  account  of  it  thaa  1 
have  done.  With  perfect  esteem  and  regard,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be.  &c. 


TO    GEORGE    MASON. 


I 


Moojrr  Vnunm.  3  October,  1785. 

Dkak  Sir, 

I  have  this  moment  received  yours  of  yesterday's 
date,  enclosing  a  memorial  and  remonstrance  agrainst 
the  Assessment  Bill,  which  I  will  read  with  attention. 
At  preseni  I  am  unable  to  do  it,  on  account  of  com- 
pany. The  bill  itself  I  do  not  recollect  ever  to  have 
read  ;  with  attention  1  am  certain  I  never  did,  but  will 
compare  them  together. 

Although  no  man's  sentiments  are  more  opposed 
to  any  kind  of  restraint  upon  religious  principles  than 
mine  arc,  yet  I  must  confess,  that  I  am  not  amongst 
ihc  numbt-r  of  those,  who  are  so  much  alarmed  at 
the  thoughts  of  making  people  pay  towards  the  sup* 
port  of  that  which  they  profess,  if  of  the  denomination 
of  Christians,  or  declare  themselves  Jews.  Mahome- 
tans, or  otherwise,  and  thereby  obtain  proper  relief. 
As  the  matter  now  stands.  I  wish  an  assessment  had 
never  been  agitated,  and  as  it  has  gone  so  far.  that 
the  bill  could  not  die  an  easy  death  ;  because  I  think 
it  will  be  productive  of  more  quiet  to  the  State,  than 
by  enacting  it  into  a  law.  which  in  my  opinion  would 
be   impolitic,  admitting  there  is  a  decided  majority 
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for  it,  to  the  disquiet  of  a  respectable  minority.  In 
the  former  case,  the  matter  will  soon  subside  ;  in  the 
latter,  it  will  rankle  and  perhaps  convulse  the  State. 
The  dinner-bell  rings,  and  I  must  conclude  with  an 
expression  of  my  concern  for  your  indisposition. 
Sincerely  and  affectionately,  I  am,  &c.' 

'A  bill  hftd  been  brought  inlo  llic  Hoiuc  of  Delcs&tts  in  December,  1784, 
anil  twice  read,  fur  eitftlilubinif  a  provixion  for  teachen  af  the  Chridian  reli- 
gion. By  the  prineiplwof  ihc  liill,  a  \(>ccififd  tft«  wm  to  tie  collectMl  from  rvery 
person  in  ihc  camnioii wealth  rabjecl  In  pay  Uuu  for  other  purpoiex  ;  and  the 
money  mited  by  viniir  of  rhi«  net  was  to  beappfopriaied  by  ibc  vcslrie«,  eldcre. 
ordireclohiof  eacli  reli{p«i»  M>cicty  (o  a  proviiion  for  b  minister  or  teacher 
of  tbe  gospel  of  ibcir  dcnorainalion,  or  to  the  providing  o(  places  of  ironbip. 
Qnakera  and  Mennonitta  were  <«  rective  the  amount  collected  among  ibetn- 
mItc*.  bul  they  were  locmploy  it  in  promoting  their  particular  modeof  wwrUiip. 
When  the  bill  came  up  for  a  third  readinj!.  on  the  14th  of  necetnbci,  a  miotion 
war  made  to  postpone  it  till  Ihe  fourth Thurtday  in  Notvmbcr,  and  tht(  motioti 
wa»  carried  by  a  rote  of  (ortj-five  to  thirty.eigbt.  Before  the  time  arrived,  ic- 
monsitancet  and  memarialf  agiumsl  it  were  prepared,  and  ugnaiarc*  obtained 
from  those  who  were  oppowd  i«  the  meaMiie.  The  cAniequencc  weou  to  have 
bceii  a  Lair  of  a  very  difTcrcni  tomplcxian,  in  the  preamble  of  which  religious 
lieedom  i«  uieried  iii  iu  fulleit  taiitude.  and  by  which  i[  was  enacted, 
"thai  no  man  «ha.lt  be  compelled  to  freijueiit  «>  hupport  any  rcligiaiM^ 
wonhlp,  place,  or  minthtry  wIiatMWvcr.  nor  nhall  be  enforced,  rcntiaiiicd,  mo- 
Inled,  or  oihcr>Hse  burdened  in  hit  body  or  goods,  nor  KhatI  othervite  Eufler 
on  accouDi  ol  his  r«li|;ioui  opiniuiiti  or  belief ;  but  that  all  men  shall  be  free  to 
possr-is  and  by  artpimcnC  to  maintain,  thdr  opinion  in  mailers  of  religion,  and 
that  the  Mineahillln  nowise  diminish, enlarge,  or  affect  (heir  civil  capacities." 
— HtmHg^i  atattUei,  voL  xii.,  p.  86. 
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